CHINA, BURMA, INDIA

ake any of those three countries and you

have a huge expanse of real estate to defend.

Group them all together and you have

C.B.1,, the largest theatre of operatmns for the
Allies during World War II,

And also the most forgotten one.

David Dale, editor of ‘“‘Sound-off,” says C.B.I. is more
than forgotten, “it’s largely unknown.” He has found
many veterans unaware that U.S. forces were even on
the Asian continent during World War II.

Yet, the highest battle of the war, the Salween Cam—
paign, was fought in C.B.I. And the largest body of
Japanese troops engaged in one battle fought at Imphal
and Kohiman.

This “forgotten theatre” claimed among its American
military leaders such well known generals as ‘‘Vinegar
Joe”’ Stilwell, Clair Chennault, and Albert Wedemeyer.

Notable sports figures served there — Hank Greenberg
of the Detroit Tigers, and General Robert Neyland, foot-
ball coach at the University of Tennessee.

Pin-up queens like Paulette Goddard and Ann Sheridan
entertained the troops. Comedian Joe E. Brown was
there only five months after his own son lost his life as a
combat pilot.

-
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General Stilwell and Chinese General L.J. Sun.

Elbert L. Watson

Yet, C.B.I. remains overlooked, if not forgotten, in the
history of World War II.

America’s military role in China began in 1937, shortly *
after Japanese troops on July 7 occupied an area near
Peiping in what has been called the “Lukouchiao Inei-
dent.” Japanese intrusions had gone on for years, but
this incident galvanized China to collective action.

Colonel Clair Lee Chennault had recently retired from
the ' United States Army Air Corps. An outspoken
specialist in fighter tactics, he was named head of
China’s advanced pursuit training program at a salary of
$12,000 per year.

As advisor to Generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek, Chen-
nault soon found that China lacked the human and



material resources with which to effectively compete ‘

against the invading Japanese.

In 1941, he came back to the United State to recruit
pilots trained by American military services. By then
Washington was sufficiently concerned about Japan’s
unchecked movements across Asia, and wanted to assist
despite a strong isolationist sentiment throught the

country. :
Providing U.S. personnel to serve in the armed ser-

vices of a foreign country during war was a nutty pro-
blem facing the War Department. Even Chennault’s role
under such an arrangement was brought into question.
The issue was finally resolved by quietly placing Chen-
nault and his pilots under a private organization, the

General Claire Chennault at a ceremony in China

Bank of China, instead of the Chinese Government.

The First American Volunteer Group was only a
mercenary air force. Obsolete P-40s were usually flown,
and became famous for the shark’s mouth which was
boldly painted on their fuselage. The unit eventually was
named the “Flying Tigers.”

: The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor made China an
important U.S. ally.

In March 1942, Lt. General Joseph W. Stilwell was sent
to China to serve in the dual role of commander of U.S.
forces and Chief of Staff to Chiang Kai Shek. Stilwell,
with two tours of duty in China under his belt, wasted no
time trying to expel the Japanese from Burma. e

Burma, an unlikely site of operations by the Allies
when the war began, became a battleground when
Singapore and Malaya fell in early 1942. By February 22
British General Sir Archibald Wavell, commander of all
Allied forces in Southeast Asia, had moved Burmese
operational forces to New Delhi, India.

As the British retreated northward, Stilwell and a
Chinese force entered Burma in mid-March in an effort
to stem the Japanese onslaught. Fighting well at first,
they suffered reversals because of poor intelligence
assistance given by the British, and hoards of refugees
who severly handicapped Stilwell’s movements.

With the British in full retreat and Japanese troops
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breaking through to the Shan plateau, the Chinese army
quickly disintegrated as an effective fighting force. Bur-
ma fell within four months and with it went the Burma
Road, China’s essential outlet to supplies.

ne of the war’s most heroic stories came out

of this ignominious defeat. Stilwell and his

staff of 103 Americans, British, and

Chinese covered 140 miles in 20 days, most of it
by foot, to get back to India.

Always in danger of being cut off by the Japanese, the

men and women pushed through jungles, crossed moun-
tains, and waded streams. Stilwell, 59, was the oldest
person in the party but held up better than some soldiers.
Finally safe at New Delhi, ‘“Vinegar Joe” mixed no
words about what happened: “I claim we got a hell of a
beating. We got run out of Burma and it is humiliating as

hell.”

All parties involved in Burma felt betrayed and bitter.
U.S. observers faulted the British for a defeatist attitude.
Chinese officials, not to be out done, blamed Stilwell for
thrusting them into a military campaign for which they
were incapable of handling. Stilwell, in turn, criticized
Chiang for meddling in the operation.

Thereafter, Stilwell rarely had a kind word for the
Chinese leader, referring to him in his personal writings
as “The Peanut.” Other terms such as ‘“gutless’” and
“stupid”’ were hardly designed to endear him to Chiang
and his followers.

Stilwell had good reason to question Chiang Kai-Shek,
who was already lookifg ahead to the post-war period
and his inevitable power struggles with the Communists.
Too, no major Chinese force had confronted the Japanese
since 1938. Knowing this, Stilwell correctly concluded
that Chiang preferred to sit out the war and leave the real
fighting to the Americans.

Then, there were the British to contend with. Concern-
ed about his own problems in the colonies of India and oc-
cupied Burma, Winston Churchill saw America’s preoc-
cupation with China “strangely out of proportion” to the
overall prosecution of the war. Along with American ad-
mirals Ernest King and Chester Nimitz, he argued for
more sea power instead of land operations.

Chiang, however, insisted that Burma should be the
place for the initial mainland operation against the
Japanese. However, he opposed military operations in
the north where it would be necessary for his own forces
to provide manpower. Burma, he argued, was the key to
the whole operation in Asia. .

This tenuous situation was further compounded by the
fact that Britain and India both placed their priorities in
Europe and the Middle East rather than China, the
“back door” of the war. Too, the spread of nationalism
across India under Ghandi was a major problem for the
British. Huge demonstrations, riots, and acts of sabotage
spread across India during August, tieing down 60 bat-
talions of the British and Indian armies.

Thus the China, Burma, India Theatre was born. To -

Stilwell and many G.I.s down the line, the designation
meant ‘‘Confused Bastards in India.”” Many were con-
vinced that neither the British or the Indians had much
heart to fight America’s main enemy, the Japanese. The
Chinese had heart of sorts — if the Americans would do
the work.

Thus, Stilwell was faced with an impossible task in car-
rying out his assignment. He urged wholesale reform and
reorganization of the Chinese army, the purging of ineffi-
cient high commanders, and unifying the command
system. Chiang, quite naturally, objected since such
massive reform would severely undermine his power
base.

What he really wanted was military hardware to

. enhance his own prestige.

A major showdown occured in June 1942 between the
two men. British reversals in North Africa forced the
U.S. to divert all aircraft heading to China to the Middle
East. Heavy bombers of the 10th Air Force were includ-
ed, a decision which was made in Washington without
Chiang’s knowledge.

Furious, the Generallissimo handed Stilwell an
ultimatum setting forth three requirements for
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Lt. General Albert C. Wedemeyer, right, chats with Colonel Mose Kenft,

Commandant of Infantry Training Center, and Major General Douglas L.

Weart, Commander Rear Echelon.

maintenance in China: (1) three U.S. divisions for the
Burma campaign; (2) 500 airplanes for the theatre; and
(3) monthly deliveries of 5,000 tons of supplies over the
“Hump.”” A deadline of two months was given for this to
be accomplished.

In the end, compromises were worked out. Chiang
dropped his demand for American troops, and commit-
ted Chinese troops to a Burma Campaign with the condi-
tion that British naval forces would control the Bay of
Bengal, and Allied air superiority would prevail over
Burma. Washington also agreed to build up its air
strength in China and provide 100 Hump transport
aircraft.

lying the “Hump’ began shortly after the
Japanese captured Rangoon in March 1942 and
cut off the Burma Road. A hastily drawn

plan called for C-47 transport planes to takeeff -

from airfields in the Brahmaputra Valley, and cross the
towering Himalayas to Kunming on Yunnan Province, a
distance of approximately 550 miles.

This scenic but dangerous route led across the 10,000
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Thanks to Bob Kadel for providing
photographs and materials used in our
C.B.1. salute.
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foot Patkai Range. It stretched from Assam Province in
northeastern India across Burma to Kunming, China,
and the Chindwin River Valley. On the route was a series
of 14,000 to 16,000 foot ridges separated by several river
valleys, Mekong, East Irrawaddy, and Salween. The
“Hump” was the 15,000 foot Satsung Range between the
Mekong and Salween Rivers.

The responsibility for keeping the Hump open fell to
the 10th Army Air Force. Headed by Major General
Lewis H. Brereton, the unit flew its first mission on April
ot 1942, against the Andaman Islands. Heavy bombing
§tnkes against Japanese-held Burma destroyed shipp-
ing, convoys, 'supply dumps and oil refineries.

Meanwhﬂe, the personal conflicts between Stilwell and
Chiang expanded to include Chennault. Stilwell was in-
fantry; Chennault was air power. Stilwell favored
ground assaults to retake Burma; Chennault supported
_ air strikes to pin down the Japanese. Understandably, a
close relationship developed between Chiang and
Chennault.

In time the fierce argument over air power vs. infantry
swung in favor of Chennault. Roosevelt viewed its use as
the best way to keep Japanese ground forces out of the
Pacific Theatre.

In April 1943, both Stilwell and Chennault were sum-
moned to Washington for a perfunctory meeting with
Roosevelt and his-advisors. By then, the president and
Churchill had decided that Burma’s jungles were no
place to fight the Japanese. Allied plans included only an
abbreviated campaign into northern Burma to open a
land route to China, thus reducing the number of flights
across the Hump.

At Roosevelt’s order, Chennault was given an indepen-
dent command, the 14th Air Ferce, to free him of any

constraints by the 10th Air Force under General Clayton
Bissell an old enemy. Still the bickering went on between
Chennault and Stilwell. :

Things never completely worked for any of the major
players in CB.I. Chennault, as predicted, struck

Japanese bases with heavy assaults. The Japanese, in

turn, hit Chinese bases with a vengeance. Stilwell could

never guite get his modified Burma campaign on track.
And Chiang Kai Shek continued his woeful complaint for
more American supplies.

Finally, the British came forward with yet another
solution to what had become “‘one hell of a mess.” At the
Quebec Conference in May 1944, Churchill and Roosevelt
created the Southeast Asia Command and Lord Lewis
Mountbatten was appointed Supreme Allied Com-
mander. Stilwell was named his deputy and retained his
position with Chiang. He was not happy in either position.
C.B.1. was now divided into two theatres: China Theatre
(C.T.) and India-Burma (1.B.).

Chiang could clearly see the handwriting on the wall.
With fast earriers and the ultimate strategic bomber, the
B-29, America had come leap-frogging across the Pacific
to within striking distance of Japan. Thus, China’s
strategic importance was greatly reduced. Nor was
China included within SEAC’s responsibilities.

Though Mountbatten, was a man of immense personal
charm, was greatly admired by many U.S. leaders, he
did not have an easy assignment to retake Burma and
break the blockade of China.

Life,which in 1941 had carried Mountbatten’s picture
on its cover, questioned the reason for his appointment:
“One thing we are sure we are not fighting for is to hold
the British Empire together.” Some American officers
said SEAC meant “Save England’s Asiastic Colonies.”
Stilwell shared this general feeling and was often tactless
and rude to Mountbatten. .

Nevertheless, “Vinegar Joe” finally got his Burma
campaign underway in early 1944, taking personal com-
mand of his Chinese troops. Operating with him behind
Japanese lines was an American unit (Merrill’s
Marauders) trained in Chindit fashion.

Stilwell’s offensive bore success with the capture of
Myitkyina, a Japanese stronghold since May 1942.
Simultaneous with the ground assaults, Chennault laun-
ched heavy air strikes against enemy bases in China,
provoking the Japanese to blast Chinese forward bases

Lord Louis Mountbatten posed regally during a ftour of the Arakan Front.

and literally cut free China in two.

Stilwell, not surprisingly, was made the scape goat and
removed from command on October 27, 1944. He was
replaced by Lt. General Albert C. Wedemeyer who had
served with Mountbatten. By then Washington regarded
China’s contributions to the war effort as minimal, and
instructed Wedemeyer to provide only advice to the
Chinese in their conduct of military operations.

This he did with great tact and diplomacy in dealing
with both Chiang and Chennault. Under his direction, the
Chinese prepared a strong defense of Kunming and
thwarted a Japanese expeditionary force against Chin-
chiang late in the war.

So what was accomplished by C.B.I. as to the ultimate
outcome of the war, aside from a morass of international
politics, military confusion, and sometimes comic an-
tics? It is difficult to tell. Some military units stationed
there experienced heavy combat, while others generally
sat out the war in exotic places waiting for something to
happen. Certainly no one can fault those who served at

their country’s behest. And flying the Hump was no job
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Merrill’s
Marauders

Brig. General Frank D. Merrill
commanded the 5307 Composite
Group, the first American infantry
unit to fight in Asia. Known as Mer-
rill’s Marauders, the unit was trained
in guerilla warfare and penetrated
deep behind Japanese lines in Burma
in Operation Galahad. :

Trained in the doctrine of Orde C.
Wingate, Merrill's Marauders
became Stilwell’s most dependable
combat unit in the drive to recapture
northern Burma. Serious illness forc-
ed Merrill’s evacuation on March 31,
1944, but not before Galahad had cap-
tured Walawbum and Inkangahtawng
and begun an assault on Nhpum Ga.

Merrill died in 1955 at age 52. A
movie “Merrill’s Marauders’’ in 1962
depicted his exploits.
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Temple’’ in Rangoon.

for mere boys.

Perhaps General Wedemeyer, in a recent letter to
C.B.I. veterans, summed things up best:

‘“The decisive campaigns through which the Allies
eventually triumphed over their enemies in World War II
were conducted largely in other climes. The CBI thus re-
mained a theater of secondary, although undeniably
vital, importance in the broader scheme of global
strategy.

“This status inevitably imposed limitations and dif-
ficulties on all ranks. Being at the very end of the global
pipeline, and enjoying priority on little more than what
could be spared elsewhere, we were obliged to tighten
our belts and ‘make do’ with what we had.

“In enduring the discomforts of an especially ener-
vating and often unhealthful climate, in waging war in
some of the world’s most difficult surface and air en-

vironments, in facing everywhere the challenges of a-

resourceful and aggressive enemy, we were forced at all
times to ‘try harder’. Yet little of the excitement of great
battles touched our lives, and much of the glory went
elsewhere. ‘

“I can testify, however, that you met all challenges
magnificently. You selflessly did your duty. You stood by
your country in her hour of need. You were guided
throughout by dedication to higher ideals of freedom,
jus?ce, and decency in human affairs that alone can
Justify so great and costly a struggle. You never lost faith
that the world could be made better. You never doubted
that the cause was worth the effort.

““Many of our companions of those years are gone. The
shadows are lengthening for those who remain. I wish
you all well. I know that you are carrying on, and will
continue to carry on in this turbulent world, as the good
soldiers and responsible human beings you so splendidly
proved yourselves to be in the CBIL.”
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Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek and Colonel Clifton I. McClure




Bob Kadel was all smiles this day in C.B.I.

lls

Prior to World War Il many
Americans were involved in still and
motion piciure photography as a way
to preserve history. Many will
remember the excellent photos of the
Civil War battlefields taken by
Mathew Brady. And there were many

oting’’ C.B.

books full of stories and pictures of
European and American fighting men
during World War L

During World War II. military ser-
vices had their own photographic
units within their own squadrons, bat-
talions, or other units. Utilising the

most modern photographic equipment
at the time, these units recorded their
group’s activities in campand combat.
Their work was used for educational,
information, and documentation pur-
poses.

Film was screened first for informa-

Bill Evans takes aim

tion in the field and then in
Washington. If Washington saw no
classified problems with the
photography. the public relations of-
ficers would release either motion pic-
ture film or photographic prints to the
news media. In short order, the press
around the world could see what
militdry forces were doing.

These photographic results were
then screened for intelligence with the
findings passed on to the proper
organization for review. Aerial
photography saved many lives behind
the lines in the China-Burma-India
Theatre. The 10th USAAC Combat
Camera Unit, in fact, spent as much
time behind the Japanese lines as in
fronit.

Cameramen of the 10th CCU
covered the building of the Burma
Road; aerial missions to bomb
Rangoon; rescue missions in the dense
jungles of the Naga headhunters; the
intense fighting of Merrill’s Marauders
and the Mars Task Force; the Gurkha
soldier from Nepal; the British and
Chinese troops training and fighting;
and just about anything else that took
place between 1942 - 1945.

Anyone writing a book or putting
together a film today of the war can
visit the Archives of the US Air Force
at Maxwell AFB, Montgomery,
Alabama, or the Imperial War
Museum in London for copies of all
films and photos made by our photo
unit.

Civilian war photographers working
for newspapers and magazines, as
well as movie news reels, covered a
great part of the military action
world-wide alongside military
cameramen. In the C.B.I. snakes, mos-
quitoes and humid weather kept all
but the most physically fit persons out
of the jungles. But some of the
greatest photography of the World
War Il era came out of our theatre,
and has been displayed in a fashion
to preserve history as it was made.
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Movie Queen Ann Sheridan and fellow entertainers blended in with the troops while in the C.B.I. for a Show.
_ — — —

A Video Trip to Bataan and Corregidor

Jan. 18-Feb. 3, 1986
with Col. Sam Grashio...USAF Retired 53
Death March Survivor...Escapee

Co-author...Return to Freedom
SEE: The route of the Bataan Death March '

Mariveles...Aglaloma...Corregidor...Fort Drum -- The Concrete Battleship...Camp O'Donnell
Cabanatuan...The American Military Cemetery at Ft. Bonifacio...Memorials to our WW2
dead and missing...and many more places of interest

HEAR: A narration of the Bataan Death March

by Col. Sam Grashio with realistic sound effects. Recorded in Hollywood, February 1944.
Introduction by Robert Conrad. A 98-minute video tape, professionally produced.
Available in VHS and BETA format :

COST: $29.95 + $3.00 shipping and handling. Total $32.95
Send check or money order and return address to:
Samuel C. Grashio
162 S. Coeur D'Alene B-303
3 Spokane, Washington 99204

Allow 4 weeks delivery
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Wingate and
his Chindits

General Orde Wingate, a British Ar-
my officer, in the summer of 1942
formed the 77th Indian Infantry
Brigade from British, Gurkha, and
Burmese battalions. Known as Chin-
dits, after a mythical Hindu per-
sonality, these troops were trained to
operate as guerrillas and raiders.

In February 1943, Wingate led 3,000
of his men across the Chindwin River
into north Burma. Six weeks later
2,000 survivors infiltrated into India
and China.

At the Quebec Conference in the fall
of 1943, Wingate convinced both
Roosevelt and Churchill that light in-
fantry brigades could successfully
perform long-range penetration
raids, and paralyze the enemy’s rear
if they were supported and supplied
by air.

On March 16, 1944, 9,000 treops and
1,000 mules were landed by gliders
behind Japanese lines. Although
Wingate was killed 18 days later in an
aircraft accident, his tactics were
successfully employed by his suc-
cessor General Walter Lentaigne.



n early March 1942,

the touristiec instin-

~ cts of the newly-landed

American Army troups in

New Caledonia had free play. It was

the delightful era before Washington

had fully organized its red tape, or

had issued instructions on the conduct
of soldiers in foreign countries.

This made the work of Henri, the

" concierge of the big French Colonial
Hospital at Noumea, particularly dif-
ficult but enjoyable. As an old soldier,
wounded in 1918, he sympathized with
the young American G.1.s who wanted
to see everything.

He saluted officers smartly, and
murmured respectfully in French to
all non-coms over the grade of
corporal.

Frustated in what he considered his
great natural ability as a guide and
lecturer, Henri’s only compensation
was the opportunity to discuss with
me France, America, the war, and

_ the moral decadence of the times.

1 spoke some French, and as a
liaison officer with the French Ser-
vice de Sante’, I had a billet in the
hospital. In the year I lived there, we
got to be good friends. My cigarettes
made up for the weird hours I kept,
and he, in turn, told me a great deal of
local history. + .

New Caledonia was a primary ob-
jective in the unchecked southward
march of the Japanese. Henri pointed
out, with less completeness and ac-
curacy, but far more pungency than

the G-2 reports, that the entire 250
til then by a battalion of native

World War 1 rejected 75 millimeter

guns.

A thousand of their best men were
present in Africa fighting for France,
and what had France sent them in
return, he questioned. “Le Chevreuil
and Le Mission!”

Le Chevreuil, a gunboat, slightly
larger than old sub-chasers of 1917,
constituted the entire French Navy in
South Pacific waters. The “Mission’
was a large group of officers, some
with their wives, headed by Admiral
Georges Thierry d’Argenlieu.

The evening of March 20, I escaped
the usual lecture by explaining I was
on my way to the reception of Gover-
nor Sautot for General Alexander
Patch and his staff. But like the An-
cient Mariner, Henri fixed his glitter-
ing eye on me and promised to tell the
true story of that affair.

It was a joint reception, with the
American staff being presented first
to Governor Sautot and then to Ad-
miral d’Argenlieu. Though it was
hoped that General Patch, our com-
mander, might reconcile these two
men, it was apparent that the friction
between the popular, amiable, expan-
sive Sautot and the rigidly correct
d’Argenlieu required more than soft
soap diplomacy. :

Henri, that night, dilated on the vir-
tues of Sautot, explaining how he had
been selected by the people and con-
firmed by DeGaulle, after they had
run Governor Denis out for staying

Lt. Colonel Arthur G. King outside his billet at Noumea, 1942.

'Modern
French
Revolution

Arthur King, M.D.

with the Vichy government.

“But then came Le Mission”, he
roared. Twenty-one naval officers to
stay comfortably ashore and direct
one canoe that never leaves the har-
bor (undoubtedly the Chevreuil).
Because of the military urgency they

“have requisitioned our best houses

and our automobiles, is it not so, that
we have contributed to DeGaulle.”
The catalogue of sins included tak-

ing over the best beaches for their ex-
clusive use. Worst of all, the defense
of the island was left to the Americans
while French infantrymen were used
to having a beach club and bath-
houses. He muttered ‘“You will see,
the Governor will disembarrass us of
him...he has already made the Ad-
miral give us more gasoline.”
Henri’s resentment came honestly.
As a colon, or colonist, he objected to

‘from France.

the Metropoles, that is, the managers
of the large, absentee-owned estates,
mines, mercantile interests and ship-

. ping, as well as the civil servants sent

over from France as administrators.

The colons were primarily
descendents of liberal exiles from
France and Germany following the
revolutions of 1848 and 1872. Henri
probably traced his blood line back to
the released inmates of the old penal
colony near the town of Brourrail.
Certainly he was connected to the
Broussards, the hardy mountaineers
who lived in the “bush” or back
counfry.

The morning of May 1, Henri called
dramatically: “Tiens, the war has
begun.” This was hardly news since
the events of December 7, but as G-2
had indicated little change in the
situation, it was obviously another
war. “He has called the Governor a
Vichyiste and the Consell has re-
quired an explanation from General
DeGaulle. It is now Sautot or the Ad-
miral, but never the two in New
Caldonia,”” he went on.

The Conseil was the locally elected
advisory council, which held a stormy
session to decide whether to join
DeGaulle, remain with the Vichy
government, or declare independence
Although the
Separatists were intensely loyal to the

_Allied cause, they were vulnerable to

criticism because they had voted
against DeGaulle in favor of complete
independence.

Sautet’s strongest support lay with
the Separatisis among the colons.
Henri had often inveighed against the
Paris-made laws which protected pro-
duce of other French colonies but for-
bade New Caledonia to raise tobacco
or sell its excellent rum.

The trade restrictions and tax situa-
tion presented an wunbelievably
modern version of Great Britain and
the American colonies in 1775.
Although a Separatist, Henri had faith
that DeGaulle would support Sautot
and recall the Admiral.

The night of May 4, Henri was
trembling with rage as he opened one
gate and approached my jeep. “Do
you know what has happened, mon
Colonel?” he asked. I did, having
come from a dinner party.

“The Admiral invited the Governor
aboard the Chevreuil for a con-
ference, the governor and four
members of the Conseil...a peaceful
conference concerning the word from
DeGaulle...and he has arrested them
by force of arms, our governor,
because he took our part.” :

The following morning the hospital
gates were wide open, but Henri was
nowhere to be seen. The Chevreuil
had left the harbor, with Sautot
aboard, and the streets were crowded
with new Calendonians.

Henri was too old to march in the
numerous parades which formed. The
marchers went up and down the
streets, carrying placards and
French and American flags. They
sang the “Marseillaise” and what

it =
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passed for the ‘“Star Spangled Ban-
ner.” American jeeps and trucks
made wide detours through the city,
but occasionally were routed by
M.P.s to form a solid, slow-moving

_ blockade between the crowds and the
American headquarters.

Several times the marchers
grouped in an orderly circle around
the front entrance and demanded to
hear General Patch. He finally ap-
peared on the balcony for a brief
speech, saying this was no time for

- political quarrels. Instead, local pro-
blems should be subordinated to the
defense against the common enemy.

] Cheers and applause greeted his

g words.

o On Wednesday, May 6, the crowds

| were still seen, but the bistros were
closed and speech-making was
sporadic and less violent. Henri was
back on duty, pleased that the Ad-
miral had “Fontu le camp”...had

“scrammed.” .

The excitement had died down on
May 7. Henri was subdued, gracious,
and very secretive. ‘Knowing too
much is indiscreet,” he remarked,
‘“and, also illegal!” French censor-
ship had cast its spell! Other Caledo-
niéns indicated only that something
important was happening. B .

By the next day, Henri was expan- . | 8
sive and jubilant. His salute was as
proud as the crowing of the Gallic
cock.

“Now it is our turn! You will soon
hear, mon Colonel, how the
Broussards arrested the Admiral and
four of his staff to wipe out the shame
of the treatment of our governor. It is
too late for us to have him back, but
now the Admiral will also go.

‘“You have seen the paper? I asked.

“No, but Banuelos has if, that
fox”’...and then his face clouded. “It’s
a pity that such a species of smuggler
should lead us to victory. And it is not
chic that they molested Cabanier, a
real battle-hero. But you will see; the
Admiral and the Mission will soon
leave us in peace.”

- “Where is the Admiral?”’

“Aha! the Americans ask! He is
well hidden in a cabin in the bush, and
comfortable, I am told, and he will be
released when it is assured that he
will depart from the island as he has
promised in writing.”

The Americans suddenly became _ _
too i - = :
tionPl'i‘Sh):e %’slglt%;:lgl;tﬁlgoll:;; ﬁﬁlgn Music and beauty gave C.B.l.ers a treat when Paulette Goddard entertained them.

place, and the U.S. Navy had paid a

terrible price to turn back the ]UST PI_ AN E MUSIC'

Japanese fleet on its way to attack ®

New Calendonia. The sound of the classic piston-engined military aircraft is music to all who love the great Warbirds.
Our fleet was supposed to be limp- Hear in full fidelity stereo, the spine-tingling snarl of liquid-cooled in-line powered aircraft

ing home; the Lexington was sunk; a :gchbas fthedMustan_g, P-40, Spitfire, Airacobra, and others and the deep-throated, uneven

Japanese carrier, known to be loose, rob of radial engined planes such as the P-47, Hellcat, Corsair, B-25, B-17 and so many

) more. Recorded up-close and in action.
was perhaps at liberty to bomb the

The 60 minute — narrated — aviation sound programs of Photos & Sounds by Painters will

island. Precautions were_ taken 2 to thrill you with their unique content and superb quality.

alert Noumea to the impending THE MOST RECENT RELEASES

danger. VOL. 11—;\’?}?33521;;\;!13?!3“’5 :;8;" - Sounds of the P-40, P-47, P-51, Spitfire 9 & 14, F6F, P2V, B25,
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]  fall, ERS e 1415 Clinton Ave. e Kalamazoo, M e =
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Japanese erase their history

ow almost 50 years

later we sometimes joke

about Japan and Germany

really winning World War
II. How close to the truth is such talk
and hindsight?

Certainly the industrial growth and
world wide influence of those two na-
tions give the thought some credence.

Hirohito’s passing was the last
public reminder of that greatest of all
humilitations — surrender, a
Japanese watcher says. Prior to his
death, my observer began hearing
and reading — for the first time —
that Japan ought to junk the U.S. dic-
tated constitution (and especially that
clause about not making war), look
into nuclear weapons, reassert that
the “‘emperor damned sure is divine
and always has been (he only re-
nounced divinity because MacArthur
was holding a pistol to his head).”

Now that Hirohito is gone, my
observer goes on to say that the
emperor’s son is held in great respect
and Shintoism is on the rise. This resi-
dent of Tokyo for several years ex-
pecis a new nationalism and a
military force of some sort in the near
future. He, like a lot of us would love
to see Japan take on some of its
military burden, and spend some of
its vast wealth to aid the Pacific
defense forces and bolster the U.S.
economy. :

He sees no improvement of the un-

i=ir tnport-export balance with our
World War II enemy, now an ally so
important that President Geroge
Bush felt he had no alternative to at-
tending Hirohito’s funeral. My
observer was proud of the fact that
Great Britain and Australia strongly
protested the heel clicking of the
many nations who paid tribute to
Hirohito, and virtually ignored the
elaborate funeral ceremony.

But even worse, my watcher adds,
is the fact that this new generation of
Japanese (and he loves his assign-
ment there) is totally unaware of
what happened in World War II. The
people he associates with know
nothing about the Bataan Death
Mareh, or the wonton destruction of
human life in China. They are only
vaguely aware that Pearl Harbor did
take place but no feeling of guilt is
expressed.

Your columnist had a similar ex-

A General

-

‘‘‘‘

Wendell Phillippi

perience in Germany in 1983. The
young, handsome blond tour director
knew nothing about World War II or
the holocaust. As my observer and I
agree, people of both nations knew
what happened but few feel or will
€ver express any regret. Let us pray
their future generations do not again
try to gain military superiority as
their forefathers did so often. Their
economic and industrial domination
is enough for us to put up with for a
long time.

All of which reminds this columnist
that at least Kurt Vonnegut, the
famous Hoosier author, compared
Hirohito with Hitler and Mussolini on
a recent Phil Donahue show and
received a good round of applause for
the remark from the audience. At
least some have not forgotten why so
many Americans boys fought and
died because of the three dictators
who brought on World War II.

AH. EDITING

A recent column had an omission
due to an editing foulup which is not
new to us in the publishing business.

The column was also on Japan —
lamenting-all the bowing toward the
emperor of Japan at the time of his
death.

The column pointed out that in ef-
fect Hirohito never got the message
that he should have surrendered after
we made our biggest aerial bombing
attack in mid-March 1945, months
before we were ready to go with the
atomic bombs.

yellow peril, we dropped our biggest
load on Tokyo and the toll was 97,000

U.S. M-ARINE CORPS

WANTED BY COLLECTOR

killed, 125,000 wounded, and 1,200,000
homeless. We flattened 32 square
miles. Then the Japanese made us
pay a high price for capturing
Okinawa for home bases preparatory
to the final assault on the enemy. Still
no answer to our requests for
surrender.

So was it any wonder we finally had
to drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki? The March raid had
been more destructive with so-called
-conventional weapons than either of
the two atomic bomb raids. Look for
that information in- either an
American or Japanese textbook or
history and I doubt if you will find it.
Or try and explain that to peace mar-
chers or protestors of our use of
“Nukes”” in World War II.

RETURN TO FREJUS

This columnist will return to one of
his battlefields in August for the 45th
anniversary celebration of the lan-
ding and liberation of Frejus, France,
on the French Riviera.

He will join his former commanding
officer, Brig. General Theodore An-
drews, of Austin, Texas, who retired
from the regular army after a

brilliant military career to represent
their regiment, the 143rd 36th Texas
National Guard Division, which land-
ed on D-day at San Raphael near Fre-
jus.

It will be my second return to the
landing site. Having been out of
uniform for years, I will appear in a
new white uniform for the occasion as
guest of the city of Frejus.

The invasion was opposed by Chur-
chill but General Eisenhower wanted
it (Operation Dragoon) so President
Roosevelt told Winnie to let Ike do
what he had to do to win the war. The
invasion was more successful than
imagined (300 miles in 130 days) and
provided vital ports necessary to sup-
ply and reinforce U.S. troops after
they broke out of Normandy and join-
ed the southern thrust. |

Correction

In the May issue we incorrectly
identified the writer of “‘Home to my
girl” as Tom Banks. The correct
name of the writer is Ted Banks of
Stone Mountain, Georgia.
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Making

round this time of

year we are a nation

awash in flags — summer’s

annual outpouring of
festive patriotism.

But beer and barbecues are not
always the best instruments for
serious patriotic reflection. And often
the American flag’s unique power to
move and inspire is only evident when
displayed in time of crisis. Like on the
day that it was draped over the
caskets of those who died on the bat-
tleship Iowa. Or on the day it was
burned by chanting Iranian fanatics
during the hostage crisis.

These unforgettable images pro-
voke a kind of pride and anger that is
easier felt than explained. These emo-
tions don’t need to be syrupy or sen-
timental. But they are rooted in one
solid and extraordinary fact — that
the flag somehow embodies the
selflessness of thousands of men and
women who died to preserve an
American experiment in freedom.

But last week the Supreme Court
discovered a curious and disturbing
new constitutional right. Ironically,
as a flag flew over its white-marbled
building, the Court determined it was
perfectly legal to burn the American
flag as a form of political speech.

The case they decided began with a
protest at the Republican National

Classified
GERMAN U-BOATS! Live the history
of this WW II force with the leading
expert in the western hemisphere.
You’ll receive monthly newsletter
with actual histories of individual U-
boats; including their fate AND posi-
tion of sinking! There is regular input
from the top ACES like Kretschmer,
Topp, Merten, Hardegen & others as
well as from American & British
destroyer crewmen. For FREE infor-
mation, send a stamped self-
addressed envelope to:
SHARKHUNTERS; P.0O. Box
21776-WT; Tampa; FL 33622

GERMAN MILITARY COLLEC-
TIBLES, MEDALS, DAGGERS,
SWORDS, POGSTCARDS,
MISSCELLANEOUS. UNUSUAL
WORLDWIDE MILITARY & ANTI-
QUE ITEMS. BUYING, SELLING.
CATALOG $2.00. LOTHAR KARL &
CO. 94 McCLELLAN AVE.,
MINEOLA, N.Y. 11501.

FOREIGN MILITARY
PARACHUTIST/ELITE INSIGNIA.
Trade/Sale list covering more than
80+ nations. Also foreign Aviation
wings, repro. MAC-SOG patches and
USSF blazer badges. $1.00. Contact:
Harry Pugh, 5009 N. 24th St., Arl-
ington, VA, 22207.
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Senator Dan Coats

Convention in 1984. In front of City
Hall, a protester doused the American
flag with kerosene and set it aflame
while several dozen others chanted,
‘“‘American, the red, white, and blue,
we spif on you.”’

This kind of desecration provokes in
most Americans, including myself,
the sort of barely restrained oufrage
that keeps you from sleeping at night.

It is not that Americans are in-
secure. We do not blindly follow tradi-
tions. But we do care deeply about
symbols — particularly that one sym-

light of their sacrifice

The flag bears our pride in times of celebra-
tion. It bears our grief at half-staff. But if
should not be forced to bear the insulits of a
calloused and deformed conscience.

bol of ideas and values for which men
and women have sacrificed and died
in every generation. To desecrate the
flag, I believe, is to desecrate their
memory and make light of their
sacrifice.

There is a type of patriotism that is
held so deeply that it finds expression
in concrete things like a patriot’s crip-
pled body — or in bits of eolored cloth.
For men who have risked death in ser-
vice of a flag it is more than just a
symbol, it is sacrifice you can hold in
your hand — or trample underfoot in
contempt:

The flag bears our pride in times of
celebration. It bears our grief at half-
staff. But it should not be forced to
bear the insults of a calloused and
deformed conscience.

Men and women who we ask to die
for a flag have a right to expect
deference for that flag by those who
benefit from their sacrifice. It is part
of the compaet we make with those
who will serve. And, until this deci-
sion, it was the law in 48 states.

Tolerance is an important thing in a
free and diverse society. Agreement
must never be a prerequisite for
civility. But tolerance can never be
rooted in the view that nothing is
worth our outrage because nothing is

worth our sacrifice.

Chief Justice Rehnquist authored a
stinging dissent to this misguided
decision, arguing, ‘‘Surely one of the
high purposes of a democratic society
18 to legislate against conduct that is
regarded as evil and profoundly offen-
sive to the majority of people —
whether it be murder, embezzlement,
pollution or flag burning.”

Justice John Paul Stevens added,
referring to the ideals of American
Patriotism, “If those ideas are worth
fighting for — and our history
demonstrates that they are — it can-
not be true that the flag that uniquely
symbolizes their power is not itself
worthy of protection from un-
necessary desecration.”

Yes, we must be tolerant. But we
must never adept an enervating and
cowardly disdain that strips us of
patriotic conviction and dulls our
ability to be offended by the desecra-
tion of vital symbols. “In the world it
is called tolerance,” wrote author

Darothy Sayers, “but in hell it is call-
ed Despair... (ne sin Tnak believes m
nothing, cares for nothing, enjoys
nothing, finds “purpose in nothing,
lives for nothing, and remains alive
because there is nothing for which it
will die.”

Proud of “Old Glory’’

Our flag stands in an honored place in our houses of

worship because it is a symbol of our religious freedom.
It waves over our schools as a testament to our heritage
and to our freedom of opportunity. It flies over our state
houses and federal buildings as testimony to our
representative form of government. And it flies in our
yards and from our homes as a reminder that we are a
free people today because of those who paid a dear price
throughout all of our yesterdays.

You don’t have to be a veteran to understand what the
American flag means, nor do you have to be a “super
patriot’’ to understand that the symbols of our freedom
deserve to be protected. Tens of thousands of brave,
selfless American men and women have died to protect
our flag from desecration at the hand of our enemies.

Like those who saw freedom in the red, white, and
blue when they came to this land, I see in our flag the in-
spiration of the future. A future for all Americans to live
free, in world at peace. It is our obligation to continue a
legacy of love of country, respect for all people, and a
deep understanding of what ‘‘Old Glory”’ has meant for
more than 200 years. I am proud of our flag. I am proud
to be an American.

H.F. GIERKE
National Commander
The American Legion




David Dale and General Jimmy Doolittle

€.B.l.ers are an active group

Bl vetlerans who

: today still cherish

the memories of those

never-to-be-forgotten days
in the Far East, have found CBIVA
the veterans organization they have
been seeking.

This group of CBI’ers is a mosaic
designed of unique military ex-
periences, united under a common
bond of fraternalism and dedicated to
honor our dead through the serving of
those who survived the war.

The China-Burma-India Veterans
Association is a non-profit group, with
membership open to all personnel

who served in or with the Armed -

Forces of the United States in China,
Burma or India during World War II.
Honorable service during the period
of issuance of the Asiatic-Pacific
theatre ribbon is an additional re-
quisite. Also, the ‘‘China War
Memorial” medal may be applied for
if one served in China during the same
period.
_ By heritage, CBIVA was Wisconsin
%rn and nourished. The original
group got together in Calcutta,
Bengal late in the war but was started
i earnest August 28, 1948 during a re-
tnion held in Milwaukee.
There, war veterans from 15 states
“nthusiastically endorsed the forma-
of an organization for former
CBPers. It was named China-Burma-
India Veterans Association and
lester J. Dencker served as its first

commander.

Since its formation, CBI Family re-
unions have become a tradition. Few
who have attended one of these
gatherings have not become en-
chanted by its friendly atmosphere.

Re-unions have been held in most
every state of the country. This year,
Albany, New York will play host to
the more than 1,000 CBI’ers and their
families. Commander William S. Dor-

man of Tulsa, Oklahoma, will direct
proceedings at the headquarters in
the Holiday Inn.

New officers are elected annually to

John Lawler, and Bob !(adel at a recent C.B.l. reunion.

serve for a one year period on the na-
tional level. Local groups, or
“‘Bashas,” as they are called, serve
the great number of veterans who
cannot attend national re-unions.

Americanism Awards are
presented annually to outstanding
Americans of our times. Among those
having received this award are
General Albert Wedemeyer, Lt.
General Jimmy Doolittle, Maj.
General John Allison and many other
distinguished men and women.
CBIVA honors its own members each
year with an award for outstanding

service to the organization.

Any veteran of the C-B-I conflict
who is interested in meeting old bud-
dies from years past are invited to at-
tend the re-unions or write to the ad-
dress below. Each year more and
more men and women are finding out
about this unique group which is the
only World War II Veterans Organiza-
tion that meets as a whole theatre.

For information: Bob Kadel, Na-
tional Public Relations Officer, 3026
Fenwood Avenue, Terre Haute, IN
47803. (812) 235-6570.

'‘D-DAY+40
A CANDID VIEW

30559 Pinetree  Pepper Pike, Ohio 44124

% D-DAY commerative color film « 33 minutes with live

B and campaign through England, France, Belgium,
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[0 35mm sound/slide film ... .......... $9750 e
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D-D + 40 Inc. * Suite 231 , o i e

WWII VETS

“'vet'" narration & sound effects « Viewer seesiit ‘‘then’’
1944 and “‘now"’ 1984 * Retraces steps of many vets

Luxembourg, Netherlands & Germany * Ceremonies at
Utah and Omaha beaches, Pointe du Hoc, Bastogne and
West Berlin « Unconditional surrender in Reims, France
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Bert and Bear

FROM PAGE 5

Hope began to surge in Bert’s
breast on September 21, 1944 when-
hundreds of U.S. airplanes suddenly
appeared on the horizon and shot up
several Japanese aircraft on the
airstrip.

Freedom for Bert came with strik-
ing suddenness. On the night of
January 30, 1945, 100 men of the Sixth
Army Ranger Infantry Battalion,
assisted by 200 Filipino guerrilas, in-
filtrated 28 miles behind Japanese
lines to rescue the 511 surviving
POWs. -

The Rangers’ fire power lasted ap-
proximately 13 minutes. The
prisoners lay flat on the ground, not
knowing what was going on.

One Ranger spotted Bert in a ditch
and shouted, “What the hell is the
matter with you people, don’t you
want to be free?” Hesitantly, Bert
asked if he was a Yank, to which he
replied, “I'm from Oklahoma.”
‘“That is good enough for me,” Bert
shouted, and ran “like hell”’ for the
main gate.

The liberated men were loaded on
trucks the next day and sped to-safe-
ty. On the way, they saw for the first
time in three years an American flag
on a make shift stand alongside the
dusty road. ' =

“Every man in those 40 or 50 trucks
stood at attention and saluted with
large tears rolling down their
cheeks,” Bert vividly recalls. ‘It was
an emotional moment I've never got-
ten over. Seeing that flag made me
feel that my suffering had been worth
something.”

Bert came home and never looked
back. When he showed up at the
Tuscaloosa News he breezed in with a
hearty laugh and healthy handshake,
just as he had done when he bade
farewell to his friends four years

Two buddies from Bataan were reunited shortly after the war, when
Bert Bank (left) and Sam Grashio gof together in San Francisco.
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earlier.

He wrote a small paperback book
Back from the Living Dead, and
dedicated it to his parents and friends
whose prayers were responsible for
his deliverence. Physical recovery,
however, did not come overnight.
Malnutrition had seriously affected
his vision and he was in and out of
hospitals for three years.

The years since World War II have
been good to Bert. In addition to his
successful business interests, he serv-
ed in the Alabama House of Represen-
tatives eight years, and the State
Senate two years. He garnered 47% of
the vote in a statewide race for lieute-
nant governer in 1978. He was the
principal architect of ‘legislation

~“which established the Alabama

Educational Commision.

Today Bert has time to serve on
several boards, frequent the golf
course, and promote civic activities.
Traveling with Alabama’s feothall
team during the season brings him
special satisfaction — ““They are still
‘Bama, part of a rich tradition, of
which I am fortunate to have a part.”

Bert was one of the last persons to
visit Bear Bryant when the coach was
hospitalized in early 1983. But he
didn’t disturb his rest. Instead, he left
a humorous paperback book ‘“What I
Know About Football”’ to cheer up the
coach.

Hours later, Bert and the sports
world were stunned to hear that

- Bryant had joined other football

greats beyond the “Final Goalpost.”
“If I can be a bit sentimental,” he
reflects, ““he left us a lasting exaxag\e
— Yo be a success — no semething
much stronger, a winner, a true win-
ner in life. I never knew anyone who
strove harder for that geal.”
Perhaps Bert, like most
Ex-P.0.W.s, is too modest. How does
one define ‘“‘winner?”’ “Victor?” And
who is a victor? Webster: ‘“‘one who
defeats an enemy,” (Even in a prison
camp, the Times adds).
Bert’'s membership in the
“American Defenders of Bataan and
Corregidor” is an emblem which he

~ wears with special pride. Regularly

he is found on the speaker’s circuit
with an intensely patriotic speech
“What America Means to Me.”

And when he talks about Ameriea,
he’s not just talking about symbols.

BOOKS

by Rev. Dr. Harrison,

AV 100% SC, AXPOW, MA) AUS RET
retired civilian instructor pilol.

GOD'S SON, CHRIST JESUS $25.
FLIGHT FROM YOUTH - The Story of
an American POW in Nazi Germany
$25. -

MIGHTY EAGLES OF THE SKY -
575 pages, life experiences of 71
CIV-MIL aviators, 490 photos, draw-
ings and editorial cartoons $35.
Author was B17 pilot - “Baby of the
8th."”

Thank you,
Jack Harrison,
6221 Douglas Dr.,
Watauga, TX 76148




CONFEDERATE
AlR FORCE

Ask the Colonel

Colonel Jim Shelton, Indiana

Wing, Confederate Air Force

Q. It is reported the most Q ® What U.S. General ordered Q @ Audie Murphy was the most

destructive bombing mission in World
War 1l

Hiroshima or Nagasaki. Whai was it?

AO The great B-29 raid on

March 9, 1945 on Japan, leaving
more than one and a quarter
million people homeless.

Q ® Two other well known movie

stars who gave a good account of

was not Regensberg or

themselves in World War Il were han-
dicapped by only having one eve. Who
were they?

A @ Peter Falk and Rex Har-
rison.

Q. l:‘(’f'l"(ll{‘l' @l one 1Eme con-

sidered sending Jews to an istand in-

\\s

Furope. What was this island?

AO Madagasear —

transportation problems made
theidea undesirable.

Q ® PBelieve it or not a weapon

named “Mousetrap™ was used by our

concentivation  camps  in

great Navy. What was it?

® It was a rocket laun-
cher.

Q. What was the code name

given to the Navy portion of the opera-
tion on D-Day., June 6, 19447

® Neptune.

Q ® The last Marine to leave

Walke Island in 1941 was also the first
person to return in 1945. Who was he?

A ® Colonel Walter Bayler.

a chaplain to write a praver for better
weather?

AO George Patton did so

during the Battle of the Bulge.
James O'Neill at first objected
but after writing the prayer, the
weather did improve. Patton
awarded O’Neill the Bronze Star.

WW II "VICTORY"

o Send As A Gift
o Share The Memories

o Remember The Facts

SAMPLE DAY

1941-Japanese aircraft
launched a suprise
attack on Pearl Harbor
at 07:39 with 183
planes
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decorated service man in World War 11
He later went on to become a well
known movie star. The second most
decorated service man was also a movie
star. Who was this brave man?

Ao Neville Brand, who

usually played the heavy roles.

Q ® Two dogs played roles in

World War Il with names of “Hitler®
and “Willie.”

owned them?

What famous generals

AO Montgomery had the

dog ‘“‘Hitler” and ‘“‘Willie” was
Patton’s.
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Marine Rocket Reunion, Sept. 27 - Oct. 1
Oklahoma City, OK. Contact: Marvin
Taylor, 2612 Main Ave. S. Brookings, SD
57006 (605) 693-3639.

3rd Bn. 5th Marines Transplacement Bn.
(Okinawa 1960) reunion Las Vegas, NV,
Feb. 1990. Contact: Sgt. Maj. Richard
Goucher (Ret) 13431 Acton Ave. Poway,
© CA 92064.

N.A.T.T.C. & N.A.S. reunion Norman
OK, Sheraton Hotel Sept. 29 - Oct. 1. Con-
tact: Francis Brandt, 1067 S.E. 42nd St.,
Loveland, CO 80537, (303) 669-6083.

U.S. Marine Corps Drill Insturctor
Assoc. reunion Aug. 17-21, San Diego, CA.
Contact: GYSGT F. Michael Cline (619)
524-5041 or 224-2579. USMC DI Assoc. Bldg.
28, RTR, MCRD, San Diego, CA 92140.

101st Airborne Div. Assoc. 44th reunion,
Marc Plaza Hotel, Aug. 10-13, Milwaukee,
WI. Contact: 101st Airborne Div. Assoc.
P.0. Box 586 Sweetwater, TN 37874 (615)
337-4103.

Navy “Sun Downer’’ Sqd. from VIF-11
and VF-111, reunion Pensacola, FL., Nov
16-18. Contact: K.H. Enander, 419 Maple
St. Fort Townsend, WA 98368 (206) 385-
7786.

100th Air Service Squadron 5th AF reu-
nion Sherman, TX. Aug. 18-20. Contact:
Chuck Blumenthal, 8046 Via Del Desierto,
Scottsdale, AZ 85258.

Marine Corps League & Auxiliary reu-
nion, Dallas TX Aug. 6-12, Dallas Hilton
Inn, Mockingbird and Central Ex-
pressway. Contact: D.C. (Ducky) Wilkin-
son, 3039 Sharpview Ln., DPallas, TX 75228.
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Second Marine Div. Assoc. looking for
former Marines (2nd Div) Contact: Bill
Smith, 21500 Lassen St. #168, Chatsworth,
CA 91311 (818) 341-0504.

Iwo Jima Vet. Assoc. reunion Feb. 15-18,
1990, Baton Rouge, LA, Baton Rouge
Hilton Hotel. Contact: James R. (Jim)
Westbrook, Rt. 10 Box 382, Vicksburg, MS
39180.

789th Engr. Pet. Dist. Co. WWII, reunion

Sept. 22-24, Ft. Wayne, IN. Contact:
Thomas R. Foltz, 4332 Sanford Ln., Ft.
Wayne, IN 46816 (219) 447-2690.

Third Battalion Fifth Marines on
Okinawa - 1960. Reunion Feb. 2-4, 1990 Ha-
cienda Hotel, Las Vegas, NV. Contact: 3/5
“Sixty’” Assoc. P.0. Box 1724, Oceanside,
CA 92054,

Guadalcanal campaign veterans (all
branches of the service) reunion Oct. 12-15,
San Antonio, TX. Contact: Gene Keller,
4043 Standish, Kalamazoo, MI, 49008 (616)
344-0265.

101st Airborne Division Assoc. 44th reu-
nion Mare Plaza Hotel, Milwaukee, WI,
Aug. 10-13, 1989. Contact: Ivan G. Worrell,
101 East Morris St. P.0. Box 586, Sweet-
water, TN 37874 (615) 337-4103.

78th Seabee WWII, Oct. 19-22, 1989,
Davisville, RI. Contact: Ken Kelly, P.O.
Box 194, Grand Haven, MI 49417 (616) 798-
4311.

U.S.S. Rogers (DD/DDR 876) 1st reu-
nion, all hands. Harley Hotel, Cleveland,
Ohio, Oct. 6-8, 1989. Contaci: George
Eichenberg, 1157 E. Miner, Mayfield His.,
Ohio 44124, (216) 442-5155.

USS Lackawanna (AO-40) Reunion May
1990, Indianapolis, IN. Contact: Newman
Cryer, 5323 N. Kenyon Dr., Indianapolis,
IN 46226 (317) 547-5187.

Co. L, 13th INF, 8th Div. World War 11
reunion, Oct. 5-7, 1989, Belvedere Motor
Inn, Lexington Park, MD. Contact: Col.
Earle L. Lerette, Rt. 3, 318 Port Place,
Leonardtown, MD 20650,

60th Combat Engineers Assoc. 35th INF
Div. reunion Oct. 12-14. Contact: Peter Zic-
cardi, 225 Gailmor Dr. Yonkers, NY. 10710
(914) 337-7954 or Irby Fleming, 5721 S. 5th
St., Arlington VA 22204.

854th ENGINEER AVIATION BAT-
TALION, WWII, Oct. 6-8, 1989, Holiday
Inn, New Orleans West Bank, Gretna, LA.
Contact: James E. Bethell, 854th
Spearheaders, 6805 Galax Ct., Springfield,
VA 22151. (703) 256-2988.

DUTY,HONOR, COUNTRY is amagazine of
the United States airbomne world: the spirit, the
place in history of a service to a great nation,
adventure and saga, the untold stories, hobbies,
life styles, outlooks and community services.
Read a page of memorable and inspiring his-
tory - this page could be yours.

AIRBORNE QUARTERLY is published 4
times a year.

PREMIERE ISSUE, SPRING 1988.
SUBSCRIPTION RATE: 1 year $12.00,

2 years §20.00, 3 years $27.00 (USA)

Mail Subscription to: Airbome Quarterly,
PO Box 60702, Palo Alto, CA 94306
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40th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (B-29) &
28th SERVICE OUTFIT REUNION,
Omaha, NE, Sept. 14-17, 1989, Marriott
Hotel. Contact: Richard A. Veach, 1030
Palimino Rd., Omaha, NE 68154. (402) 333-
4124.

44th REUNION, CBI HUMP PILOTS &
SUPPORT PERSONNEL, Aug. 23-27, 1989.
Sheraton Spokane Hotel, North, 322
Spokane Falls Ct., Spokane, WA 99201-
0165. (800) 848-9600. Contact: Mrs. Jan
Thies, 808 Lester St., Poplar Bluff, MO
63901. (314) 785-2420.

USS BELLEAU WOOD (CVL24) and all
attached air groups, Aug. 16-20, 1989. Con-
tact: Robert L. Ross, 2732 8. US 23,
Oscoda, MI 48750, (513) 739-2182.

MARINE/NAVY WORLD WAR [
PARATROOPERS. Reunion, El Tropicano
Hotel, San Antonio, TX, Oct. 26-29, 1989.
Contact: Col. D.E. Serverance, Box 1972,
La Jolla, CA 92038.

COMPANY E, 28th MARINES ASSN.
Reunion Feb. 22-25, 1990, Westpark Hotel,
Arlington, VA. Contact: Cel. D.E.
Serverance, Box 1972, La Jolla, CA 92037.

The jumpsuit that saw action from
Bl (ortn Africa and Europe to the Philip-
pines. Cut to the same specifications
= as the durable jumpsuits issued to
World War |l airborne troops. Made in
R the U.S.A. of Fortrel and heavy cotton
twill with no sacrifice of the overall
rugged look. Uncompromising atten-
tion to detail makes the difference in
H this quality garment. Jacket sizes
S(36) M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46)
XXL(48) XXXL(52). Pants sizes 30-42
(even only). Color: Khaki.
Jacket & Panis........... $200.00
JacketOnly.............. $150.00
= Includes shipping, handling and insur-
ance. Allow 3— 6 weeks for delivery.

Send your order to:

Chattahoochee U.S.A. - PO. Box 3221 -
Alhambra, CA 91803 - (213) 665-8094
Sorry, No COD'’s - California residents
add 6.5% tax.

SENDME _____JUMPSUITS
SEND JACKET ONLY (]

(O(L ADD $5.00) QOC(L ADD $10.00)
JACKET SIZE
NAME (PRINT)
ADDRESS

cmy

PANTS SIZE

RE-LIVE

Your CBIl Experiences
in Classic Art

FRAME NOT INCLUDED

China-Burma-india - “The Hump" - no mere dots on a map to you who

knew them best.

8hould memory dim, recapture instant recall through these 18" x 20"
reproductions of Helrloom quality oll paintings In full-color integrity.
Choose the C-48 or C-87 Type A/C, frame It to your taste, and display it
proudly in your den among your other trophies.

Be assured -.you'll throb many times over every former flight from

Tenslon to Touchdown!

Each fiving lithograph le onily $20 plus $3 postage and safe handling. All
| applicable taxes paid. Money-back guarantee.

The reproductions were made from an ofl painting created by Lt. Col. H.E.
Simmons (USAF-Ret.) a veteran pliot with 76 missions over the oid “Rockpiie.”

Simmons was a duty piiot, based in the Upper Assam Valley - 1328th AAF-Base

Unit, Misamari, India.

Mall check or money order to:
WARTIME ART INC. ¢ P.O. Box 2587 « Daytona Beach, FL 32018
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Book gives belﬁnd scene of Tibbets

Paul W. Tibbets, The Flight Of The
ENOLA GAY, Buckeye Aviation Book
Co., 1989. (310 pages with index and
pictures.)

Anyone who has enjoyed even the
slightest association with Paul Tib-
bets is taken by the precision with
which he speaks. Sentences are
measured for their accuracy before
being spoken. It is as if his later life
has been beset with the need for some
inner editing to take place to make
sure nothing spoken can be misquoted
or distorted.

It is quite possible that this is what '

has taken up a large measure of his
public life, having suffered through
countless interviews by talk show
hests and media people bent on get-
ting a controversial quote even if they
have to distort it to do so.

But there was a life for Tibbets
before August 6, 1945 and a very
substantial life after that cosmic date.
In this autobiography, Tibbets tells
about his life with the same economy
of words and with the weighing of
words for accuracy that forecloses
distortion. There is no jumping
around in his story of his life ex-
perience, He tells it substantially in a

straight line.

Born in Quincy, Ilinois, Tibbets
spent his early years in Illinois and
Tlowa. His first taste of fiying came

when he flew with a promotion pilot
dropping Baby Ruth candy bars over
crowds at race tracks and beaches.

Tibbets had discipline pressed upon

him when he was sent to Western
Military Acacemy at North Alton, II-
linois. There is a breed of man that is
infused with the desire for and
pleasure of flight and Tibbets is one of
these. He took flying lessons but
dutifully followed his father’s wishes,
initially, by studying medicine.

William Rooney,
Review Editor

: \\“‘

Senior readers of this review could
be surveyed with the question, “How
many times has a son disappointed
his father by pursuing a career other
than the one the father had ordained
for him?"’ Such was the case with Tib-
bets and his father. Only his mother,
Enola Gay Tibbets, encouraged him
when he decided to drop medicine as a
career and go for one as a pilot in the
Air Corps.

The war turned Tibbets’ career
one of a casual peace-time flying to
combat, which began with flying a
B-17 to England while mothering
some P-38's across the Atlantic to
England. Next came the leadership of
the first daylight combat mission of

the Eighth Air Force when 12 B-17’s
bombed Rouen, France, on August 17,
1942. More combat followed on mis-
sions from both England and North
Africa.

It was in North Africa where a con-
frontation occurred that was to warp
Tibbets’ career. It happened when the
slick Lauris Norstad, then a colonel,
interposed his clout to forestall Tib-
bets being made a bird colonel. Tib-

bets’ Group had delivered such an
outstanding performance in Africa,
President Roosevelt ordered that the

CO be promoted one grade. The CO, a
colonel, was upped to star rank. All
the while the Group had been perfor-
ming in such manner as to earn their
CO a brigadier’s star, the CO had
been too ill to command. Tibbets
covered for him lest the CO be reliev-
ed from duty. He told Tibbets, ‘“‘Since
I can’t change this order, the rank
that goes with it gives me the authori-
ty to give you a battle field promo-
tion’” and he handed Tibbets a pair of
his eagles.

Almost immediately, General
Doolittle ordered Tibbets to 12th Air
Force headquarters and a staff
assignment under Norstad. Norstad
announced that there was going to be
only one bird colonel in his section and
he was going to be it, thus killing Tib-
bets’ promotion.

Later Tibbets and Norstad con-
fronted one another when Norstad
ordered a combat mission to be flown
at 6,000 feet and Tibbets told him he
was nuts. There was a face off and it
was resolved by having the mission
flown at a more normal 20,000 ft. Tib-
bets won the face off but was haunted
throughout the rest of his military
career by a notation in his personnel
file placed there by Norstad.

Tibbets’ distinguished military
career — combat missions in Europe
and Africa, flying Eisenhower to
Gibraltar (preceding the invasion of
North Africa) were never to override
the Norstad undercut.

Tibbets was “rescued” from fur-
ther travail in North Africa when he
was ordered to the ZI to head the ser-
vice testing of the B-29. Not noted here
but stated elsewhere (and it is pro-
bably an apocryphal story), it is said
that when General Groves told
General Arnold that he wanted the
best pilot in the Air Force to drop the
first A-bomb on Japan, Arnold
unhesitatingly designated Tibbets.

Out of the B-29 service testing, Tib-
bets was picked to head the 509th
Composite Group. Tibbets gathered
40 combat crews to train in the techni-
que of dropping the atomic bomb,
with a level of accuarcy not
heretofore thought possible, and to
make the getaway necessary to sur-
vive the drop.

And, as we frequently say, the rest
is history.

“Sweet’’ thoughts

Your special issue of the Times
brought back a lot of memories.

I especially enjoyed Don Sand-
strom’s article, ‘‘America’s
Sweetheart,” about American Red
Cross workers and their activities on
behalf of American servicemen and
women.

I'd like to assure you that many
decades later, the American Red
Cross continues to provide emergency
and other services for U.S. military
personel, their families, and
veterans.

George Hutchens

Vice-president °

American Red Cross

Essay places A-Bomb drop in favorable liglﬂ

Paul Fussell, Thank God for the
Atomic Bomb and Other Essays, Ox-
ford University Press.

My review of this book, at least of
the eponymous essay, can be summed
up in two words: READ IT! That
essay, and several others, has special
and pertinent interest to the partici-
pant in and the student of World War
IL

One of the most revealing essays
concerns the 1941 best-selling book,
“My Sister and I,” ostensibly written
by a 12-year old Dutch boy who
witnesses the Nazi blitzkrieg and sub-
jugation of Holland. He escaped to
England and later came to the U.S.

He told how bad the Nazi invaders
were and how wonderful the British
treated him.

Those of us who were teen-aged, or
more, in 1941 can still recall the haun-
ting refrain and saddening lyrics of
the popular song based on the book:

My sister and I recall the day

We said, ‘Goodbye’ and we sailed
away :

And we think of the friends who had
to stay

But we don’t talk about that.”

Fussell reveals how he uncovered
the hoax: that the book had been con-
ceived and written by Stanley Young,
an Anglophile working as a Harbourt,
Brace editor, with the hoped-for-
objective of marshalling American

support for the Britishh plight and
cause.

I am hesitant to discuss the main
essay. Fussell’s position is so elo-
quently and logically set forth that I
feel inadequate to sum up his master-
ful presentation. His premise,
however, is one I can personally iden-
tify with because we were both com-
bat infantrymen in Europe in the
summer of 1945. He had fought in Ita-
ly; I in Holland and Germany.

We were both awaiting with no glee
the rotation of our respective divi-
sions to the Pacific Theater and our
subsequent invasion of the Japanese
mainland. Doctor Fussell believes
that only infantrymen and combat-
experienced Marines knew first-hand

the real horrors of war and the
absence of rules.

He reasons: ‘“‘Soldiers have every
motive for wanting a war stopped, by
any means.” Naturally, I cannot
speak for all of my division or the
others, but I know of no man in my in-
fantry company who thought the atom
bomb was a bad thing. We felt
disbelief and relief.

The follow-up essay is a two-parter.
The first half is an attempt by a
Michael Walker to rebut, or rather
scuttle Fussell’s position. The second
half is Fussell’s response in which
Walker is shot down in flames.

Which brings me to the words I

began with: Read it! You'll like it!

Don Sandstrom
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Sign me up! Enclosed is $11.50 for 6
issues, or $21.50 for 12 issues.
Narme (Please print),
Address, Apt
City.
Give a gift

Name (Please Print)
| Address.
City.
As a gift from:

- Name (Please Print)

State

Address__ Apt
City State, Zip.
Send to 1010 East 86th St., Suite 61-J, Indianapolis, IN 46240
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Thanks, Alabama

Thanks to Bert Bank for a pleasant
afternoon visit and use of his exten-
sive photo collection. Also to the
Taylor Publishing Co. for use of
photos appearing in Coach Bryant’s
Football Family.

And especially to Baye Trammell
for recollections of Bryant’s special
relationship to her husband, Pat
Trammell.

FREE CATALOG

- Espionage & controversial political collectibles.

« Military art prints & collector books.

* Quality military collectibles.

* Historical military art fimited editions,

HISTORICAL MILITARY ART AND COLLECTIBLES

P.O.Box 1806 W|| Lafayette, CA 94549 .
Phone 24 hours: (415) 283-1771

Comedian Joe E. Brown joked with C.B.l.ers only five months
after his son was killed in action.

PLAYBOY GOLLEGTORS

Thirty years in stock.
Send large, self-addressed
stamped envelope for catalog.

LIBERTY POSTER

Dept. 2, Box 268559
Chicago, IL 60626-8559




