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"He is Risen! He is risen, indeed!”
"He is Risen! He is risen, indeed!” These words were joyfully
shouted over two thousand years ago by the first Christians,
who were overcome at the miracle of Jesus’ empty tomb and
his resurrection by God’s Holy Spirit. Today we still shout these
words in Easter worship, and throughout the Easter season that
runs up to Pentecost. We know and trust Jesus’ promise to
never abandon us, even in death, and because Jesus knows
we’re skeptics, he proves his promise on the Third Day. Our
Redeemer lives, and through the mercy of God who baptizes us
in water, Word and Spirit, we will share in his gift of eternal life.
It makes me laugh that this Easter falls on April Fool’s Day,
because the Resurrection is the ultimate prank on Satan: oh,
you thought Jesus was dead? GOTCHA! He lives and breathes and walks among us, forever. Humanity is no longer
defined by our physical end, but by the Holy Trinity’s rebirth of our spirits as we join the company of the baptized saints
who believed before us.
Jesus’ Easter triumph over the grave means that we never again fear our physical death, though most things of this
world must die or come to an end. But in God’s world and for God’s people, our ‘end’ is simply a new beginning that
lasts forever.
Regardless of what’s in store for Epiphany as a congregation, every Epiphany member stands firm in God’s promise of
unconditional forgiveness. That’s something to shout about! Let the whole Creation sing, Christ the Lord is Risen Today,
Alleluia!

Peace to all here. Pastor Monica

Prayers for our T2 Transitional Ministry Team
Please continue to pray for our Transformational Ministry (T2) Team as they
work on behalf of the entire Epiphany congregation to help envision our
future. After the first meeting the team is working together to set goals and
begin conversations with congregation members. Team members are Rick
Barnard, Chris Kelyman, Candy Knight, Becca Schumacher, and Pastor Monica
will be working together with them.

From Your Council President…
Dear Friends in Christ,
Our congregational meeting was held on Sunday, March 25th, and was well attended. We had quite a discussion of all
the suggestions detailed in the congregational letter from March 1st. The results of the congregational vote on the
options resulted in the following three options being the top ranked:
1. Increase stewardship
2. Investigate merging with another congregation
3. Cut expenses
The council is moving forward to work on these three options. We will be reporting back to the congregation as we
work through these issues.
The congregation also approved a continuation of our current ministry plan up to six months as necessary.
The Rev. Dr. Moravitz reminded us that each one of us is a missionary of Jesus and of our church. We need to be
mindful of this in all our interactions, and actively invite others to participate in our ministry. We have a perfect
opportunity coming up in April with our “Dying a Good Death” series on April 8, 15, and 22. We will have a shortened
worship service and guest speakers will enlighten and inform us of details we may not know related to legal issues and
funeral expenses, and Pastor Monica will provide her perspective based on her experience in hospice and as a minister.
The clock is ticking and our time is short. The council members welcome your input. Remember WIGIAOT – where is
God in all of this? He is right there beside us every step of the way; we need to trust in his judgement even if it means
closing our church. Please pray for our council and for our congregation as we discern what God wants for us as
Epiphany Lutheran Church.
Jeremiah 29:11, For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,….to give you a future and a hope.

Carol Rife, Epiphany Council President
Youth Leadership Collierville at the Garden
We had a wonderful day on March 22nd with Youth Leadership Collierville! About 30 youth (high school sophomores
and juniors) together with Emily Pilkington, spent about three hours working in the garden - we got a lot
accomplished!
*Re-dug, added compost and shredded leaves to 4 beds in section D and 3 additional new beds
*Planted seed potatoes in all 7 beds
*Worked up beds in A&B and planted radishes, greens (tapes) and a bed of peas
*Removed old fence and added new wire mesh on the west and part of the east side
*Turned compost bin and reformed beds around the pergola
After their hard work, the youth enjoyed dinner compliments of the Collierville Leadership Program, discussion and
hanging around the bonfire for the next hour. A representative from the Collierville Food Pantry gave a few remarks
about the pantry, and presented a $100 check for our Garden.
Thanks to our leaders (Pastor Ray, Dick, Bill, Jennifer and Ed) for leading the teams to provide a super experience for
our “bright young” future leaders. Many thanks to Janice and the Sykes for cutting up spuds and to Marjorie for
making seed tapes.

A few of the young men advised their interest in working at the Garden for service hours.... which we hope will
develop.
All in all.... a super day at the garden, and we enjoyed hosting the youth! We got to “Do Church” at the Garden…Ain’t
God Good? Wendell Kruse
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We had a wonderful time bowling on March 2nd!

Thanks to the Youth Leadership Collierville group for their hard work at the garden on March 22nd!
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Talking Frankly about End of Life Issues

Everyone will die, but not everyone considers that he or she can plan in advance to make death "as good as possible.”
It might seem strange to think about ‘dying a good death,’ but in our baptism, Christians understand that our death is
simply a new beginning in eternal life.
Dying a good death means that just as we plan our lives and make responsible decisions, we should also prepare for
death by naming our wishes and securing the necessary end-of-life directives and documents, so that the responsibility
of our death doesn’t fall to a loved one or a total stranger. In this series, you’ll learn about helpful resources and tools,
as well as the vocabulary to express your wishes to the people closest to you, even with those who are reluctant to
discuss it. Death shouldn’t be a taboo subject, especially for believers in Christ; we are called to encourage each other
through candid conversations that celebrate the human spirit and promote good decision-making. When we ignore the
inevitability of our death and leave critical details for survivors to handle, it invites family conflict, guilt and financial
anxiety that could easily be prevented.
All are invited to attend this speaker series regardless of faith tradition. A brief worship service will precede the
presentation. Please download the flyer and share with friends and family. For more information, here is a copy of
the press release sent out to local media.
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Upcoming Events
The National Civil
Rights Museum &
University of Memphis
are hosting anMLK50th
Symposium April 2-4 to
remember the 50th anniversary of Dr. King's
assassination. Pastor Monica and other local ELCA
clergy will attend.

Via de Cristo “Notes of
Grace” Retreat
West Tennessee Via de
Cristo will host its annual
retreat April 19-22. Contact
St Luke Lutheran Church for more information or
to register.
Pastor Monica Out Of Office 4/22 - 5/11
Pastor Monica will visit her son in the UK from
April 22 (afternoon) -May 6; she will not have
access to e-mail or voicemail during this time. She
will also be attending transitional ministry
continuing education training from May 7-11. All
pastoral care requests should be directed to
Reverend Paul White (retired), a member of
St. Luke Lutheran in Cordova. You may reach Rev.
White at 901-626-3208. Rev. White will also
preach a Service of the Word in Pastor Monica’s
absence on 4/29 and 5/6.

Lutheran Lessons with Pastor Monica April 11th
Pastor Monica will be the guest speaker at Kingsway
Christian Church’s Wednesday Night “Alliteration Series”
Fellowship on April 11th.

MOE Bacon Saturday
April 14th

Collierville Food Pantry Collection Day May 6th!

The Men of Epiphany (MOE) will meet at 8:30 am at
Perkins Family Restaurant in Collierville for
breakfast, fellowship and devotion. Please join us!
GOE (Gals of Epiphany)
April 21st
Our next collection day for the Collierville Food
Pantry is on Sunday, May 6th. We will be
collecting canned meats (examples: tuna, salmon,
chicken, deviled ham, corned beef, etc.). As you
shop each week during April, add a few cans to
your groceries and stockpile for that day! Thank
you for your continued support of the food pantry!

(Pleas note the date has
changed from 4/14 due to a Kingsway program). We
meet at 9 am in the Kingsway Boardroom for study &
fellowship. This is the last session on our series “A
Woman Overwhelmed,” an examination of Jesus’
mother, Mary. Join us, and bring a goodie to share!

Collierville Youth Fishing Rodeo
Mark your calendars for the Collierville Youth Fishing Rodeo at
Johnson Park on Saturday, May 19th from 9 am to noon. MOE
(Men of Epiphany) will gather at 7:30 AM that morning to set up
and manage the registration area for the rodeo and also help with
the weigh-in at the conclusion of the event. Please contact John
Crossmock for more information or to sign up as a volunteer!
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Shelby County Drug Court Foundation is hosting the
5th Annual Race for Recovery 5K race on Saturday,
April 28th, 2018 in historic Overton Park. Chosen
Vessel Ministries works closely with clients who are
referred by the Drug Court and works alongside the
Foundation to renew lives.
All proceeds from the 5K, will go directly to offer
services to participants in the Drug Court program.
For over twenty years, Drug Court has been
intervening on the lives and families of the arrested
due to alcohol and drug problems. Drug Court
reduces drug use, reduces crime, saves money,
restores lives, and saves children, and reunites
families. Register for the race here.

Thanks to our Room in the Inn volunteers!
I can't begin to thank you all enough! From my count, beginning November 6th and
going through last night, we ended up hosting 15 nights total including adding in an
additional night due to drastically low temps and adding all Mondays for February and
March. Altogether, I estimate we were able to provide around 195 wonderful meals,
comfortably made beds with clean linens, warm breakfasts, sack lunches, and
fellowship to people in our community who needed it the most.
We couldn't possibly have done that without your time, donations, bake sales, and
know-how, and the coming together of several church families and denominations, including community volunteers
who just needed a building in which to do good. With that being said, there remains a huge need in our area for
adequate shelter for women. The Memphis Union Mission is a men-only facility, and not even an ideal one for them.
After the Room in the Inn (RITI) season, there aren't many options for women and children.
Because of this, the Carpenter House, Lisa Anderson, and the RITI group reached out over the past month or so asking
for churches to host one night a month in order to provide shelter for 12 women a night, and they would need a
minimum of 20 churches in order to make it work. We answered that call immediately with a resounding YES!
Beginning on May 7th, and running until September 3rd, we will be hosting the first Monday of the month for women
only. I will be creating all of the signup genius forms at once and will send them out so that we can get ahead of
schedule. I expect to send that out sometime in the next week or so. Once again, thank you all, and please share with
your groups my thanks and admiration for a job well done!
Jim Lord, Kingsway Christian Church

Happiest of Birthdays and
God's Blessings!
Candy Knight - April 7
Greg Parker - April 11
Cindy Curler - April 29
Have we missed your birthday?
Please send the month/day to Pastor Monica
so you can be included!
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We need funds for the Epiphany Community Garden!
Funds are desperately needed to pay for a new fence to help keep deer away
from our crops!
How can you help? If you’re a Thrivent member, you can apply for Action Team
funds (each Thrivent member can
receive two $250 grants a year for projects) - find out more about these grants!
You can also contribute to our GoFundMe project - Here is the link to donate please share it with friends and family!

Don’t forget our friends at Chosen Vessel ministries
Founded by Epiphany member Linda Barnes, Chosen Vessel Ministries guides
and counsels women newly-released from prison as they attempt to re-enter
society, and helps women in need find employment and housing and become
productive members of society. Please place your donations (the first Sunday
of the month) in the marked bin at the back of the church. Suggested items
include:
•
•
•
•

Inspirational Items - Books with themes that emphasize believing in yourself, gratitude, forgiveness, or acceptance
Supplies for Art Therapy - Markers, coloring books, coloring pencils. Also,
three-ring binders, notebooks and journals
Groceries - Kroger cards provide maximum flexibility to Chosen Vessel and
women in counseling
Office Equipment and Supplies - A small refrigerator, a desk, a filing cabinet
that locks, copy paper

In the future, there will be additional opportunities to help. Working together,
Epiphany Lutheran and Chosen Vessel Ministries can make a huge difference in the lives of women in need. For more
information, Linda may be reached at 901-361-4763 or by e-mail.

Your contributions make a difference!
Click on the photo or use the link below to
start shopping at Amazon and support Epiphany!
smile.amazon.com/ch/01-0845977
-

Kroger Community Rewards - Click here to register with Kroger's Community
Rewards program. We are registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.
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April 2018 Calendar of Events
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information)
Sun 4/1

6:30 am - Home Place
9:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Easter Sunrise Service
Choir Practice
Sunday School ages 5+ - Adult
Resurrection of our Lord - Worship & Holy Communion

Wed 4/4

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Thurs 4/5

Pastor Monica’s Sabbath

Fri 4/6

3 pm

Evans Wedding

Sat 4/7

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sun 4/8

9:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
10:30 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
10:45 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Choir Practice
Sunday School ages 5+ - Adult
Second Sunday of Easter - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Dying A Good Death Speaker Series

Wed 4/11

7:00 pm - Kingsway Christian Church
TBD - Home Place

Wednesday Night Fellowship - Pastor Monica speaks on “Lutheran
Lessons”
Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sat 4/14

8:30 am - Perkins Family Restaurant
TBD - Home Place

MOE (Men of Epiphany) Study & Fellowship
Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sun 4/15

9:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
10:30 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
10:45 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Choir Practice
Sunday School ages 5+ - Adult
Third Sunday of Easter - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Dying A Good Death Speaker Series

Tues 4/17

7 pm - Kingsway Boardroom

Council Meeting

Wed 4/18

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sat 4/21

9 am - Kingsway Library
TBD - Home Place

GOE (Gals of Epiphany) Study & Fellowship
Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sun 4/22

9:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
10:30 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
10:45 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Choir Practice
Sunday School ages 5+ - Adult
Fourth Sunday of Easter - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Dying A Good Death Speaker Series

4/22 - 5/6
5/7 - 5/11

Pastor Monica in UK with son
Pastor Monica at transitional ministry continuing education
training

Tues 4/24

West TN Deanery Meeting

Wed 4/25

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sat 4/28

TBD - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday if needed

Sun 4/29

9:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Choir Practice
Sunday School ages 5+ - Adult
Fifth Sunday of Easter - Service of the Word
Coffee Fellowship
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April 2018 Worship Servants
4/1

4/8

4/15

4/22

4/29

Assisting Minister
Assisting Min. 6:30 am

Wendell Kruse
Carol Rife

John Crossmock

Carol Rife

John Crossmock

John Garner

Lector

Diane Kruse

John Garner

John Garner

John Garner

OPEN

John & Martha Garner

OPEN

Greeter/Usher

John & Lori Crossmock Ed & Becca Schumacher Ed & Becca Schumacher

Com Assistant

John Garner

Martha Garner

John Crossmock

OPEN

N/A

Acolyte

Vicki Scherf

Carol Rife

Lori Crossmock

OPEN

OPEN

Crucifer

OPEN

Lori Crossmock

John Garner

OPEN

OPEN

Com Linens

Carol Rife

Carol Rife

Carol Rife

OPEN

N/A

Coffee

N/A

Carol Rife/Dianne Polly

OPEN

Ed & Becca Schumacher

OPEN

Altar

Carol Rife/Bill Sykes

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

Council Host

Ed Schumacher

Dan Scherf

Carol Rife

Chris Kelyman

Dan Scherf

Council Money

Lori Crossmock

Lori Crossmock

Lori Crossmock

Lori Crossmock

Jennifer Parker

Please sign up for worship services at least four weeks in advance if possible so that we know where to fill in as
needed. If you have not yet used the system, here are complete instructions on how to use SignUp Genius and
download the mobile app to your phone. If you have any questions, or need help signing up, please contact Carol
Webster.

Worship Servant Sign-Up

Partnering with Christ to Renew Lives

Epiphany is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
7887 Poplar Ave.
Germantown, TN 38138
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Rev. Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter

pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Instagram
YouTube
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