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The Prom Ballroom
was a dance hall in
Saint Paul,
Minnesota, on
University Avenue
near Lexington,
which opened in
1941 with a
performance by
Glenn Miller. The
club played a
diverse array of
acts, ranging from
rock to polka and
jazz, and included acts like Count Basie and Lawrence Welk. The house
orchestra was called the Jules Herman
Orchestra.
In 1941, America had yet to join the war
and in St. Paul, Glenn Miller and his
Orchestra played the grand opening of
the new Prom Ballroom on University
Avenue. Close to 6,000 people packed
inside and another 3,000 had to be
turned away. It was the age of the big
band when swing was king and it
seemed the Prom was the only place
big enough to contain all the excitement!
The Prom was at 1190 University, which
is where ABRA's Auto Body & Glass
and Bally Total Fitness, both built in
1988, are located. ABRA's is where the
Prom Ballroom was and Bally's is where
their parking lot was located.
Continued: See Hamline on page 3
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Gideon Memorial Park
By John L. Cole

Located on County Road 19 at Glen
Road, about one mile north of the
junction of 19 and State Highway 7 near
Excelsior, stands a monument of Peter
M. Gideon.
What’s so great about Peter? Well his
perseverance finally paid off. In 1853,
Peter and his wife arrived at Lake
Minnetonka and started a fruit growing
business. He wanted to supply pioneer
families with fruit that wasn’t available
locally. The next year he planted a
bushel of apple seeds and a peck of peach
seeds. For the next fourteen years he
planted and grafted fruit trees and each
year cold weather killed them and he
started over. It was the extreme cold
weather, blight and grasshoppers that ruined the crop.
Finally, in 1869, one seed from Maine grew that could withstand Minnesota winters and produced an apple.
It was hailed as the best apple since Adam and Eve left the Garden of Eden. What did he call this apple?
Well, he named it after his wife, “Wealthy” - and now you know the rest of the story! ◊

TCPC Fall Show—October 23 (doors open at 8 AM for Members) 9 AM—6 PM and October 24 9
AM to 3 PM at the Bloomington, MN Armory 3300 W 98th Street—see map on page 11;
Admission is $3 for non-members and $2 for members.

2010 Board of Directors and Officers
President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP/Membership : Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133
Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874
Member-at-Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344
Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
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Hamline continued from page 1

For almost 50 years, St. Paul's Prom Ballroom was a hot spot for live music and dancing. When
it opened the Prom mainly featured swing jazz and polka. Later, it added rock 'n' roll acts.
Always, though, the Prom was a gathering place. There, against a backdrop of music and
dance, people forged relationships that remained rich in their memories.
The Prom was built like an airplane hangar with a dance floor -- a beautiful 9000 square foot,
hard maple floor -- where the social grace of ballroom dance was practiced each and every
week by thousands of dancers. The
giant 35-foot stage, framed in blue
light,
cultivated a romantic setting.
When the Prom was built, they had
springs put under the dance floor.
Downstairs they had the Arizona
Room for private parties. It had a
southwestern décor complete with
phony cactus.
In the early years the Prom had
modern dancing three or four nights
a week and one night of "Old Time"
polka. To attract the "old time"
crowds, Harry Given at the Prom
was notorious for his wild promotions, including the time the Prom gave away a live baby!
When the Welfare Department learned of the contest they threatened to arrest Harry Given and
revoke his dancing license. But on the night of the dance he called the names of an excited
couple who came up on stage to accept the bassinet from a uniformed nurse. When they
pulled back the covers, a
piglet's snout stuck out. The
Welfare Department was
furious, but the crowd loved it.
Harry Given: "I learned one
thing from Guy Lombardo -- at
about 12:35 the needle went
in, so to speak, and the
music was geared to a romantic ending of the evening. And
he wanted to be sure that the
blue lights, borders, were
turned down into a very
romantic situation for the last
20 minutes of that dance.
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Minneapolis Puts the Lid On
By Dean Borghorst
These two postcards illustrate a tumultuous period in the history of Minneapolis. In the year 1900, Dr. Albert
Alonzo Ames was elected mayor for the sixth time. He was first elected mayor in 1876 and then served several
more times in the 1880’s but his term of 1900 was filled with widespread graft and corruption, gambling
houses, brothels etc. Unlicensed saloons were allowed to operate unmolested by making payments to the
police and “Doc” Ames as the mayor
became to be called. After national
attention was brought to the situation
by a muckraking journalist, Lincoln
Steffens, grand jury indictments were
brought against the mayor and other
players in the scandal.
The postcard with the tipsy city hall
has a drunken man holding on for
dear life to a lamp post. The sender
of this postcard in 1909 has written
next to the man “Lead Kindly Light”.
The card reads “City Hall and Court
House at Minneapolis in 1900 B.L.
(before the lid)”. This refers to before the lid was put on crime.
The second postcard with its Minneapolis Makes Good booster slogan shows our law abiding city after the lid
was put on corruption. This card was sent in 1908. I love the drawing of the criminals being squashed by the
lid being put on crime, by the big hand of the law. Gethsemane Episcopal Church in the lower left of the card.
These two postcards highlight an interesting chapter in Minneapolis’ past.
Yet what is sometimes written on the
back of the card can be interesting too.
The card with the tipsy City Hall/
Courthouse was sent to Atwater, Minnesota. It’s back reads “Hello pal. Did
you oversee the court house that way?
Say, the Mrs. can go to Atwater but she
can’t stay no 5 weeks. Not more than
48 hurs as I need her to help thrash the
wheat and cut the corn. Hello to all”
Harry
◊
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Midway continued from page 3

And when he finally got into his theme song,
"Auld Lang Syne" or "Goodnight Sweetheart"
at the end of that thing, people were
euphoric. They didn't realize they were being
used in sort of a romantic situation. And he
said, you use this particular formula and
you'll make lots and lots of friends.”
Wednesday's was teen night for kids 13-17.
Then they opened it on Saturday for younger
adults 18 and over. Nancy's brother went
when he was under 18 on Saturday and
found the cigarette machine plugged in and
he had a field day.
Nancy's brother went to the Prom on Wednesday, January 28, 1959, the night the Big
Bopper, Ritchie Valens and Buddy Holly were performing. Bill Diehl from WDGY radio was
the person who ran teen night. Nancy's brother asked Bill if a friend could take pictures of
the performers for the school newspaper. They attended Wilson High School. Actually his
friend just wanted the pictures for himself. Bill Diehl said fine so the pictures were taken.
About a week later Bill Diehl asked Nancy's brother if his friend was around and he said he
hadn't seen him but he could give him his number. The next thing you knew WDGY was
advertising never before seen pictures of the Big Bopper, Buddy Holly and Ritchie Valens
for $1. The money was to be used to build a monument in the cornfield in Iowa where their
plane crashed. Nancy's brother called his friend and his friend said he got $50 for the
pictures, a turntable and a bunch of records. Nancy's brother told him to remember who it
was who got him backstage and he said, “Yeah, thanks a lot.”
The Prom was torn down in 1987.◊
We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com
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Views of the Past
By John L. Cole
One thing I like about old postcards is that they give me a very good look at the past.
Things we have forgotten are nudged into our memory. Point in question, the Wabash
-Nelson Bridge.
In my younger
days I crossed it
a couple of
times. I always
hoped that my
dad wouldn’t
meet a semi on
the corners.
They were tight!
The longer the
semis got the
harder it was for
them to turn the
corner.
It wasn’t a toll
crossing when I
went across. In fact I don’t remember the toll booth at all. The booth is shown on one
of the pictures. The National Eagle Center sits just about on the same spot. Wouldn’t
it have made a great place to watch eagles if the bridge approach hadn't been taken
down? The turn on the top would have given a great view up and down the Mississippi
River.
One of the views shows the Big Jo Flour building taken from the Wisconsin side of the
river. No bridge, no concrete silos, just a railroad train and river shanty. Great early
view of the town!
I was told that two boys were by the river one morning and noticed that the first pier
that held the bridge up, on the Wisconsin side, was missing. They ran and told the
local police who really didn’t believe them. The officer purchased a picture postcard
and compared it. Sure enough, a pier was missing and traffic was still crossing the
bridge. I don’t know what happened next but I bet it was exciting. At least no one got
hurt or killed.
A new bridge was built with high sidewalls to shield the neighbors from the traffic noise.
Its not the same as the old bridge as you can’t see anything until halfway across. They
removed the most important part of the bridge - the view. ◊
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Dutch Tile Postcards
By Dean Borghorst
I’ve always enjoyed the old postcards that were printed to look like blue and white Dutch tiles. I
guess they remind me of when I sent lots of time in Amsterdam and would see the blue and white
souvenirs everywhere.
The pictured cards were for two large Minneapolis businesses: North Star Shoe Company and
Northwestern Consolidated Milling Company, maker of Ceresota flour. These cards have undivided
backs and were all sent between 1906 and 1908.
The large read brick North Star Shoe Company building at 424-430 First Avenue North was built in
1896 with an addition in 1902. Now known as the Kickernick Building, it is filled with offices, shops,
bars and restaurants. First Avenue North, on the edge of the warehouse district, is one of
Minneapolis’ most lively nightlife avenue now-a-days.
The large building we know as Ceresota was one of so many mills that once lined the riverfront.
The building at 155 Fifth Avenue South sports a giant colorful Ceresota flour sign on its earlier one,
as I recall. It now has been restored with sleek offices and a tall skylight atrium.
These wonderful old postcards remind us
of Minneapolis’ bygone days. Then it was
a center for great milling and
manufacturing companies. ◊
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I actively seek new towns and upgrades for my collection.
See it online at www.north-trek.com/postcards
Shawn Hewitt
Box 580731
Minneapolis, MN 55145-0731
651-735-0113
shawn@north-trek.com
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Expires May, 2011

Gift Cards provided during the business meetings have been provided by these
sponsors. We thank them for their generosity.

Advertising:
General advertising will appear in
newsletters. Members can have
one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and
payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per
issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Welcome New Member

David Suddarth
St. Paul, MN 55102

Postcard Interest: real photo
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Check your label on page 12 and verify you are a member who has dues paid and
you are current. We need dues paid if you want to keep your membership and receive
this newsletter. Send the dues to Diane before you forget !

MINNESOTA
SMALL TOWN VIEW POSTCARDS WANTED

NUMBER 5
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Monthly Meeting Schedule.
September 15 TCPC celebrates
its anniversary—join us for cake
and ice cream
October 20 Bring your best
purchase from the recent Postcard show or the Cambridge
Antique Show —we’ll see what
your newest acquisition is and
discuss it.

Meeting Schedule for 2010
September 15, 2010
October 20, 2010
November 17, 2010
December 15, 2010

TCPC Postcard show is at the Bloomington, MN Armory located at 3300 W 98th Street. Take the 98th Street exit off of
I-35W and travel west. The Armory is located on the north side of
the road.
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Board Meeting Schedule for 2010
September 1, 2010
November 3, 2010

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
PAGE 11

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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Check your label - verify you
are a member who has dues
paid and you are current. We
need dues paid if you want to
keep your membership and
receive this newsletter. Send
the dues to Dianne Lamb
before you forget !
TCPC Postcard Show October 23 and 24 details and a map are
located inside this issue

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Time: 5:30 - 8:45 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)

Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com
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