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Sunday April 3, 2022
Holy Communion

Enough!
The Fifth Sunday in Lent

Faith when life is fragile
Prelude
Welcome
The life of Jesus includes many moments around tables. In this fifth week of the Lent season, we will
hear a story of love and devotion from the disciple Mary, directed at Jesus at the table. Jesus tries to
prepare his friends for his death. Talk of death is like a gut-punch to many of us; we would rather
believe we and our loved ones are invincible, always strong. In truth we all know that isn’t how the
story goes. We are fragile. Our lives, like the plants in the gardens we tend, are susceptible to
elemental dangers and a life-cycle of letting go in order to live.

Prayer
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Call to Worship “Enough for me”

Used by permission

Holy One, Lover of Souls, we call out to you.
You know our tears and sorrows,
and you bear the seeds of grief with us.
Open us this day to your comfort
that nurtures these seeds into sheaves of joy–
in the simple and good enough moments that fill our days. Amen.

Time for Confession and Forgiveness
Jesus speaks the words no one wanted to admit: he was not always going to be around. “Oh, don’t
say that,” so many of us have said to a loved one who speaks the truth about the fragility of life.
Perhaps we get uncomfortable because it reveals the precious nature of the present moment, laying
bare the beauty and horror of it all. The indescribable pain of separation that we know we will one day
face invades our senses like a pervasive perfume, inescapable. What if we stopped denying the
limited nature of our lives and breathed in deeply the fragrance of vulnerability? Let us take a moment
of silent reflection…
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
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we have failed to recognize you in our midst,
looking for more when you are already enough.
Have mercy on us!
Forgive us and turn us again to you.
Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.
Beloved in Christ, hear this compassionate word from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians: “I want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.”
Know that already, God is offering us freedom from the need to hide from the fragility of life.
We are invited into the knowledge that Christ’s vulnerability in life, death, and resurrection
shows us the sacred nature of the heights and depths of sorrow and joy in our own lives.
And know, that despite our sometimes faltering steps,
in the name of Jesus Christ, you are being forgiven, even now.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Glory to God! Amen.
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May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Prayer of the day: Let us pray: Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your
grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our
lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Word
Children’s Moment
First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21
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Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
17
who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
18
Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
19
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20
The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
21
the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 126
1

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.”
3
The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
4
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
5
Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
6
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Gospel Greeting for Lent:
We do not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of God. (Deuteronomy 8:3)

Gospel: John 12:1-8
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Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he
had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the
one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to
steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she
might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do
not always have me.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!

Gospel Greeting for Lent:
We do not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of God. (Deuteronomy 8.3)
Message
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Peace
Announcements
--Thirsty Thursday theme: We Follow Jesus! Pictures toprandall22@gmail.com
--Weds. Bible Study 10 AM-we will be on Facebook live
--Voices of Refugees-Lenten soup and prayer at Holy Trinity N. Easton, soup
begins 5:30, prayer at 6:45
--Lenten Lunches at First –Friday at noon
--Today—Annual Meeting reconvenes following the service

Offering Prayer
Extravagant God,
you have blessed us with more than enough, the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Do a new thing in the church. Free us from structures that no longer serve the gospel
and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage
in the face of change. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and
environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard.
Amplify the voices of climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new course.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from working
together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the
nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or
underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle with
money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding of
the human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us
especially from the scourge of racism. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of his
resurrection as we give thanks for all the saints who have attained the prize of their
heavenly call. Merciful God,receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

The Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Holy Communion
We, who are many, are one body, as we share this one bread.
The gifts of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!
(Please come forward as you are able to the table of the Lord. We share in communion as
household groups or individuals, one on each side of the communion table.)
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion:
Blessed Jesus,
in this meal of grace, you have fed us with your body,
the bread of life, may it be enough for us.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
Amen

Blessing:
And now, may the God who loves all of creation, especially the grief-stricken parts,
and Jesus, our companion along this crooked path called life,
and the Holy Spirit, who loves to improvise in surprising ways,
go with you, dwell among you, and give you joy. Amen
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way and that is enough.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Join the Journey through Holy Week:
Palm Sunday 9 AM at First Lutheran-900 Main St.
We gather on the church steps to receive palms for the Palm Sunday
processional

Maundy Thursday 6:30 PM at Prince of Peace-906 N. Main St.
We gather around tables in the church to share a Mediterranean Feast
and remember that night when Jesus was betrayed.

Good Friday 7 PM at Holy Trinity-143 Lincoln St., N. Easton
We gather for the solemn service to commemorate the death and burial of
Jesus for the love of you.

Easter Sunday 9:30 AM at Prince of Peace-906 N. Main St.
We gather to sing and celebrate Jesus risen and alive! Guest musician is
Susanne Osberg
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Thank you to Evelyn Reuben and our friends at First for printing this bulletin!
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