October 17, 2021                   The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                     Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        
Centering Music        “Open the Eyes of My Heart”           H No. 151
Call to Worship                                          Deacon Christina Reed
L: Come, all who look for God with unseeing eyes. Come all who listen for God but hear nothing.
P: Oh, we want to hear and understand God’s Word!
L: The word of God is living and active. It pierces and judges and opens us to God’s grace.
P: We cannot hide from God who knows us. God understands our thoughts and intentions. 
L: Leave everything to follow Jesus in this hour. 
P: Here we set the patterns for everyday life. Here we are strengthened for every day’s challenges.
* Hymn           “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”       H No. 443
Unitarian Universalist Principle                            

L: We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting the Unitarian W. E. Channing              Pastor Steve Finlan
“What is the main design and glory of Christianity? And I repeat the answer, that its design is to give, not a spirit of fear, but of power, of love, and of a sound mind. In this its glory chiefly consists. . . Christ is the great Saviour, as he redeems or sets free the mind, cleansing it from evil, breathing into it the love of virtue, calling forth its noblest faculties and affections, enduing it with moral power, restoring it to order, health, and liberty.” Works, 247
Quoting Congregationalist Lyman Abbott      Deacon Christina Reed
“Redemption is wrought for man by the spirit of God in man, making a man of him and giving him power to be master over himself. The control wrought by redemption is self control. . . This is characteristic of the teaching of Christ from first to last: the life must work from within outward, not from without inward.” The Theology of an Evolutionist, p. 85–86
Time of Reconciliation - Choir
  Invitation              “Create in Me a Clean Heart”              H No. 414
Scripture                          Psalm 91:9–16                          H No. 672
(Choir sings  cxchoral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Prayer Requests               “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know 
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Pastoral Prayer                                                 Pastor Steve Finlan 
Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 

Scripture               Psalm 89:46–52               Deacon Christina Reed
46 How long, O Lord? Will you hide yourself for ever? How long will your wrath burn like fire?
47 Remember how short my time is— for what vanity you have created all mortals!
48 Who can live and never see death? Who can escape the power of Sheol? Selah. 

49 Lord, where is your steadfast love of old, which by your faithfulness you swore to David?
50 Remember, O Lord, how your servant is taunted; how I bear in my bosom the insults of the peoples, 51 with which your enemies taunt, O Lord, with which they taunted the footsteps of your anointed.

52 Blessed be the Lord for ever. Amen.
Scripture                Mark 10:35–45                       Pastor Steve Finlan
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.”
Sermon           “It Is Not So Among You”           Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn                         “The Summons”                          H No. 317
* Benediction
                                                      Church President
L: The God whom we have met here is with us every day. 
P: The Word of God is living and active. It is sharper than a two-edged sword. 
L: God’s Word provides judgment on our thoughts. It reveals the intentions of our hearts.
P: The scriptures lead us to Jesus, our Teacher. In Christ, we find support and encouragement.
L: The word of God will guide you in all truth. It will assure you of God’s saving grace.
P: With God, all things are possible. From God, we seek to know eternal life here and now.  Amen.  Amen.
* Congregational Response      “We Are Marching”       H No. 153
* Postlude                                             Rosemary Valentine, Organist
On Sunday, October 3, we collected $ towards meeting our

                                      weekly budget need of $1,451.00
______________
[image: image1.jpg]THE FIRST CHURCH
oF

WEST BRIDGEWATER, MASSACHUSETTS

“We the members of The First Church of Wes( Bridgowater
united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings
of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain 4 welcoming
house for the worship of God: o feach and study the lessons of
our fith, o develop programs for those in need: and to
sponsor fellowship opportunities. Allthis we support in order
to build a mutuslly sustaining and caring community of faith.”




“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support in order to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”
___________________________________________________

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                                    Love and Prayers List 
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and 
	friends grieving for 
	departed loved ones

	All people and
	families who are dealing
	with cancer

	Jan Adams
	Joyce’s step-mother
	Health and mood

	Jeff Argrew
	Barbara Waugh’s cousin
	Lung cancer

	Family of Ryan Byrnes
	Dear friends of the Kwan Family
	Sudden passing of Ryan, husband, dad and brother

	Julie Aubin and Arthur Curtis
	Julie a friend of Joyce’s; Arthur takes care of her
	Julie has ALS and is unable to walk

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Serious health issues

	Todd Chmielinski
	Lori’s co-worker’s husband
	Autoimmune disease

	Mert Crosby
	Keith’s brother
	

	Patty Daviau
	Lesley Anderson’s friend
	Breast cancer

	Laurie Dewhurst
	Friend of Tom Chisholm
	Cancer

	Bella DuBois
	WB 8th grader
	Bone cancer

	Norman Fenn
	Sharon’s husband
	Recovery from eye surgery

	Larry Flannagan
	Jessica Hatch’s father
	Multiple health issues

	Alice Flint
	Regular attender
	Knee injury

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Recovering

	Family of Mark Kwan
	Family of Cindy & Artie Kwan
	Son, Sam & wife, Melissa diagnosed with Covid & loss of dear friend

	Lance
	June & Ron Metcalf
	Has had good news about his Cancer treatment

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Health concerns

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Martin & Michael Richardson
	Former church member
	Mourning George’s passing

	Morton Richman
	Lynn Pucillo’s father
	Cancer

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Jase Russell
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friend
	Recovering from Neuroblastoma

	Bill Salvador
	Former Husband of Janet
	Lung problems

	Warren Sr., Warren Jr., & Edna Shave
	Karen Hovagimian’s family
	Pray for Warren Jr’s COPD and the passing of Karen 

	John Turner
	Husband of Roberta (Ginn)
	Needs Kidney

	Kim West
	Friend of Snow family
	Serious health issues

	Debbie Wyman
	Friend of Maria
	COVID, now at home
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Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!
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