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Replacement Children" refers to the experience of
individuals who are, often unconsciously, filling a void in
the family left by another child. The void may be in the
form of a physical death or an emotional loss, such as in
the form of a severely challenged child, loss of a
pregnancy or a child given up for adoption.
When unresolved grief keeps overwhelmed parents from
moving forward, the results can manifest in the lives of
subsequent children, an older child or an adopted child
who fills in for an "idealized child."
This prevalent but frequently overlooked experience can
be the often missed, underlying root of many emotional
issues. Yet the byproduct of the challenges may serve as
a catalyst for unlocking creative potential and
resourcefulness.
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The Replacement Children: The Unconscious Script, the
authors bring together the best of the research, clinical studies,
and personal stories to give a comprehensive overview of the
replacement child syndrome. This book will give parents,
therapists and replacement children a better understanding of
how to navigate this complicated set of circumstances and
provide much needed information, guidance and support.
Katie Couric, Journalist and broadcaster
One of the major strengths of the book is that the authors have
extended the classic definition beyond its original meaning to include
children who have to “live for two” when a surviving sibling is
incapacitated by illness or infirmity or children who have been
adopted after a couple is unable to conceive. This book is a superb
contribution.
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