
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Worship
Sunday, April 18, 2021 – Third Sunday of Easter

Prelude - Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain, setting by Richard Boursy

GATHERING 

We gather in the name of the Father a and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Let us confess our sin.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn - With High Delight Let Us Unite 368

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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THIS IS THE FEAST

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us
with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

WORD

Children’s Message

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s
promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and
resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name.
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at
us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom
you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him.
14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and
you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by
faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the
faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer.
19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

Psalm: Psalm 4    

Refrain
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 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; you set me free when I was in distress;
have mercy on me and | hear my prayer.
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory;
  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?”
 3Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful; the LORD will hear me | when I call.
 4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed.  Refrain
 5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, and put your trust | in the LORD.
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?”  Let the light of your face shine upon |
us, O LORD.
 7You have put gladness | in my heart, more than when grain and | wine abound.
 8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure.  Refrain

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details
of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away
our sins.
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when
he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in
him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one
who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a
mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is
I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”
40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they
were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day - Lord, You Give the Great Commission 579

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open our
hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and
forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and delight.
Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration (local concerns for creation may be named).
Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for guidance
and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to
national, state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant to those
who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness
(especially) Barbara, Jan, Johanna, Tony, JoAnn, Leon, Janet, Joyce, Ida, Phyllis, Leslie, Bob,
Ellie, Tracey, Fran, Gus, James and Cassandra, Sue, Barbara, Mark, David, and others we may
name aloud or quietly. Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God. Reveal
yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like you in our
mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank you for
their lives among us (especially). Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join
them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

Offering
Offertory - The Easter Sequence, by Wilbur Held

Offertory - Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer
P Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of
your Son, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of powe’r and might; Heav’n and earth are full of your
glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
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to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Come to the banquet for all is ready.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Hymn during Communion - By Your Hand You Feed Your People 469

Holy Communion will be available in the church parking lot on Sundays, from
11:15 am - 12:00 pm

Please do not leave your car. We will come to you and deliver a wafer and wine or grape juice.
It will be served to you in a bowl. Please take the elements and distribute among those in your

vehicle and then dispose of the cups and bowl when you get home.

Prayer after Communion
God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with
all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn - Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 389

Postlude - Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands, setting by Wilbur Held
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The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God with the following recognition:
Z In memory of Nancy Clendaniel by Dick Clendaniel

You are invited to sign up for altar flowers by stopping by at the credenza in the atrium under the
monitor. In the double-stacked box are the sign up sheets in the top, with the forms and envelopes in the
bottom. Sign up for your date(s) and then complete the forms/envelopes and return at least one week
before your selected date(s). Any number of people may sign up for flowers each week.

Prayer of the Church (Members):  Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Johanna Nikitscher, Tony Perrotte,
JoAnn and Leon Bowman, Janet Ravert, Joyce Veazey, Ida Elliott, Phyllis Jenkins,  Leslie Johnson, Bob
and Ellie DeVries, Gus Holshouser, James and Cassandra Wagner, Sue Dahl, Barbara Shade, Mark
Dewhirst, David Dahl

Our sympathy to the family and friends of Oscar Yayo, who died on Sunday, April 11, 2021. His funeral
was held on Saturday, April 17 at Maplewood Cemetery in Durham. 

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time,

email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews [Tony’s mother], Robert Meissner [Tony’s uncle], and
Dian and Gina Piazza [friends] (by Tony and Penni Perrotte); Laura Williams (friend of Amanda
Anderson), Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson), Jane L (friend of Robin Winfree), Tim and Sue
Williams (friends of the Foremans), Phillip Idom & Warner Ettinger (friends of the Perrotte’s), Pamela
Kildahl (sister of Wendy Waugh), Sara Russell (sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don
and daughter Emma (by Joan Pepper), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Lydia Taylor (cousin of
Bee Ellertson), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson), Donore Lantz (friend of Judy Schlegel), MJ
Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg Hudgins), Gay Reed (friend of Robin
Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy Anderson),  Jacki and Steven and daughters (friends of Joan
Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson), Lois Horn (friend of Penni Perrotte), Staci Dominick
(daughter-in-law of Ted and Diana Dominick), Marti Casalino (friend of Marcia Redman), David Deardorff
(cousin of Marlene Coulter), Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter Hinshaw),
Michelle Meadors, Gad Kainer, Peggy Stevens (by John and Linda Foreman), Eric Tabert (nephew of Deb
Tabert), Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity, Chuck Noll (friend of the Waugh’s), Armenia and Artsakh
(friends of Judy Schlegel), William and Barbara Wilson (parents of Bill Wilson), Marjorie Bower (daughter
of Doug and Fran Whitfield), Linda Leslie (mother of Sean Slane), Rufous Coulter (brother-in-law of
Marlene Coulter), Paul DeVries (brother of Bob DeVries), Twila Dahl (sister-in-law of Bill Dahl and Martha
Dahl), Gini Rinkus (friend of the Dominicks), Don Weaver (cousin of Marlene Coulter), Jim Allen (family
member of Ted and Diana Dominick), Sara (sister of Marlene Coulter), Farmer family (cousins of Marlene
Coulter), Betty Sue Dickerson and son Barry Dickerson (friends of the church), Elaine Williamson (sister-
in-law of Greg Hudgins), Mike Winfree (brother-in-law of Robin Winfree)

Worship Opportunities
The COVID-19 Task Force met and determined after looking at square footage and percentages of
occupancy, that we can socially distance 44 people in the sanctuary and 50 people in Trinity Hall for
worship. There will be no singing and masks are required as well as social distancing. Hand sanitizing
dispensers are available. Holy Communion will be served during this service as well as drive through in
the parking lot from approximately 11:15 am until 12:00 noon.

In-Person Worship
We will be open on Sunday morning at 10:00 am to worship in person using the ELW Setting Four. This
service will be live streamed on Zoom. In addition, we will record this service for later viewing and will
email the link.
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Zoom information:
Topic: Sunday Morning Worship
Time: at 9:30 am - worship begins at 10:00 am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88584944760?pwd=YTZlSFp3NVg2Z09GV0JpOEhObER5Zz09
Meeting ID: 885 8494 4760    Passcode: 435920
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,88584944760#,,,,*435920# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,88584944760#,,,,*435920# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 885 8494 4760     Passcode: 435920
Find your local number:  https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbCjEelyDd

You're Invited! Duke Lutherans Alumni and Supporter Appreciation Evening Prayer
Please join the Duke Lutherans for a special (virtual) Evening Prayer service this Sunday night, April 18, at

5:30 p.m. as we celebrate and give thanks for our amazing alumni and supporters, here in Durham and

throughout the country. We'll sing Holden Evening Prayer, hear from current and former students about how

campus ministry has shaped their lives, and join in prayer for the Church, the world, and all of God's people. If

possible, please R.S.V.P. to Pastor Amanda, though it's not required. We hope you'll join us Sunday night so

that we might thank God together for our partnership in this life-giving ministry!

https://duke.zoom.us/j/96838098980?pwd=Z1hWd2haa0d3b05MMHM4RDU5cjBaUT09

Meeting ID: 968 3809 8980         Passcode: Luther

Pour a cup of tea or coffee and join the Pastor and Vicar for Coffee Hour on Mondays on Zoom
from 10-11.  Here is the info:
Topic: Coffee Hour with the Pastor and Vicar, Time: 10:00-11:00 am on Mondays
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/91351103753?pwd=WVVCRlgrSUhhLzJWN3pPYnlyL25LZz09     
Meeting ID: 913 5110 3753  – Password: 292680 

Zoom Bible Study – The Study of the Minor Prophets.
Bible study is now meeting in person in the conference room as well as on zoom. Join us
either way.
Topic: Bible Study –  Time: 10:30 am on Thursdays. Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/946532621?pwd=UTJqYjV0V3laMmpROStMdGRvTGFhUT09  
Meeting ID: 946 532 621  – Password: 402561

St. Paul’s Readers – The book for May is Beneath a Scarlett Sky, by Mark Sullivan. The group will meet
by Zoom on Thursday, May 15 at 3:00 pm.

Permit Received – Wildflower Cottage for Children received from the City of Durham, their special use
permit to operate a daycare facility at 2416 Pickett Road (formerly Damascus House). They are now able
to begin renovation of the property. They are working toward being open in the new facility this fall.
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Gathering Hymn - With High Delight Let Us Unite 368
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Hymn of the Day - Lord, You Give the Great Commission 579
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Communion Hymn - By Your Hand You Feed Your People 469
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Sending Hymn - Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 389
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