SOUTHWESTERN HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
General Meeting    2-19-26    6:30PM
The late afternoon weather (Snow) was a concern regarding the meeting as many cancellations around the city were called.  Forty-one people still attended the meeting.
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 by SWHNA President George Davis. SWHNA Board members were introduced.    George Davis, Jon Shelness, Joe Harrison, Pete Conrad, Nick VanPatten, Penny Harrison, Steve Sarcone, Steve Utterson.  Attendees were informed about open Board meetings where finances and cost are discussed. Speakers include Polk County Supervisor Matt McCoy, Mayor Connie Boesen, City Council members Josh Mandelbaum and Mike Simonson, and School Board member Sara Hopkins
Each speaker presented and addressed issues important to our city and neighborhood.  All speakers addressed questions from neighbors in attendance.
Sue Huppert presented printouts for neighbors that want address numbers painted on their curb. The city ordinance now allows this with approved contractors.
Matt McCoy spoke about the counties’ effort to improve water quality and various projects that include youth services and helping with housing for homelessness. He addressed Joppa housing, and food pantry assistance. 
Mayor Boesen spoke regarding future budget cuts that are coming and many city services that have all moved to the new 1200 Locust location.   She addressed concerns about fire station locations in our area. She is a proponent for new fire stations are needed. 
Josh Mandelbaum addressed budget concerns and supports the partnership with Polk County regarding water quality.  He addressed questions about city contract requirements and RFP requirements with bidders. The $200,000, set aside for Harmon Park tennis courts will be in question with the new budget.  Keeping neighborhoods strong is a priority. 
Mike Simonson addressed how important neighborhood associations are.  They are needed for neighbors’ concerns and available services.  He always gives out his cell number (515-238-0874) and wants neighbors to call with questions or clarity on issues. 
Sara Hopkins said she is excited to bring her vision to the Board.  She is excited about the bond issue passing and ready to get started with reimagining education. Looking forward to the future and making our school system great again. 
 The meeting concluded at 8:10PM.  Minutes are summited by George Davis for Ginny Renda, SWHNA secretary.
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