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Memories of Christmas
By Wade Anderson

Let me say this as we begin, "Just because someone is taught’ something doesn't mean that they truly understand it.
Understanding, for me, came many years later and only by God's Holy Spirit.”

In all that I'm about (o share here | want you to know that my brothers and | were taught’ that the true reason for Christ-
mas was not about what gifts we were going to get, but instead it was about the Greatest GIFT God had already given the
whole world, it was out of His GREAT LOVE that God FIRST GAVE us Jesus. Listen here 0 what's recorded, in John
3:16. "For God so LOVED the world (you and |) that He GAVE His one and oy Soin ... " Many of us wonder if or how
we could ever qualify to receive this Gift? Let me say this, "NONE of us could ever qualify in and of ourselves! Jesus
bBecame our Qualfier!” With ane simpde but yet life changing act fram us listen as John explaing in John 3:16, "That
WHOSOEVER believes in Him (Jesus) shall NOT perish but have eternal life.” So what are the qualifications? First
you have to be a WHOSOEVER. Are you a WHOSOEVER? If you're struggling to answer that question the answer is
YES! The only olher thing that is asked of 'us' is to BELIEVE in the One that God has sent. Jesus explaing it all veny
simply when He said, in John 6:28, "The work of God is this; to BELIEVE in the One that He has senl.” Jasus again,
in John 12:44 says, “WTEEHER EELEWES i [ dived 0ot balios 5 O oby Sod it The CRe (God) witd Sdd 05~

As we look around and head into this most joyous time of year it's not hard to see that for the most part our fast pace
society is just flying by the true reason for this celebration season. In the business of people running evenywhere it
blesses my heart to watch as, during this season, "gift giving is in just about every culture, The spirit of giving gifts just
seems to fall on the world like a soft blankel. While even in the hardest of hearis people find themselves being a little
mare generous. So what is the true reason for this Season? He's one of God's greatest Gifts (o mankind, the earthly birth
and life of His Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Chnst!

At a minimum of 700 years before Christ's birth, [saiah prophesied Jesus® coming in the fiesh in Isaiah 3.6, “For unto us
a Child is born, Unfo us a Son 5 given; And the govermment will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” John shared the revelation he
received from God's Holy Spirit of who Jesus was in John 1:7-5 and goes on in John 7:14 1o say, “The WORD (Jesus)
became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and only Son, who
came from the Father, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH."

The memorias that | share here are ones of gratefulness and happy times. My hope is that this will trigger and hopefully fill
your hearts with a new excilement in your own memories. As we dust off the cobwebs of the memeries way in the backs
of aur minds let’s bring them out and leok at them in a different light,” pray that deep in our hearts we ALL expenence
some of the greatest memories of people both in our lives today and from years gone by." The great thing about memonies
is we don't have to be in a specific placa o remember, we can just simply flip the ole roll-a-dex” to 'great memories’ and
revisit. Remember, you do have the ability to separate and not revisit the unpleasant events in your own lives, unlgss
you're directad to, because you do have the mind of Chrst. (1 Corinthians 2:16)

| know firsthand that not ALL of our childhood memories were like Leave it to Beaver or Ozzy and Harriet. | know | just lost
a whole bunch of the younger crowd with those two examples. Bul simply put, these were TV shows from the 1950°s and
1860%s. They sterectyped what a picture perfect American family should look like. In reality though, some of our memones
may be more like an "Ozzy Osborn” family, huh?! Just kidding. Just kidding. | couldn't resist the opporunity to say that and
| KNOW thal many of those we lost a minule ago we just picked back up because I'm prelly certain they have seen that
TV show for sure. How did | get 5o far off the topic? | guess | forgot to stop that "roll-a-dex” from spinning out of control,

People begin their next vear's Christmas shopping list immediately after this yvear's stuff goes on sale. | know this because
| too do the samea thing. But not for gifts. | can barely wait for the day after Christmas bacause that's when | get busy
hitting all of the Lowe's and Home Depol's to buy more 50% to 75% off Christmas decorations for the outside of our home.
In fact every year, | end up with at least another full plastic tub of more lights and two or three more of those blow up yard
decorations. Then the next vear | have to figure out how I'm going o redesign it all to fit. | know, | know ... but it's because
we didn™t have those kinds of things when | was a kid is why | love to do it today.

When | was a young boy, | remember my mom driving us through what we thought were the rich’ areas of (own and being
fillzd with excitament as we "Oooed” and “Ahhad” at their outdoor decorations. Our family, like many others, wan consid-
ered o be those kids from the other side of the tracks’. Today, as | decorate the outside of our home people drive up and
even walk up while I'm in the process and say, "We're always excited 1o see what all you're going to put up each year.” As
parents drive by the kids hang out the window while I'm still on the roof and yell, "Thank you ‘dinosaur house guy’ for
putting up the lights!" Even though we didn't have those things as we weare kids | see it still brings joy and axcitement to
the kids arcund me today.
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It seemed to us then that the people that decorated the outside of their homes were few, But on the insida most of the
homes there were traditional Chrstmas decorations hanging everywherz., The smell of fresh baked breads, pies, cookies
and food of all kinds lingered in the air from Thanksgiving until well after Christmas. I'm sure some of you more "well
mature' folks can remember those candy dishes of HARD ribbon candies and bowls of nuts just begging to be cracked, |
swear, whatever HARD candy that didn't get eaten one yvear got shoved back in the bag and was there to greet us the
next year! | guess there was no "shelf life’ standard, unless something was obviously rotten!

As far back as | can remeamber, we always had a Christmas tree and at least one bigger gift under that free, Mast of the
years that | was at home | remember we had a real cut down tree. A couple of those yvears, when we lived in Colorado, |
even remember us going out a5 a family and cutting down our own tree and bringing it home. | thought it to be strange
that the free we cut down in the woods always looked much better in the woods than it did when we got it home and stood
it up. And yes, there were a couple of vears when those fake silver trees with the four colored turm wheel lights were the
"hottest thing'. 50 even ‘from the other side of the tracks' my mom attempted to keep us in the proverbial leop’,

The first thing that went an the tree were the lights, Keap in mind when | say Christrmas lights, I'm falking about those BIG
burn the skin off vour arm if yvou touched them lights. Being the oldest of the FIVE boys | guess | had earmead the “rite of
passage’, if vou will, of stringing the rows of lights on the tree, And oh yah, | alwvays placad the star on the top of the
Christmas trees. The ole roll-a-dex’ slows and there i a tear in my aye oday as | can still see my mom and my brothears
sitting there anxiously with the Christmas music plaving on the hy-fy waiting for me o finish. When the lights were finally
on mam would release my brothers to begin putting TONS of those old colored glass bulb decorations on the tree. Mom
always encouraged us with what a great job we were doing. But honestly, | remember only the bottom two thirds of the
tree being COVERED dus to the fact that 3 out of the 4 brothers could only reach 50 high on the tree. | bat that any of you
with children or grandchildren can relate to the abundance of Chnstmas decorations my mother had accumulated over the
years from FIVE boys. Everything we had ever made in school my mother kept. And guess whaty Even all those years of
old decorations mom still had us hang them on tha Christmas trea evarny yaar.

Through the years | was always 'the light hanger’, Through writing this little piece it has bacoma obvious to me that I'm still
that guy. | know that Jesus wasn't talking about us being 'showy' and He said so in these next Scriptures. But instead He
wants us to allow Him to shine through us to the rest of the world around ws. Listen, "% ars (e Bzl af die werEl A
et Bl @ & Kl cetsuca D (hiEkieen, Maither arp poo [ 4 M and S i amdsr O St Mietd dbeyy god B¢ ©
Siand, smnd 1 phees Bplhd te eoamand o e deoes b (e eonos wepg fe0 peor Bk abtee Saters athers, Gt dbspy
ey S T ] sl and ineily e Foihar o e, (Matthew 5:14-16) | want people 1o see the Jesus IN
me and | guess | just bumped it up a couple more notchas with the outside Tight' decorations.

Each year it surprises me how many more people in our neighborhood get out there and decorate with something. 1'l
close wath this,

| guess shepherds were sont of like ‘those guys from the other side of the tracks’. In Luke 2:8-14 we read, "And there
were shepherds living out in the fields mnearby, keeping waich over their flocks at might. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were ferrified. But the angel said fo
them, ‘Do not be afraid. | bring you Good News that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born 1o you; He is the Messiah, the Lord, This will be a sign to youw: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His
favor rests." In these Scrptures and the ones in Mafthew 1;78-25 we see the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophesy in Isaiah
9:6. And vou know what? Wise menfwomen from 'both sides of the tracks' still seek Him!! Mermry Christmas!

"Rejoice Greatly ... Your King has Come" - Zechariah 9:9
By Michelle Anderson

Merry Christmas to all the (Mwereomers for (S vist family, During the holidays, many people feel alone even when they are in a
raom (living room, réc reom, dining room, chow hall, etc.) full of people. | don't say this to be a downer, | say it to be an
upper! What | want to say to any of you feeling that way, is that you are never alone, you have God, Jesus (your Friend
and Comforter] and the Holy Spinl with you. God's Word says in Isaiah 41:70, “So do not fear, for | am with you; do
not be dismayed, for I am your God. | will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right
hand.”

Just think about it, if you feel that way there are probably other peopla in that same room feeling the same way, 50 reach
cut and smile and say to somecne, "Merry Chrisimas!!” First Thessalonlans §:11 says, "Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” You have your family &t Shwresers for Shirist always
thinking about you and praying for you ... Merry Christmas and Happy Mew Yearlll
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Dear prayer teams, please pray for complete healing and
deliverance immy body from witchcraft, Alse, please pray for
pratection for my life, that the Lord will stop the Host of
enemies all around me from taking my picture when they
seg me all through my living rcom window and bedroom
and in shiopping malls, driving in cars calling me an wgly
name, Flease pray for me that the Lord will destroy all of the
pictures that the enemy took and takes of me now. Also,
please pray for my grandsons healing and for his protection
from abuse and that the Lord will return them back home to
me now, They were taken away from me going on light years
now by injustice and lies. Also, please pray for my grandson
Diarmcend's salvation. He is in jail for light vears. Also, my son
Robert’s salvation and Darlene, Sharie, Eltan, Danny, Ellen,
Johin and Danny all need salvation ... LA.

Wall, I'm doing good thank God. Just sitting hera in intake,
I'vie bean here in max-intake for the past 52 days without
anything brather. All | have is my boxers, t-shirt, sheat, and
Blanket, They can't break a Godly man., Can you please join
in prayer 5o this place could change direction? They don't let
ws arder from store, and we can't use the phone. It's some-
thing they are doing that is not part of the DO, rules; they
are just doing it on their own. All 1 can do is pray bro. There
are times that | get so upset that | want to go back to my old
ways, but | know that is what the enemy wants but I try my
hardest to stay cool. Leven wrote the chaplain so he could
send me a Bible, but he still hasn't sent me one. I'm telling
you brother, this place is something else, they don't follow
rules. The enly reason they have me here is because of my
past, my points are low, | shouldn't even be here. But | know
it is God's will, not mine, I've been doing what | was sent
here for and that is to tell people about our Lord Jesus
Christ. | don't let the enemy shoot me down. Like it 5ays in
Romans 8:31, "What shall we say about such wonderful
things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against
us?" and Romans 8:37, "No, despite all these things, over-
whelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.” ...
0.T.

I would like to ask you all to please keep my maother Patricia
in your prayers as well as my nieces and my nephews. They
are all growing up so fast ... WLB.

Lastyvear my kids' mom passed away and my son has been
taking it the hardest. He's turning towards the bad things.
My dawghters live in 5t. Louis and are acting up as well. Mo
matter how many times | tell them this is not the [ife | want
for them they seem to be determined to follow in my foot-
steps, Javon is 13, Ameriannah is 15 and Heaven is 8. | ask
that you all please keep them in your prayers ... J.H.

Can you pray that | get tosee my almost &1-year-old
grandmay? ... T.D.

Praise Reports

Thank you for your kindness, and your help tokeep my
spirits lifted. You are a person who knows how to lift some-
body's spirits. Thank you for praying for my maom, she's good,
na surgery has been done, thank God in the name of Jesus
Christ ... Amen ... they are trying other things w prevent
surgery ... M.A.

I wanted yvou all to know ... | just received a boat load of
goodtime back that | had lost before | met my S family
and Jesus through the Shreemers for (8 itist newsletters back
in 2007-2008. At the time of this letter, | now have only T year

and 8 months before | get out and start my life cut there
doing the Lord's work. I've got to admit, I'm a litthe scared iy

friends. | don't have any place ta land the day that fim
released, and honestly | don't know how Il react after being
in prison since 1976. Regardless, I'm trusting in the Lord to
guide me ... A.M.

Dkay, | do have a little testimony/praise report to share with
all of you. See, | have been praying and fasting for one of my
friends here at the prison to step doing drugs. Wall, God has
come through like He always does! The other day this dude
came to me and told me that he had not been high in a
week. Praise God for thatll | o believe in the power of pravar
It's a real epidemic here with this synthetic weed. After they
smoke it they either pass out or start trippin’. While others in
here laugh at them | DON'T because it is drugs that got me in
hare. As weird as it may sound, | do understand that most of
these people are just trying to cope with where they are at, |
do my best to lat them know that there is a better way with
the Lord Jesus Christ! Okay, | feel a little better since | have
talked with you all [SMILE) ... R.G.

Hello sisters and brothers! I'm just writing o say “Keap up the
good work™ and God bless each and every one of you. l am a
frignd of Foot's and he loves you guys, and | love you all too!
There's so many great people that the'Lord has blessed my

life with and He has put it in my heart to contact you ... |
don't know why? Dwrite my family 5o much that it takes all of
my letter writing time and envelopes, But | felt, like 1 said,
that | MUST WRITE. May | please be pleced on your mailimg
list. | want to keep up with vour churchrand see all your good
works, in Jesus name ... M.B.

Soercomers by (Shrist ... Thank you so much formy birthday
card and the personal notes. Your attention to detail and the
tirme you take 1o reach out truly reflect the intimate nature of
our Lord and Savior, The number of your works are known! A

new law has passed in California, it will knock off about 8
years of my sentence. It s not automatic, | have the opporiu-
nity to earn it through collegeand self help groups. This truly

is a blessing! ... JH.
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Be Good Soil
By T.0.

hercomers f2r (Sfrist family, first off, lat me tell my beginnings of how | first started getting your newsletters, It was 2009 or
2010 and | knew Jo& C. or Concrete Joe. He wrote me cnce while | was in pricon. | asked him to send money o someonea
to pay my drug debl. He wrote back and said, "l can't be contributing to you going down the wrong path, but | will turm you
on to these peopla®, |'ve baen getting your newslatters and birthday cards and wishes aver sinca. I'm sure you guys
remember him, so that's how it came to be.

S0, for eight or so years the only consistent thing I've had, next 1o my grandma, was every month and birthday, like clock-
work, | got the newsletters, and heartfelt brotherly and sisterly love birthday card, X343 | never sent a thank you back or
let you know if | moved, for that I'm truly somy from the bottom of my heart. | was so selfish. There was countless times |
was going to and just never did, and tons of times the newsletier and birthday day blessing was spot on. God works in
mystenous ways! | always did burn other people on 10 you guys though.

I've always read them and always beheved in Jesus, | would be walking the good narmow path and time and time again |
would go back to drugs and let the devil take me down such a dark place. It's like in Matthew 13, the story of the farmer,
when Jesus was telling the crowd in Galiles. | didn't have my seeds planted in the right places. The evil one always came
and stole my seed from my hearl. Long story short, | hil rock bottom! Now 1've built my foundation on rock. | just let Him
lake the wheel Amen!

Matthew 13:1-9 - “That same day Jesus wenl out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many
things In parables, saying: ® (Ermose w2l @ (D Secr s sewd A8 6 D sty Gk s, seais Ml alzag e
(EEy, eee! e ik aame and ais [ o Sans 0 cn redlyy fleass, wibare B el oed bavs e sl I aprang o
aroteiile bemnmes (s el v el S wribee (D S0 Gamos apfy (e s e searsbee] oo Gy ediiers]
Eeenmnes Ay e e feat Siber sesd M2l amarg doerns, rbiED sreer o end eiebed dhe gEnis. Sl adbar seed
ﬁﬁf-mgm@agﬂ; ot I ErEshe s @ argE=—a (o], Sy or Shir e bl e oo, oy s onrs,
e} O R

Matthew 13:18-23 - SILfetm Qi 05 st Qie merElls o s sonemr e [ism snpeas e e Guesssg s sibaan
ithelkingaonfandidaastnoinndesstanal it heledifanele a st nafs iat chestan e e e asts ownliniiiegdhean

i 2 e S s SllenE s ol Tie ey (Sl e Foety? greand] ralsrs 00 SEqisams rle [ears 0hm e
EIE] £ GEs FaeEaiEs i e Ed atee dhey fevs 06 fRE, i el ey £ siiem e e ntlE e faEsEn-
(VT (DR B @ S et oy apotatahy (ol arerps Hibe ecce (il anoene fis fame FalilE B e
whellea st ielwo ragbod i elwo esta g st elaiai ielaec e [ nes statiwe o LETE ek el e W e 09 R oGl e
(L (=10 b e R T ) G (R S raiEre 1 SEmnEEms rbe (enrs (e mre S erseiasinme s i D B e cme
Tl (T s ) ceay g, Srltedtetig) & (vrsless], Sy e Dty s rkER s s ™

I still make mistakes every day, but | learn from them and Iry to be a betler person, friend, brother and Christian every day.
| finally see the light. All along, | had Jesus through you guys this whole time. I'm so glad Jesus has put you guysin my
life. | feel like | know “Duck” a little bit now from reading his testimonies.

You guys are 100% absolutely doing God's work. | would like 10 meet you guys one day, God willing. Well, that's what was
put in my heart to say. | faithifully will be praying for you guys and evenyone in the newsletters Prayer Requests. Keep up
the Good Fight! God Bless and thank you!!

God Knows What's Just Around the Corner. It's Worth the Wait!
By S.L.

Helle my dearest brothers and sisters] Hello to each and every single one of you in the Shwremers G (Sfirit family. | hope
this missive finds you all in the vary bast of haalth; physically, mentally and spiritually.

First | want lo thank God that He has been guiding me on the right path, and avoiding all of the negativity! Even though it
is hard at times, | manage to go around it, or bust a u-lurn. | know you feel me on that one!
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As many of you know, prison is a crazy environmant. You may only find a good handful of meniwaomen that really do want
to change their lives around. The majority of these "cats’ don't seem to want to change. I'm only 38 years old and 've had
it! | gave my life over to Christ on July 3, 2016, I've dedaded that | want to see a baetter day and belter days ahead of me!
I'm trying to go home and be there for my 7 year old daughter.

| wrote 10 you guys last year with my personal testimony and thanks to you all, it got printed in last December's issue.
Thank you very much to all of you. Since then I've seen laws get passed and personally 've seen men gel released from
prison! Even though | only have 7 years down and still have 18 years left on my sentance, | still have faith that a law per-
taining to my case will be passed and those 18 years will be cut shorter. There's already something on the ballot, I'm just
praying and walking with Christ!

| received the card that you all sent me, thank you. But | really loved what it said on the front of if, "God knows what's just
around the corner, I's Worth the waitl® | can see and smell freedom coming my way. Check this oul. This card that |
received from all of you was delayed by more than a couple of weeks. The reason there was a delay was, are you ready
bacause | gol ransferred 10 another faclity ... FOR GOOD BEHAVICR! | just wanted to reach out to ALL my Brothers and
sisters in the (XS «% family to say, "May God watch over you all and keep you out of harm's way! You ALL are in my daily
prayers and LOVE to you ALL for a blessed lifel”

Walking by Faith not Sight
By D.G.

| realize thal | haven't been as much of a confributor as | used to be, and | apologize for that. 1 will try to do better. Truth
be told, | am undergoing a season of pain and suffering and to tell you the truth ... | find it very difficult to write encourag-
ing words when one is in a state of discouragement. | just confinue to press on the best | know how, trving to maintain an
attitude of gratitude, thanking Him every moming thal | can still walk and breath. Walking by faith and not by sight is a
rough piece sometimes, as I'm sure you all well know. [t occurmed to me the other day and | find it quit ironic, that the [ast
article of mine that you published was God's Perspective on Suffering. Go figure. Sure preaches good, but going down
through there again, aftar you thought the coast was chear is a whole other ball game all together. | guass the Lord is
letting more iron enter my soul. At any rate, | read something yesterday that really ministered to me and I've deciced 1o
share it with 'the farmily.” It's called ...

The Frince of Preachers
By Charles Spurgeon in 1882

*I called Him - but He gave me no answer.” (Song of Solomon 5:6)

Prayer somatimes tarras, like a patitioner at the gale, until the king comas forth to fill her bosom with the blessings which
she seeks. The Lord, when He has given greal faith, has been known o fry it by long delays. He has allowed Hiz servanis
voices fo echo in their ears - as from a brazen sky. They have knocked at the golden gate - but it has remained unmov-
able, as though if were rusted upon its hinges. Like Jeremiah, they have cried, "You have covered Yourself with a clouwd -
that our prayer showd not pass through,”

Thus have frue saints continued long in palient waiting without reply, not because their prayers were nol vehement, nor
bacause they were unaccepiad - but because it 5o pleased Him who is soveraign, and who gives according to His own
pleasure. IF i pleases Him to bid our patience exercise itself - shall He not do as He wills with His own? Beggars must not
be choosers - aither as to time, place or form.,

Buf we must be careful nof to take delays in prayer for denials! God's lomg - dated bills will be punclually honored. Nor
must we allow salan [oehake our confidence in the God of fruth = Dy pointing (o ouwr unanswered prayers. Unanswened
prayers are notunheard, God keeps a e for our prayers - they are mot biown away by the wind - they are freasured n
the King's archives. This is the registry in the court of haaven - wherein every prayer s recorded. Tried befiever, your Lond
has a fear bottle in which the costly drops of scared grief are stored away - and a book in which your haoly groanings are
numbered. By-and-by, your prayers shall be answered. Can you not ba contert to wait a lithie? Will not your Lord's tima -
be better than yvour ime? By-and-by He will comifortably appear, fo vour souis joy, and make vou put away the sackcloth
and ashes of long Wmﬂ on g: scarfet and fine linen of full fruition.
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2 Chronicles 35:1-36:23

Josiah ignored Mecho's message because of who Necho was, king of @ pagan nation. The mistaken assumption that
Necho could notl be pan of God's larger plan cost Josiah his ife. While not evenyone who claims to have a message from
God really does, God's message may come in unexpacted ways. God has spoken to pagan kings in the past. [Genesis
12:17-20; Genesis 20:3-7; Daniel 4:1-3) Dor't let prejudice or false assumptions blind you to God's message. (35:21-24)

God wamed Judah about its sin and continually restored the pecple to His favor, only to have them tum away. Eventually,
the situation was beyond remedy. Beware of harboring sin in your heard. The day will come when remedy is no longer
possible and God's judgment replaces His mercy. Sin often repeated, but never repented of, invites disaster. (36:16)

1 Corinthians 1:1-2:5

Grace is God's free gift of salvation given to us in Christ. Receiving it brings us peace. (Romans 5:1) In a world of noise,
confusion, and relentless pressunes, people long for peace. Many give up the search, thinking it iImpossible o find, but
true peace of heart and mind is available to us through faith in Jesus Christ. (1.3)

God's way of thinking is not like the world's way (normal human wisdom). And God offers eternal life, which the world can
naver give. We can spend a lifeime accumulating wisdom and yet never learn how 1o have a personal relationship with
God, We must come to the crucified and nsen Christ o receive etemal life and the joy of a personal relationship with our
Savior. (1:18)

Psalm 2T:1-14

David's greatest desire was to live in God's presence cach day of his ke, Sadly, this is not the greatest desire of many
who claim to be believers. But those who desire to live in God's presence each day will be able to enjoy that relationship
forever. (27:4)

Waiting for God is not easy. Often it seams that He isn't answering our prayers or doesn't understand the urgency of our
situation. That kind of thinking implies that God is not in control or i not fair. But God is worlh waiting for. Lamentations
3:24-26 calls us to hope in and wait for the Lord because often God uses times of waiting fo refresh, renew, and teach us,
Make good use of your waiting times by discovering what God may be trying to teach you in them. (27:14)

Proverbs 20:20-23

Sometimes what seems o be sudden luck s out to be a dismal tum of fortune. What seems too good 10 be true, often
is. (20:21)

"Dishonest scales” refers to the loaded scales a merchant might usa in order to cheat customers, Dishonesty is a difficult
sin to avoid. It is easy to cheat if we think no one is [ooking.. Bul dishonesty aflects the very core of a person. It makes him
untrustworthy and unbrusting. It eventually makes him unable o know himsealf or relate o others. Don't take dishonesty
lightty. Evan the smallest partion of dishonesty containg anough of the poison of decait in your life, 1ell God about it mow.
(20:23)

A

“Foot” Notes

Heay v'all' | pray that all is a5 well as can be expected with you all, | have some thoughts to share
that were inspired by my closest brother,

You know we all have our ‘Mission from God® that we take on and sometimes they become more
than one person can handle. Okay let's be real, ALL of zod's missions grow bigger than one person
can handie, But thal's okay because God doesn't expect anybody 12 doit all alone. Even Jasus

™~  Christ Himself had His disciples to halp.with thie heawvy ifting.

| guess what [I'm saying is ... Don't be afraid to reach out (delegate) when it's necded to further His purpose. In fact, youll
probably be surprised (o find that God has already placed someone within reach to lend a hand. It's important that we use
the "ALL' to further the purpose of ‘The ONE", Love to you all short and tall ... Vaya Con Dios!!

F.5. Don't ride fastar than wour angels can fly
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“THE GREATEST GIFT"
Jack Flash ... "The Preacher”
Disciple of Jesus Christ

“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.. His name was called
Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was concelved in the womb.™ (Luke 2:71, 21)

Dear Brothers and Sisters, as the holidays near and our attention shifts to this Christmas season, let us celebrate the birth
of our Savior but also not forget this eternal truth! That precious baby was the perfect Son of Almighty God ... Jesus was
borm to die! Thank yvou Jesus! Praise the Lord!

The aternal truth s that God created us, then had to send His Son 1o sava us. The King of kings left the throna of heaven,
in loving cbedience to the Father, came o Earth a5 a human to His destiny ... The Lord of lords then humbled Himself by
becoming a servant, in order to save us, to fulfill the Father's purpose, Thank you Jesus! Praisa the Lord!

Jesus Christ came o Earth with unfailing love to teach etemal truth ... the supreme truth of the Father and the divine truth
of the Son ... Jesus Christ also came 1o leach this ultimate rulh: Humans are sinners in need of a Savior. Thankfully, that

Savior is Jesus of Mazereth, the Light of the world and the love of our Father; the perfect Son of God is the truth who seis
us frae! Thank you Jesus! Praise the Lond!

Alas, men prefer the darkness of sin and their selfish rebellion against the truth of Christ and His love for us ... Jesus
came with love but we hated Him ... Jesus came with truth but we preferred lies ... Jesus came to save us but we perse-
cuted Him, Sinners like me falsely accused Him and abused Him; we beal and whipped Him, mocked and scomed Him ...
we even spit upon the Son of God who came o save us. Thank you Jesus! Praise the Lord!

JEsus came with unl’alling Iove because He is the eternal truth:; so instead of calling down angels to smite us, He simply
bowed down before the Father and humbly prayed, RaEke Foder, Sl s £ Feeslaie W wey,. TEGE 150 o aif
Sy e mreg feverdbelEes, med @y il ol pmer il B dEme. T Thank you Jesus! Praise the Lord!

Then in kwving cbedience, the precious Son of God fulfilled the Father's purpose: Jesus Christ went to the Cross, took our
place and took our sin; the perfect Lamb of God died for us and rose again ... the Son of God lives and is with the Father,
the King of kings back on His throne! Praise the Risen Lord! Praise the Living God!

Dear Brothers and Sisters, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus this year, let us choose (o remember well the Son of God
came the first tme with love o save us .. and with love thatl precious baby was born to die for us. Understand well, the
end of history is upon us ... Christ is coming again soon, but this time it will be to judge us. The question is, are you
ready?

“Therefore, God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the
mame of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in Heaven and those on Earth, and of those under the Earth, and

that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord, fo the Glory of God the Father.” (Philippians
2:9-11).

Praise the coming King!
Merry Christmas!

Hi, I'm Al, and

T've been hookted on
Chrisimag frees
“Tl.ihﬂk HE-'

TYou know when I'm sleaping, when T'm awake and if
I'rmv bad or good, and T have 1o tell you what T want?!”
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Oereguedty Sestimauicsy

Thank you for the card, and | found your words not only inspiring and uplifting but bearing witness 1o that of my cwn spirit.
| pray that you and all the brothers and sisters there at (A543 have a blessed Christmas. Christmas use to be a very
depressing time of the year for me, for | grew up very poor and | can only remeamber a few Christmases in which we had
gifts or anything like thal. When we did get gifis, it was usually a shirt, pair of shoes or something that we really needed.

Since | have been a Christian, 1 find Christmas to be the most joyful ime of the year for me as | am so thankful for God's
gift to ws "Jesus" and what He did for us at the Cross. How can | not be joyful and thankful ? Of course, it's somewhal sad
being separated from your family during the holidays but | only have one sister that's still living. Just in the lasl 2 1/2 years’
I've lost my father, my sister, Shemy, and last week my mother went to be with the Lord. She was almost 90 years old and
wie wera very close, But | see her passing as being merciful and I've spant the past weak just thanking the Lord for laking
her home. | know someday we'll be reunited and | know she is with Jesus now, in His kingdom and that is a very comior-
ing thought

My mother had a very hard life. The first 45 years of her Iife were rough, she went through the aftermath and reconsiruc-
tion of Germany after World War | and she lost one of her eyes during World War II. My mother's father by the way was
Jewish, but that was kept a secret for many years for obvious reasons. You could just leok at her and tell she was Jewish.
| look just like her and my grandfather by the way, Anyway, my birth father married her, brought her over to this country
and abandoned her to fend for herself and four children. It took me a long time to forgive him for that and his abusive
treatment of her. But years later she met and married a good Christian man, Bob, who | always thought of as my father.
S0 the latter years of my mother's life were betier than the beginning and | can only thank the Lord for that! The [ast 45
years of my mather's life were good, and thosa are the years | want to remembser,

| will, by the way be buried next to her when | pass. As for my health well on the most pard, | think I'm doing pretty good. |
have a few things geing on, but nothing I'm too concerned about. | have a pause in my heartbeat every minute (| forget
what they call it) and | have a diseased aocrta, which will eventually cause me some problems, but | am not dwelling on
none of that. | know and I've told a number of people this, "Jesus has His hand on the Pause, Stop and Restart buttons,
50 I'm im good hands® in that respect! One thing | know, if | don’l know anything else, | know this until the Lord is finished
with me | ain't going nowhers!

| understand where you are coming from in relation 1o not asking people about their past and 1 wish | could forget mine,
but there’s always something there to remind you of all those things that you'd like so much to forget, but can't. The
reason | was given the death sentence was because the person we killed was a witness to ancther murder, they were hit
in the head with a tire iron and thrown into a gravel pit. The person who was with me al this hime was someone close to
me, for they offered me a manslaughter charge (twice) if I'd turn states evidence, but of course | refused and as a result |
ended up going to death row. When | came off death row, | paid two guands to bring me a pisiol. | was at Lucasyille then, |
had been scheduled 1o appear in court in Columbus on my appeal, but things didn't work oul and as a result, | ended up
taking five guards hostage. | shot and Killed one of the guards. That's why they transferred me out here. The guards back
i COhio tried to kill me sevaral timeas and they almost did, but | understiand it Even when | was on death ross, | had no
problem with them executing me thal's just how | was raised, you make your own bed and you lay in and you die in it

| was involved with some pretty dangerous people when | was cut there. | think | menticned it in my testimonial that my
brother was hooked up with the Columbia Carel for decades and later my step brother became the president of the
Dayton Quilaws. All my partners are dead now, most violently. | have a lot of bleod on my hands and I'll be honest with
vou after | got saved it took me years before | was able to forgive myself for the things I've done. | just could not under-
stand how a Just and Holy God could show someong ke me mercy and forgive me, My mind could not comprehend that
kind of love that kind of mercy. I'm crying now as | think about it. Me of all people deserved no mercy! People ask me
sometimes what has kept me focused on the Lord these past 18 yaars and 1 t&ll them, "You don't know what the Lord
brought me oul of. | look at the Cross and | am reminded that Jesus died a horrible death for someone like me and | am
reminded that it was me, Wayne who nailed Jesus to that Cross that it was my sins that killed Him.”™ | tell people, °1 have
the blood of God's Son on my hands, how can | not love Him and live for Him?" That's how | feel about it and that's how |
sea it

| ask the Lord all the time, "What kind of God are you that you would suffer and die such a horribde death for someone ke
me? | always get the same answer, "One who loves you.” It breaks my heart wihen | think about it, and that's a good
thing. Like you, | don't judge others who am | to cast any stones, after all the homible things I've done. | know how it feels
to be falsely accused, due to my past. | try not to think about the past, but there is always someathing there (o trigger a
memory. You take care of yourself and know that you and all the brothers and sisters there at (X345 are in my thoughts
and prayvers. Merry Christimas - W.R.
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Ahat Others Arve Saping...

"I am currently incarcerated, | recently got moved to a new cell and found an editorial that was left behind. | immediately
picked it up and read through it, and | thought to myself, *1 should write them.” As it tums oul you are in my same zip code.
I am borm and raised in Mesa, So, | gave my life to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ back in 2012, It sure has been a daily
batile! Bul one thing | can say is; there has been major changes in my life and my family's lives, and for that | am forever
grateful. | am growing in my faith daily! Now | am finishing a S-vear sentence, | go home in Movember. The only worry |
have at this point is finding a good church and positive people to surround myself with, this way | don't fall into temptation.
I 'will be 30 years old and in the prime of my life, and | plan to live the rest of my life walking with the Lord. | have a truly
blessed life and | plan on sharing my testimony with others that have the same struggles | once had, Hopefully 1o bring
more 1o expenence Chist's Love. | have 3o much o share and talk about, but | just wanted to make (his a brief intro 50
vou know a little about myself. | would love to hear back from you and hopefully establish something that will last!l™ - AL,

"God bless you brothers and sisters of Sheromers for (Sfrist. | want to thank you from my heart for the list of halfway houses
you blessad me with. In about a year or a yaar in a half, | for sura will be writing a lot of lefters. The card was very beautiful
and | have it hanging on my wall, amongst many others | have received over the years, they are all from you brothers and
sisters, that means a whole lot fo me, and shows me who cares about mae. Even though you don't know me and never met
me in person.” = J.M.

"I was on your mailing list for your monthly newsletter. 've been moved, | would like you 1o please send me your newslat=
ter please. I'm missing hearnng from you every month, Your blessing us behind barbed-wire fences with your ministry and
we do appreciate it - LT.

"First and foremost | send all of my utmost respects and thank you to your family and all members of Swwemers for (irist. It
was an honor to receive my beautiful newsletters every month. Well you're probably wondering what this letter is all about.
Well, | wanted to inform you of my release next month and to say thank you 5o much for your prayers and the newsletters
I received every month. | have passed your address on to olher inmates who absolutely loved reading all the tesimonies
and prayers every month. | look forward to meeting you all and 1o thank you personally in person for all you have done for
ma, and hopefully | will be a mamber of your fellowship. And lastly | would like 1o thank you for my beautiful birthday card |
received, which happened to be the only birthday card | received.” - A.B.

"Thank you for the card. It's nice to know that | am on the thoughts of you and every one there on staff. You all are truly a
blessing and a nice 'pick me up' on days that can be a bit demanding. Life hera in prison can be a day to day trudge just to
keep the boredom out. But we keep on because there i3 a job to do! Bob A. sends his love and prayers.” - R.H.

Quote Worthy

“When we are at the worst times of our lives, when we are battling with some-
thing, or struggles, whatever it may be, when we are at our highest point as well,
when things are going really well, we want somebody to comiort us and be there

for us and to say, "Well done.' That's Jesus!”
« Russell Wilson - Seattle Seahawks Quarterback

Ministry Tithes & Offerings

It takes the body of Christ working together to create, print, and mail this newsletter. None of this would be possible without the
faithful suppaort of many peaplke who believe in this ministry. The vision of this mini<try i& to offer hope, love, and encouragement
to those who angincarceratied. Youare investing in spreading the Word of God 1o lost souls, encouraging, mentoring, and
discipling believers.

Hereis how you can give 1o the (% hervomers for (3 Bris? ministiy:

By check or maney order - Make-checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and inthe mema section put “ForQvercomers for
Chirist? Mailyaur check or money arder to PO Box 42023, Phoenigarizona BS080

We thank everyone who sows into this ministry. We pray all that vour hands touch will benchly blessed, and that you will have
abundance in every arca of your life,

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your Laxes. For donations of less than 5250, yvour cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes, For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the crganization. If yvou hawve
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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FRIEND OR FOE
" By F.P. -

Philippians 4:13 - *l can do all this through him who gives me strength,”

" I sit back and think abouwt the day that we met
You helped me get oves fears and over ragret
You were my Kol, | followed your lead
Wou were alwllys right there in my greatest nead
Mo matter the problem, you make it go away
You carried me through nights and brightened my day
You lifted me up whanevear | was down
There was never a dull moment with you around

I eraved your attention, 16 feel you 50 near
It felt like trua bve, But now tha smoke is clear
You numbed all my feelings, and blinded my eyea
Everything about you was onea big lie

Yiou ware 50 smaoth, you l2d me astray
Yiou gave me a little, just to take maore away
I depended on you, | couldn't break free
& throne of falsa pretense, my ifa was the fea

You asked so little at first, then you ook control
| gave you my body, you tried taking my soul
You poisonad my blood, you paisanad my breath
The devil has a new name, | knaw him &5 Meth

1 Peter 5:8 - "Be alert and of sober mind. Youwr enemy the devil prowls around
like a roaring fion looking for someone to devour.™

Help us be beller stewards by sending your change of address when you move 1o help reduce unnecessary wasle and expense
EDITORIAL Wade “Duck™ Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Eible Church
(heroemers for (3 frist @ Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwh livingwordonling.org jasonlvingwordgmail.com
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