
PUBLIC HEARING NOTES

FOR

VILLAGE OF CHAPIN, MORGAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS

WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES IMPROVEMENTS
2017 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)
PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE COMPONENT
COMPETITIVE ROUND

On Wednesday, November 8th, 2017 at 6:30 p.m., prevailing time, a Public Hearing Meeting was held at Village Hall, 510 Everett Street, Chapin, Morgan County, Illinois to discuss a State of Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity-Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Public Infrastructure Grant Application for the construction of a new aeration system at the present wastewater treatment facilities. 
Village President Robert Luttrell opened the public hearing and then, with assistance from Mr. Cameron Jones representing Benton and Associates, Inc., who is preparing the application for the Village of Chapin, informed the attendants of the following requirements which will be addressed in the application:

●
LOW-TO-MODERATE INCOME BENEFIT:  Project must benefit at least 51% low-to-moderate income persons as determined by the methodology described in the CDBG guidelines.  In this project, income survey data indicates a 65.54% low to moderate income benefit. 
●
HEALTH THREAT:  Project must document the seriousness and urgency of the threat to the health and safety of the community’s population.  This project will replace the existing aged and failing aeration system with a new aeration system at the wastewater treatment lagoon so that the lagoon discharge will comply with the Village’s NPDES Permit discharge limits.
●
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  DCEO/CDBG Grant funds will be used to install a new aeration system in Cell 1 and Cell 2 of the wastewater lagoon at the Village’s wastewater treatment facilities.   
●
PROJECT READINESS:  Project must document that the project is ready to proceed and expend funds.  No additional land acquisition or easements are necessary to this project.  An IEPA construction permit is not required since the type and method of treatment is not being changed or modified.  The Village will leverage local funds towards this project and not require funding from other sources.
●
FINANCIAL NEED:  The Village is leveraging available local funds towards this project but not in an amount sufficient to pay all associated costs.  Therefore grant funds are needed to keep utility rates affordable. The current sewer bill is in excess of 1% of the median household income.
The following information relating to the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s various programs was discussed:

Funding Availability
For the year 2017, the State’s Federal Community Development Block Grant’s allocation is $26,585,660.  Each program component has a maximum funding level or grant ceiling.  While grant ceilings establish the upper limits that may be requested, individual grants are invited only in amounts commensurate with requirements of the proposed project.  Fund availability will be distributed as follows:

	Program

Category
	Budget
	Grant Ceiling
	Application

Deadline

	ONGOING PROGRAMS (non-competitive)
	
	
	

	Economic Development (ED)

	$2,000,000
	$1,000,000
	N/A

	Disaster Recovery (DR)
	$2,000,000
	$500,000
	N/A

	COMPETITIVE PROGRAMS
	
	
	

	Public Infrastructure
 (PI) -
	
	
	

	   Construction Only 

	$14,388,910
	$500,000
	12/15/2017

	Housing Rehabilitation (HR)
	$  6,500,000
	$500,000                         
	     12/15/2017


HUD regulations provide that 3% of the allocation plus $100,000 can be used for administration and technical assistance for the State-administered program.

Citizen Participation
The Village must provide for a minimum of two public hearings, each at a different stage of the program.  This public hearing is the first of the two (2) public hearings and is being held prior to the submission of the application and prior to passage of the Village’s Resolution of Support and Commitment of Funds.  The Notice of Public Hearing for this meeting was published on November 2, 2017 in the Jacksonville Source, some 7 days prior to the actual meeting not counting the day of publication.

The intent of this project is to construct a new aeration system at the wastewater treatment facilities at a total cost of $553,100. to be funded with $483,600 of DCEO Funds and $69,500 of local funds.
Project Funding

The total construction costs associated with the project are $553,100.  This application requests CDBG funds of $483,600 for construction costs.  Local (Village) funds will provide $40,500 for Bidding and Construction Phase Services and $29,000 for the activity delivery fees.  The total amount of CDBG funds proposed to be used for activities that will benefit low-to-moderate income persons is $316,951.
The implementation of this project will not cause the displacement of any persons or loss of any housing stock.

A list of prioritized community development and housing needs as discussed at this public hearing is as follows:

1) Wastewater system improvements.
2) Sewer collection system improvements.
3) Storm water drainage.

The public hearing covered (a) the amount of funds available; (b) the project activities that will be undertaken with CDBG funding, including amount; (c) the project activities that will be undertaken with leverage funding, including amount; (d) the estimated amount proposed for activities that will benefit low-to-moderate income individuals; (e) plans for minimizing displacement as a result of the CDBG grant assisted activities and to assist persons actually displaced; (f) a detailed prioritized list of housing and community development needs and (g) a narrative discussion of the scope of the project including proposed improvements, costs, benefit area and impact on community finances. 

The Village Clerk will certify the public hearing minutes.  Efforts were made to assure reasonable access to the public hearing by handicapped persons.  Those attending the public hearing were informed of how and where to access the applicant’s CDBG records.  A copy of the public hearing attendance sheet, which identifies private citizens and local officials, is included as part of the citizen participation document.  Copies of these documents were made available as of November 2, 2017 upon request from Village Hall, 510 Everett Street, Chapin, Illinois between the working hours of 9:00 AM and 12:00 noon, Monday thru Friday. The Village was available to receive written or e-mail comments until November 6, 2017.
The meeting was opened to the floor for comments.  
Questions and responses are noted on Exhibit A attached hereto.
With no other comments or items for discussion, the meeting was closed at _____ P.M.

I hereby state that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the notes represented herein above are a true and correct representation of the public meeting held on Wednesday November 8, 2017 at Village Hall, 510 Everett Street, Chapin, Illinois, for the purposes of receiving public comments regarding the application for a $483,600 DCEO/CDBG Public Infrastructure Program grant for the construction of a new aeration system at the Village’s wastewater treatment facilities.
_____________________________             Attest: _____________________________                                                      
Robert Luttrell, Village President



Rosanne Hamilton, Village Clerk
Village of Chapin
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