
STAR SCHOOL

USDA – OAO – PROGRAM   

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
 Assist SDA, veteran, and beginning producers in owning and operating successful 

agribusinesses and improve  their in USDA programs and services    
 Build relationships between current and perspective, veteran, and beginning producers and 

USDA local, state, regional, and national offices
 Introduce agriculture related information to SDA, veteran, and beginning producers through 

innovative outreach and technical assistance 
 Introduce agricultural education targeting SDA youth, veteran and beginning producers
 Develop local capacity to provide continued outreach, assistance, and training in the future

FREE SERVICES – to Eligible Farmers/Ranchers 
 Outreach and Agricultural Education 
 Workshops, in-class presentations, hands-on training

 Technical Assistance
 Sustainable Business Assistance 
 Agricultural Project/Program Development 
 USDA Grant and Loan Application Assistance 

 Innovative Training and Technology Demonstration
 Greenhouse Technology Demonstration 
 Demonstration of Renewable Water/Energy Technologies for 

Sustainable Agriculture 

Dr. Mark Sorensen, Program Manager
(928) 415-4157

mark.sorensen@starschool.org

Dr. Ilse Rojas, Program Engineer
(520) 877-2697

ilse.rojas@aatechsolar.com

"OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED (SDA), 
VETERAN & BEGINNING  FARMERS/RANCHERS  IN NAVAJO NATION“

Funding Provided by USDA’s Office of Advocacy and Outreach


