
Treasury Department would 
work with states to help them 
rapidly distribute the money 
and would issue new guide-
lines making clear that the 
money could be used to avoid 
eviction. The Treasury De-
partment is also encouraging 
states to make the application 
process more accessible so 
that language or documenta-
tion barriers do not keep eligi-
ble families from benefiting 
from the assistance.   

By Lauren Egan 

NBC News  

 

trol and Prevention, which 
issued the extension to the 
eviction ban, made clear that 
July would be the "final" 
month of the benefit. 

The departments of Housing 
and Urban Development, 
Veterans Affairs and Agricul-
ture said they would continue 
to allow homeowners who 
have not yet taken advantage 
of mortgage forbearance to 
enter into Covid-related for-
bearance programs through 
Sept. 30. The agencies will 
make an additional announce-
ment in July "to offer borrow-
ers payment reduction options 
that will enable more home-
owners to stay in their 
homes," the White House 
said. 

An administration official 
said that while the economy is 
beginning to pick up again, 
the CDC's extension on the 
eviction ban underscored the 
"urgency" for state and local 
governments to get the rental 
aid to tenants who need it. 

The White House said the 

More than half of people 
residing in homeless shel-
ters in the United States had 
formal earnings in the same 
year they were homeless, 
according to a new study 
that deepens understanding 
of housing insecurity in the 
U.S.  Among unhoused indi-
viduals who were not in 
shelters, about 40% had 

earnings from formal em-
ployment. The findings con-
trast with common percep-
tions and stereotypes about 
people who are homeless—
suggesting that even con-
sistent work isn't enough to 
help Americans facing sky-
rocketing housing costs. Led 
by Prof. Bruce D. Meyer, a 
preeminent scholar of U.S. 
poverty, the research offers 

the first highly accurate 
snapshot of those experienc-
ing homelessness across the 
country and examines fac-
tors such as labor market 
attachment, geographic mo-
bility, earnings, population 
characteristics and safety net 
usage.  

CONTINUED ON PG 2 

The halt to evictions and 
foreclosures was in place to 
stave off a potential wave of 
homelessness at the onset of 
the coronavirus pandemic.  

The Biden administration 
said that it would extend the 
temporary bans 
on evictions and foreclosures 
for another month as the 
country continues to rebound 
from the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

The announcement comes as 
some states have struggled to 
spend the $21.5 billion in 
emergency rental aid includ-
ed in the American Rescue 
Plan earlier this year, allow-
ing states an additional month 
to work through a crush of 
applications and distribute the 
money before the funds ex-
pire. 

The pause on evictions and 
foreclosures for federally 
backed mortgages were set to 
expire at the end of June. 

The White House and 
the Centers for Disease Con-
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people into offenses punishable 
by fines or arrest. In many cit-
ies, public restrooms are not 
available overnight—or at all—
yet cities prohibit public urina-
tion and defecation. All these 
policy choices discriminate 
against unhoused people as 
authorities eject them from 
public spaces; confiscate and 
destroy their property; and 
segregate them in often unsani-
tary and inhumane mass shel-
ters and jails—practices that 
threaten their health and well-
being and, ultimately, their 
lives. 

Those experiencing homeless-
ness are disproportionately 
people of color, the result 
of centuries of discrimination in 
housing, education, employ-
ment, health care, and the crim-
inal legal system.   

 

By Nazish Dholakia, Senior 
Writer, Vera Institute of Justice  

enforcement of any public 
camping ban.  

People who don’t comply with 
the law can be ticketed, arrest-
ed, and fined up to $500. But 
Austin doesn’t have nearly 
enough housing or shelter 
space for the estimated 3,160 
residents experiencing home-
lessness. Nevertheless, local 
authorities have forced un-
housed people to disperse. 
Some have relocated to woods 
around Austin, where they are 
far removed from resources and 
services like food, health care, 
and sanitation.  

The Texas law criminalizes 
people for trying to survive 
when there are no other options 
available—it does nothing to 
address homelessness. But 
Texas is not alone in adopting 
such measures.  

Laws that bar people experi-
encing homelessness from sit-
ting, sleeping, or resting in 
public spaces are prevalent 
across the country. Some 
laws prohibit people from liv-
ing in vehicles. Other laws turn 
loitering, asking for money, 
and even sharing food with 

 Representatives Nancy 
Mace (R-SC 01) and Derek 
Kilmer (D-WA 06) on 
Wednesday announced bi-
partisan legislation to com-
bat veteran homelessness 
through the construction of 

tiny homes. The Tiny 
Homes for Homeless Veter-
ans Act was introduced to 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives on December 16 
and is currently sitting with 
the House Subcommittee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, of which 

Mace is a member. The bill 
would expand on the VA’s 
existing Grant and Per Diem 
(GDP) program by creating 
a pilot program that provide 
recipients money to build 
“individualized and sustain-
able tiny homes in villages.” 

In the decade that Luke White 
has been homeless, he’s re-
ceived numerous tickets for 
simply existing in public spac-
es. 

“We’re just not welcome any-
where,” White told The Texas 
Tribune. “I can’t tell you how 
many tickets I have gotten . . . 
[for] sitting, lying, just the little 
stupid stuff I have on my rec-
ord.” 

White lives in Austin, Texas, 
where authorities have cleared 
several encampments in recent 
months following a public 
camping ban that voters rein-
stated this year. It mirrors a 
new Texas law that criminaliz-
es public camping—and bans 
cities from adopting policies 
that prohibit or discourage the 
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needs of the people. 
Street2Feet, an organization 
devoted to helping the home-
less, brings our clients in and 
helps them build resumes. 
They then help get interviews, 
jobs, and assist in getting 
them in their own homes. We 
noticed they needed access to 
MCC to pass GED and 
ASVAB tests, so we tutored 
them and provided transporta-
tion. We have around 1,000 
volunteers a year and our 
volunteer opportunities aren’t 
just focused on cooking and 
serving food. They help tutor, 
find relatives, and help make 
doctor appointments.”. 

Judge Billy Neville founded 
LOVE’S Kitchen and charged 
that no person who entered 
the door for a meal would be 
refused based on his or her 
circumstances. He felt that 
even people who had jobs 
could have financial difficul-
ties, such as medical expens-
es, which would limit their 
ability to purchase food be-
tween pay periods. It is on 
this premise that LOVE’s 
Kitchen was built; to feed the 
hungry with no questions 
asked and no judgment 
passed. LOVE’s Kitchen has 
been in operation since the 
1980’s and is supported by 

businesses, churches and indi-
viduals in the community.  

Fannie Johnson, Executive 
Director states, “Our main 
mission is feeding those who 
are hungry; our ultimate 
goal is that they eat. Our sec-
ond goal is to get them re-
sources to be able to feed 
themselves. Over the years 
we have changed and adapted 
to the needs of our clients and 
put an increased emphasis on 
the outreach part of the pro-
gram. We work diligently to 
not duplicate services of other 
nonprofits. There are several 
organizations we ask to come 
and work with us to meet the 

one of those locations.  

Mace acknowledged that the 
bill is a long way from com-
ing to fruition, noting that it 
still has to pass both the 
House and Senate.  

Continued from page 1 

The villages would be a key 
aspect of the program, as 
they would “include wrap-
around supportive services 
for the veterans and their 
families to help get them 
back on their feet.” The bill 
explicitly notes that services 
addressing the following be 
provided: 

Case management services 
(pursuant to section 2022 of 
this title) 

Financial management 

Counseling for addiction 
issues 

Educational opportunities 

Anger management 

Career and employment 
resources 

Mace said that the VA 
would be allowed to pick 
the locations in which the 
pilot villages would be built. 
She said that she would love 
Charleston to be selected as 
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LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — As tem-
peratures drop outside and hun-
dreds remain homeless across the 
state, warming centers and shel-
ters are opening their doors. 

But along with those immediate 
solutions, many longer term, 
financial resources are also avail-
able. 

Aaron Reddin with nonprofit The 
Van helps fight homelessness by 
bringing the resources to the 
streets.   And he's seen a change 
amid the pandemic adding, 
"We've seen a slight increase in 

the number of unsheltered people 
across the city." 

While The Van works to target 
more immediate needs and home-
lessness, there are also state pro-
grams, (especially after the evic-
tion moratorium ended last year) 
that helps with rental assistance. 

One program from the Arkansas 
Department of Human Services.   
"So the Arkansas Rent Relief 
Program has been extended into 
2022. There is still general rent 
relief funds available, and the 
program will continue so long as 
those funds are available,"  

“Gavin Lesnick, the Deputy 
Chief of Communications for 
the Department added. 

As of a few weeks ago, DHS 
still has about two thirds of 
the allocated rent relief funds 
remaining. And they wel-
come new applicants, just 
with some expected delay. 

"We expect an application 
would take about 30 days," 
Lesnick added.   



as well he walks us through 
what the various religions say 
about each individual of faith 
and their role in being a part 
of the solution.  The book can 
be ordered through Autho-
rhouse Publishing at http://
bookstore.authorhouse.com/
Products/SKU-001092211/
The--Millipede-Effect.aspx or 
Amazon at https://
www.amazon.com/ 

 

Several years in the making, 
“The Millipede Effect” has 
been released by Authorhouse 
Publishing this past January.  
The book lays out BBV2M 
LLC founder and President 
Rodney Brooks quest to un-
derstand the homeless, strand-
ed and down & out.  From 
movies to our own percep-
tions, it all shapes how we 
approach this situation.  
Brooks looks at Government, 
Civic Organizations and reli-
gion (the Church) as all play a 
major part in finding ways to 
help the plight of the home-
less.  These different groups 

display on a daily basis their 
commitment to service, finan-
cial giving and voluntary 
work.  Like the millipede 
with its many body parts/
compartments (government, 
civic, religion) and its many 
legs (the people driving these 
various groups); there are 
many misconceptions about 
those that are homeless.  The 
book looks at those various 
challenges as well hear from 
several of those that are 
homeless, stranded and down 
& out.  Brooks introduces us 
to his spirit filled purpose and 
calling in helping the home-
less, stranded and down & out 

asylum for severely mentally ill 
and severely addicted people; 
3) Distinguish between people 
who are “temporarily un-
housed,” “severely mentally 
ill,” and “chronically home-
less,” in order to serve the spe-
cific needs of each group; 4) 
Strike a “grand bargain” be-
tween local communities and 
service resistant chronically 
homeless people; and 5) Imple-
ment “backpack funding” to 
honor the preferences of chron-
ically homeless people. 

“The persistence of large num-
bers of homeless Americans is 
one of the signal policy failures 
of the past two genera-
tions.”1 We are failing to care 
for our neediest people, and 
their continuing deprivation 
and despair stands as a testa-
ment to our national hypocrisy. 
Ending the epidemic of home-
lessness is therefore not only 
necessary to alleviate the suf-
fering of the unhoused, it is 
also crucial to preserve Ameri-
ca’s dwindling social solidarity 

and basic sense of collective 
civic virtue. The social crisis 
we currently identify as 
“homelessness” thus encom-
passes a variety of distinctly 
different problems, each requir-
ing its own carefully tailored 
solution. Our proposal accord-
ingly focuses on the following 
five overlapping solutions: 1) 
Significantly increase afforda-
ble housing stock through fed-
erally sponsored “low regula-
tion construction zones”; 2) 
Provide residential refuge and 

two-story brick building 
with 4,000 square feet cost 
$490,000, paid for by a grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. Delaware County 
will underwrite day-to-day 
activities at the shelter, 
along with help from HUD. 
Sena learned she won the 
grant to run the place in Au-
gust.  

Sena, 42, who’s in the pro-
cess of moving from Queen 
Village to the Upper Darby 
area, hasn’t run a freestand-
ing facility before, but she 
has extensive experience in 
issues of homelessness. 
She’s the founder of the 
Student-Run Emergency 
Housing Unit of Philadelph-
ia, a nonprofit that works 
with college students to pro-
vide shelter in church base-
ments for homeless people 

during the cold months. 

No resistance 

What’s remarkable about 
the shelter Sena will be 
opening at the end of Janu-
ary is that so many people 
seem to be in favor of it. 

It took months, but Sena 
finally found a spot for her 
shelter within easy walking 
distance of the terminal. A 
former day-care center, the 

Homeless advocate creating a shelter from the ground up in Upper 

Darby—Stephanie Sena 
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WE ArE….. 

At BBV2M LLC our vision is to help all people excel in all as-

pects of life. The challenges facing the homeless, stranded and 

down & out is such a daunting task.  There are great organiza-

tions in both the public and private sector with many wonderful 

people who are on the frontline in ensuring that these individu-

al are taken care of and have a voice.  Our goal is to due our 

part by assistance , education and support.  Although our or-

ganization was founded in 2015 our heritage stretches back 

over seven decades of assisting and helping others.  The patri-

archs of the family instilled the values and beliefs of helping 

others through the biblical teaching of God’s word.  Our goal is 

to be the bridge that helps those in need that are homeless, 

stranded and down & out get to the proper resources to assist 

them in their endeavors.   This has been spiritually rewarding 

for us as we truly look to fulfill our purpose of helping others. 

James  says it best “If a broth-
er or sister is poorly clothed 
or lacks daily food, and one 
of you say to them , “Go in  
peace, keep warm and eat 
well,” but does not give them 
what the body needs, what  
good is it?  (James 2:15-16)  
Those of us who have been 
given the ability to practice 
our faith through our works 
should do so.  The opportuni-
ty to help our brothers and 
sisters in need are tremen-
dous.  If you are already do-
ing so then I salute you and 
ask as well as pray that you 
continue to do so.  If you  are 
not or have wondered how 
then let me give you a couple 
of suggestions.  Your prefer-
ence in helping is based how 
you feel in your heart assist. 

 

 

There are many national and 
local charitable agencies that 
work with the homeless.  
Each of these organizations 
have a platform and plan on 
who and how they help those 
that are homeless.  Most or-
ganization do take financial 
donations but they also look 
for volunteers and advocates.  
Your local Church or other 
places of worship also has 
various types of ministries 
that are deigned to help the 
poor and down trodden.   
Your local or national 
Wounded Warrior chapter 
that is designed to help our 
veterans who are homeless.  
Whatever your preference in 
helping; it all starts with you.  
Let’s each do our part in 2022 
and be exceptional stewards 
of Love! 
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