Conflict Resolution

Reuben and Gad |

On occasion Conflict will arise as a result of a misunderstanding, or failing to
properly explain purpose, and/or intent. Such was the case when Israel was
about to cross over the Jordan and conquer the land of Canaan.

Israel had spent forty years in the wilderness because of unbelief. As the forty
years comes to a close, and Israel is on the brink of entering into the land, “the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of cattle:
and when they saw the land of Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that, behold, the
place was a place for cattle; the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came
and spake unto Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and unto the princes of the
congregation, saying (concerning the land east of the Jordan)...the land which
Jehovah smote before the congregation of Israel, is a land for cattle; and thy
servants have cattle. And they said, If we have found favor in thy sight, let this
land be given unto thy servants for a possession; bring us not over the Jordan.”

Regardless of the intent of Reuben and Gad, the word that fell upon the ears of
Moses was not well received. Words are vehicles upon which thought is
transmitted. In most cases, when someone begins to speak the hearer is in the
process of formulating an answer before a full hearing has been obtained. In
other cases, an incorrect definition may be applied to what is being said, and
once again, the hearer has arrived at a conclusion that was not in the mind of
the speaker. So, it was on this occasion. The children of Israel are about to cross
over the Jordan and engage the inhabitants of the land in war. Moses concludes
that the request of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh is an attempt to avoid the battle
and bring the wrath of God upon the people.



“Moses said unto the children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, Shall your
brethren go to the war, and shall ye sit here? And wherefore discourage ye the
heart of the children of Israel from going over into the land which Jehovah hath
given them? Thus did your fathers, when | sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see
the land. For when they went up unto the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they
discouraged the heart of the children of Israel, that they should not go into the
land which Jehovah had given them. And Jehovah's anger was kindled in that
day, and he sware, saying, Surely none of the men that came up out of Egypt,
from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land which | sware unto
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob; because they have not wholly followed
me: save Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun;
because they have wholly followed Jehovah. And Jehovah's anger was kindled
against Israel, and he made them wander to and fro in the wilderness forty years,
until all the generation, that had done evil in the sight of Jehovah, was
consumed. And, behold, ye are risen up in your fathers' stead, an increase of
sinful men, to augment yet the fierce anger of Jehovah toward Israel. For if ye
turn away from after him, he will yet again leave them in the wilderness; and ye
will destroy all this people.”

The Resolution offered by Reuben, and Gad: “And they came near unto him, and
said, We will build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities for our little ones:
but we ourselves will be ready armed to go before the children of Israel, until we
have brought them unto their place: and our little ones shall dwell in the fortified
cities because of the inhabitants of the land. We will not return unto our houses,
until the children of Israel have inherited every man his inheritance. For we will
not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan, and forward; because our
inheritance is fallen to us on this side of the Jordan eastward. And Moses said
unto them, If ye will do this thing, if ye will arm yourselves to go before Jehovah
to the war, and every armed man of you will pass over the Jordan before Jehovah,
until he hath driven out his enemies from before him, and the land is subdued
before Jehovah; then afterward ye shall return, and be guiltless towards Jehovah,



and towards Israel; and this land shall be unto you for a possession before
Jehovah. But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against Jehovah; and be
sure your sin will find you out.”

“Be sure your sin will find you out!” These words, and the reality of the truth
therein contained, should be written on the hearts of all men. The apostle Paul
revealed that “the wages of sin is death,” and wicked and evil men can rest
assured that their “sin will find” them.

The Resolution Accepted: “Build you cities for your little ones, and folds for your
sheep; and do that which hath proceeded out of your mouth. And the children
of Gad and the children of Reuben spake unto Moses, saying, Thy servants will
do as my lord commandeth. Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our
cattle, shall be there in the cities of Gilead; but thy servants will pass over, every
man that is armed for war, before Jehovah to battle, as my lord saith. So Moses
gave charge concerning them to Eleazar the priest, and to Joshua the son of
Nun, and to the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes of the children of
Israel. And Moses said unto them, If the children of Gad and the children of
Reuben will pass with you over the Jordan, every man that is armed to battle,
before Jehovah, and the land shall be subdued before you; then ye shall give
them the land of Gilead for a possession: but if they will not pass over with you
armed, they shall have possessions among you in the land of Canaan. And the
children of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, saying, As Jehovah hath
said unto thy servants, so will we do. We will pass over armed before Jehovah
into the land of Canaan, and the possession of our inheritance shall remain with
us beyond the Jordan. And Moses gave unto them, even to the children of Gad,
and to the children of Reuben, and unto the half-tribe of Manasseh the son of
Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king
of Bashan, the land, according to the cities thereof with their borders, even the
cities of the land round about” (Numbers 32:1-33).

When Conflicts arise, and you are the offender, be ready to offer a peaceful
Resolution, and if your case be a just one let equity and peace prevail.



