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THE TRAIL BLAZER
Uniting Horse People in Florida since 1984
Dear SCTB members,
When I started as club president in the Spring of 2020, the club's precarious condition was
shocking. The entire SCTB Board of Directors had just resigned en masse. Paid membership was
at rock-bottom, dangling by barely over 30 members. And the then-president had just announced
by Facebook message that unless other club members stepped up to save it, the 34-year-old
club's death was imminent.
A small group of us did step up. June Empfield became vice president, taking responsibility for the
ride schedule. Desiree Lerro took half of the membership job and graciously offered to host our
meetings at her peaceful farm in Dunnellon. Denise Sistarelli, bless her, took over as secretary.
Marilee McGinnis volunteered to edit a newsletter. Catherine York agreed to continue with the
Alzheimer's ride. Pat Nicholls pitched in too. And I became president, which of course meant that
all other vacant positions-- public relations, treasurer, website manager, and the other half of
membership, also fell to me. We later expanded Marilee McGinnis's role to also serve as
Treasurer and website manager, which eased the burden a lot. I wish to thank each and every
one of those mentioned here for heroically sticking with the mission of saving the club.
Now, 10 months later, I am pleased to report that all our efforts have borne fruit. Paid membership
has more than doubled, with longtime members renewing and many new members joining. Our
growth in membership shows there is significant enthusiasm for the current direction of the club
and its mission, resulting in members reaching out to their friends and inviting them to join. Bravo!
Our camping trips and day rides regularly draw a good number of riders, ranging from a handful to
22 riders strong at Inglis Island in January 2021. Our yearly Ride to End Alzheimer's raised the
second highest total of donations in its seven-year history, even in a raging pandemic. And our
club received unprecedented publicity for its socially-distanced Alzheimer's ride, with a color photo
spread in Ocala Style magazine along with coverage by the Ocala Gazette and Horse Talk. Not to
mention recognition as the top fundraising event by the central Florida chapter of the Alzheimer's
Association.
Sun Country Trail Blazers is now in good shape, and it is time to hand it off to a new leadership team. This time, expect no mass
resignation; instead, I appointed a nominating committee to field nominations in an orderly way, and that committee led by Catherine
has been doing an excellent job and promises to have a slate of officers ready for your vote at the club's annual meeting, scheduled
for April 10 at the Landbridge. I hope you will make efforts to attend, ride with us, and cast your vote.
As I have always maintained, Marion County, as home to the Horse Capital of the World and much of the unparalleled Florida
Greenway, above all other Florida counties deserves an active, well-run trail riding club. Are other improvements needed?
Definitely. The club needs a general liability insurance coverage policy, which I hope may still happen sooner rather than later. And
although we now have an electronic version of the membership list, improvements can always be made to that as well, to make it
more user-friendly, current and complete. The club also needs to guard against "cliques" developing among its members -- a
common problem among volunteer groups. All must feel welcome at all times, in all ways, at all events. And finally, it needs more
consistent volunteering from the members to lead rides, organize campouts, and help with the myriad tasks of keeping a club
humming along smoothly.
Often in life, we reach a juncture where we realize we can't do it all. So I am now turning my attention to my beloved Paso Finos,
focusing my energies at the national level on the Amateur Committee of the Paso Fino Horse Association, which drafted me for a
second time in February, and the Board of Directors of the Ocala Paso Fino Horse Association, where it is my delight to work closely
with one of my best friends in Ocala, the wonderful and amazing Alei Ortiz. And of course, I will continue as a trophy hunter at Paso
Fino shows on a local, regional, and national level. The PFHA's Grand National Championship show will be held in September at
none other than Ocala's fabulous new World Equestrian Center, and again the following year. Something exciting to look forward to!
Thank you for letting me serve as your president, which has been a fun challenge. Although I leave the leadership team, I will
happily continue as a member, attending rides and cheering you on from the sidelines. Please accept my kind regards always and
best wishes. See you on the trail! KK
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SCTB Board of Directors
2021
President
Karen “KK” Kraushaar
kktrailrider@gmail.com

302.467.6433

Vice President June Empfield
trailrider529@icloud.com

954.263.3964

Secretary

Denise Sistarelli

Treasurer
Marilee McGinnis
shadowfoxfarm@hotmail.com

352.615.9191
561.723.3615

Membership
Alzheimers Ride
cyork1022@gmail.com

Catharine York

708.310.0282

Banquet
Trail Rides & Camping
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Upcoming
Rides & Events
March-April

March 12-14 St. Patrick’s Day Campout, Lower
Wekiva Fechtel, TB Eula Scott

March 27

Obstacle Fun Day, Greener Side

Ranch, Beverly Hills, $15 per person, 10a.m.-3
p.m.

April 10

Annual Meeting & Elections, Landbridge Trailhead, Ride out at 10 a.m. Meeting to
follow at noon. Lunch will be provided.

See Facebook for details and updates.

Greenway Equestrian Trail Cleanup Dates
March 20

25th Ave Trailhead

“Nicole’s Law”
This law requires any child under the age of 16 years and riding an
equine on any public lands, roads, or trails to wear a certified helmet.

www.flahorse.com/sftrb

3

Sun Country Trail Blazers Ocala

March 2021

St. Patrick’s Day
Campout
Join us the weekend of
March 12-14.
Trail Boss, Eula Scott
Guest Trail Boss, Cathy Weeks
This is a beautiful campground with a
bath house and paddocks and stalls for
the horses. You may use electric fences
or tie outs, but there isn't water at the
camping areas, Primitive camping.
Make a reservation, $5 per night, by calling Lower Wekiva Springs State Park,
407-552-4383 in advance. When you make your reservation you will get the gate code.
Our guest Trail Boss, Cathy Weeks, will be available to talk about traveling around the
U.S. with your horse. She lives full tie in her LQ and is getting close to having rides in all
50 states.
Stay tuned to additional information.
If you have questions, call Marilee at 561.723.3615.
Directions: The Northern Entrance into the Lower Wekiva River Preserve State Park is
located oﬀ of S.R. 44 in Pine Lakes. From S.R. 44, turn south onto Oak Avenue. and
west onto Swift Road. Follow Swift Road to the end of the paved road and turn south
into the Preserve (address: 38015 Fechtel Rd, Eustis, FL, 32726).
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner Saturday night. Bring your own plates, forks, and
drinks.
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Call for Nominations
We are pleased to announce the opening of
nominations for officers of SCTB for the
2021/22 season. Please email your
nominations to nominationssctb@gmail.com.
Please include which post you are nominating
for, the person’s name and contact info.

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasure
Membership
Public Relations/Media

These are the positions on the board:

Please email nominations by March 15,2021.
After the deadline we will announce the voting process. Your input amd votes matter.
Thank you.
Happy Trails To All.
If you have questions feel free to email us.
The Nominating Committee:
Pat Nichols
Catherine York
Terry Stidham
Elections will be held at the annual Membership Meeting on April 10, 2021 at the Landbridge
Trailhead at noon.
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OBSTACLE PLAY DAY
MARCH 27
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
$15 per person
Greener Side Ranch
Beverly Hills
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & ELECTIONS
April 10, 2021
Landbridge Trailhead
Trail ride at 10 a.m.
Meeting to follow at noon
Lunch will be provided
Social Distancing Please!
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INGLIS ISLAND RIDE
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Flying Eagle Campout
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SUN COUNTRY TRAIL BLAZERS
www.suncountrytrailblazers.com
MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT AND RELEASE WAIVER 2021-2022

Membership Dues (April-April, Circle one) Single $20 Family $30
Guest $10
PLEASE PRINT
Name(s)________________________________________________________________________
Home Address___________________________________________________________________
City____________________________ State__________________ Zip______________________ EMERGENCY
CONTACT _________________________________________________________
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER___________________________________________________
Home Phone_________________________ Cell Phone________________________________ Email
Address___________________________________@_____________________________
NAMES OF ALL MINOR PARTICIPANTS FOR WHOM I AM LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE:
1._______________________ 2._______________________3.__________________________
THE Sun Country Trail Blazers (SCTB) AND ITS BOARD OF DIRECTORS DOES NOT GUARANTEE YOUR SAFETY.
1. Voluntary Participation The undersigned agree, for myself and/or on behalf of my child, spouse, or legal ward, that we are
voluntarily participating in activities sponsored by the Sun Country Trail Blazers. (hereinafter SCTB) and that I/we participate in these
events at our own risk of injury or property damage as I/we may incur in relation to such activities.
2. Incident Cost Responsibility and Medical Insurance Disclosure I agree that I/we will be responsible for any and all costs incurred by
us for injury or property damage I/we may incur and that I/we are covered by accident-medical insurance coverage now in force.
3. Personal Responsibility I agree that I am responsible for the negligent acts of my family members, other members of my
household, and/or legal wards.
4. Personal Financial Losses I agree that I am responsible for my own financial loss in relation to the theft or damage to my tack,
equipment, vehicles, trailers, and horses while participating in these events.
5. Protective Headgear Warning I agree that I am aware that SCTB. recommends that I purchase and wear protective headgear
which meets or exceeds the quality standards of the Certified ASTM Standard F1163 Equestrian Helmet, while riding, being, and
working near horses. I understand that the wearing of such headgear while mounting, riding, dismounting, and otherwise being near
horses may reduce severity of the wearer’s head injuries and possibly prevent the wearer’s death as the result of a fall from a horse
or other occurrences. “Nicole’s Law” requires any child under the age of 16 years and riding an equine on any public lands,
roads, or trails to wear a certified helmet.
6. Liability Release I agree that I hereby, for myself , my family members, my heirs, administrators, personal; representatives, and
assigns, do agree to hold harmless, release and discharge SCTB , its officers, directors, representatives, assigns, members,
premises owners, affiliated organizations, insurers, and others acting on its behalf, from any and all claims demands, causes of
actions, and legal liability, whether the same be known or unknown, anticipated or unanticipated, while participating in or attending
any SCTB activity. I do further agree that I shall bring no claims, demands, legal actions and causes of action against SCTB. and/or
its officers, directors, representatives, assigns, members, premises owners, affiliated organizations, insurer, or other acting on behalf
of SCTB, as stated above in this clause for any economic or non-economic losses due to bodily injury, death, and/or property damage
sustained by me and/or my minor child or legal ward in relation to the operations of SCTB including, but not limited to, riding,
handling, or otherwise being near horses or other equine species.
7. Zero Liability Under Florida law, an equine activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for an injury to, or death of, a
participant in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities.
STATEMENT OF AWARENESS: The undersigned, being of legal age, have read and understand the foregoing agreement and
release.
EACH LEGAL AGE PARTICIPANT, PARENT, OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF THE MINOR PARTICIPANTS LISTED ABOVE MUST SIGN
BELOW:

Signature:______________________________________________DATE___________________________
Signature:______________________________________________________DATE___________________________
Interested in helping on a committee? Trail Riding______Camping________ Banquet_________
Alzheimer’s Ride___________Webpage__________Officer___________Other_______________
Mail this application and check with self-addressed stamped envelope to:
SCTB P.O. Box 773034 Ocala FL 34477-3034
www.flahorse.com/sftrb
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SCTB Discounts
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