SECOND TUESDAY BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Location: West Wind Supper Club, 709 N Main St., River Falls, WI 54022
*Locations in June, July & August will change for Book Club in a Bar*
Time: 6:30 PM
Contact Information: Heather Johnson, Adult Services and Circulation Librarian
heatherj@riverfallspubliclibrary.org 715-425-0905 ext. 660

Date: January 9, 2018
ROSEMARY: THE HIDDEN KENNEDY DAUGHTER by Kate Clifford Larson
The revelatory, poignant story of Rosemary Kennedy, the eldest and eventually secreted-away Kennedy
daughter, and how her life transformed her family, its women especially, and an entire nation.-Provided by publisher.

Date: February 13, 2018
THE RADIUM GIRLS: THE DARK STORY OF AMERICA'S SHINING WOMEN by Kate Moore
As World War I raged across the globe, hundreds of young women toiled away at the radium-dial
factories, where they painted clock faces with a mysterious new substance called radium. Assured by
their bosses that the luminous material was safe, the women themselves shone brightly in the dark,
covered from head to toe with the glowing dust. With such a coveted job, these "shining girls" were
considered the luckiest alive--until they began to fall mysteriously ill. As the fatal poison of
the radium took hold, they found themselves embroiled in one of America's biggest scandals and a
groundbreaking battle for workers' rights. The Radium Girls explores the strength of extraordinary
women in the face of almost impossible circumstances and the astonishing legacy they left behind.-Provided by publisher.

Date: March 13, 2018
GIRL IN DISGUISE by Greer Macallister
Widowed and in need of a job, Kate Warne convinces Allan Pinkerton that a female detective can go
places and do things a male detective cannot. Once hired, Kate becomes skilled at lock picking and
surveillance, but she is best in disguise--as a prostitute, rich matron, spinster, clerk, Southern belle--an
expert liar, playing a role. She investigates burglaries, bank robberies, embezzlement, counterfeiting,
blackmail, and murder. Eventually earning the respect of her fellow detectives, Kate comes up with an
ingenious plan to protect President Lincoln from a Southern assassination plot. During the Civil War, she

must fight against a formidable adversary--notorious Southern spy Mrs. Rose Greenhow. Inspired by the
real story of Kate Warne.--Provided by publisher.

Date: April 10, 2018 ~ NEA BIG READ in the ST. CROIX VALLEY
INTO THE BEAUTIFUL NORTH : A NOVEL by Luis Alberto Urrea
"Nineteen-year-old Nayeli works at a taco shop in her Mexican village and dreams about her father, who
journeyed to the U.S. when she was young. Recently, it has dawned on her that he isn't the only man
who has left town. In fact, there are almost no men in the village--they've all gone north. While watching
The Magnificent Seven, Nayeli decides to go north herself and recruit seven men--her own "Siete
Magníficos"--to repopulate her hometown and protect it from the bandidos who plan on taking it
over."--Provided by publisher.

Date: May 8, 2018
THE GLASS CASTLE: A MEMOIR by Jeannette Walls
The child of an alcoholic father and an eccentric artist mother discusses her family's nomadic upbringing,
during which she and her siblings fended for themselves while their parents outmaneuvered bill
collectors and the authorities. --Provided by publisher.

JUNE-AUGUST: Book Club in a Bar
Date: June 12, 2018
Location: TBA
BEFORE WE WERE YOURS by Lisa Wingate
"Two families, generations apart, are forever changed by a heartbreaking injustice in this poignant
novel, inspired by a true story... Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four younger siblings
live a magical life aboard their family's Mississippi River shanty boat. But when their father must rush
their mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is left in charge--until strangers arrive in force.
Wrenched from all that is familiar and thrown into a Tennessee Children's Home Society orphanage, the
Foss children are assured that they will soon be returned to their parents--but they quickly realize the
dark truth. At the mercy of the facility's cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother together
in a world of danger and uncertainty. Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and privilege,
Avery Stafford seems to have it all: a successful career as a federal prosecutor, a handsome fiancé, and a
lavish wedding on the horizon. But when Avery returns home to help her father weather a health crisis,
a chance encounter leaves her with uncomfortable questions and compels her to take a journey through
her family's long-hidden history, on a path that will ultimately lead either to devastation or to
redemption. Based on one of America's most notorious real-life scandals--in which Georgia Tann,
director of a Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy

families all over the country--Lisa Wingate's riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us
how, even though the paths we take can lead to many places, the heart never forgets where we
belong"-- Provided by publisher.

Date: July 10, 2018
Location: TBA
ORPHANS OF THE CARNIVAL / A NOVEL by Carol Birch
Mid-1800s: London had the best freaks, always had. The Egyptian Hall, the Promenade of Wonders, the
Siamese twins, pinheads, midgets, cannibals, giants, living skeletons, the fat, the hairy, the legless, the
armless, the noseless, London had seen it all. In the Hall of Ugliness the competition was stiff. But no
one had ever seen anything quite like Julia... Pronounced by the most eminent physician of the day to be
"a true hybrid wherein the nature of woman presides over that of the brute," Julia Pastrana stood apart
from the other carnival acts. She was fluent in English, French and Spanish, an accomplished musician
with an exquisite singing voice, equally at ease riding horseback and turning pirouettes--but all anyone
noticed was her utterly unusual face. Alternately vilified and celebrated, Julia toured through New
Orleans, New York, London, Berlin, Vienna, and Moscow, often hobnobbing with high society as she
made her fame and fortune. Beneath the flashy lights and thunderous applause lies a bright,
compassionate young woman who only wants people to see beyond her hairy visage--and perhaps, the
chance for love. When Julia visits a mysterious shaman in the back alleys of New Orleans, he gives her a
potion and says that she'll find a man within the year. Sure enough, Julia soon meets Theodore Lent, a
boyishly charming showman who catapults Julia onto the global stage. As they travel the world, the two
fall into an easy intimacy, but the question of whether Theo truly cares for Julia or if his management is
just a gentler form of exploitation lingers heavily with every kind word and soft embrace. -- From the
publisher.

Date: August 21, 2018
Location: TBA
MONTAIGNE IN BARN BOOTS: AN AMATEUR AMBLES THROUGH PHILOSOPHY by Michael Perry
"The author reflects on the lessons he has gleaned from French Renaissance philosopher Michel de
Montaigne, contrasting his own life to that of the intellectual and explaining how de Montaigne's views
shaped his perspectives on everything from faith to race to sex."--From NoveList.

Date: September 11, 2018
CAROLINE: LITTLE HOUSE, REVISITED by Sarah Miller
In the frigid days of February, 1870, Caroline Ingalls, her husband Charles, and their little girls, Mary and
Laura, leave the familiar comforts of the Big Woods of Wisconsin and head west to settle in a beautiful,
unpredictable land full of promise and peril--the Kansas Indian Territory. The pioneer life is a hard one,

especially for a pregnant woman with no friends or kin to turn to for comfort or help. The burden of
work must be shouldered alone, sickness tended without the aid of doctors, and babies birthed without
the accustomed hands of mothers or sisters. But Caroline's world is also full of tender joys. In adapting
to this strange new place and transforming a rough log house built by Charles into a
home, Caroline must draw on untapped wells of strength she does not know she possesses. For more
than eighty years, generations of readers have been enchanted by the adventures of the American
frontier's most famous child, Laura Ingalls Wilder, in the Little House books. Now, that familiar story is
retold in this captivating tale of family, fidelity, hardship, love, and survival that vividly reimagines our
past. -- From the publisher.
AND/OR
PRAIRIE FIRES: THE AMERICAN DREAMS OF LAURA INGALLS WILDER by Caroline Fraser
This book, written by the editor of the Library of America edition of the Little House books, is a
thoroughly researched biography of not only Laura Ingalls Wilder, but of her daughter, Rose. Using
unpublished manuscripts, letters, financial records, and more, Fraser gives fresh insight into the life of a
woman beloved to many. --Novelist.

Date: October 9, 2018
LINCOLN IN THE BARDO: A NOVEL by George Saunders
"February 1862. The Civil War is less than one year old. The fighting has begun in earnest, and the nation
has begun to realize it is in for a long, bloody struggle. Meanwhile, President Lincoln's beloved elevenyear-old son, Willie, lies upstairs in the White House, gravely ill. In a matter of days, despite predictions
of a recovery, Willie dies and is laid to rest in a Georgetown cemetery. "My poor boy, he was too good
for this earth," the president says at the time. "God has called him home." Newspapers report that a
grief-stricken Lincoln returns, alone, to the crypt several times to hold his boy's body. From that seed of
historical truth, George Saunders spins a story of familial love and loss that breaks free of its historical
framework into a supernatural realm both hilarious and terrifying. Willie Lincoln finds himself in a
strange purgatory where ghosts mingle, gripe, commiserate, quarrel, and enact bizarre acts of penance.
Within this transitional state -- called, in the Tibetan tradition, the bardo -- a monumental struggle
erupts over young Willie's soul. Lincoln in the Bardo is an astonishing feat of imagination and a bold step
forward from one of the most important and influential writers of his generation. Formally daring,
generous in spirit, deeply concerned with matters of the heart, it is a testament to fiction's ability to
speak honestly and powerfully to the things that really matter to us. Saunders has invented a thrilling
new form that deploys a kaleidoscopic, theatrical panorama of voices to ask a timeless, profound
question: How do we live and love when we know that everything we love must end?" -- Publisher's
description.

Date: November 13, 2018
THE NO. 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY by Alexander McCall Smith
Precious Ramotswe is drawn into her profession to "help people with the problems in their lives."
Immediately upon setting up shop in a small storefront in Gaborone, she is hired to track down a missing
husband, uncover a con man, and follow a wayward daughter. But the case that tugs at her heart, and
lands her in danger, is that of a missing eleven-year-old boy, who may have been snatched by witch
doctors.--Publisher description.

Date: December 11, 2018
THE KEEPER OF LOST THINGS: A NOVEL by Ruth Hogan
Collecting things dropped or left behind by others and writing stories about them as a tribute to the
fiancée who died the day he lost one of her keepsakes, a man bequeaths his estate to his unsuspecting
assistant, who bonds with new neighbors while attempting to reunite the objects with their owners. -Provided by publisher.

COMING IN 2019….
Date: January 8, 2019
SING, UNBURIED, SING: A NOVEL by Jesmyn Ward
"Jojo and his toddler sister, Kayla, live with their grandparents, Mam and Pop, and the occasional
presence of their drug-addicted mother, Leonie, on a farm on the Gulf Coast of Mississippi. Leonie is
simultaneously tormented and comforted by visions of her dead brother, which only come to her when
she's high; Mam is dying of cancer; and quiet, steady Pop tries to run the household and teach Jojo how
to be a man. When the white father of Leonie's children is released from prison, she packs her kids and a
friend into her car and sets out across the state for Parchman farm, the Mississippi State Penitentiary,
on a journey rife with danger and promise."-- Provided by publisher.
Date: February 12, 2019
LITTLE FIRES EVERYWHERE by Celeste Ng
"In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned--from the layout of
the winding roads to the colors of the houses to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And
no one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules.
Enter Mia Warren--an enigmatic artist and single mother--who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her
teenage daughter, Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more
than tenants: all four Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with
her a mysterious past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered
community. When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese American baby, a
custody battle erupts that dramatically divides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides.
Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her
obsession will come at unexpected and devastating costs."--Publisher description.

