Aim: How important is the system of “checks and balances” to the gov’t?


I. Separation of Powers

1. Federal Government separated three distinct branches

a. Executive branch, headed by the President

i. Administers, or carries out, the laws. 

b. Legislative branch, Congress

i. Enacts, or makes, the laws. 

c. Judicial branch, the court system
i. interprets the laws

ii. Settles disputes regarding the meaning of laws.
II. Checks and balances
1. Gives each branch of gov’t ways to check or control other branches

Executive Branch

How does the Executive Branch check the Legislative Branch?

· check Congress by vetoing legislation

· can appoint federal officials who carry out and enforce laws 

How does the Executive Branch check the Judicial Branch?

· check the federal courts by nominating judges

· by granting pardons, reprieves and amnesty

· by refusing court orders

Legislative Branch
How does the Legislative Branch check the Executive Branch?

· By refusing to pass legislation and to appropriate funds

· Override the President’s veto 

· Refusing to ratify his treaties

· House of Representatives may bring impeachment charges 

· Senate acting as jury may remove the president from office

How does the Legislative Branch check the Judicial Branch?

· Amending the Constitution to overturn decisions of the Court 

· Senate can refuse men nominated by the President for judgeships

****The House of Representatives and Senate may check each other

Judicial Branch
How does the Judicial Branch check the Executive Branch?

· declaring actions of the executive as unconstitutional by using the judicial review
How does the Judicial Branch check the Legislative Branch?

· declaring laws and treaties as unconstitutional using the judicial review.

** Judicial review is the power of a court to review the actions of public sector bodies in terms of their constitutionality. In some jurisdictions it is also possible to review the constitutionality of the law itself.
