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Puckety Church 
  

 

 

We are determined to be 

the heart, voice, and 

hands of God, making a 

lasting difference in your 

life, our community, and 

the world! 
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 Puckety Presbyterian Church 
At Puckety we personally and collectively Honor God, Grow in Faith,  

and Improve our Community and World. 

                                      June 2024 

 

Pastor’s Corner  

 
Let me begin with a quote by A.W. Tozer: “We may as well face it: the whole level of 

spirituality among us is low. We have measured ourselves by ourselves until the incentive 

to seek the higher things of the Spirit is all but gone. We have imitated the world, sought 

popular favor, manufactured delights to substitute for the joy of the Lord and produced a 

cheap and synthetic power to substitute for the power of the Holy Ghost.  The glowworm 

has taken the place of the bush that burned and scintillating personalities now answer to 

the fire that fell at Pentecost.” (Of God and Men) 

  I recently read my brother Chris’s article in his recent newsletter, and I thought, “Hey! 

That goes perfectly with the series we’ve been doing at Puckety on Acts!”  His article was 

titled, “I’ve Got Jesus. Why Do I Need the Holy Spirit?”  Bracing himself for the 

inevitable drop in fervor after Pentecost Sunday, he asks, “Why is it that so many 

churches tend to highlight the person and work of the Holy Spirit on this day, but not so 

much any other day?” I feel the same way (and not just because we’re twins).  In his 

book, Forgotten God: Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit, Francis Chan has 

this to say: “While no Christian within orthodox belief would deny the Holy Spirit’s 

existence, I’m willing to bet there are millions of churchgoers across America who cannot 

confidently say they have experienced His presence or action in their lives over the past year. And many of them do 

not believe they can. Perhaps we’re too familiar and comfortable with the current state of the church to feel the 

weight of the problem. But what if you grew up on a deserted island with nothing but the Bible to read? Imagine 

being rescued after 20 years and then attending a typical church. Chances are you’d be shocked. Having read the 

Scriptures, you would be convinced that the Holy Spirit is as essential to a believer’s existence as air is to staying 

alive. You would know that the Spirit led the first Christians to do unexplainable things, to live lives that didn’t 

make sense to the culture around them, and ultimately to spread the story of God’s grace around the world. There is 

a gap between what we read in Scripture about the Spirit and how many Christians operate today. I believe that this 

missing something is actually a missing Someone—namely, the Holy Spirit. Without Him, people operate in their 

own strength and only accomplish human-size results. The world is not moved by love or actions that are of our own 

making. And the Church is not empowered to live differently from any other gathering of people without the Holy 

Spirit. But when believers live in the power of the Spirit, the evidence in their lives is supernatural. The Church 

cannot help but be different, and the world cannot help but notice.”  The Holy Spirit is absolutely vital to the life of 

the Church today. After all, if the Holy Spirit moves, nothing can stop Him (remember what Gamaliel said at the 

start of the series? – if you missed any of the messages, simple go to our Facebook page and scroll down and find 

the service in question).  If the Spirit doesn’t move, we will shrink back from our testimony (remember Stephen?) If 

He doesn’t move, we will not produce genuine fruit (remember Tabitha?). The church becomes irrelevant when it 

becomes purely a human entity (John 15).  That sounds harsh, but we need to hear it.  We are not all we were made 

to be when everything in our lives can be explained apart from the work and presence of the Spirit of God. The 

Spirit is evident in places where people are desperate for Him, humbled before Him, and not distracted by the 

pursuit of worldly comforts (ever before us).  

  I pray we will go beyond our current understanding of the Holy Spirit … that our experience with Him 
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would be day by day, even moment by moment. That by keeping in step with the Spirit, we might regularly share 

what He’s doing rather than what He did months or years ago. May we be reminded of the strength and wisdom 

available to us through the Spirit and earnestly pray for more. As we trust in the promises of the Spirit, we will be 

led away from discouragement and into lives marked by confidence, power in the midst of our weakness, and the 

fruit of the Spirit. When I read Scripture, I see the truth and necessity of a life wholly surrendered to and dependent 

upon the Holy Spirit. Are we holding back from giving ourselves completely to Him? I want to see God move 

through me, through my family, through Puckety, and through the worldwide Body of Christ. May our desire be to 

experience more of the Holy Spirit. And may we open our hearts and lives to His presence and power more fully 

than we have ever done before. Thanking God for the Holy Spirit, 

                                                                                        Pastor Brian 

 

 

Remember to check Puckety's website and social media! 

Website: www.pucketychurch.org      Like and Follow on Facebook: Puckety Presbyterian Church 

Follow us on Instagram: Puckety Church      Follow us on Twitter: @churchpuckety 
  

 

 

There are different ways to give to the mission of the church. If you choose to give electronically, click the button on 

our website or you can also make it even easier by using the Vanco Faith App!  (search Vanco App in the App Store or 
Google Play).  When you search for our church, put in "Puckety Presbyterian Church"  For more information on how 

to use Vanco Faith click the link on pucketychurch.org.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 
Puckety’s Mission  (as seen in our logo) 

       This month it came up in conversation, “What’s our Church logo 

meant to convey?’  Great question!  It was designed in connection to our 

Church Mission Statement (something we encourage all of our members to 

memorize as both a tool for prayer and incentive for their personal 

ministry):  “As Puckety Church, we personally and collectively Honor God 

(represented by the uplifted hands in worship), Grow in Faith (represented 

by the tree trunk growing upward – Christ at the center) and Improve our 

Community & World (the branches and leaves that spread out, flowing from our rootedness in Christ, 

bringing life to others)”  [section in italics added for explanation].  Though the 3 parts of the logo are 

meant to represent those aspects specifically, the artwork is fluid enough that each part reinforces the 

others (e.g., the hands can be seen as “serving hands” that help improve the world … and the green of 

the leaves also convey “growth” in faith.  We encourage you to help others see the depth of meaning in 

our logo as a way of reinforcing who we are called to be as a congregation in the Lord’s service.  

 

 

 

Graduation Recognition 
Graduate Sunday is scheduled for June 2nd at 10:00am. 
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02  Alice Knopfel 

09  Jennifer McKay 

16  Mira Whalen 

23  Maria Schafer 

30  Sophia Earhart 

 

  Your Deacons:  
Sandra Ankney 
Pat Fish 
John McAllister 
Cecil McCutcheon                                    
Brandy Roland  
Mira Whalen 
Kim Soulcheck  
Sandy Appleman 
Fran Kapelewski 
Nita Serene 
Bruce Sproull 
Vicky Eckman

 

             Corporate Officers:  
President:  Chuck West  

Vice-Pres.: Maria Schafer 

Secretary: Debra Artman 

Treasurer: Jolene Kostelansky 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
                        

 

 
 

Offering counters:                                                                                                                     
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

ATTENTION ALL SESSION 
MEMBERS, DEACONS, AND 

TEAM LEADERS: 

 
Please be sure to check your 

mail slots in the metal cabinet at 
the top of the stairs often.  You 
may receive correspondence or 
announcements that need your 

attention in a timely manner!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: 

Reverend Brian Kilbert 

 

Administrative Secretary:                              

Kelly Kapelewski 

 

Bookkeeper:                             

Debra Artman 

 

Choir Director: 

Lorraine Menk 

                                                    

   Organist/Pianist: 

Jesse Oddis 

 

Housekeeper:                           

Irene Nelson 

 

Financial Secretary: 

Judy West 

 

          

 

 

         02:  Chuck & Judy West 
      09:  Jolene Kostelansky, Sophia Earhart 
      & Matt Wehrle 
      16:  Helen Crissman & Marilyn Crumley 
      23:  Janet Karan, Deb Artman & Jolene 
      Kostelansky 
      30:  Chuck & Judy West 
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS! 
If you are not on our prayer 

chain, please consider signing 
up for it.  It only takes a 

minute to lift someone who 
may need your prayers!  Call 
or email the office.  We have 

an email prayer chain as well 
as a phone call prayer chain. 

 
 
 

The Deacons are in need of 
donations of any non-perishable 

food items for the Deacon’s Pantry.  
Place your items outside the metal 

cabinet beside the library door.  
THANK YOU! 

 
                                                          
 

Your Session:  
Deb Artman – Clerk 

Jolene Kostelansky 

Mick Dober 

Kelly Kapelewski 

Marilyn Crumley 

Helen Crissman 

Maria Schafer 

           Sandy Schafer 
          Chuck West 

           Matt Wehrle 
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                                           Save the date: Trunk or Treat will be Saturday                                                          
                                           October 26th this year.   Why are we asking you to 
                                           save the date so early?   We will be pairing Trunk 
                                           or Treat with a basket raffle to raise funds for  
                                           the Capital Campaign.  The Women's Bible Study will be hosting both events and                
                                           need everyone's help to make it a great success.  
                                           If you have a knack for putting fantastic baskets  
                                           together or want to help in some other way  
                                           please let Wiebke know.   
 
                                                   

 

General Assembly 2024 

We ask that you begin praying for Pastor Brian 

and the other commissioners from Redstone Presbytery 

(Robin Jennings, Jackie Eckenrod & Andrew Wirt) as 

they prepare for online committee work (June 24-27th) 

and then travel to Salt Lake City, Utah for the plenary work 

(June 29-July 5).  There are 15 different committees – 

Pastor Brian is on the General Assembly Procedures (GAP) 

committee.  In total, there are over 134 items of business they 

will be addressing and voting on (actually a “low” number of 

items for the bi-annual gathering). Want to know more?  Visit: ga-pcusa.org 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL BANNERS: 

 

The “Pentecost"  banner is donated by Jolene Kostelansky in loving 

memory of Leonard and Donna Bracken. 

 

The “Let Everything That Has Breath Praise The Lord” banner is 

Donated by Sue Close in honor of Jesus Christ and Rev. Gary Close. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1  Michelle Gordon 

3 Brian Smith 

4  Lorraine Menk 

Alice Knopfel 

5  Marti Rugh 

6  Phyllis Burkot 

13  Cliff McKay, Jr 

Vicky Eckman 

14  Rebecca Fisher 

16  Patty Jones 

Jesse Oddis 

17  Janet Karan 

19  Jack Kirchartz 

20  Dean Kunkle 

21  Caryn Nelson 

24  Margie Hazlett 

25  Lisa Sennett 

27  Jenny Adams 

29  Chuck Mann 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
   
           
           
 
   
   
 
 

 
 

                                                                         

 

 

The Bible readings are 
from “Book of Common 
Worship” 

 

June 2: 
1 Sam 3:1-10 
Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 
Deut 5:12-15 
2 Cor 4:5-12 
 
June 9: 
1 Sam 8:4-11, 16-20 
Psalm 138 
Gen 3:8-15 
2 Cor 4:13-5:1 
                                       
June 16: 
1 Sam 15:34-16:13 
Psalm 20 
Ezek 17:22-24 
2 Cor 5:6-10, 14-17 
 
June 23: 
1 Sam 17: 32-49 
Psalm 9:9-20                    
Job 38:1-11 
2 Cor 6:1-13 
 
June 30: 
2 Sam 1:1,17-27 
Psalm 130 
Lam 3:22-33 
2 Cor 8:7-15 
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Capital Campaign 

 God is good!  Just ask anyone on the planning committee, and they’ll fill you in with a smile.  1)  We have 

hit our halfway mark (we have raised a little over $77,400 toward the goal of $139,500 – it was raised slightly 

because of a justified parking lot bid increase since we elected an option that will add durability to the corner 

section).  Thank you!  Therefore, we are set and ready to start the first project – the parking lot – either the last week 

of June or the start of July.  2)  Our loan application through PILP (Presbyterian Investment & Loan Program) was 

approved.  We received a confirmation letter for the $70,000 at 5.9% (an excellent rate), giving us 5 years to repay 

but there is no penalty for early payment – a great goal for us to work toward.  We will likely have the loan funds by 

mid-July, which will allow the second project (the roof) to be done in mid to late July, and the third part of the 

project (the digital sign) in mid-fall (October). 

 Please continue to give (either in accordance to your pledge) or in your offerings each week/month.  Please 

also take advantage of the 3 fundraising opportunities: 1) purchase gift cards through the Raise Right program 

(we’ve found that setting up an account and ordering them linked to your bank account is easiest, fastest and incurs 

the least amount of fees.  Also, the security protection offered by PLAID for those transactions is extremely 

reliable).  For more information, please see Denise Wehrle, Deb Artman, Matt Wehrle or Alice Knopfel.  2)  This 

summer we plan on having a Hoagie sale, keep a watch out for it.  3)  Finally, we plan to have a Spaghetti Dinner + 

Basket Raffle on Sat. November 2nd (with the baskets available to display and tix the weekend before at Trunk or 

Treat).  We will need help making these events a success, so we thank you in advance for your support. 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
SCUBA VBS is almost here!  Make sure you register the kids in your 
family!  Please visit our website (go to News & Events page) or use the QR 
code below to register your kids (ages 5 to entering 6th grade. The dates 
are June 17-21st (6:00 to 8:15 PM each night) – we ask that ALL 
participants arrive at 5:40 PM on Day 1!    
Dates to keep in mind:  
June 2 – Volunteer training (after worship) 
June 9th - Decorating Day (after worship) Check with Chari Burtner about 
helping the Decorating team  
June 16th - VBS Dedication Sunday - all VBS volunteers are asked to 
attend as we will pray and consecrate the week to the Lord.   [Remember 
registration the 1st day of VBS is earlier - at 5:40 PM so station & crew leaders are asked to be there at 5:15 
the first night, and 5:30 PM every other night] 
June 23rd - Mark your calendars to attend the VBS Praise & Picnic on Sun. June 23rd - a vital way to show 

hospitality to the families of our community!  Another HUGE way to help is to assist with take-
down/cleanup after the picnic that Sunday (12:30 to 2:30 PM).  
Please call Erika Manges with other questions – 724-351-2527.  Get the WORD OUT – it’s 
important people pre-register now.  Finally, please PRAY –  keep praying each day for the 
various aspects of this outreach ministry, using the prayer inserts that have been shared, etc.  
Thank you!   
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The Puckety Praise Team is actively seeking out a drummer to play for Sunday morning 
services and Thursday evening rehearsals!  They are also wanting to open themselves to 
any guitarists, vocalists, or any other musician who wants to dedicate their talents to the 
Lord.  If you or someone you know might be interested, please see Pastor Brian, Jesse O, 
or any member of the Puckety Praise Team.              
 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

RAISERIGHT FUNDRAISING – an easy way to contribute to our Capital 

Campaign!  All you do is buy gift cards from your favorite stores to earn money 

for Puckety Church to help with the cost of replacing the parking lot, church 

roof and new sign!  There are flyers at each entrance to the sanctuary with all 

the information you need to get started.   
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TAI CHI 
CLASS!!!  

Join in for a 
relaxing 

exercise that 
is beneficial to the whole body. Tai 

chi trains you to find alignments 
that are safe and unstrained 

allowing you to perform graceful 
movements.  Every Wednesday 

6:00 PM in Faith Hall  Led by 
Donna Jeffries. 

 

Join us for coffee hour following 
worship Sunday, June 9th over 

in Faith Hall.  
 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!!             

JULY 14TH IS OUR    

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC. 

 

 

       

  SCUBA VBS picnic will be held on June 23rd after Worship in 

Faih Hall.  We encourage all attending worship that day to join 

us!  They are serving hot dogs, pasta salad, chips, cookies and 

cold beverages! 
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A Devotional – please share with a family with a graduate or high school student  

 

I’m sharing this from a colleague (and fellow pilgrim) in ministry, Rev. Jim Farrer. 

1) Never doubt your uniqueness. 

Each person is made in the image of God. Of the billions of individuals on earth, each 

has a unique fingerprint and voiceprint. Today iris identification technology takes less 

than one second. Personal DNA demonstrates intricately-designed creations rather than randomly-produced 

“blobs.” Ephesians 2:10 reassures us: “You are one of God’s masterpieces.” (NLT).  

2) Church is fantastic for you. 

Duke University researcher Harold Koenig, MD has overseen the analysis of peer-reviewed journal studies from 

1872 to the present on religion and health, most of it concerning Christianity. His summary of the importance of 

religious commitment in a religious community follows: “In general, (people) cope with stress better, they 

experience greater well-being because they have more hope. They’re more optimistic, they experience less 

depression, less anxiety and they commit suicide less often. They don’t drink alcohol as much, they don’t use drugs 

as much, they don’t smoke cigarettes as much and they have healthier lifestyles. They have stronger immune 

systems, lower blood pressure, probably better cardiovascular functioning and probably a healthier hormonal 

environment physiologically …and they live longer.” He also concludes: “Lack of religious involvement…is 

equivalent to 40 years of smoking one pack of cigarettes per day.” 

3) Seek joy over happiness. 

Most people desire to be happy. Professor Martin Seligman at the University of Pennsylvania reports that 

billionaires and the Amish are equally happy. William Saroyan writes: “The greatest happiness you can have is 

knowing that you do not necessarily require happiness.” Dr. Victor Frankl who tracked the hopelessness in the Nazi 

concentration camps discovered that what people want is not to be happy, but rather a reason to be happy. A 

connected relationship with the Most High God whom we know best through Jesus of Nazareth brings meaning, 

purpose and a deep-seated joy in the midst of the dark times of life. 

4) Explore How … Wow … but also Why. 

Science can share facts about “how” things originate, but over time these “facts” tend to change. In schools 

science is best taught when it leads to the joy of discovery. The telescopes and microscopes should enhance the 

“Wow!”  However, the Bible is the book which really concentrates on the “Wow,” the awe and wonder of the 

world’s design. Science has little clue about any “who” which caused the universe.  Science also does not deal with 

“why” the universe was made.  John 3:16 reads: “God so loved the world = cosmos…” The Greek word here agape 

means self-giving and long-term covenant love.  Find your “why” in the love God has revealed for you. 

Jim Farrer has served Redstone Presbytery as a consultant in church vitality. 
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH SUMMER SCHEDULE 
June 9th 

June 30th 

July 14th 

July 28th 

August 11th 

August 25th 

We will return to the normal weekly schedule, starting Sunday, September 8th. 

 

 

We extend our sympathy to the friends and family of ~ Eileen 
Castelli and Dorothy Beveridge at their recent passing.  We pray 
for God's comfort and peace. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A wonderful tradition was upheld when some of the men of 
Puckety serenaded the women in the sanctuary on Mother’s Day. 

 
 

Do you or someone you know have a musical talent that needs to be shared at worship and given as a "thank you" 
to God?  Our Sunday worship services in the summer feature what we call "special music" which can be anything 
sung, played, recited, acted, etc. that gives glory to God.  It can be solo, duets, trios, etc.  There is a chart in the 
hallway to show which Sundays have been filled and which are available.  We encourage you to not be shy and 

step forward!  You'll be glad you did. 
Contact our choir director, Lorraine Menk, at 724-339-9531 or kirbie1@comcast.net if interested. 
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Thank you Fellowship and Care Team for the wonderful pancake breakfast 
in May.  Delicious as always and a great time to catch up with others! 
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The next Ladies Luncheon is on June 30 and we will be going 

to Villa Ballanca in Lower Burrell.  We will gather after the 

service in Hope Hall by the display case and head over more or 

less as a group.  Contact Denise Wehrle for any questions or if 

you need a ride.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group 

 What a great school year we had!  In April, we had a 

great bike ride on Roaring Run Trail in Apollo, we had 14 kids 

for Zone 28 on 4/28, and we had 17 students for our finale 

youth group – they did a great job helping us “clean out” the 

stash of snacks 😉 We recognized two students with perfect 

attendance for the year:  Owen Taylor and Leonna Votquenne 

(Leonna has only missed one meeting over the last two years 

– “Way to go!”)  We also had a student that only missed 2 

evenings (good job Brennen! – 24/26).  I also want to thank 

the amazing volunteers we had throughout the school year:  

 

Chari Burtner, Beth Dober, Mick Dober, Traci Kirchartz, Alice Knopfel, Jolene Kostelansky, 

Karen Marshall, Brenda McAllister, Pamela McAllister, Cliff & Jenn McKay, Maria & Rod 

Schafer, Matt Wehrle, Nate Manges, Jennifer Schwartz, Jason Taylor, and Lisa Wilson!              

If I forgot someone, please forgive me; we had a great crew of helpers! 
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We hope to go whitewater rafting at Ohiopyle on August 17th (students 5th grade and up).  For 

regular attending youth members, the church is paying half, but the student portion ($50) is 

due by the Church Picnic on July 14th.  After that the discounted price will go up.  Please let 

Pastor Brian know ASAP if you’re going. 

 

June 2024 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
10:00am Worship  

11:00am Ladies Lunch  

27 
Meals on Wheels  

OFFICE CLOSED  

28 
10:30am Card Ministry  

5:30pm Girl Scout Troop 

46799  

6:15pm Daisy Scout 

Troop  

7:00pm Sewing Guild  

8:00pm N.A. meeting  

29 
Meals on Wheels  

6:00pm Tai Chi  

6:30pm Schafer Small 

Group  

30 
6:00pm Praise Band 

Rehearsal  

31 
Meals on Wheels  

OFFICE CLOSED  

1 
9:00am McLafferty Grad 

Party  

2 
10:00am Worship  

11:15am VBS Volunteer Training  

12:00pm Ylosvai Grad Party  

3 
Meals on Wheels  

10:00am Men's Group  

6:00pm Upkeep Team 

Meeting  

4 
5:30pm Girl Scout Troop 

20130  

6:30pm Outreach Team 

Meeting  

8:00pm N.A. meeting  

5 
Meals on Wheels  

6:00pm Deacons 

Meeting  

6:00pm Tai Chi  

6 
6:00pm Praise Band 

Rehearsal  

7 
Meals on Wheels  

OFFICE CLOSED  

8 
Carlson Grad Party  

9 
Children's Church  

10:00am Worship  

11:15am Coffee Hour  

10 
Meals on Wheels  

10:00am Men's Group  

5:30pm MS Group 

Meeting  

7:00pm Seneca Service 

Unit Leader Meeting  

11 
5:00pm Outreach at 

Origins  

5:30pm Girl Scout Troop 

46799  

6:00pm Session Meeting  

8:00pm N.A. meeting  

12 
Meals on Wheels  

6:00pm Tai Chi  

6:30pm Schafer Small 

Group  

13 
6:00pm Praise Band 

Rehearsal  

14 
Meals on Wheels  

OFFICE CLOSED  

15 
Johnston Birthday Party  

16 
10:00am Worship  

17 
Meals on Wheels  

10:00am Men's Group  

6:00pm SCUBA VBS  

18 
6:00pm SCUBA VBS  

19 
Meals on Wheels  

6:00pm SCUBA VBS  

20 
6:00pm SCUBA VBS  

21 
Meals on Wheels  

OFFICE CLOSED  

6:00pm SCUBA VBS  

22 

23 
10:00am Worship  

11:30am VBS Picnic  

24 
Meals on Wheels  

10:00am Men's Group  

10:30am Card Ministry  

4:30pm Discipleship 

Team Meeting  

25 
6:15pm Daisy Scout 

Troop  

8:00pm N.A. meeting  

26 
Meals on Wheels  

6:00pm Tai Chi  

6:30pm Schafer Small 

Group  

27 
6:00pm Praise Band 

Rehearsal  

28 
Meals on Wheels  

OFFICE CLOSED  

29 
McKay Grad Party  

30 
Children's Church  

10:00am Worship  

11:30am Ladies Lunch  

12:00pm Awes Grad Party  

1 
Meals on Wheels  

10:00am Men's Group  

2 
6:30pm Outreach Team 

Meeting  

8:00pm N.A. meeting  

3 
Meals on Wheels  

4 
6:00pm Praise Band 

Rehearsal  

5 
Meals on Wheels  

OFFICE CLOSED  

6 

 


