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Twin City Postcard Club Annual Spring Show
St. Paul Kelly Inn, Marion St. Exit from I-94
near the MN State Capital in St Paul
This year the Spring Show will be held at the St. Paul Kelly Inn as the
roomier Bloomington Armory was not available on short notice. The
Spring and Fall Shows have both had a mix of Minnesota and out of
state dealers in 2006 and we’ve elected to continued this change in
2007.
Any of you who have been to the Kelly Inn know that space is a premium so we plan to resume the display boards at the Fall 2007 Show
and devote the space to our dealers to display additional postcards.
Our shows have been successful because of the interest and help provided by our members. Members help with room layout, publicity, mailings, admissions, dues collection, finances, setup & takedown etc. If
you’d like to assist with any of these volunteer positions, contact Dave
Johnson (651-426-3573)
Show dates are shown below with more details on directions on page 6.
April 14 (Saturday)
8 - 9 AM for TCPC Members/ show dealers only
9 AM - 6 PM open to the public
April 15 (Sunday)
9 AM - 3 PM

Dealers currently scheduled include: Bruce Adomeit (MN), Audrey
Annis (MN), Dorothy Bichsel (IL), Chuck Clarke (MN), John Cole (MN),
Chuck Donley (MN), Ray Fliess (WI), Perry Frank (MN), Mike Hajicek
(MN), Steve Heggemeier (WI), Alan Hillesheim (MN), Frank & Georgianne Lindemann (WI), Joanne Jensen (MN), Cathi Manchester/
Richard Carlson (WI), Don Morganweck (MN), Charles Parrish (MN),
William Patrick (IA), Dean & Jan Peterson (IA), Jerome Peterson (MN),
Fred Schiffman (MN) and Paul Schoenecker (MN).
Continued on page 6
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A RURAL FREE DELIVERY (RFD) FLAG HANDCANCEL
FROM BROWNTON, MINNESOTA
By Ronald Olin, Fargo, North Dakota
Harold Richow in his “Encyclopedia of RFD Cancels” (1983 Edition) relates that RFD Flag Handcancels are rare. Flags are Type 6 and Richow has 13 varieties (A to E) – Figure 1.
RFD Flags have been reported from only one North Dakota and three Minnesota towns:
Eckman, ND, type 6 DE, Route 1, 1911;
Brownton, MN, type 6 DB, Route 3, 1911;
Harris, MN, type 6 DE, Route 1, 1909;
Ruthton, MN, tyoe 6 DB, Route 1, 1912.

Figure 1

Continued on page 3
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RFD Continued from Page 2
I recently found another Brownton,
MN, RFD Flag cancel (figures 2
and 3) which extends the usage to
1914. This cancel is in magenta ink
although Richow says that the color
of ink is not important. The clarity
and completeness of cancel strike is
fairly good. There is slight
smudging of ink. The U.S. flag has
13 stars and 5 stripes and ties the
stamp to the postcard properly.
Brownton, a small town in
McLeod County, has had an open
post office since 1878. Like many
rural towns, it joined the RFD
system at the turn of the century,
enabling farmers to have their mail
picked up and delivered from a box
without having to go into town.
Brownton is west of Glencoe and
had a population of 688 in 1980.

Figure 2
Backside of Christmas postcard showing

Richow lists clean postcard, clear
cancel, interest in special usages
like flags and collector demand as
the main factors determining value.
In 1983, RFD Flag Hand cancels
were valued at over $100; probably
twice that in 1997.

Long time TCPC Member
Carl Bakule
passes away
Carl Bakule, member #54 of TCPC,
passed away January 4, 2007 at the
age of 87. Carl was a photographer
and antique dealer who lived in
Jordan, MN. He was a member of
TCPC for over 26 years.
Our sympathy to Carl’s family.

Figure 3
Close-up of RFD Flag cancel from Brownton, MN

Do you know the answers?
Answers to the January NL “Do You Know the Answer?” section.
All answers are letter “b”
This month’s questions:
1) What is a “hold to light” card?
2) What is a real photo card?
3) How can I recognize a real photo card?
Answers to these questions appear on page 4
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Abbreviations Used for indicating Condition
CODE

DEFINITION

mt/MT

Mint

ex/EX

vg/VG

CLARIFICATION

CODE

Card has no flaws what-so-ever,
same condition as was issued. Usually
never used in any way.
If postally used, MUST be noted-PMKD.

gd/GD

Good Card can have more noticeable edge
wear and corner damage/creases, face/
back may have minor damage. Usually
postally used. Can have writing on front,
edges and/or where appropriate for writi
ing.

fr/FR

Fair Card can have very noticeable edge wear
and corner damage/creases, face/back can
have damage. Creases will be obvious.

Excellent Card may have very slight/faint edge, and
corner wear, no face, or back damage at
all. No creases, can be postally used.
Canceled on front-allways noted-COF.
No Writing on front-always noted-WOF.
Very Good Card may have noticeable edge wear
and corner damage, face/back have no
noticeable damage. Creases are always
noted. Can be postally used. Sometimes
Canceled on Front. Could have light writ
ing on front, usually around edge, or
where appropriate to write.

DEFINITION

CLARIFICATION

pr/PR

Poor Card has heavy damage in all respects.
Usually only kept until a better card is found.
Use as a space filler.
NOTE: A (+), or (-) may be used to distinguish between the
above values.

Do you know the answers - Below are some explanations to the questions found on page 3
Hold-to-light (HTL's)
Hold-to-light cards have a design cut out of the card which is covered with thinner paper. When the card is held to a
light, it comes through the thinner paper with a design. A simple example would be a stained glass window with the
windows cut out and covered with paper. These date from early in the century, but exactly when I don't know.

Real Photos (RP's)
Real photos are just that. A photograph was taken and developed. A caption was often hand-written on the negative,
often glass. The photograph was printed on special postcard stock. Many real photos are one of a kind. Some were,
relatively, mass produced, usually by a photographer. Some clues are that if the caption is not neat, it probably was
one of a kind. Mass produced cards usually were neater. Some of them carry the name of the photographer. Real
photos also date from early in the century, but are still being made today. Cards that are merely based on photographs but printed through means such as lithography or other printing technique are not real photo (RP) cards.

How does one recognize Real Photo (RP) cards?
People often ask how to recognize Real Photo cards. The easiest way is to look at the card under slight magnification. RP's do not have the dot pattern seen on modern Photochrome cards under a magnifying glass. Most printed
cards will have this dot pattern, much like a photograph printed in a magazine. Additionally, RPs can be identified by
the photographic paper used. This is often indicated on the back. Also, the captions were often "scratched" or
marked on the negative in some other way that leaves the text white in color. Remember, not all black-and-white
cards are Real Photos, and not all Real Photos are black-and-whites.

What exactly is a "Standard" postcard? What is a "Continental" card?
Finally, the question comes up often about what exactly "standard" and "continental" postcards are. "Standard"
postcards measure 3.5x5.5" (89x140mm) while "continentals" measure 4x6" (100x150mm). Of course, these are approximations. Individual manufacturers and cards can and do vary. In some regions regulations specified other
slightly smaller or larger sizes. Although cards that are 4x6" (100x150mm) are the most common card today, when a
postcard says "standard," they mean something smaller.
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Postcard Exhibit Opens February 10, 2007 at Hill House
The Minnesota Historical Society has thousands of postcards in its collection—from mining on the iron range to
milling in Minneapolis and from Paul Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox to St. Paul’s Winter Carnival. These simple mementos from the past capture a unique view of the state's history. A new exhibit featuring hundreds of
postcards, “Greetings Pictorial History of Minnesota Through the Postcard" will open at the
James J. Hill House art gallery on February 10, 2007.
A pictorial
Picture postcards can tell us a lot about who we are as Minnesotans, "says Society art curaHistory of
tor Brian Szott. “These pictures—many of landmarks long since torn down—form a collecMinnesota
tive image that helps to define us as Minnesotans today.” The exhibit features 400 postcards culled from the collection and is organized into major themes, such as “Minnesota on
Through the
the Move,” ”Gataways”and “Main Streets,” and special topics such as “Along Summit AvePostcard
nue "and “Twin Cities' Fairs and Festivals." The exhibit also allows visitors to trace the
evolution of the history of the postcard from its inception in the 19th century through the
current day.
The exhibit may be viewed as part of the Hill House’s regular tours or alone for a $2.00 admission fee (free for
Historical Society members). It will be on display through May 2007.

Meet Allan Hillesheim
TCPC Treasurer
Editors Note: Many of the TCPC members might not know some of the officers that keep the wheels of TCPC going. This, and
hopefully future articles, will give all of you a chance to know those who help make TCPC possible.

Alan Hillesheim has served TCPC as our treasurer since 1991. He joined
TCPC in 1984 but says he has no particular topic of interest. Allan states “if I
like the card I’ll buy it. It could be a real photo, white border, linen or
chrome. Basically, anything but continentals.”
Alan’s hometown is New Ulm MN but he now lives in Minneapolis. He has
collected postcards since February, 1982 when “I answered an ad in the Star
listing 30,000 postcards for $3000.00.” Alan found postcards to be such an
amazing hobby that he quit the others he had.
Alan’s favorite school subjects were history, geography and art. It’s as a result
of those interests that he found postcards so fascinating.

A message for all members - from Dianne Lamb, Membership Chair
Attention Members:
Due to a computer virus and lack of proper backup, I may have lost some information about our membership. If you joined the club at the fall show, I may not have recorded your telephone number, email address
and/or collecting interests. If any of these are things that you want listed in the roster, please let me know.
Also, if you notice incorrect information at any time, or you want changes made to your listing in the 2007
roster (distributed at the spring show), feel free to contact me. Even if you just want to verify your information, let me know.
My telephone number is 651-460-4927 and my email address is: dvlamb@hotmail.com I apologize for any
inconvenience on your part.
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Postcard Show Continued from the front page

Directions to the Postcard
show/sale

Date:

April 14 -15

Location: St Paul Kelly Inn
161 St Anthony Ave
St Paul MN
(near the State Capital)
I-94 at Marion St. Exit
April 14 (Saturday)
8 - 9 AM for TCPC Members and show
dealers only
9 AM - 6 PM open to the public
April 15 (Sunday)
9 AM - 3 PM

Below are some other helpful definitions of terms
that may be of some use to new Postcard collectors.
Antique Postcard: Generally any postcard published before WW I.
Arcade Card: Postcard size, but without a postcard back. Usually came from vending machines
Artist Signed: The artist's signature is reproduced with the artwork on the postcard.
Chrome Era: The term Chrome originated with Kodak's Kodachrome film. Chromes were the first color
postcards produced from color film and printed with the photo mechanical process. Union Oils of 1939
were the first chromes.
Chromolithograph: Sometimes called "Chromo" a reproduction process using finely grained lithographic
tones from continuous-tone negatives.
Continental Size: Postcards measuring 4" by 6". Most published after 1940's. Many Foreign cards were
also published prior to 1940's.
Deltiology: The collecting and study of postcards. The words is derived from "delti" (little picture) and
"logy" “theory, science, or study of”.
Golden Age The period between the Spanish American War and World War I when the collecting of postcards was at it's peak. (for the record, the Spanish American war was in 1898 and the start of World War I
was 1914)
Linen Era: Were widely printed in the U.S. in the late 1930's and early 1940's when access to quality
European printing was restricted by high tariffs. Linens are typically printed in vivid colors on paper with a
linen-textured surface, and they tend to have a shadow-less airbrushed appearance.
Pioneer Postcard: A postcard produced prior to July 1, 1898 of the Private Mailing Act of May 19, 1898.
Private Mailing Card: A card published between 1898 and 1902.
Standard Size: Postcard measuring 3 1/2" by 5 1/2", either vertical, or horizontal.
Real Photo: A picture postcard made directly on photographic paper with a postcard back.
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Postcard Info on the Internet by Alan Calavano
If you’ve read my previous articles, you hopefully now know what eBay is (SEPT 06), how to register on
eBay and how to select a good UserID and Password (NOV 06), and how to protect your eBay (and other)
Passwords and avoid getting tricked by would-be con artists (JAN 07). At long last, we’re almost ready to
actually start buying postcards.
There are basically four steps to buying a postcard (or anything) on eBay:
·

Finding a Postcard You are Interested In (Searching)

·

Watching The Postcard Until the Auction Ends (“My eBay”)

·

Buying / Sniping The Postcard

·

Paying For Your Purchase (PayPal)

This month we’ll cover the first step, namely Searching for a postcard you’re interested in.
Let’s say (for example) that I’m looking for a postcard from Rochester, Minnesota.
On the eBay homepage (www.ebay.com), I click on the “Buy” box at the upper left of the page, I then select “Collectibles” from the left column of the “Browse Categories” list, and then “Postcards” in the
“Postcards & Paper” category from the third column of the “Categories with Collectibles” page. When I
did this just now, I received a screen of postcard items for sale with the message “127728 items found in
Postcards”.
If I wanted to, I could look at ALL the postcards for sale on eBay (a page at a time) by just going to the
bottom of the page and selecting “Next”, but obviously this would take quite a while ... as I write this there
are 2,556 pages of postcard items listed.
This is where the search box comes in (at the top of the screen, just below the yellow tab that says “All
Items”). The second box on this line should already say “Postcards”. In the first box, type in
“Rochester” (this box isn’t case-sensitive, so “rochester” is OK too) and click on the “search item and description” box just below it. Then click on the gray “Search” button at the right of the two search boxes.
You always want to search item and description because otherwise, you’ll only get those items that have
“rochester” in the item title. For example, I just searched titles only and found 196 Rochester postcards
listed. When I performed the same search and selected “search item and description” I found 379 items.
If you don’t believe me, try it for yourself.
So far so good. However, when I start looking through the list of “rochester” postcards for sale, I quickly
realize that I’m getting not only Rochester, Minnesota but also Rochester, New York; Rochester, England;
Rochester, New Hampshire and a bunch of other Rochester’s I don’t care about. So, let’s go back and
modify our search.

Continued on page 8
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Postcard Info on the Internet Continued from page 7

This time I enter “Rochester Minnesota” in the search field which will find only those items that contain
both “Rochester” and “Minnesota” in the title or description. This time I get a list of 30 items and they all
do in fact contain both Rochester and Minnesota, but believe it on not, a number of people with Rochester
postcards for sale entered Minnesota as either Minn or MN and my search didn’t find those. To fix this, I
go back and modify my search argument one more time, and this time I enter “rochester (minnesota, minn,
MN)” which means that I want item’s whose title or description contains “rochester” and either
“minnesota” “minn” or “mn”. This time I find 56 items.
There are number of other ways you can customize an eBay search. If you select “Advanced Search” just to
the right of the grey “search” button it will attempt to help you set up the search you want. Be sure to look
at “general search tips” and “advanced search commands” from the “Advanced Search” screen. You can
even exclude items based on words or even sellers that you know you don’t want to look at. I also find it
useful sometimes to look at what another user is bidding on (on the “Advanced Search” screen, select
“Items by Bidder” in the column on the left of the page, enter the “Bidder’s User ID”, and select “Search”).
There are number of other ways you can customize an eBay search. If you select “Advanced Search” just to
the right of the grey “search” button it will attempt to help you set up the search you want. Be sure to look
at “general search tips” and “advanced search commands” from the “Advanced Search” screen. You can
even exclude items based on words or even sellers that you know you don’t want to look at. I also find it
useful sometimes to look at what another user is bidding on (on the “Advanced Search” screen, select
“Items by Bidder” in the column on the left of the page, enter the “Bidder’s User ID”, and select “Search”).
The thing to keep in mind with Search is that you’ll get exactly what you ask for, no more, no less. If the
seller incorrectly types in “rochester” as “r-chester” or “rchester”, chance are you never find it. Once
you’ve created a search that you like, I’d recommend you save it as a “Favorite” if you’re using the Windows Internet Explorer Web Browser or as a “Bookmark” if you’re using a Netscape Browser.
In May we’ll take a look at the different pieces of information in an eBay listing (like the sellers “feedback
rating” and how to ask the seller a question) and we’ll look at how you can use “My eBay” to “watch”
items you’re interested in until the auction ends.
As always, if you have any comments, questions, ideas, requests or PC related Internet sites that you'd like
to contribute to this column, please contact me at ALCAL@ALUM.MIT.EDU or 507-282-4389. Guest
written Internet related articles are also welcome.
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Adina's Latest Challenge
Here's another of Adina Overbee's challenges. This time she is challenging members to come up with postcards of interesting or unusual machinery. The machinery can be stationary (for example, in a factory or
power plant) or movable (such as construction or agricultural machinery.) It could even be a small machine.
Please send your responses to her challenge to the editor. If you can, submit them electronically as a
scanned image. If that's not possible for you, then contact the editor to work out alternative ways to submit
your entry.

It was known more than 2,000 years ago that properly drained cropland has higher yields than
un-drained land. Here is an early steam-powered machine to cut trenches for drain tiles (note
the slogan painted on the boiler: "Grand Dad of them All.") A steam engine both moved the
machine and powered the wheel at left with buckets on it to cut a trench. The card is unused. It
doesn't say where the photo was taken, but the photographer and publisher are based in Ft.
Wayne, IN. An automobile at left with large rear fenders gives some clue as to how long ago
the picture was taken. The machine was probably on display at an antique farm machinery
show (note the number plate "49" on it.) Card from the Dave Norman collection.
Send your digital image to Duane Stabler (Editor), dstabler@bigfoot.com or mail the card or a
high resolution photocopy, to Duane Stabler, 4544 N River Run, Savage MN 55378
(cards will be included in a future issue of the newsletter but for another response to this challenge, see page 10)
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POST CARDS WANTED

Classifieds

Pre-1930 Real Photo and View Cards from
Minnesota Towns of:
St. Cloud—Wadena—Bertah—Hewitt

Advertising:

Harold Zosel
PO Box 782, St Cloud MN 56302-0782
Phone: 320-359-7049; email: hzosel@aol.com
Xerox Preferred—Approvals Accepted
expires: January 2008

Make $10,000 using your Postcard Collection
Gain some profit from your investment in postcards. I made
nearly $10,000 on my first book and my second is now on
sale. To help you, I have written a book “How to write a book
using your postcard collection,”an attractive book, 32 pages of
examples and illustrations. Cost: $5.00 plus $3.00 postage.
See sample books at www.wowteaching.com. Send check to:
Dr. John R. Eggers, 3024 Sunnyside Road NE, Bemidji MN
56601. Phone 218-33-1387.

General advertising will appear in
newsletters. Members can have
one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the newsletter
editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00
Send Payment along with details of
ad to the editor:
Duane Stabler
4544 N River Run
Savage MN 55378

Email: envision@paulbunyan.net Send $25.00 more to
view “Greetings from Waterville, MN” as an example of what
you can do.
expires: July 2007
of hard,- dangerous work when such
Editor responds to Adina’s Challenge
This real photo postcard is of
a tool that was used to drill a
well in the Dakotas. You’ll
notice a barrel shaped device
to the right (the readers left)
of the man standing on the
platform of the well driller.
This was the actual drilling
piece that was lowered into
what was to become a well.

wells were 100 feet or deeper. ....
editor

The size of the well was
about 30 inches in diameter,
large compared to what is
called a “sand point” size well
that is often used today.
There were many hazards
associated with this job. Often, the drilling process struck
rocks which required lowering
someone into the well to remove the rock and yes,
sometimes it was fatal if the
well caved in or if a gas pocket existed inside the well.

Not always were the good old days so good as they consisted
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:

The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Unless otherwise noted

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2007 and we
March 21, 2007 6:15 - 9 PM
May 16, 2007 6:15 - 9PM
hope to offer programs at least
once per quarter again this year.
TCPC Meeting, Bring your St. Patrick’s TCPC Meeting, Bring your “show
Do you have a suggestion for
Day, Snow Storm or Basketball Tourna- find” and tell us why it’s a special
something you’d like to see? Or,
ment Postcards - show and tell
card to you - should be fun to
perhaps you’d like to offer a proshare the experience of the spring gram yourself (don’t be shy)?
April 18, 2007 6:15 - 9PM
Programs should be about 15
show
minutes in length and can be
TCPC Meeting, , Dave Johnson presabout anything from your favorite
nets “The Klondike Trail ‘Gold Rush’ “card topic or a general postcard
Dave will show (via postcards) and tell
topic.
April Show & Sale: April 14 –15, Call Dave Johnson at 651-426us of the 2nd gold rush.
see front page –at the Kelly Inn
3573 for further details.

Monthly Meeting Schedule

2007 Board of Directors and Officers
•

President: Fred Schiffman, 612-529-4937

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•

Vice President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

•

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

Show Chair:
Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573 (spring show)

•

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927

•

Social Coordinator: Dave Halverson, 651-699-5587 (acting
until a permanent coordinator is identified)

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

•

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

•

•

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

Webmaster: Shawn Hewitt, 651-735-0113

•

Director at Large: John Cole

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household

Friends of the Lake County Discovery Museum
Did you know that your membership
to Twin City Post Card Club offers
you a discount admission to the
Friends of the Lake County Discovery Museum located in Wauconda
Illinois (tel. 847-968-3400 for hours).
Get hooked on the museum’s newest
exhibition opening this spring—
Hooked: The History and Ingenuity of
Sport Fishing, Explore hundreds of
unique fishing collectibles dating
back to the bronze age including
lures, rods, reels, creels, gaffs, and
more. The exhibition runs March 3
through September 21, 2007.
The website www.lakecountydiscoverymuseum.org can provide additional detail.
(Editors Note: The Friends of the Lake County Discovery Museum ha the Curt Teich archives. They were a major publisher of postcards
in the USA and this will be of particular interest to us as collectors)

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted,
your dues are due! Please return the
application in this newsletter, with any
updates, and a check for $13, plus $1
for each additional name at the same
address.

Got something you want to
contribute? Contact:
Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

