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THE	  HIBISCUS	  LEAFLET
Publication	  of	  the	  Coral	  Gables	  Garden	  Club

“Tis	   the	   season”……..these	   three	   little	  words	   mean	  
so	  much	   for	   so	  many	   people.	   For	  me	   it	   is	   a	   time	   of	  
celebration	  with	   family	  and	  friends. 	  It	  is	  about	  sharing	  
my	  good	  fortune	  with	  those	  less	  fortunate.	  It	  is	  a	  time	  
to	   be	   thankful	   for	  
food	   for	   there	   are	  
many	   that	   walk	   in	  
h u n g e r ;	   t o	   b e	  
thankful	   for	   faith	  
for	   there	   are	   many	  
that	  walk	  in	   fear;	  to	  
be	   thankfu l	   for	  
friends	   in	   a	   world	  
where	   many	   walk	  
alone.
A	   special	   time	   of	  
the	   year	   is	   just	  
a r o u n d	   t h e	  
corner….our	  41st	   Holiday	  Home	  Tour!	  We	  are	  thankful	  
for	  our	  most	  generous	  homeowners	   that	   allow	  us	   to	  
showcase	   their	   homes	   in	   order	   to	   benefit	   our	  
community.	   	  Gloria	  Zannis	   and	  Jeanne	  Ann	  Moorman	  
have	   helped	   us	   to	   put	   our	   best	   foot	   forward	   by	  
highlighting	  our	  many	  skills	  of	  decorating,	  baking	  and	  
welcoming	  everyone	  to	  the	  tour.	  
Our	   December	   program	   will	   be	   extra	   special	  
celebrating	  “Christmas	  Joy”	  with	  Will	  Spanheimer	  who	  
has	   performed	   in	   many	   venues	   around	   the	   U.S	   and	  
worldwide	  venues.	  We	  are	  indeed	  fortunate!
At	   our	   November	   meeting	   Nomenclature	   segment	  
Betsy	  Tilghman	   talked	  of	   the	  demise	   of	   the	   Monarch	  
Butterfly.	   Last	  year’s	  migration	   numbers	   of	   a	   low	  60	  
million	  has	  been	  reduced	  to	  a	  mere	  3	  million	  this	  year	  if	  
these	   numbers	   continue,	   “this	   spectacular	   migration	  
could	   be	   near	   collapse.”	   Butterfly	   gardens	   are	   the	  
‘drive-‐thru’	   for	   butterflies	   and	   trees	   are	   “not	   only	  
grocery	  stores,	   but	   insect	   “pharmacies”	   for	   not	  only	  
butterflies	   but	   bees	   as	   well.	   So	   ask	   Santa	   for	  
natives…..plants,	   shrubs	   and	   trees….so	   that	  we	   are	  
able	  to	  do	  our	  part	  and	  help	  end	  this	  terrible	  demise.

	   	  

President’s Message:

President, Sharon Trbovich 
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Sandy	  Milledge	  sent	  me	  a	  link	  to	  an	  article	   relating	   to	  
hurricane	  Haiyan	  and	  how	  preventable	  the	  destruction	  
could	  have	  been.	  “Some	  of	  the	  destruction	  could	  have	  
been	   prevented….not	   with	   seawalls	   or	  dykes	   –	   with	  
mangrove	  trees.	  That’s	  because	  mangroves	   provide	  a	  
natural	   buffer	   that	   slows	   down	   inland	   tidal	   surges,	  
absorbing	  70	   –	   90%	   of	   a	  normal	  wave’s	   impact”.	  The	  
people	  of	  Tacloban	   said	  “we	  were	  ready	  for	  the	  wind.	  
We	  were	  not	   ready	   for	   the	   water”.	  I	  am	   so	  proud	  of	  
the	  nearly	  60	  ladies	  that	  grew	  their	  pups	  knowing	  that	  
someday	  we	   may	   help	   our	  lovely	  Coral	   Gables	   in	   the	  
event	  of	  a	  future	  hurricane.	  After	  a	  failed	  attempt	  due	  
to	  a	  very	  stormy	  day	  we	  will	  make	  a	  second	  go	  of	  it	  in	  
January	   and	   we	   hope	   to	   see	   many	   of	   you	   at	   the	  
planting!
So…..as	   you	   go	   about	   your	   holiday	   preparations	  
remember	   the	   Garden	   Club	   and	   all	   the	   wonderful	  
happenings! 	   Come	   to	   a	   meeting. 	   If	   you	   need	  
transportation, 	  give	   me	   a	   call….we’ll	   get	   you	   there!	  
Last	   year	   I	   ended	   with	   these	   words	   by	   Henry	  
Wadsworth	   Longfellow	   and	   they	   still	   mean	   a	   lot	   to	  
me……..
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  “I	  heard	  the	  bells	  on	  Christmas	  Day
	   Their	  old,	  familiar	  carols	  play,
	   And	  wild	  and	  sweet
	   The	  words	  repeat
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Of	  peace	  on	  earth,	  good	  will	  to	  men!”

May	  2014	  bring	  each	  of	  you	  good	  health	  and	  happiness.

Prospective	  Members	  welcome...
Ladies	  now	  is	  a	  good	  time	  to	  bring	  those	  prospective	  members	  to	  
a	  general	  meeting	  where	  they	  can	  be	  introduced	  as	  a	  guest.	  
Remember	  the	  prospective	  members	  will	  need	  letters	  from	  one	  
(1)	  sponsor	  and	  (2)	  endorsers
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐-‐Kathy	  Limmiatis,	  Membership	  Chairman.

Courtesy:
Graham	  Miller	  longtime	  friend	  of	  the	  Coral	  Gables	  Garden	  Club,	  
always	  playing	  at	  our	  Garden	  Tour,	  fell	  in	  his	  summer	  home	  and	  is	  
recovering	  at	  a	  Rehab	  Center	  in	  Waynesville	  until	  January.	  Get	  
Well	  notes	  can	  be	  sent	  to	  him	  at	  The	  Smokey	  Mountain	  Rehab	  
Center	  ,	  1349	  Crabrtree	  Road,	  Room	  306,	  Waynesville,	  NC	  28785.	  
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Angels	  Trumpet–	  .#%&/*,01*'2)#013$4$#

	  I	  walk	  my	  dog	  at	  night.	  	  A	  few	  doors	  down	  a	  neighbor	  
grows	  an	  Angels’	  Trumpet	  close	  to	  the	  sidewalk,	  and	  so	  
often	  the	  intoxicating	  perfume	  of	  this	  tree	  envelopes	  
me	  in	  a	  love	  of	  living	  in	  the	  tropics	  (OK,	  subtropics).	  	  
Angels’	  Trumpets	  
bloom	  year	  
round,	  but	  they	  
love	  cool	  nights	  
best.	  The	  large,	  
pendulous,	  
trumpet	  shaped	  
flowers	  develop	  
seemingly	  
overnight,	  and	  
bam,	  here	  is	  that	  
heady	  smell	  
again!	  	  To	  be	  the	  
graceful	  tree	  it	  can	  be	  it	  needs	  plenty	  of	  sun,	  and	  rich,	  
moist,	  but	  not	  waterlogged	  soil.	  	  Its	  flowers	  come	  in	  
shades	  of	  white,	  yellow, pink,	  orange,	  green	  or	  red,	  and	  
the	  tree	  grows	  to	  
about	  15’,	  so	  it	  is	  not	  a	  big	  tree,	  and	  thus	  could	  fit	  into	  
many	  a	  small	  garden.	  	  Unfortunately,	  as	  we	  all	  know,	  all	  
parts	  of	  the tree are toxic.  But those toxicants are 
intoxicating!
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  55.)(06'!14&"/*,

CAN YOU
NAME THAT

 PLANT?

"Congratulations	  Donna	  Box	  and	  Brenda	  Martinez!	  	  
These	  two	  correct	  guesses	  came	  into	  my	  computer	  
THREE	  minutes	  apart.	  Given	  that	  cyberspace	  is	  a	  mystery	  
to	  many	  of	  us,	  we	  are	  considering	  this	  to	  be	  a	  tie!	  	  The	  
photo	  showed	  a	  depiction	  of	  the	  Bat	  Flower	  plant,	  a	  
member	  of	  the	  !*33*'genus.	  	  Brenda	  has	  one	  in	  her	  
garden	  and	  loves	  it.

Here	  is	  this	  month's	  plant,	  which	  may	  be	  familiar	  to	  some	  
of	  our	  gardeners.	  	  Give	  it	  a	  go!	  	  Email	  me	  your	  guess	  at	  
betsytilghman@yahoo.com.

“Alligator	  Pears”	  once	  used	  instead	  
of	  butter..
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Buttery	  is	  the	  word	  often	  used	  to	  describe	  the	  
texture	  of	  a	  fully	  ripe	  avocado.	  In	  fact	  when	  Key	  
West	  and	  the	  Keys	  were	  not	  connected	  to	  the	  
mainland,	  avocados	  were	  used	  as	  a	  butter	  
substitute.	  Natives	  called	  them	  “Alligator	  Pears”.	  
Avocados	  never	  ripen	  on	  a	  tree.	  They	  must	  fall	  or	  
be	  picked.	  In	  which	  case	  it	  may	  take	  three	  to	  eight	  
days	  for	  them	  to	  be	  table-‐ready.
Avocado	  varieties	  do	  not	  come	  true	  from	  seed,	  as	  
many	  people	  hope.	  They	  take	  much	  longer	  to	  fruit	  
than	  a	  grafted	  tree	  and	  may	  only	  produce	  a	  few	  
precious	  fruit.

..as excerpted from a March 18, 1977 copy of  The Miami Herald, 
found inside a treasured copy of  Nixon Smiley’s Florida Gardening 
Month by month. 
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The	  National	  Garden	  Club,	  Inc.	  Landscape	  Design	  Course	  1	  was	  sponsored	  by	  
the	  Florida	  Federation	  of	  Garden	  Clubs,	  District	  XII	  in	  Miramar	  recently.	  	  
Three	  Coral	  Gables	  Garden	  Club	  members	  attended	  the	  seminars,	  November	  
12-‐13.	  They	  were	  Ana	  Lam,	  Kay	  Murff,	  and	  Donna	  Box.	  

Two	  days	  of	  classes	  included	  lectures	  by	  professors	  from	  FIU,	  several	  
landscape	  architects	  and	  designers	  and	  horticulturists.	  Topics	  of	  lectures	  
ranged	  from	  the	  history	  of	  gardens	  in	  early	  civilizations	  to	  the	  Renaissance	  
and	  later	  English	  and	  French	  landscape	  designs;	  how	  the	  environment	  and	  
societal	  factors	  influences	  our	  appreciation	  and	  organization	  of	  landscape	  
design;	  the	  basic	  steps	  of	  how	  to	  develop	  a	  site	  from	  survey	  to	  the	  creation	  
of	  a	  master	  plan;	  the	  use	  of	  color	  in	  the	  garden;	  and	  the	  influence	  of	  the	  
environment	  on	  the	  ultimate	  plan.	  There	  was	  also	  a	  Field	  Trip	  to	  the	  Miramar	  
Town	  Hall	  Center	  with	  a	  guided	  tour	  by	  internationally	  known	  landscape	  
architect	  David	  Murakami	  who	  developed	  this	  public	  space.	  
Ultimately,	  there	  was	  a	  test	  over	  the	  materials	  covered.	  	  The	  course	  was	  the	  

first	  in	  a	  series	  of	  four	  leading	  to	  the	  award	  of	  a	  Consultants	  Certification	  
Card,	  a	  NGC	  credential.	  	  We	  are	  fortunate	  that	  the	  course	  has	  been	  brought	  
to	  South	  Florida.	  	  The	  next	  course	  will	  be	  in	  March	  25-‐26,	  2014	  at	  the	  same	  
location.	  	  If	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  attending	  the	  next	  seminar,	  let	  our	  District	  
XII	  Director,	  Marylou	  Ruiz,	  know	  of	  your	  intentions	  (the	  sooner	  the	  better	  –	  
as	  the	  class	  size	  is	  
limited	  to	  40).	  	  	  Or	  
ask	  for	  	  registration	  
information	  from	  
the	  Registrar,	  
Deborah	  Smith,	  
Cada.smith@att.net.	  
You	  can	  take	  the	  
course	  in	  any	  order	  
for	  certification,	  or	  
you	  can	  attend	  just	  
for	  the	  fun	  of	  

learning	  about	  
landscape	  design.	  	  Speak	  to	  any	  one	  of	  those	  who	  attended	  and	  they	  
will	  tell	  you	  how	  much	  they	  learned	  and	  how	  they	  really	  enjoyed	  the	  
experience.

FYI:	  	  An	  interesting	  opportunity	  for	  continued	  learning	  is	  being	  offered	  
January	  29-‐30	  by	  the	  Florida	  Federation	  of	  Garden	  Clubs,	  District	  X	  in	  
West	  Palm	  Beach.	  	  It’s	  the	  Tropical	  Short	  Course	  entitled	  “Tropical	  
Treasures”.	  	  It	  has	  a	  more	  varied	  program	  with	  talks	  not	  only	  on	  landscaping,	  but	  also	  on	  floral	  arranging,	  house	  plants,	  and	  
ecology.	  Included	  is	  a	  guided	  tour	  of	  the	  Mounts	  Botanical	  Garden.	  	  Registration	  closes	  on	  January	  15,	  2014	  and	  seating	  is	  
assigned	  in	  order	  of	  receipt	  of	  registration.	  	  Go	  to	  the	  FFGC	  website,	  www.ffgc.org,	  for	  all	  the	  information	  on	  this	  interesting	  
course.	  	  Overnight	  accommodations	  can	  be	  arranged	  at	  La	  Quinta	  or	  Red	  Roof	  Inn	  in	  West	  Palm	  Beach.

CORAL	  GABLES	  GARDEN	  CLUB	  MEMBERS	  ATTEND:

FFGC	  	  DISTRICT	  XII	  LANDSCAPE	  DESIGN	  COURSE

Architect, David Murakami leads tour

Miramar Town Hall Center

Miramar Town Hall Center patio area

mailto:Cada.smith@att.net
mailto:Cada.smith@att.net
http://www.ffgc.org
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December 11, 2013 Meeting Information:

General Meeting: 10:30 am - Danielson Gallery.
11:30 lunch.
Program: “Christmas Joy” with Will Earl Spanheimer
Hostesses: Mary Frances Irvin, Ginger Jochem, 
Mona Coll, Nita Norman and Derita Downey

CGGC	  House	  Tour	  Update:
Plans	   for	   our	   Holiday	   Home	   Tour	   “Sunday	   by	   the	  
Bay”	  continue	  to	  progress.	  Five	  beautiful	  and	  unique	  
homes	  will	  be	  showcased	  on	   Sunday,	  December	  8th,	  
2013	  form	  1:00	  PM	  to	  4:00	  PM.
It	  takes	  the	  time	  and	  talents	  of	   all	  of	   us	  to	  make	  our	  
main	   fundraiser	  a	   success.	  If	   you	   have	   not	  done	   so	  
already,	  please	   contact	  any	  of	   the	  Committee	  Chairs	  
to	  volunteer	  to	  be	  hostesses,	  ticket	  takers	  or	  design	  
divas.
Presidents	  Tea-‐
Please	   do	  not	   forget	   that	  each	  member	  is	   asked	  to	  
bring	   2	   dozen	   cookies	   for	   the	   Presidents’	   Tea	   ,	   to	  
serve	  our	  guests.
Let	   us	   continue	   in	   our	   lovely	   tradition,	   by	  working	  	  
together	  to	  ensure	  that	  our	  Holiday	  Home	  Tour	  is	  a	  
successful	  and	  joyful	  event.

We	  are	  so	  excited	  that	  member	  France	  Ingraham’s	  
fabulous	  French	  	  restaurant	  	  will	  be	  open	  for	  lunch	  
or	  dinner	  before	  or	  after	  the	  Home	  Tour.	  	  If	  you	  
mention	  you	  are	  from	  the	  Garden	  Club	  she	  will	  give	  
you	  a	  complimentary	  mimosa.	  	  Check	  out	  the	  web	  
site	  and	  terrific	  menus.	  266	  Miracle	  Mile,	  Coral	  
Gables,	  FL	  33134	  
CALL	  for	  a	  reservation	  305)	  448-‐8984	  
http://leprovencalrestaurant.com	  

Mary	  Bunge	  who	  is	  chairing	  the	  Bake	  Sale	  for	  the	  
Tour,	  requests	  Holiday	  goodies	  of	  your	  favorite	  
recipes.	  Wrap	  goodies	  in	  something	  festive,	  identify	  
product,	  but	  do	  not	  include	  a	  price	  .	  Please	  bring	  
your	  dessert	  to	  Mary	  Bunge’s	  home	  at	  919	  Tendilla	  
on	  Saturday,	  December	  7	  from	  10:00	  am	  to	  5:00	  pm.	  
If	  you	  have	  a	  question,	  please	  call	  Mary	  at	  
305-‐448-‐5741.
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TICKET	  TAKERS	  	  We	  still	  need	  5	  ticket	  takers	  for	  the	  
second	  shift	  for	  Dec	  8th.	  PLease	  contact	  Denny	  
Campbell	  	  	  at	  	  denny322@att.net	  	  or	  305	  567-‐3068

Photos taken by Sherry Jordan at our 
November General Meeting:
Above: Ana Mae Simpson with guest 
Stephani Caravetta. (r-top) Sallye 
Jude’s arrangement for monthly flower 
show (r-bottom) Workshop centerpiece 
by Sharon Trbovich and below...Liz 
Gallagher, Mary Whitcomb and 
Nancy Iliffe.
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