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EDINBURG TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

Edinburg Townhall                           August 13, 2015


Sandra Templeton called the regular meeting of the Edinburg Township Trustees to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call shows: Diane Austin, absent; Sandra Templeton, present; 
John Hayes, present; Judy Repcik, present; Kevin Biltz, present; Mike Pittinger, absent; Rob Swauger, arrived late; Julie Bearss, absent.  
RESOLUTION 2015-191: A motion was made by John Hayes to approve the Agenda as 

presented; this was seconded by Sandra Templeton.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; 
John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

RESOLUTION 2015-192: A motion was made by John Hayes to approve the minutes of the 

August 10, 2015 emergency meeting; this was seconded by Sandra Templeton.  Roll call shows:  

Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

Comments or Questions from PERSON(s) in Attendance:

Mary Greer, Shalersville Twp Resident
Sandra introduced Mary Greer who was present to address the Board about injection wells in Ohio.

Mary Greer thanked the Trustees for letting her come to this beautiful building.  She proceeded to present background information on injection wells.  She stated that Portage, Ashtabula, Athens and Trumball Commissioners and Township Associations have all agreed, along with many citizens, that a freeze on new wells is good common sense.  
She said that fifty years ago underground disposal was the state of the art improvement over dumping waste into rivers but now the Class II well industry in Ohio is based only on 1984 guidelines—they have a short memorandum of agreement which has nowhere near the regulations of the production end of the industry.  The disposal end is much less strict with fewer safety precautions; the citizens are very concerned about the disposal industry and what it’s bringing to the counties.  She stated that there are 205 active injection wells in Ohio right now—there have been up to 246 last year.  
She said that it’s not so much the number of wells but actually it’s more about the volume [of waste] that is put into the well.  Fifty to ninety percent of the waste that goes into them comes from out of state, not from Ohio.  She said that in 2011 there were 144 wells which is about 12.5 million barrels of waste.  By 2014 they have clearly almost doubled and so did the barrels of waste. 
She continued by asking what will happen by 2017? Will that number double again?  And if it does, what will happen in a decade?  
She also presented a congressional report and other information about the chemicals in the waste—some of which are carcinogens.  Secrecy about these chemicals is a huge problem.  
Putting a moratorium on new wells will allow the needed time for the general assembly and the ODNR to design an immediate chemical identification protocol.  Waste water contains radiological elements with a half-life of about a thousand years and no amount of treatment can remove them.  

She also talked about the structure of the well and leaking.

Also, studies have shown that health issues rise in the residents the closer you get to a well.

She also mentioned that none of the money made on these wells goes to the County.  

She stated that the process to appeal allowing a well to be built is very difficult and hard to navigate.  No appeal has ever been granted to not build an injection well.   She also said that there is no acreage requirement for the landowner to put in a well.

She also reported on seismicity – there have been more felt earthquakes in Ohio since 2011 (since the number of injection wells has doubled).  She stated that there are too few inspections.  There are four inspectors in Ohio and they inspect 18% of the wells each year.  She said that neighborhood destruction is the tip of the iceberg of the problems.
Twelve commissioners of four counties and two township associations so far support taking time to review these injection well problems.  Saturday night these trustees will be voting to support a potential moratorium on just new wells.  She thanked the Trustees for allowing her to present these facts.

Sandra thanked her for coming. 

Correspondence   
There was no correspondence presented.
OLD BUSINESS

There was No Old Business to discuss at this time.
NEW BUSINESS
--An EMS Closure Authorization was signed.
--Procurement Policy – grants to the Township
RESOLUTION 2015-193: A motion was made by Sandra Templeton to adopt the Procurement Policy; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Julie Bearss- Zoning Inspector  
Sandra read her report in her absence:
--She made/received 0 phone calls.
--She issued 6 permits.
--The BZA met on Monday, August 3, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. and passed two separate variances.

--An application for variance will be set for August 31 if the officials can meet then.  She will be available to help complete a project that was put into motion months ago.  She turned in her phone, credit card and keys.  

--She is still working on minutes from the last BZA meeting.  She will complete the minutes and then return the recorder.  

Kevin Biltz - Roads, Buildings, Cemetery and Park   

--They’ve been looking at several ditches that need to be cleaned out.  
--They went to Porter Road and checked the grades using his laser. They pulled a tree out of the corner and it will drain a lot better now.  The crossover is bad.  He recommends running a new pipe going from the low point where it crosses over to the ditch.  It will need 40 feet of pipe instead of 20 feet because it will go at an angle.  

--They looked at a ditch of a resident who needs a new septic but before it can be installed they need to clean the ditch out because the County said the new septic has to come to the Township ditch.

--They looked at a ditch where the water backed up into the resident’s house because it can’t get to the other ditch.  This is a common problem because of the ice this past winter.  
--The Township does not have a transit or a laser.  A laser would establish proper grades and give the adequate measurements needed to allow for proper drainage.  He is trying to find a good, used laser for the Township.  A new one would cost $1,745.00 which includes everything: receiver, bag, etc.  

He will continue to look for a lower price.  
RESOLUTION 2015-194: A motion was made by Sandra Templeton to approve the purchase of a laser at a cost not to exceed $1,800.00; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.  

--The [1989] generator at the fire station needs to be looked at – it has a fuel problem.  After the fair is over, 

Bill Englehart of Coia Implement Sales has agreed to put a pressure test on the fuel system.  They will also keep their eye out for a grant that they can apply for to replace the generator. 

--The roller is now back together.

--They’ve been mowing and taking care of the grounds at the Park.  The electric is turned on now.
--They’ve been mowing and trimming at the Cemetery.

Rob Swauger - Fire Department Report

-- Between July 30 and August 12 there were 10 total alarms:  4 EMS, 6 fire alarms; 1 mutual aid given and one received.  There was also an MVA requiring both fire and EMS.  
--He contacted Patrick from Penncare who will bring a demo squad to the station tomorrow at 10:30 a.m.  It is the economy model and it costs $125,000 to $130,000 plus the cost of having it painted and the graphics put on.  Sandra, John and Tom & Judy plan to go look at it also.  
--Sandra gave the paperwork for the 2014 First Responder Grant to Rob to have Mike clarify it and let Judy know what should be done with it.  
FISCAL OFFICER REPORT

Judy Repcik - Fiscal Officer 
She presented the following:  

--Year-to-Date Cash Summary
--The second half taxes have been received.

--July 2015 Financial Report  
--Departmental Reports
TRUSTEE REPORTS 

Diane Austin

She was not present to give a report.
John Hayes
He had nothing further to discuss at this time.  
Sandra Templeton
She had nothing further to discuss at this time.  

RESOLUTION 2015-195:  A motion was made by John Hayes to pay the bills; this was seconded by Sandra Templeton.  Roll call shows: Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes.

RESOLUTION 2015-196:  A motion was made by Sandra Templeton that the meeting be adjourned at 
8:23 p.m.; this was seconded by John Hayes.  Roll call shows:  Diane Austin, absent; John Hayes, yes; Sandra Templeton, yes. 
_________________________________

____________________________________

Sandra Templeton, Chairperson
               
John Hayes, Trustee                                 

_________________________________                    ____________________________________

Diane Hargett Austin, Trustee 


Judy Repcik, Fiscal Officer 
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