Today we enter upon a text 


that has been a talking point within our denomination 


and the key to what many are saying 



is the difference between a dying church 



and a thriving church.  

It is also a text 


that depending on your theological viewpoint 



is half useless today 



or why the church is dying in our culture today.  

Who knew that a little list in verse 11 


could make or break the church?

Verse 11 


lists 5 different ways in which we can reflect the image of God to the world.  

That is in the roles of apostle, 


prophet, 


evangelist, 


shepherd, 


and teacher.  

The theological issue with these different roles is, 


in the purest biblical sense of the word, 



how Paul and others usually use it, 


apostle is to be used of only those who saw Jesus' ministry.  



Hence why Paul speaks of being untimely born, 




and repeats his vision of Jesus speaking to him three times.  



He has seen Jesus, 




so he can claim to be an apostle.  


Those who hold that Apostles died out with the first generation, 



because of this definition, 



quickly dispose of prophet and evangelist, 


and put the focus on shepherd and teacher, 



quickly make shepherd the pastor 



and therefore also teacher, 


and then say whether the church rises or falls, 



is purely up to the pastor, 




who is supposed to take on these other 3 roles as well.  

It is a heavy load 


and the more we adopt this line of thought, 



the more our church is going to struggle.  

The issue quickly becomes, 


how do we find a pastor that can teach, shepherd, 



evangelize, prophesy, 



and is an apostle of Jesus?  

If you find them, 


fire me and hire them.  

For Pastors, 


like most people, 

there are some things one does well 


and other areas in which they struggle.  

Often, 


those who are proficient at teaching 



either are not strong at shepherding 



or evangelizing.  

What makes you good at one 


makes it hard for you to do the other.

Now the reason Paul has this particular list is, 


he was looking at who Jesus was.  



Jesus was all of these things.



He was also the son of God.


He was an apostle, 



he was sent by God, 




which is what apostle means.  



The Latin is Missio, 




from which we get a missionary.  



Someone sent to witness to God.  


Jesus was a Prophet.  



Not necessarily telling the future.  


Instead 



a prophet is a God obsessed person, 



a covenant guardian, 



one who reminds us of our obligations to God.  


It often happens that such a person who hears God 



and shares what God wants from us, 



will also hear what the punishment is.  


If we do not repent, 



then such consequences would not happen.  

If prophet meant that you predicted the future, 



Jonah would not be a prophet.  




He told Ninevah 40 days and they will be wiped out. 



The people repented and were spared.  


But Jonah is a prophet, 



because he was a God obsessed person, 



he was upset about being sent to Ninevah 




because he thought going there would endanger the covenant.  


When he got there, 



he reminded the people of their obligations 




by telling them of the path they were on.  

Jesus did what Jonah did for us.  

An evangelist is the same word as good news, 


Euangelion.  

They are the recruiters, 


the infectious person that everyone is naturally drawn to.  

When they speak, 


people listen and respond.  

Remember how everyone had heard of Jesus, 


how they flocked into the streets when he came to town, 


how houses were having holes cut into roofs 



to see Jesus.  

It was because Jesus was an Euangelionist, 


an Evangelist.  

Next comes shepherds or pastors.  


From looking at our hymnal, 



you would assume that it is used constantly.  

But this word for shepherd 


is only used once in the New Testament  


to talk about anyone but Jesus.  



Our text today.  


Jesus is the shepherd.  

Only Paul tells the Ephesians 


that they need someone concerned about the community, 


making sure that wholesome care occurs.  

Finally, 


we have teacher.  

One with wisdom and understanding.  


Someone who has read Proverbs 



and knows it well.  


As we read through the gospel stories, 



we hear people calling upon Jesus as teacher 




and rabbi, 


two different words, 



but asking him to share his wisdom and understanding about God's word.

So Jesus fulfilled all five roles to establish his church, 


the question is, 



why would he stop needing all five aspects 




for the church to continue to thrive?  



Why would it stop in the first generation 




with the first three being fulfilled



and then just depend on Pastor's and Teachers to carry on the church?

Alan Hirsch, 


has appeared at multiple ECO conferences 



to speak on the APEST Church.  

APEST is the abbreviation of the fivefold ministry of 


Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Shepherd, and Teacher.  

He has sold plenty of books promoting the idea 


that the church needs to find all five roles 


and work them into the leadership of the church, 



so that it can grow.  

The reason for this, 


is our text.  

Jesus gave us these five roles, 


“to prepare God’s people for works of service, 



so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 




until we all reach unity in the faith 




and in the knowledge of the Son of God 




and become mature.”  

He claims that the church has moved instead 


to making shepherd and teacher one 



and forgetting the other three.  


By forgetting these other roles that are needed for the body to be built up, 



the maturity that we are striving for can not happen.

Since we are celebrating teachers today and back to school, 


I would like to look at this reality from their point of view.  

We are prone to assume 


that the rise and fall of our child in school 



is dependent solely on the teacher.  


If the students are not doing well, 



it is solely the teachers fault.  


If the students suddenly are excelling, 



it is because they have an excellent teacher.  

Paul, 


citing Jesus' example, 

would hold that they are one fifth of the problem or cure.  


Schools also need Shepherds, 


Evangelists, 


Prophets, 


and Apostles to succeed.  

Part of the reason Skagway has been ranked high in the state for years now, 


is that we have these pieces in place.

The schools main shepherd is school counselor.  


They at least head up the push for wholesome care to happen in the school.  


Teacher Assistants also fill in the gaps, 



making sure that those who might be left behind 




have a chance to catch up 




and be part of the class.  

The Evangelist can easily be seen in a coach.  


Someone who sees what is there 



and knows that there is more potential there.  


They inspire people to do more than they thought possible.  


They are always inviting people to join 



and make a difference to the team.  

The prophets show up in the guise of the Superintendent and School Board.  


They are there to remind everyone what we are there to do, 



what the obligations are for the curriculum to be covered, 



to evaluate the teachers 



and make sure they are doing what is necessary.  

The apostles could be the parents.  


They have seen the difference an education makes for them



and are sending their children to experience what they have gone through.  

These five roles are all important for the school to function well, 


as well as any other organization, 



why not the church?

We need to realize that Jesus gave these various roles out to each of us.  

Verse 7 reads, 


“But to each one of us 



grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.”  

Charis, 

or grace, 


here means gifts of kindness 



to be right with God.  

These gifts are the five fold ministry, 


not of your pastor, 


but of the leaders of the church 



that will lead us all to maturity.  

Do we need this in our church?  


Absolutely!  


And God is already providing it.  

We had apostles here last week with the Portland group.  

We have prophets 


who keep reminding us of what we are supposed to be doing as the church.  



Some reminding us to worship, 



others to pray, 



others to give acts of service, 



others to help those who are suffering.  


When the church starts to get off track, 



they are there reminding us of the covenant.  

There are a couple of recruiters in the room, 

Evangelists 


who invite those they come into contact with to join them.  

If in the last twelve months, 


you have invited 


and seen a person in church, 



you are probably graced as an Evangelist.  


Which is great, 



because I am not strong there.  
Shepherds are those who we tend to get excited about, 


because we often call them pastor's.  

But again 


those gifted in this way 



bring about wholesome community.  


They check on the health and welfare of your spiritual life.  


They help ensure the community is healthy and well.  

Which you should be aware of in this church, 


is something that I don't just do.  

There are multiple people praying for you 


and our gathering.  

Deacons are making sure that those who have needs 


are being cared for.  

The Session as a whole 


plans how we can follow Jesus better.  

Finally there are teachers, 


which I do more of 



than pastoring.  

When I am preaching, 


a large part of what I am doing 



is providing wisdom and insight, 


so that you can live the way Jesus called you to.  

I have a study, 


instead of an office, 


with books lining the wall, 



because one of my main responsibilities if to help uw understand 



what God's word is saying to you and us.  

Again, 


I am not the only one who does this.  



Parents are constantly doing this, friends, 



fellow covenant partners, 




as well as books, podcasts, 




and other sources of information about God 





that are readily available to us.

As a church body, 


if we want to be mature in our faith, 

we need to find the people who fulfill all of these roles 


and have them work together under the authority of the head of the body, 



Jesus.  

If we have a bunch of Evangelists who invite people in, 


but have no one to teach 


or form community with them, 



we find they are soon leaving the church, 




because nothing is changing.  

If there are no prophets calling us back to be the people of Christ, 


we grow, 


but are not rooted in the things of God.  

If we are not sending people 

or receiving people, 


we are stuck in a pretty narrow view 



of what it means to be the church.  

None of us as individuals


 will excel in all five.  

Because Jesus did not give anyone all five graces.  


Part of the reason for this was, 



he intended us to work together.  

May it be so with us.
