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Behind the Battle-
ground States

U.S. Presidential elections are sprawling affairs, with mail-in voting that
begins weeks ahead of Election Day on Nov. 5 and in-person voting that
begins at midnight that Tuesday in the small New Hampshire town of
Dixville Notch and continues until voting ends at 7 p.m. in the Hawaiian-
Aleutian time zone, already the next day back east. But in the U.S. system,
that popular vote doesn’t determine the outcome.

Each state gets a certain number of votes based on its size in what is called
the Electoral College. Those votes are awarded on a state-by-state basis,
and in all but two states - Maine and Nebraska - the winner takes all. Be-
cause many states vote dependably for Democrats or Republicans in presi-
dential elections, the outcome usually rests on a handful of places where
the election is truly competitive - the battlegrounds.

This year seven states are regarded as the battlegrounds. They include
old-line manufacturing powerhouses that have had a tough transition to
the 21st century economy, and fast growing southern states that used to
be dependably Republican but are becoming more diverse. All seven have
experienced demographic changes that may play into the outcome.

The battlegrounds have changed over time as the country’s economic and
demographic trends have shifted populations around. Florida and Ohio,
for example, had been tightly contested in past elections, but now lean
Republican in presidential votes. On the other hand shifting demograph-
ics have put southern states like North Carolina and Georgia into play for
Democrats.
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US voters press Congress
candidates to fix housing crisis

From suburban New York to rural
Montana, candidates for U.S.
Congress are getting an earful from
voters stressed by stratospheric
housing costs, interviews with
Democratic and Republican cam-
paigns and Reuters/Ipsos polling
showed.

At campaign stops in his New York
state district, Democratic U.S.
Representative Pat Ryan said in

an interview that people regularly
complain about having trouble
finding a house or apartment they
can afford. He is seeking to hold
his seat, one of a couple dozen tight
races his party must win in the
Nov. 5 elections if it is to capture a
majority in the House of Represen-
tatives.

“I would say right now ... in the
whole region — the Hudson Val-
ley north of New York City — the
No. 1 point of economic pain and
pressure is housing affordability,”
said Ryan, who wants money from
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Democratic President Joe Biden’s
$1 trillion infrastructure law to aid
housing construction.

A Reuters/Ipsos opinion poll in
May found voters rated the scar-
city and cost of housing as their
second-most important economic
worry, after fears of stagnating
income and rising prices.

Economic concerns are also cen-
tral to the contest between Biden
and Republican challenger Donald
Trump. The winner’s ability to en-
act his agenda will hinge partly on
who controls Congress.

Home prices nationally have risen
about 50% in the last five years,
with rent increases not far behind
at 35%, according to real estate ser-
vice firm Zillow. In Kingston, New
York, about 100 miles (160 km)
north of New York City and partly
in Ryan’s district, home values are
up by 75% while rents have risen
58% in that period.
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A healthcare Talk show hosted by Dr Rahman Mohammed an Emer-
gency Medicine physician, where current Medical topics are discussed
from perspective of Modern medicine and Spirituality by the experts.
Definitely don’t miss out and get benefitted.

(®\THE
DOCTORS

16:\5 C‘?E;?%

= 8
A eul'fhé?‘a re
Talk Show

An intersection of

Modern Medicine
& Spirituality.

Hosat By:
Dr. Rahman Mohammed, MD
Emergency Medicine

Listen from
Specialists & Scholars

sDoctorsCouch-sdéck

www.thedoctorscouch.com

YOUR MEDICARE, SIMPLIFIED

I'm Shawkat Mohammed, a licensed agent in
Irving, Texas. When it comes to Medicare, it's
important to consider all your options. What
works well for your neighbor may not be the
best fit for you.

| know the ins and outs of Medicare and | am
ready to answer your questions and help you
find a plan that fits your budget & needs.

CALL NOW
FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Shawkat Mohammed

817-320-9439
813-510-9666

._ Bestcoverage4u@gmail.com

ISNA Convention in Dallas

The city’s Anatole Convention Center is hosting the event, attended by
about 20,000 Muslim community members.

On the first day of the convention on Friday, ISNA’s central president and
other officials held a joint press conference, announcing that more than
150 prominent speakers have been invited to address the convention.

In addition to roundtable discussions and interfaith receptions, other
activities have also been organized. The ISNA Bazaar has been set up with

......

over 350 booths. The convention includes recreational activities such as
sports and entertainment programs, with performances by singers and
Qawwali sessions.
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After the Friday prayers on the first day, the inaugural ceremony was at-
tended by multiple officials and different faith members and community
leaders.

ISNA, the largest representative organization of Muslims in the region,
organizes the convention in different states across the United States every
year. The convention in Dallas marks the first such event in ISNA’s 61-
year history.

It is the largest gathering of Muslims in the United States, which is at-
tended by individuals from other faiths, international leaders, and senior
federal government officials.

Following the press conference, talking to Geo News, ISNA President
Safaa Zarzour, Convention Chair Azhar Azeez, Mujeeb Qazi, the first
Muslim chaplain in the American Army, Attorney Khalid Hamideh,
Jabeen, Rifaat Malik, and others stated that officials from the White
House, as well as local, state, and federal levels, would participate in
ISNA’s programs.

The purpose of holding this convention is to unite people of various faiths
under the theme of peace and goodwill. Additionally, the convention will
address issues faced by the Muslim community in North America and
apply pressure on American officials to resolve international issues affect-
ing Muslims, including Palestine, Jammu & Kashmir, and Sudan, among
other countries.

In his opening address, Zarzour stated that the convention is an excellent
platform for people of different religions within society.

He emphasized that this is not just an event for Muslims but an event for
all of America.

SIA9Yd NOLSNOH-SYTIVA

“It serves as an excellent mean of representation for individuals from
various faiths, their families, businesses, and volunteer organizations,” he
said.

IQNA
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Dr. Basheer Ahmed’s Speech at ISNA

Muslim Americans for Human Rights organized
a seminar at 61st Annual Convention of ISNA
on September 1. 2024 in Dallas, TX.

In a brilliant speech at a recent ISNA convention
in Dallas, Dr. Basheer Ahmed conveyed that the
Blasphemy Laws in some countries are going
too far. In the speech, he emphasized;

The Correct Way to Deal with Blasphemy

Dr. M. Basheer Ahmed highlights a critical
issue: anti-blasphemy laws, often intended to
protect religious sentiments, can paradoxically
incite greater hostility and violence. Instead of
maintaining social harmony, these laws fre-
quently become tools for personal vendettas and
societal discord, as public sentiments override
judicial processes.

As of 2014, 26% of the world’s countries still
enforced anti-blasphemy laws, according to a
Pew Research Center report. In some countries,
including Pakistan and India, these laws trace
back to the British colonial era, where they were
initially designed to curb communal tensions.
However, their misuse has transformed them
into mechanisms of oppression, stifling freedom
of expression and fueling communal violence. A
glaring example is the case of Junaid Hafeez, a
Pakistani academic who was accused of blasphe-
my in 2013. Despite maintaining his innocence,
Hafeez was sentenced to death and placed in
solitary confinement, demonstrating how such
laws can unjustly ruin lives.

ESTATE PLANNING
WEBINAR

www.Asia Times.US

The Quran and the teachings of Prophet Mu-
hammad (peace be upon him) offer a different
perspective on dealing with blasphemy. The
Quran advises believers to exercise patience and
ignore those who mock or ridicule religion. For
instance, Surah Al-Muzzammil (73:10) states,
“Have patience with what they say, and leave
them with noble dignity” Such verses emphasize
restraint over retribution, underscoring that
ultimate judgment lies with God alone.

The Prophet’s life further illustrates this ap-
proach. When an old woman who regularly
insulted him fell ill, he visited her, showing
compassion rather than anger. He also forgave
Suhail bin Amr, who had blasphemed against
him during the Battle of Badr, and rejected calls
to execute Abd Allah b. Ubayy, a known hypo-
crite. These examples highlight the Prophet’s
commitment to forgiveness, demonstrating that
responding to blasphemy with kindness rather
than violence aligns more closely with Islamic
teachings.

Historically, some Muslim scholars have justi-
fied harsh punishments for blasphemy based

on their interpretations of religious texts. How-
ever, contemporary scholars like Mohammad
Hashim Kamali and Taha Jaber Al-Alwani argue
that such rulings are not eternal norms but
rather reflections of specific historical contexts.
They point out that early scholars feared that
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apostates could join
enemy ranks and pose a
direct threat to Muslim
communities. In today’s
context, where there

are 1.8 billion Muslims
worldwide and established freedoms of speech
and religion, such fears are largely unfounded.
Examples of how anti-blasphemy laws incite
violence are plentiful. The extrajudicial killing
of university student Mashal Khan in 2017 by

a mob in Pakistan, Asia Bibi’s wrongful death
sentence in 2010, and the assassination of
prominent human rights lawyer Rashid Rehman
all reveal the dangerous consequences of these
laws. Public anger often supersedes legal judg-
ment, resulting in violence that contradicts both
Quranic principles and Prophetic teachings.
Ultimately, the correct response to blasphemy

is not punishment or retribution but patience
and education. Blasphemy laws do not protect
religion; instead, they perpetuate cycles of vio-
lence and injustice. The Quran and the Prophet
Muhammad’s example teach us to respond to
provocations with dignity and mercy, reminding
us that true strength lies in restraint and com-
passion. It is time to reevaluate the application
of these laws and align our responses with the
authentic values of Islam.
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Fundraising reception for
Congressman
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India’s Top Grade Music comnoser nwartl to Pandit Abhay Sonorl
Distinguished Santoor Maestro & Music Composer i IH il w || ‘ | . '.' il i ['.
Pandit Abhay Rustum Sopori has been awarded the ‘ l f"' \ ({ ’
‘Top Grade Music Composer’ award by All India Radio. ' vy A Wi
Dr. Santosh Nahar, well known Violinist & Deputy il ','I'd,l!'I @ﬁg il ' 4 M l :
Director Programmes, All India Radio and Sangeeta i l il T gL B 1l
Jain (TREX Policy), AIR, presented the certificate to . LR | | '
Pandit Abhay Rustum Sopori at Akashvani Bhavan, ‘ ' '
New Delhi. |

Pandit Abhay Sopori was earlier awarded the “Top I
Grade Artist’ award as a Santoor player by All India { IRV AR R
Radio in 2019. He expressed his heartfelt gratitude to | L I il |
All India Radio for bestowing upon him the second i | A
“Top Grade’ award, becoming the youngest artist in the | I
country to be awarded a double “Top Grade’ honour. | =
He said it’s a rare honour to be awarded a double Top | '(
Grade, both as a Santoor player and now Music Com- |
poser, and dedicated the honour to his father and guru,

the Great Saint - Music Legend Late Pandit Bhajan

Sopori, who is hailed as the Saint of Santoor and King [#1 =

% 8
of Strings. s \

Pandit Abhay Sopori represents the 300-year-old exclu- ."-;_N;-\H\
sive traditional Santoor family of the country with age- %
old Shaivite — Sufi roots. Regarded as a Cultural Icon of w
Jammu and Kashmir, Sopori has been instrumental in
introducing ‘Cultural Policy’ in J&K and also 1ntroduc— ———
ing music as a subject in various Districts of Jammu
and Kashmir creating new academic streams in colleges
and universities as well as new job opportunities for the
youth in J&K. His efforts have also paved the way for
the introduction of the PG Programme in Hindustani
Music in Kashmir earlier this year in June 2024. He has also composed 5
new ragas namely Raga Nirmalkauns, Mahakali, Sharda, Bhajaneshwari &
Bhagwati. He has been honoured with a number of awards in recognition
of his outstanding contribution and achievements in the field of music in-

s3Aovd 1vuo:iimu:um

cludlng the prestlglous Mahatma Gandhi Seva Medal, J&K Govt. Award,
Atal Shikhar Samman, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan National Award, Bharat
Shiromani Award, Dogri Award, etc.
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Meeting Rahul Gandhi ji Member of Parliament and opposition leader at exclusive dinner in Wash-
ington DC along with Sam Pitroda ji IOC chairman and Mohinder Singh IOC president

Lunch Reception at a banquet hall on Devon Ave, Chicé;;-o for Zafar
Sareshwala bussinessman and former Chancellor of Moulana Azad Urdu
University
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At Capital hills for a
briefing lunch along with
Sunny Gabhawala NFIA
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Ly Ticket Price $50,$ 80 & VIP (W/D) 6: 30 PM
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Monty s Elegant Banquet |

rsmm NEWS . “Zelle

708 S York Rd, Bensenville 1L 60106 847 8603607
=% By online Tickets: Buymeticket.com
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State Representative Syed Nabeela for IL 51 event with US
Senator Dick Durbin, Speaker of the Illinois House of Rep-
resentatives, Emanuel Christopher Welch, State Senator Ram
Villivalam and many more elected officials and community
members!!
Q
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¥ Great Fundraiser at Drury Lane Attended by i
N G | Dr Faiz Shareef, Br. Musa Azam and others g
At Thali Corner, Devon Ave, Chicago, From Left: ¥l
Shakeel Khan hayat Khan syed salman syed mukram naweed wn

Aziz vigar uddin Khan Saif Khan and mehdi khan

630.687.3720
173.856.7860

Cor ner WE HAVE INSURED, FULLY
BOOK YOUR EQUIPPED AND TRAINED STAFF

CATERING EVENT FOR YOUR CATERING INQUIRY CALL US

FOR OFFICE BUILDING, HOSPITAL,

PARTY EVENTS, BIRTHDAY, 2350 W DEVON AVE
WEDDING, AND ALL TYPES OF EVENTS CHICAGO, IL 60645
CONTACTS US

SIAOYd OOYIIHD



October 2024

www.Asia Times.US PAGE 15

Naperville Community hosted meet and greet
for Community Leader Ashl-'aq S ed

Naperville Community hosted meet and greet
for Community Leader Ashfaq Syed who is run-
ning for Naperville City Council

NAPERVILLE, IL - Naperville Community
hosted meet and greet for Community Leader
Ashfaq Syed who is running for Naperville City
Council.

Ashfaq Syed is running for Naperville City
Council because he believes in a Naperville that
works for every one of us. Our community is
diverse and vibrant, made up of people from all
walks of life. We all want the same things: safe
streets, responsible government, and a bright
tuture for our children, says Ashfaq Syed.

On the City Council, Ashfaq promised that he
would stand for unity and collaboration. He will
support Naperville’s public safety departments,
ensuring they have the resources they need to
keep the community safe. He will advocate for
responsible development that benefits every
neighborhood, balancing commercial and
residential growth to create a thriving economy.
He also aims to make Naperville a greener and
more sustainable city for future generations.

Ashfaq also said that one of his shared values

is recognizing the need for diverse perspec-
tives at all levels of decision making. “Everyone
in our community deserves a seat at the table.
When elected, I will put my best foot forward to
make Naperville one of the vibrant hubs of rich
cultural diversity, which is one of our greatest
strengths as a community”, Ashfaq stated.
Ashfaq believes that once the residents of

Naperville learn more about his
proven record of community
involvement, leadership, and vi-
sion for Naperville, they will come
forward to support him, in a big
way, in his campaign for Naperville
City Council.

Ashfaq’s passion for development of |
Naperville is reflected by the vari-
ous boards and committees that he
is committed to. He is President

of the Naperville Public Library
Board, a Board Member for Loaves
& Fishes, a Board Member for Na- |
perville Neighbors United, and the
Diversity Advisory Board for the
Daily Herald. He is also a gradu-
ate of the Naperville Citizen Police §
Academy and the Naperville Citizen
Fire Academy. Ashfaq has a success-|
ful career that spans over 28 years in
the Banking and Finance industries.
He lives in Naperville with his wife,
Ayeisha Osman, and three beautiful
children.

The event was attended by many
community members and lead-

ers who spoke including Aadil
Farid, Former ICN President, Sadia &
Covert, Dupage County Board
member, Dr. Tajammul Hussain,
Yasmeen Mozaffar, Shoaib Khadri,
Former ICN President & CIOGC
Board member, Ashraf Lakhani,
Owner, Embassy Suites, Naperville, Afzal
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i.f you disagree with Dr. Zakir Naik, then get up and prepare your question
paper and reach the seminar and ask for answers from the doctor. Take
your scholars with you and ask them for arguments. If they are unan-
swered, then you must criticize.
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COUNTRIES WITH THE HIGHEST
INDIAN POPULATION

Country name Overseas Indian population

4,460,000

iE The United States

== United Arab Emirates

£ Malaysia

= Saudi Arabia
;= Myanmar
F= United Kingdom
B Canada
2= South Africa
== Mauritius

== Singapore

Source: Global Immigration Sefvics

3,425,144
2,987,950

2,594,947
2,009,207
1,764,000

1,689,055
1,560,000
894,500

650,000
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Why Georgia could

It was no ordinary meeting of Georgia’s once-
staid election board.

The state panel gathered on Monday for its
second all-day meeting to discuss new election
rules, hurling accusations at one another while
its nonpartisan chairman banged his mallet,
calling for order.

The five members had gathered to discuss last
week’s 3-2 vote to approve a rule that requires
counties to hand count ballots on and after elec-
tion night.

In recent months, the panel’s new Republican
members have approved changes that have
sparked warnings this pivotal battleground state
could once again find itself at the centre of con-
fusion on and after Election Day.

After narrowly losing Georgia in 2020, Donald
Trump and his allies filed lawsuits and spread
unfounded allegations of election fraud, with
Trump at one point pressuring Georgia’s Repub-
lican Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger to
“find 11,780 votes” - the margin he lost by in the
Peach State.

Trump is currently fighting state criminal
charges of conspiring to overturn that defeat in
Georgia.

Since then, the drama has continued to play out
at the state election board level, with Demo-
cratic member Sarah Tindall Ghazal accusing
her Republican colleagues of being motivated by
“far right-wing beliefs”

Sowing seeds of doubt

Last Friday’s vote on the hand counting of bal-
lots in Georgia came after weeks of objection
from local election officials.

Poll supervisors in Georgia told the BBC the
new rule could cause problems on and after
Election Day, including delays in results report-
ing and human errors.

The new measure requires poll workers to hand
count ballots on election night - or in some
cases, the day after - to confirm that the number
of paper ballots matches the amount tabulated
by the machine.

Janelle King, a Republican who voted in favour
of the rule, told the BBC the measure aims to
ensure the accuracy of election results.

She noted that the rule does not require poll
workers to count the actual results on the bal-
lots, only the amount of papers.

“Our voters - I think they care more about accu-
racy than speed,” she said. “It’s the best practice”

www.Asia Times.US

of an election storm

Other election officials S
disagreed.

“It’s a recipe for di-
saster,” Anne Dover, a
Republican elections
director in Georgia’s
Cherokee County, told
the BBC.

Dover says the new
election rules are being
pushed by those who
fear the 2020 election
was fraudulent. She says |
her own husband has questioned the results of
the election four years ago in other parts of the
state.

“They’re just not in touch with how hard elec-
tions officials work to do a good job,” she said.

Ethan Compton, an elections supervisor in
Irwin County, Georgia, says the new rule will
slow down results reporting and “leave room for
chaos, and chaos can sow seeds of doubt”.

Compton worries that the aftermath of the
election in Georgia in 2024 could mirror the
events of four years ago, when Trump and his
allies cited hours of absentee-ballot counting

as evidence of voter fraud, undermining public
confidence in the election process.

This isn't the first change of voting rules to spark
uproar in an election year. Democrats triggered
lawsuits four years ago after they broadened use
of ballot drop boxes in Wisconsin and expanded
postal voting in Pennsylvania.

But the difference in Georgia is that criticism is
coming from both sides of the political aisle.

Georgias State Election Board comprises three
Republicans, one Democrat and a chairman ap-
pointed by the Republican governor.

The role was historically procedural and non-
partisan, but in the aftermath of the 2020
election, the panels have emerged as a political
lightning rod.

“Now, the job has turned into something that’s
like partisan football,” said Gowri Ramachan-
dran, director of elections and security at the
Brennan Center for Justice, a liberal non-profit.

The state board was previously chaired by Geor-
gia’s secretary of state, but Raffensperger’s fellow
Republicans pushed him out after the 2020
election, a move critics say was revenge for his
defence of the election results.

Since then, several Trump-aligned Republicans

PAGE 18
again be centre

have joined and won a majority on the board:
Ms King, Ms Johnston and former Republican
state senator Rick Jeffares.

During meetings, the board’s three new Repub-
lican members have advocated for a number of
changes to the state’s elections, including a rule
passed earlier this year that allows local election
boards to conduct “reasonable inquiries” into
election results before certifying them.

Ms King argues the rule will lead to “an increase
in certifications” because board members can
examine documents themselves.

“We want to make sure they have as much con-
fidence in that election as possible,” she said.
Trump has personally thanked Ms King and
her two newly appointed Republican board
members by name, saying at a rally in Atlanta in
August that the trio were “pit bulls fighting for
honesty, transparency and victory”.

Officials and election administration experts
said that although the state board’s rule changes
could bring disruption in November, they
believed Georgia’s broader voting laws would
ultimately pave the way for a secure presidential
election.

Some also said they remained concerned about
the damage that could be done to the public’s
trust in the election system.

Dover said the misinformation that circulated
during the last election led to bomb threats and
voicemails harassing election officials.

Peter Simmons, a Georgia policy strategist

with the non-profit Protect Democracy, which
describes itself as nonpartisan, noted that even
though Trump’s allegations of widespread fraud
in 2020 have never been substantiated, a large
portion of Americans still believe his claims.

“That’s essentially what has inspired this set of
actions [in Georgia] today,” Mr Simmons said.
Madeline Halpert

BBC News
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What are Harris and Trump’s policies?

American voters will face a clear choice for
president on election day, between Democratic
Vice-President Kamala Harris and Republican
Donald Trump.

Here's a look at what they stand for and how
their policies compare on different issues.
Economy

Harris has said her day-one priority would be
trying to reduce food and housing costs for
working families.

She promises to ban price-gouging on grocer-
ies, help first-time home buyers and provide
incentives to increase housing supply.

Trump has promised to “end inflation and
make America affordable again”.

He has promised to deliver lower interest rates,
something the president does not control, and
he says deporting undocumented immigrants
will ease pressure on housing.

Who won the Harris-Trump presidential de-
bate?

US election polls - is Harris or Trump ahead?
Comparing Biden’s economy to Trump’s
Abortion

Harris has made abortion rights central to her
campaign, and she continues to advocate for
legislation that would enshrine reproductive
rights nationwide.

Trump has struggled to find a consistent mes-
sage in recent weeks.

The three judges he appointed to the Supreme
Court while president were pivotal in over-
turning the constitutional right to an abortion,
a 1973 ruling known as Roe v Wade.
Immigration

Harris was tasked with tackling the root causes
of the southern border crisis and helped raise
billions of dollars of private money to make
regional investments aimed at stemming the
flow north.

Record numbers of people crossed from
Mexico at the end of 2023 but the numbers
have fallen since. In this campaign, she has
toughened her stance and emphasised her
experience as a prosecutor in California taking
on human traffickers.

Trump has vowed to seal the border by com-
pleting the construction of a wall and increas-
ing enforcement. But he urged Republicans
to ditch a hardline, cross-party border bill,
backed by Harris.

He has also promised the biggest mass depor-
tation of undocumented migrants in US his-
tory. Experts told the BBC this would face legal

challenges.

What Harris really did about the border
crisis

Could Trump really deport a million mi-
grants?

Taxes

Harris wants to raise taxes on big businesses
and Americans making $400,000 (£305,000)
a year.

But she has also unveiled a number of
measures that would ease the tax burden on
families, including an expansion of child tax
credits.

Trump proposes a number of tax cuts worth
trillions, including an extension of his 2017
cuts which mostly helped the wealthy. He says
he will pay for them through higher growth
and tariffs on imports.

Analysts say both tax plans will add to the bal-
looning deficit, but Trump’s by more.

Where Kamala Harris stands on 10 issues
Where Donald Trump stands on 10 issues
Foreign policy

Harris has vowed to support Ukraine “for as
long as it takes”. She has pledged, if elected, to
ensure the US and not China wins “the compe-
tition for the 21st Century”.

She has been a longtime advocate for a two-
state solution between the Israelis and Pales-
tinians, and has called for an end to the war in
Gaza.

Trump has an isolationist foreign policy and
wants the US to disentangle itself from con-
flicts elsewhere in the world.

He has said he would end the war in Ukraine
in 24 hours through a negotiated settlement
with Russia, a move that Democrats say would
embolden Vladimir Putin.

Trump has positioned himself as a staunch
supporter of Israel but said little on how he
would end the war in Gaza.

Trade

Harris has criticised Trump’s sweeping plan
to put tariffs on imports, calling it a national
tax on working families which will cost each
household $4,000 a year. She is expected to
have a more targeted approach to taxing im-
ports.

Trump has made tariffs a central pledge in this
campaign. He has proposed new 10-20% tarifts
on most foreign goods, and much higher ones
on those from China.

Climate

Harris, as vice-president, helped pass the

Inflation Reduction Act, which has funnelled
hundreds of billions of dollars to renewable en-
ergy, and electric vehicle tax credit and rebate
programmes.

But she has dropped her opposition to frack-
ing, a technique for recovering gas and oil op-
posed by environmentalists.

Trump, while in the White House, rolled back
hundreds of environmental protections, in-
cluding limits on carbon dioxide emissions
from power plants and vehicles.

In this campaign he has vowed to expand Arc-
tic drilling and attacked electric cars.
Healthcare

Harris has been part of a White House admin-
istration which has reduced prescription drug
costs and capped insulin prices at $35.

Trump has said he will not renew his attempts
while president to dismantle the Affordable
Care Act, which extended insurance to mil-
lions more people.

He has called for taxpayer-funded fertility
treatment, but that could be opposed by Re-
publicans in Congress.

Crime

Harris has tried to contrast her experience as a
prosecutor with the fact Trump has been con-
victed of a crime.

Trump has vowed to demolish drugs cartels,
crush gang violence and rebuild Democratic-
run cities that he says are overrun with crime.

Trumpss legal cases, explained

More on US election

SIMPLE GUIDE: Everything you need to know
about the vote

EXPLAINER: Seven swing states that could
decide election

FACT CHECK: Was US economy stronger
under Biden or Trump?

IMMIGRATION: Could Trump really deport a
million migrants?

POLLS: Who is winning the race for the White
House?

Tom Geoghegan

BBC News
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*Open letter to His Highness Imran Khan*
CrystalHeart Kazmi

Khan Saheb, Assalam o Alaikum,

Allow me to cut it short, three decades of
struggle and today you have far more enemies
than friends in Pakistan’s political landscape,
and even globally!

Short summary: those who live by the sword,
die by the sword; those who live by blaming oth-
ers die by blame as well.

When you entered Pakistani politics you spoke
of ideals and of doing things the right way with
the right people. That was in 2000s when Gener-
al Musharaf called you a “one seat politician” for
obvious reasons. Fast forward to 2018 and you
won elections by joining hands with the scum of
the land in your team and cabinet barring a few
decent people. Unfortunately the same people
who for decades worked with the same people
you always criticised: PPP, PMLN and MQM.

This U turn you took from 2000 to 2018 is the
reason you are out of the PM House today.
Since you had decided to work with crooks you
should have been softer with them and tried

to influence them positively as an inspirational
leader? You should have tried uniting them on
common challenges and opportunities for the
nation? But you were criticising them day and
night, including the crooks you made your allies
in forming the government! And you assumed,
naively and innocently, that the crooks you part-
nered with will give you roses in the end? They
did give you the rose of no confidence! Right or
wrong? And not only that the only institution
that supported you from the front or behind is
now against you.

Are you truly a leader, or fo you have a unique
gift of offending everyone around you who has
a powerful role unless they may be your sworn
followers? The difference between you and

Nawaz and Shehbaz and Zardari is very simple,
they always try to build bridges, they don’t burn
them! Imagine the rifts the Sharifs had with the
Pakistan Army around the time you came to
power. From 2013 to 18, now look at their “ac-
ceptance” today, can you learn from that? Like
reflect on why did this all happen? Why you,

as the Prime Minister failed to indict the cor-
rupt. Why you, as the Prime Minister failed to
improve legal system of Pakistan. Why you, as
the Prime Minister focused on idealistic “team
building” with other Muslim nations which is
of no use to you or Pakistan today, in fact they
are endorsing the new government! So much
achieved for your 3 and a half years of defo-
cused banter and disjointed actions. I am sure
ou and your supporters will never agree, the

truth is always bitter, for everyone.

Your current challenges are humungous. You
must not underestimate your predicament
today, your enemies are hungry for your blood,
and your team is full of idiots or traitors, very
few good people around you. On top of it your
legal defense or offensive strategy is nonexistent.
What it means, in simple terms, is that you are

a visionary leader who has no understanding of
tactics.

Atleast try to have good people around you at
this critical time who can help you navigate
through the mess you are in. And I don’t have
much hopes things will get better for you soon,
specially looking at how aloof you still are from
| = ground realities, those
o facts that anybody with
a brain the size of a
peanut can understand,
but you still don't.
While you and your fol-
lowers happily bask in
the glory of your huge
public gatherings or
twitter spaces, you miss
out on the details. The
details that matter... that
I have tried to help you
understand.

But I doubt, rather am
certain, you never will.
I hope I am wrong! The
near future shall tell...
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SAFE DRIVING
IN INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS

Inclement weather can pose many hazards and dangerous road conditions
for operators. Workers should be aware of impacting weather events and its

effects on safely driving and operating vehicles and equipment.

BE PREPARED

CHECK LOCAL FORECAST

Stay caught up on the |latest weather
conditions for your area, In the event
of severe weather, operations may
need to be altered to accommodate
the changes.

CONDUCT PLAY OF THE DAY

Based on current and future weather
conditions, detailed communication
in regards to each worker's assigned
task. safe routes to take and specific
operations should be discussed in-
depth

PERFORM THOROUGH PM

Check tires, windshield wipers, fluids,
lights, and other essential equipment
functions that will ensure the vehicle
is ready to operate safely and
efficiently

SLOW DOWN
BE DEFENSIVE & OFFENSIVE

Practice safe driving technigues
related to defensive driving and Smith
Systemn 5 Keys. By using these tools
drivers can remain vigilant in their
efforts to arrive safely

USE SAFE DRIVING TOOLS

Drive with lights on and use warning
devices to effectively communicate
with other drivers. When pavement is
wet, you should decrease speed, turn
off cruise control, and increase
following distance.

SEEK COVER

With a threat of excessive wind gusts,
hail, or even tornadoes, limit driving to
an as needed basis. Secure loads, protect
vehicles and equipment, and seek
shalter when severe weather is near
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STAY FOCUSED

MAINTAIN AWARENESS

Situational awareness will be
essential during inclement weather
Pay careful attention to weather,
roadway. and traffic conditions as
they may change abruptly

BE PROACTIVE

Remember to Stop. Speak, Act! It is
important to stay engaged with the
gnvironment around you and make
good decisions to ensure the safety of
yvourself and your tearmmates.

COMMUNICATE

Keep constant communication with
team members about conditions,
Radios will be an essential resource in
the event that cell towers or
electricity are impacted by storms.

HIGH WATEI

P——

ON THE ROAD & AVOIDING HAZARDS

BE PREPARED

VERIFY CONDITIONS

In high water operations, it is
important to remain aware of
locations that may become
impacted by flooding. All employees
should be briefed and updated
regularly regarding this information.

ENSURE ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES

Equip vehicles with necessary
supplies to respond to flooded
readways. This includes PPE.
signage, tools, and water/snacks,
especially if employees will be
stationed for long hours at these
locations

PLAN FOR MORE

Flooding creates hazardous
conditions for workers. Verify that
first aid kits are stocked. and fire
extinguishers are charged before
response.

SLOW DOWN

TURN AROUND

When roadways are covered in water,
turn around and never attempt to
drive through. It may be worse than
what it initially appears. Vehicles are
not equipped to handle high water.
which may cause the engine to flood
or be carried away.

BE CAUTIOUS

In the event of rain or wet pavement.
drive carefully to the current
conditions to avoid loss of traction on
the roadway. Operators should turn
off cruise control, slow down, and
increase following distance.

HAVE A WAY TO ESCAPE

Avoid areas that would require
backing. If backing becomes necessary,
use a spotter. when available, Perform
%60 walkaround to confirm
surroundings are free of hazards.

STAY FOCUSED

OBSERVE SURROUNDINGS

ldentify unsafe travel paths and
avoid driving through these areas,
Debris. fixed aobjects, downed
powerlines, or other items may be
hidden. If you don’t knew, don't go!

CALL A TIME-OUT

When faced with situations that may
become unsafe, workers should
utilize stop work authority and
communicate hazards with others.
When conditions improve, a new
plan of action may be taken

REMAIN ALERT

Leng hours in this type of
emergency response may affect
workers ability to remain vigilant. It
is essential to communicate with
supervision about this to ensure
operational readiness
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Hoda Kotb Decided to Exit “Today’ After NBC Proposed
Cut to Her $20 Million Salary | Report

Hoda Kotb’s surprise announcement this week
that she will be stepping down as anchor of
NBC'’s “Today” was in part due to the network
asking her to take a pay cut, Puck News re-

ported

According to Puck, she earned more than $20
million a year, a salary network executives told
her couldn’t be justified anymore thanks to the
changing broadcast landscape.

“NBC executives loved Hoda and knew her
value to the brand, but also made clear to her
agents that such stratospheric contracts were no
longer justifiable given the industry’s inexorable
decline,” due in part to the steep ratings decline
affecting “Today” and competitors like “Good
Morning America,” Puck reported.

In September, 2014, averaged 4.672 million
total viewers. However this month, the show
averaged 2.536 million, despite narrowly beat-
ing rivals at other networks.

Representatives for NBC didn’t immediately re-
spond to a request for comment from TheWrap.

Kotb announced during episode that she will
step down and transition into a as-yet unspeci-
fied different role at NBC early in 2025.

In a memo to staff that Kotb also read on-air,
she said that made her decision in August after
realizing “it was time for me to turn the page at
60, and to try something new””

“As I write this, my heart is all over the map,”
Kotb continued. “I know I'm making the right
decision, but it’s a painful one. And you all are
the reason why. They say two things can be
right at the same time, and I'm feeling that so
deeply right now. I love you and it’s time for me
to leave the show.”

Kotb has spent 10 of her 26 years at NBC at
“Dateline,” . She helped launch the show’s

tourth hour alongside Kathie Lee Giftord and
Jenna Bush Hager.

The post Hoda Kotb Decided to Exit After
NBC Proposed Cut to Her $20 Million Salary |

Report appeared first on TheWrap.
THE WRAP
Stephanie Kaloi

Why JPMorgan Chase is prepared to sue the U.S.
government over Zelle scams

Buried in a roughly 200-page quarterly filing
from JPMorgan Chase last month were eight
words that underscore how contentious the
bank’s relationship with the government has
become.

The lender disclosed that the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau could punish JPMorgan
for its role in Zelle, the giant peer-to-peer digital
payments network. The bank is accused of fail-
ing to kick criminal accounts off its platform
and failing to compensate some scam victims,
according to people who declined to be identi-
fied speaking about an ongoing investigation.
In response, JPMorgan issued a thinly veiled
threat: “The firm is evaluating next steps, in-
cluding litigation”

The prospect of a bank suing its regulator
would’ve been unheard of in an earlier era,
according to policy experts, mostly because cor-
porations used to fear provoking their overseers.
That was especially the case for the American
banking industry, which needed hundreds of
billions of dollars in taxpayer bailouts to survive
after irresponsible lending and trading activities
caused the 2008 financial crisis, those experts

say.

But a combination of factors in the intervening
years has created an environment where banks
and their regulators have never been farther
apart.

Trade groups say that in the aftermath of the

financial crisis, banks be-
came easy targets for populist
attacks from Democrat-led
regulatory agencies. Those on
the side of regulators point out
that banks and their lobbyists
increasingly lean on courts in
Republican-dominated dis-
tricts to fend off reform and
protect billions of dollars in
fees at the expense of consum-
ers.

“If you go back 15 or 20 years,
the view was it’s not particu-
larly smart to antagonize your
regulator, that litigating all this
stuft is just kicking the hor-
net’s nest,” said Tobin Marcus,
head of U.S. policy at Wolfe
Research.

“The disparity between how
ambitious [President Joe] Biden’s regulators
have been and how conservative the courts are,
at least a subset of the courts, is historically
wide,” Marcus said. “That’s created so many
opportunities for successful industry litigation
against regulatory proposals.”

Assault on fees

Those forces collided this year, which started out
as one of the most consequential for bank regu-
lation since the post-2008 reforms that curbed
Wall Street risk-taking, introduced annual stress

-
tests and created the ir'-l'dustry’s lead antagonist,
the CFPB.

In the final months of the Biden administration,
efforts from a half-dozen government agencies
were meant to slash fees on credit card late pay-
ments, debit transactions and overdrafts. The
industry’s biggest threat was the Basel Endgame,
a sweeping proposal to force big banks to hold
tens of billions of dollars more in capital for

activities like trading and lending.
Hugh Son, CNBC
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Beef Keema with Yogurt (Ground Beef)

Ingredients
Y5 cup neutral oil
1 bay leaf
1 black cardamom
4 cloves
Y inch cinnamon stick
1 large yellow onion thinly sliced in half rings
1 tablespoon ginger and garlic paste
2 to 4 bird’s eye chilies or to taste sliced lengthwise
Y3 teaspoon turmeric powder
1 teaspoon cumin powder
2 teaspoon coriander powder
1 teaspoon red chili powder
1 pound ground beef
1 %4 teaspoon salt or to taste
1 cup full-fat yogurt whisked and brought to room tem-
perature
Instructions
Heat oil in a heavy bottom pot. Once it begins to shim-
mer, add whole spices (bay leaf, black cardamom, cloves
and cinnamon stick) and fry on medium to medium-low

Ingredients (13)

6 (59g) eggs, separated

1 1/4 cups (270g) caster sugar

2 tsp Coles Cornflour

1 tsp white vinegar

1/2 tsp vanilla extract

300ml thickened cream

2 tbsp pure icing sugar, sifted

juice of 2 limes

Finely shredded rind of 2 limes

2 Lady finger bananas, thinly sliced diagonally
3 golden kiwifruit, peeled, thinly sliced

2 starfruit, thinly sliced

Pulp of 2-3 passionfruit

Method

Step 1

Preheat oven to 120°C. Line an oven tray with
foil. Brush with melted butter and dust with
cornflour, shaking off excess. Mark a 24cm-
diameter circle on foil.

Step 2

Use an electric mixer to whisk egg whites in a

Ingredients (14)

Olive oil, to grease

1 cup (150g) self-raising flour

1/2 cup (75g) plain flour

1 tsp Coles Bicarbonate Soda

1/2 tsp Coles Cinnamon Ground

1/2 cup (80g) brown sugar

3/4 cup (185ml) olive oil

1/2 cup (125ml) golden syrup

3 eggs

1 tsp vanilla essence

2 (about 300g) carrots, peeled and grated
Icing

250g spreadable cream cheese

1/2 cup (80g) CSR Pure Icing Sugar

1/2 tsp vanilla essence

Method

Show ingredient quantity

Step 1

Preheat oven to 170C or 150C fan-forced. Grease a
20cm (base) round cake pan lightly with oil, and line

heat for 30 seconds or until fragrant.

Add onions and sauté until evenly brown for 7 to 12
minutes.

Add crushed ginger and garlic and fry for 30 seconds.
Take care not to let it burn. Stir in green chilies.

Add ground spices (turmeric, coriander, cumin and red
chili powder) fry for 1 minute. Deglaze the pan with a
splash of water (1 tablespoon at a time) if and as needed.
Increase heat to medium to medium high, and add
ground beef and salt. Crumble with wooden spatula and
fry until no longer pink, about 5 minutes.

Add % cup room temperature water and bring to a
simmer. Lower heat, cover and let the beef cook for 30
minutes. Stir occasionally to make sure it doesn’t stick to
the bottom of the pan. Once done, remove cover and let
it simmer to boil out any excess moisture. Check for salt
and adjust as needed.

Fold in yogurt and stir continuously on medium-low heat
for about 8 to 10 minutes until the oil begins to separate
from the keema and you get the desired texture.
Remove from heat, place in serving platter and garnish

pavlova recipe

clean dry bowl until soft peaks form. One table-
spoon at a time, gradually add the sugar, beat-
ing well after each addition, until meringue is
thick and glossy and sugar dissolved. Rub a little
meringue between fingers. If still “gritty” with
sugar, continue to whisk until sugar dissolves.
Add cornflour, vinegar and vanilla and whisk
until just combined. Spoon meringue onto the
foil, using the marked circle as a guide. Smooth
sides and top of pavlova. Use a small spatula to
forms little peaks around edge of pavlova. Bake
in oven for 1 1/2 hours or until pavlova is dry to
the touch. Turn off oven. Leave pavlova in oven
with the door ajar to cool completely. When
completely cold, transfer to serving plate or
store in an airtight container until required.
Step 3

Use an electric mixer to whisk the cream and
icing sugar in a medium bowl until firm peaks
form. Spoon cream onto the top of pavlova.
Pour lime juice into a ceramic or glass bowl.
Add banana slices and toss to coat with juice.

Classic carrot cake recipe

with non-stick baking paper.

Carrot Cake-Step 1

Step 2

Sift the self-raising and plain flour, bicarbonate of
soda and cinnamon into a large bowl.

Carrot Cake-Step 2

Step 3

Put the brown sugar, oil, golden syrup, eggs and va-
nilla in a separate bowl. Use a balloon whisk to mix
until combined.

CarrotCake-Step 3

Step 4

Pour the oil mixture into the dry ingredients. Use a
wooden spoon to stir gently until just combined. Stir
in the grated carrot.

Carrot Cake- Step 4

Step 5

Pour the mixture into the pan and bake for 1 hour.
Set aside for 5 minutes, before turning out onto a
wire rack to cool completely.

Carrot Cake- Step 5

with finely chopped cilantro and chilies. Serve with roti or
plain basmati rice.

Drain. Decorate pavlova with banana, kiwifruit,
starfruit, passionfruit and lime rind.

Recipe notes

What should the texture of pavlova be?

As pavlova is a large meringue, it should have a
soft and gooey middle (like a fully marshmallow
centre) and a crispy shell on the outside. It’s all
in perfecting the meringue mixture with room
temperature egg whites.

Step 6

To make the icing, place the cream cheese, icing
sugar and vanilla in a bowl. Use a wooden spoon to
mix until well combined.

Carrot Cake-Step 6

Step 7 Spread the icing over the cake.
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The Kashmiri politician whose return from jail rufiled feathers

As Indian-administered Kashmir prepared for
assembly elections earlier this month, a local MP
returned home from a Delhi prison to campaign
for his candidates. Who is he and why does his
return matter to the region’s politics? Auqib Javeed
reports from Srinagar.

Sheikh Abdul Rashid, who had been in jail since
Article 370 was abrogated in 2019, was granted
interim bail earlier this month on terror funding
charges he denies.

The 57-year-old, who is popularly known as
Engineer Rashid, has urged people to vote for his
candidates instead of regional or national parties.
His Awami Ittehad Party has fielded candidates in
more than three dozen seats.

The high-stakes assembly elections are the first
since the region’s autonomy was revoked in 2019.
With 873 candidates across 90 constituencies in the
Muslim-majority Kashmir valley and Hindu-ma-
jority Jammu, the elections have been described by
federal officials as a proof of normalcy in a region
long plagued by insurgency. The third and last
phase of the polls will be held on Tuesday and votes
will be counted on 8 October.

Kashmir’s politics, dominated by mainstream par-
ties pledging allegiance to India, has had a history
of individuals and groups seeking separation from
the country or enhanced autonomy for Kashmir,
with some of them supporting an armed move-
ment to achieve that.

Article 370: What happened with Kashmir and why
it matters

Kashmir: The complicated truth behind its ‘nor-
mality’

Some separatist groups in the past have also backed
Pakistan’s role in Kashmir. India and Pakistan both
claim Kashmir in full, but control only parts of it.

But this assembly election has seen participation of
many former separatist leaders as well.

Rashid has chosen to be part of the democratic
process but has been vocal against what he calls
Delhi’s “heavy-handed” rule in Kashmir.

He is known for his fiery speeches, and leading
protests in unconventional ways against alleged
government excesses, often irking authorities.

He made waves in June when he defeated regional
political heavyweight Omar Abdullah in parlia-
mentary elections. While he was lodged in jail, his
sons led an emotionally charged and successful
campaign on his behalf.

But this time he is able to speak to voters directly
and he has also smartly used social media to am-
plify his messages.

Within hours of being released on 11 September,
Rashid told the media that he was going to fight
against the removal of Article 370.

The article allowed the state its own constitution,
a separate flag and freedom to make laws. Foreign
affairs, defence and communications remained the

“We don’t accept Prime Minister [Narendra
Modi’s] decision taken on 5 August [2019],” he
said, referring to the day when the autonomy was
abrogated.

He then went live on Facebook, repeating similar
messages. The hour-long speech currently has
more than 2.5m views, 44,000 likes and 25,000
comments — an unusually high number for a re-
gional politician.

Rashid’s popularity worries his regional opponents,
who have termed him a “proxy” of Modi’s Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP).

Two former chief ministers of the state and the
heirs of leading regional parties, Mehbooba Mulfti
and Omar Abdullah, have publicly questioned his
party’s funding and alleged that he was dividing
voters to favour the BJP.

He has repeatedly denied the allegations. “If I were
a BJP man, I wouldn't have spent over five years

in jail,” he told the BBC. “I won [almost] 500,000
votes in the general elections, how could I be divid-
ing votes?”.

Prof Sheikh Showkat Hussain, a political analyst,
said Rashid’s release from jail just days before the
elections did give his opponents a pretext to accuse
him of collusion with the BJP-run federal govern-
ment in Delhi.

“Despite these allegations, his win in the 2024
parliamentary elections from jail has given him an
unprecedented credibility in the eyes of the locals,”
he said.

Rashid has also worked hard to carefully craft his
image.

Unlike the valley’s prominent leaders who have es-
tablished political lineages, Rashid has managed to
establish an image of a “common man’s politician”

who doesn’t shy away from taking on authorities.

the state secretariat as a protest against the govern-
ment’s inaction on the growing canine menace in
his constituency, where numerous dog bite inci-
dents had been reported.

“I hope the ministers and bureaucracy now under-
stand the seriousness of the issue.” he said at the
time.

But Rashid’s bluntness and candour have also
landed him in trouble.

In 2015, he hosted a “beef party” to protest a ban
on the slaughter of cows, considered sacred by
many Hindus, in several states. A day later, mem-
bers of the BJP, then a part of the state’s ruling
coalition, assaulted him in the assembly.

A few days later, members of a Hindu group out-
raged by the “beef party” attacked him at Delhi’s
Press Club, dousing his face with ink as he protest-
ed the lynching of a Kashmiri truck driver accused

preserve of the federal government. F
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of cow smuggling in Jammu.
Rashid’s unusual protests have often addressed the
alleged human rights violations in the Kashmir val-
ley, a charge that the federal government denies.

On International Human Rights Day in 2015, his
party marched through Srinagar with a cow, a
mule, a goat, and a dog, holding placards saying,
“Animals have more rights than people in Kash-
mir” He and other leaders were detained.

His family members say they are not surprised by
his politics as he had a “rebellious nature” since
childhood.

“He used to protest against the human rights viola-
tions, presence of military bunkers, forced labour
by the army, said his brother Khurshid Ahmad
Sheikh.

In 2008, he resigned from his government job as
an engineer to contest assembly elections, winning
twice in a row as an independent candidate.

Once elected to the state assembly, he gained
recognition across Kashmir for protesting against
what he called the government’s “anti-people” poli-
cies, analysts say.

“The element of protest makes him popular. He has
been a crowd-puller since he entered politics,” said
Noor Mohammad Baba, a political analyst based in
Kashmir.

His jail term has intensified public interest in his
rallies, he added.

At a recent rally, an enthusiastic group of men as-
sembled to listen to him. Some of them were curi-
ous onlookers hoping to see the man in the news,
and some were his fans.

Did the allegations of Rashid being a “proxy of
Delhi” bother them?

“Almost all the regional parties have been in an
alliance with the BJP [in the past]. They aren’t in a
position to allege him of complicity with the BJP
said Rafig Ahmad, a businessman. “People want to
give Rashid a chance and see what he does”

Rashid spoke and demanded a resolution to the
Kashmir conflict and an end to the use of anti-
terror laws to put Kashmiris in jail. Young men
shouted in unison in support.

Within minutes, Rashid was on his way to his next
public meeting. BBC
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India opposition lead

Prominent opposition leader and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal has resigned from his
post, days after getting bail in a corruption case.

Kejriwal spent five months in jail in connection
with a now-scrapped alcohol sales policy. He
has denied the allegations against him.

He has said that he will take up the post only if
people re-elect his Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in
the upcoming assembly elections.

Kejriwal’s colleague and senior Delhi minister
Atishi will replace him as the leader of the gov-
ernment, the party announced

AAP made its poll debut in 2013 Delhi assem-
bly elections and has governed the capital city
since, focussing on welfare measures such as
affordable electricity and water for residents.

In 2020, the party won 62 seats in the 70-seat
assembly - in almost a repeat of its perfor-
mance in the previous election when it won 67
seats.

Kejriwal had announced his intention to resign
over the weekend, saying he would sit on the
chief minister’s chair only if the people of Delhi
gave him a “certificate of honesty”.

“I got justice from the legal court, now I will get
justice from the people’s court,” he told report-
ers.

Kejriwal has called for advancing the Delhi
elections, which are scheduled for February
next year, to November, aligning them with the
upcoming polls in Maharashtra state.

Experts, however, say that is unlikely to happen.

Indian laws stipulate that elections cannot be
scheduled less than six months before an as-
sembly term’s end unless the assembly is dis-
solved early. Additionally, the Election Com-
mission considers factors like weather, festivals,
and electoral roll revisions before announcing
elections.

Arvind Kejriwal: The maverick leader who took
on India’s Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), which is the AAP’s main
opposition in Delhi, has called Kejriwal’s res-
ignation a “publicity stunt” to galvanise public
sympathy.

An anti-corruption crusader, Kejriwal was the
third AAP leader to be arrested over alleged
irregularities in the now-scrapped alcohol sales
policy.

Manish Sisodia, a former deputy chief minister,
and AAP leader Sanjay Singh were also arrested
in the case. Sisodia was granted bail in August

www.Asia Times.US

—

after spending 17 months in jail and Singh was
released on bail in April.

The policy was introduced by AAP in 2021, say-
ing it would curb black market sales, increase
revenues and ensure even distribution of liquor
licences.

It was withdrawn a few months later after
Delhi’s Lieutenant-Governor Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena accused AAP of exploiting rules to benefit
private liquor barons.

The AAP denies the charges and has accused
the BJP of using investigating agencies to
unjustly target opposition leaders, a charge it
denies.

Who is Atishi?

At 43, Atishi has become the youngest and third
woman to serve as chief minister of Delhi.

She currently holds important portfolios such
as water, finance, power and education in
Delhi’s cabinet.

In the absence of senior AAP leaders, who
were jailed until recently, she served as the
face of the party and swiftly gained promi-
nence as a powerful leader.

Born to professors with Marxist leanings,
Atishi studied at Delhi University and went
to the University of Oxford for her master’s
degree.

PAGE 25

er resigns as Delhi’s chief minister

After spending a few years in teaching at a
school in southern India, she was involved with
alternative farming and education reforms.

She joined AAP in 2013 and has significantly
contributed to overhauling Delhi’s public
schools as an advisor to former Deputy Chief
Minister Sisodia.

Riding on her reputation as an education re-
former, she was elected to the Delhi assembly in
2020.

She had contested the 2019 parliamentary
elections, but lost to former cricketer Gautam
Gambhir.

Earlier this year, she made headlines after she
went on an indefinite hunger strike to highlight
Delhi’s water crisis during its peak summer

months.
Cherylann Mollan and Neyaz Farooquee
BBC News
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DON'T RISK INJURY OR DEATH, CHECK YOUR VEHICLE TODAY.
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Health & Wellness
The flu: A guide for parents

Influenza (also known as flu) is a contagious re-
spiratory illness caused by influenza viruses that
infect the nose, throat, and lungs. Flu is differ-
ent from a cold, and usually comes on suddenly.
Each year flu viruses cause millions of illnesses,
hundreds of thousands of hospital stays and
thousands or tens of thousands of deaths in the
United States.

Flu can be very dangerous for children. CDC
estimates that since 2010, between 7,000 and
26,000 children younger than 5 years have been
hospitalized each year in the United States
because of influenza. The flu vaccine is safe and
helps protect children from flu.

What parents should know

How serious is flu?

While flu illness can vary from mild to severe,
children often need medical care because of flu.

Children younger than 5 years and children of
any age with certain long-term health problems
are at high risk of flu complications like pneu-
monia, bronchitis, sinus and ear infections.
Some health problems that are known to make
children more vulnerable to flu include asthma,
diabetes and disorders of the brain or nervous
system.

How does flu spread?

kid on the bed with temperature

Flu viruses are thought to spread mainly by
droplets made when someone with flu coughs,
sneezes or talks. These droplets can land in the
mouths or noses of people who are nearby. A
person also can get flu by touching something
that has flu virus on it and then touching their
mouth, eyes, or nose.

What
are flu
symp-
toms?
Flu
Symp- §
toms
can
include
fever,
cough,
sore
throat,
runny
or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, chills, feel-
ing tired and sometimes vomiting and diarrhea
(more common in children than adults). Some
people with the flu will not have a fever.

Think safety in fall as weather changes

Think safety as you enjoy the cooler tempera-
tures and vibrant colors:

Safely warm up by the fire.

Inspect your fireplace before lighting the first
fire. One of the simple joys of autumn is warm-
ing up in front of a fireplace.

If you have a fireplace in your home, be sure to
have it cleaned and inspected before lighting
your first fire of the season. A buildup of soot
and creosote can cause a chimney fire and a
backup of dangerous carbon monoxide gas into
your home. Keep the area around the fireplace
clear and remove any hanging decorations on
your mantle. Most importantly, keep a fire ex-
tinguisher nearby at all times.

Never leave burning candles unattended.

While glowing candles make any environment
feel cozier, remember to keep burning candles
away from anything that could burn, such as
curtains, bedding or books. Also, always extin-
guish a candle before going to bed or leaving the
house. Never leave children or pets alone with a
burning candle.

Watch for new roadway hazards.

Going back to school brings traffic changes.
School buses, students on bicycles and teen
drivers are out on the roads.

Slow down and take extra care to look for chil-
dren in school zones, near playgrounds and resi-
dential areas. Also, never pass a bus with flash-
ing red lights on, or another vehicle stopped for
a pedestrian.

Be alert for wildlife on roadways.

Wildlife is on the move in the fall, so watch
carefully for deer, turkeys and other critters
crossing the road in front of your vehicle. They

are most active from dusk through dawn.

Remember that some animals — deer in par-
ticular — frequently travel in groups. If you see
one crossing, more are bound to follow.

Share the road with harvesting equipment.

In rural areas, fall brings the harvest season with
large farming equipment on the roads. Be alert
for slow-moving vehicles, and give them plenty
of space. This provides better visibility to you
and the other driver. Remember that they may
turn unexpectedly into fields or driveways. Just
because you can see the equipment does not
mean the other driver can see you.

Get the yard ready for winter.

You've enjoyed your beautiful lawn and garden
all summer, but now is the time to prep it for a
cold winter. Leaf blowers can be loud and blow
more than just leaves, so wear eye and hearing
protection to keep you safe from flying debris
and preserve your hearing from the dangerous
effects of repeated exposure to loud noises.

Use ladders safely.

Falling is one of the most common reasons for
emergency department trips. If you plan to
clean out your gutters, work as a team when
using the ladder. Ladders can buckle or slip, so
have someone else hold the ladder as you climb
up and down.

Keep your body weight-centered over the lad-
der, and don’t reach too far. It is better to move
the ladder a few more times than fall.

Get your flu shot.

Protect yourself from influenza with a flu shot.
The viruses found in the influenza vaccine are
inactive, so you cannot get the flu from the vac-

cine.

After getting vaccinated, it takes about two
weeks to develop antibodies to protect against
influenza. That’s why getting vaccinated early in
the fall is recommended.

The vaccine usually is available in early to mid-
fall.

Nights are getting cooler, and the trees are start-
ing to change colors as autumn begins. And
routines are changing because kids are back to
school, the days are shorter and winter planning
is underway.
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List of Bollywood films of Oct-Nov 2024
Opening Title Director Cast
Vikramaditya
CTRL Ananya Panday - Vihaan Samat
Motwane
Amar Prem Ki Prem | Hardik Sunny Singh - Aditya Seal - Pranutan
4 Kahani Gajjar Bahl
O .
_ Anupam Kher - Mahima Chaudhry -
Cc _ Gajendra .
The Signature _ Neena Kulkarni - Annu Kapoor -
T Ahire _
Ranvir Shorey
Jigra Vasan Bala | Alia Bhatt - Vedang Raina
11
Vicky Vidya Ka Woh | Raaj ] S
_ _ Rajkummar Rao - Triptii Dimri
Wala Video Shaandilyaa
_ Anees Kartik Aaryan - Vidya Balan - Madhuri
Ehool Bhulaiyaa 3 - N
Bazmee Dixit - Triptu Dimn
1 Ajay Devgn - Akshay Kumar -
_ _ _ Ranveer Singh - Deepika Padukone -
singham Again Rohit Shetty | _
Tiger Shroff - Kareena Kapoor Khan -
Arjun Kapoor - Jackie Shroff
15 The Sabarmati Dheera; Vikrant Massey - Raashin Khanna -
Report Sarna Riddhi Dogra
N
o 22 Dhadak 2 Shazia Igbal | Triptii Dimri - Siddhant Chaturvedi
v
Aditya Roy Kapur - Sara Ali Khan -
Anupam Kher - Neena Gupta -
_ Anurag o _
Metro... In Dino R Fankaj Tripathi - Konkona Sen
asu
Sharma - Al Fazal - Fatima Sana
= Shaikh
Vaani Kapoor - Aparshakti Khurana -
Badtameez Gill Navjot Gulati | Paresh Rawal - Sheeba Chaddha -
Monica Chaudhary

SIDYd TYNOILYNHILNI

SIDYd TYNOILYNYHILNI



www.Asia Times.US

October 2024 PAGE 30

AlialBha DeepikalPadukone!

[
Age - 31 years Age - 38 years
Kader Khan "/ Prem Chopra - e ’ ¥
Real Name - Real Name -
Age 1937-2018 (aged 81)  Age 89 years Alia Bhatt Deepika Padukone

Films 300+ Films

Metworth  Rs 200cr. (Approx) Networth

Height 5 ft. 8 inches

Kabul, Kingdom of
Afghanistan

Height

Birthplace Birthplace

380+

Rs 400cr. (Approx) Height - 5 ft. 3 inch

5 ft. 11 inches Birth Place - Mumbai

Lahore, Punjab,

British India Food - Dahi Chaawal

Height - 5 ft. 9 inches

Birth Place - Denmark
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Food - Idli, Dosa

Children three sons Children three daughters

Relationship Azra Khan Relationship Uma Malhotra Husband - Ranbir Kapoor | Husband - Ranveer Singh

Veteran actors Kader Khan and Prem Chopra have left an indelible mark on Indian
cinema with their memorable performances. Kader Khan, born in Kabul, Afghanistan,
appeared in over 300 films and was known for his witty dialogue writing and versatile
roles. He had an approximate net worth of Y200 crores. Prem Chopra, born in Lahore,
Pakistan, featured in around 380 films, mostly portraying iconic villains, with a net
worth of 400 crores. Both were happily married: Kader Khan had three sons, while
Prem Chopra has three daughters. Their collective impact spans decades, influencing
generations of actors and audiences alike.

Debut - SOTY (2012) Debut - Om Shanti Om

Car - Range Rover Car - Maybach S500

Alia Bhatt is one of Bollywood’s most talented actresses, known for her
versatility and depth in films like “Raazi,” “Gully Boy,” and “Gangubai
Kathiawadi.” With a blend of charm and powerful performances, she has
established herself as a leading star, earning acclaim for tackling diverse
and challenging roles.

Deepika Padukone is a top Bollywood actress admired for her grace and
strong performances in films like “Padmaavat,” “Chennai Express,” and
“Piku”” She effortlessly balances commercial success with critically ac-

claimed roles, becoming a global icon known for her beauty, talent, and

impactful portrayals.
‘ “MiRgy”
CLEs

dhbbbbrban
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Zanjeer (1973 film) Mard (1985 film)

Starcast

Amitabh Bachchan, Amrita Singh
Dara Singh, Nirupa Roy
Prem Chopra, Kamal Kapoor
Bob Christo, Satyen Kappu

Starcast
Amitabh Bachchan, Jaya Bhaduri
Pran, Om Prakash, Ajit Khan
Bindu Mona, Iftekhar, Randhir
Keshto Mukherjee, Gulshan Bawra

Release 11 May 1973 Release 8 November 1985

Director Prakash Mehra Director Manmohan Desai

“Rahman normally records from
9pm to 6am. We spent 70 nights

to compose the music of Taal”
- Subhash Ghai

Budget ¥0.9 cr. (Approx) Budget ¥2.8 cr. (Approx)

Collection ¥17.46 cr. (Approx) Collection %16 cr. (Approx)

VERDICT: ALL TIME BLOCKBUSTER VERDICT: BLOCKBUSTER
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Yash Raj Chopra was an Indian film director and

Yash Raj Chopra was an Indian film director
and film producer who worked in Hindi cin-
ema.The founding chairman of the film produc-
tion and distribution company Yash Raj Films,
Chopra was born on 27 September 1932 in
Lahore, into a Punjabi Hindu Khatri family. His
father was an accountant in the PWD division
of the British Punjab administration. He was the
youngest of eight children, the oldest of whom
was almost 30 years his senior. The eminent
film-maker BR Chopra is one of his brothers.
Chopra was largely brought up in the Lahore
house of his second brother, Baldev Raj Chopra,
then a film journalist. Chopra lived in Jaland-
har in 1945 to continue his education, where he
studied at Doaba College and originally sought
to pursue a career in engineering.He later
moved to Ludhiana, after the Partition of India.
His passion for film-making led him to travel

to Bombay, where he initially worked as an as-
sistant director to I. S. Johar, and then for his
director-producer brother, B. R. Chopra.

He made his directorial debut with Dhool Ka
Phool in 1959, a melodrama about illegitimacy;,
and followed it with the social drama Dharmpu-
tra (1961). Chopra rose to prominence after di-
recting the critically and commercially success-
tul family drama Waqt (1965), which pioneered
the concept of ensemble casts in Bollywood. In
1970, he founded his own production company,
Yash Raj Films, whose first production was
Daagh (1973), a successful melodrama about
polygamy. His success continued in the seven-
ties, with some of Indian cinema’s most success-
tul and iconic films, including the action-thriller
Deewaar (1975), which established Amitabh
Bachchan as a leading actor in Bollywood; the
ensemble romantic drama Kabhi Kabhie (1976)
and the ensemble drama Trishul (1978).
Chopra collaborated with Sridevi in two of what
has been considered to be his finest films; the
romantic musical Chandni (1989), which be-
came instrumental in ending the era of violent
films in Bollywood and returning to musicals,

film producer

and the intergenerational musical romantic
drama Lambhe (1991), considered by critics and
Chopra himself to be his best work, but under-
performed at the domestic box-office although
brought profits overseas. After helming the
critically panned Parampara (1993), Chopra
directed the musical psychological thriller Darr
(1993), the first of his films to star Shahrukh
Khan. Chopra directed three more romantic
films, all starring Khan; Dil To Pagal Hai (1997),
Veer-Zaara (2004) and Jab Tak Hai Jaan (2012),
before announcing his retirement from direc-
tion in 2012. He died of dengue fever during
Jab Tak Hai Jaan’s production in 2012. He was
considered one of the best directors in Bolly-
wood industry.

Chopra was the recipient of several awards,
including 6 National Film Awards and 8 Film-
fare Awards. He is considered among the best
Indian filmmakers. For his contributions to
film, the Government of India honoured him
with the Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 2001, and
the Padma Bhushan in 2005. British Academy
of Film and Television Arts 2006 presented him
with a lifetime membership, making him the
first Indian to receive the honour.

In 1970, Chopra married Pamela Singh and
together they have two sons Aditya Chopra and
Uday Chopra, born in 1971 and 1973, respec-
tively. Aditya Chopra is also a film director and

producer and holds the position of chairman
and managing director of Yash Raj Films, while
Uday is an assistant director turned actor who
made his acting debut in 2000 in his brother’s
directorial, Mohabbatein. He is currently the
Director - Yash Raj Films, CEO - YRF Enter-
tainment.

On 13 October 2012, Chopra was diagnosed
with dengue fever and was admitted to Lilavati
Hospital in Bandra, Mumbai. On 21 October,
Yash Chopra succumbed to death following
multiple organ failure. He was 80 years of age.
List of his films are: Terey Rang Neyarey, Daagh,
Kabhi Kabhi, Doosra Admi, Noori, Kala Patthar,
Nakhuda, Silsila, Sawaal, Mashaal, Fasley, Vijey,
Chandni, Lamhey, Aiena, Darr, Ye Dillagi, Dil
Waley Dulhaniya Ley Jaienge, Dil To Pagal Hali,
Mohabbaten, Merey Yaar Ki Shadi Hai, Let’s Be
Friend, Ham Tum, Dhoom, Veer Zara, Bunty
Aur Bubbly, Salam Namastey, Neil and Nikki,
Fanaa, Kabul Express, Dhoom 2, JThoom Brabar
Jhoom, Let’s Go India, Bachna Aye Haseeno,
Roadside Romeo, Rab Ney Bana Dee Jori, Pyar
Impossible, Lafangey Parindey, Band Baja
Baraat, Merey Brother Ki Dulhan, and Ladies vs
Ricky Bhai.

He also produced and directed some Tv Serieas:
Doctor Sahab, Hamko Ishq Ne Mara, and Lift
Kara De,
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Singer f Movie

Mohammed Rafi, Lata
Mangeshkar

Raoshan

PAGE 32

(1963) @]

Music By f Lyricist

Actor | Category

Pradeep Kumar, Bina Roy

Taj Mahal {1963)

Sahir Ludhiznwi

Romantic Songs, Filmfare
Awrards Winner

Dvil Ek Mandir Hai, Pyar Ki Jisme
Haoti Hai Puja

Qv Ex

Surnan Kalyanpur,
Mohammed Rafi

Shankar Jaikishan

Meena Kumari, Rajendra
Fumar

Dil Ek Mandir (1363}

Hasrat Jaipuri

Title Song, Raag Based
Songs, Raga - Jogiya

In Hawao Me, In Fizao Me
Tujhko Mera Pyar Pukare

v W

Asha Bhosle, Mahendra
Kapoor

Rawi

Mala Sinha, Sunil Dutt

Gumrah (1363}

Sahir Ludhianwvi

Romantic Songs

Chalo Ek Bar Phir Se, Ajnabi
Ban Jaye Ham Danao

& v W

Mahendra Kapoor

Rawi

Sunil Dutt, Mala Sinha,
Ashok Kumar

Gumrah (1363}

Sahir Ludhianwvi

Sad Songs, Filmfare
Bweards Winner, Filmfare
Awards Nominee

Szwaj Deke Hame Tum Bulao

W 7 *

Lzta Mangeshkar,
Mohammed Rafi

Shankar Jaikishan

Shammi Kapoor

Professor (1962)

Hasrat Jaipuri

Sad Songs, Raag Based
Songs, Raga - Shivranjani

Hansta Hua Murani Chehra, Kali

B | 7 e Rang Sunheara

v W

Kamal Barot, Lata
Mangeshkar

Laxmikant Pyarelzl

Jeevanksala, Malini
Chonkar, Gestanjali,
Mahipal

Parasmani (1963)

Faroog Qaisar

Tareef Songs, Dance
Songs

Mujhko Apne Gale Lagalo, Ai
Mera Hamrahi

v W

Mubarak Bagum,
Mohammed Rafi

Shankar Jaikishan

Rajendra Kumar, Jamuna

Hamrahi (1963)

Hasrat Jaipuri

Tareef Songs, Romantic
Songs

Zindagi Kitni Khubsurat Hai

& v W

Hemant Kumar

Hemant Kumar

Biswajeet, Asha Parzkh

Bin Badzal Barsaat {1963)

Shakeel Badayuni

Romantic Songs

10

Aaj Chhedo Mohabbat Ki Lzta Mangeshkar Maushad Fum kum

Shehnaiva

Yopar J "i,'f *

= b Son Of India {1962) Shakeel Badayuni Sad Songs
Mukesh Sachin Dev Burman Mutan

0 Janawale Ho Saks Toh Laut
e SAana

& v W

Bandini [1963)

Shailendra

&ll Time Great,
Philosophical Songs, Sad
Songs, Raag Based Songs,
Faga - Charukeshi

Binaca Geetmala Annual List

(1963)
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HYDRA continues demolition drive in Hyderabad

Hyderabad: Continuing the demolition drive,
the Hyderabad Disaster Response and Asset
Protection Agency (HYDRA) on Monday razed
alleged unauthorised structures at a park in the
Madhapur area.

HYDRA officials razed illegal structures of a
sports academy at Kavuri Hills Park in Madha-
pur, the information technology cluster.

Kavuri Hills Association had lodged a complaint
against the sports academy and acting on the
complaint, HYDRA pulled down the structures.
After completing the demolition, the officials
put up the Kavuri Hills Park board.

The management of the sports academy claimed
that the Kavuri Hills Association had given the
place on lease to them for 25 years. It alleged
that even before the completion of the lease
period they were unfairly evicted.

HYDRA Commissioner A.V. Ranganath, how-
ever, said the demolition drive in Hyderabad
was carried out as per the court order.

The recently created body carried out the de-
molition of unlawful constructions for a second
consecutive day. On Sunday, it pulled down 16

AIMIM may expand into rural areas of Telangana

Hyderabad: Hyderabad MP Asaduddin Owaisi-
led All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) is likely to contest elections in rural
areas of Telangana.

According to a report published in TOI, the par-
ty may participate in the rural areas of the state
in the upcoming panchayat elections.

AIMIM has never contested panchayat polls in
Telangana

So far, the party has never contested in the pan-
chayat polls in the state.

However, during past panchayat elections, it
has extended support to candidates from vari-

ous parties to ensure that Muslim votes are not
divided.

The report quoted sources saying that AIMIM
may contest from Karimnagar, Nizamabad, San-
gareddy, Vikarabad, Adilabad, Nirmal, Kham-
mam, and other areas in Telangana.

Also ReadPolice announce timings for restau-
rants in Hyderabad

Party’s representatives in the state

In Telangana, the party has seven MLAs, two
MLCs, and 44 GHMC corporators.

N

sheds constructed for

g ow
commercial operations WS .
within the Full Tank Level : dl bib
(FTL) and buffer zone of "# 1 " '] _
Kukatpally Lake/Nalla w il
Cheruvu. - -
The agency had also ' i
demolished structures | * g

illegally built on govern- | |
ment lands at Kistared-
dypet and Patelguda of
Ameenpur Mandal in
Sangareddy district.
According to officials, the action was aimed at ished to reclaim one acre.
restoring and protecting the integrity of water

bodies and government lands. At Patelguda in the same mandal, encroach-

ments were removed from government land. A
total of 25 RCC structures were pulled down to
reclaim three acres.

SI9Vd AVEVNIAAH

The HYDRA demolition drive at Kukatpally,
Hyderabad, reclaimed four acres of the lake. The
total area of the lake is 27 acres but about seven
acres in FTL and buffer zone were encroached.
The ofhicials claimed that the structures used for
residential purposes were not demolished.

The demolition drive was carried out with the
participation of officials from the Revenue
Department, Irrigation Department, and Town
Planning Department, alongside the HYDRA
team.

In Kistareddypet, encroachments were removed
from government land. Three RCC structures

SI9Yd AYIYHIAAH

e parjcy also has a presence in the legislative
assemblies of other states. It remains to be seen whether AIMIM will
expand into rural Telangana in the upcoming
In the Bihar legislative assembly, it has one panchayat polls.
member, whereas in the Maharashtra legislative

assembly, it has two members.
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Indian Delegates on Educational Tour to Malaysia

A team of Indian Delegates where on a
short term visit to Asia Pacific Univer-
sity, Kuala

Lumpur, Malaysia. The team com-
prising of educationist running high
schools and colleges where

in Malaysia from 06.09.2024 to
09.09.2024.. The Asia Pacific Univer-
sity of Technology and

Innovation also Known as A.P.U has
Five Star Excellent Rating and is a
proud recipient of Prime

Minister’s Award, Malaysia.

The Indian Delegates where welcomed
by the Regional Manager Asia Unit
Mr. Raja Fariz

Raja Eyuddin, Ministry of Higher
Education, Malaysia and officials of
APU. All the Delegates were
introduced and the agenda behind the
meeting was discussed. On an interac-
tion with the CEO of

Infinity Education Group Mr. Prashant
Bala, an early Indian descendent run-
ning an educational

consultancy told Mr. Ahmed Idrees

4 PACIFIC
| CEHNOLOGY &

Shareef that they are already enrolling
students from India

into Malaysian Universities.

The Students Ambassador from vari-
ous countries took the delegate around
the University

for Practical Exposure. The APU is
having an international level infra-
structure meeting all the

possible global needs. Around Four-
teen thousand students are already on
roll as per Mr. Saad

Naseem, Assistant Manager, APU. A
presentation was made in a meeting
room where the courses

and international recognition to APU
was presented. The delegation headed
by Dr. Ashham Arqum

of Arna Institutions had a questioner
where the relevant feedback was made.
The lunch Session

was joined by the Vice Chancellor,
Prof Ho Chin Kaun and was felicitated
in Indian tradition later.

The potential summation of the meet-
ing can be relayed as the visit granted
a global

i

exposure as students from different
countries and culture where seen at
the University. The

University is having Auditoriums,
Classrooms and above all there are
more than fifty labs for

enhancing skills. Labs for courses in
Fintech (Trading in Stocks and Securi-
ties), Networking,

Animation, Design, Engineering, Psy-
chology, Language, Cyber Crime etc
are beyond the

expectations. Students from India
might get a latest learning curriculum
in these universities.

In conclusion Mr. Raja Fariz Raja
Eyuddin, Manager, Ministry of Higher
Education, Malaysia

has said that they are not having any
entrance eligibility test like IELTS,
GRE, TOFEL etc to come to
Malaysia. Students can directly apply
to Malaysian Universities without any
hurdles as the

university itself process the VISA

for international students. For more
quires email
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In Photo From left to right : -Muham-
mad Ali Senior Manager, Asia Pacific
University-Malaysia, Raja

Fariz Ministry of Higher Education,
Malaysia, Mr Masloddin Director Ma-
dinah Mission High School, Mr
Ahmed Aleemuddin Correspon-

dent Mars High School, Dr Ashham
Arqum Correspondent Arna Institu-
tions,

Prof Ho Chin Kuan, Vice Chancellor -
Asia Pacific University of Technology
& Innovation - APU Malaysia, Mr
Ahmed Idrees Shareef Correspondent
Brilliant Mission High School, Archi-
tect Syed Ahmed Ali Director
Jasarath Mission High School, Mr
Mohd Ahmed Hussain Chairman
Gyan Junior and Degree College, Mr
Mohammed Mastan Director St. Su-
laiman High School, Mr Prashant Bala ‘
CEO Infinity Education Group
Malaysia and Mr. Saad Naseem Assis-
tant Manager, Asia Pacific University.
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Free medicine for financially
backward widows-Zia Khan

By-Mir Mohsin Ali

Hyderabad I had the privilege of attending the opening ceremony of
MED HOPE Pharmacy Pvt Ltd, located in Edi Bazar, Hyderabad. The
pharmacy was jointly inaugurated by AIMIM Mirza Saleem Baig and Ali
Shareef Azam, who extended their congratulations to the Managing Di-
rector, Zia Khan. In his media address, Zia Khan emphasized the unique
aspect of the pharmacy being managed by his daughter, Uroosa Khan, a
registered pharmacist. He also highlighted the availability of a wide range
of medicines, lab facilities with 3500 testing options, and an inaugural
discount of up to 20%. Furthermore, the pharmacy offers expert doc-

tor consultations and has initiated a program to provide free medicines
to financially backward widows. Mohammed Rafeeq, a microbiologist,
provided an overview of the lab facilities. The ceremony was attended by
several distinguished guests, including Dr. Mohammed Saad and Noman,
who congratulated Zia Khan and Mohammed Rafeeq.
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Mr. Mishra, former teacher of
St. Mark’s Boys Town, is recovering

—

We (James Sir, Krishna Murthy Sir, Quadri Sir, Zaheer Bhai, Yaseen &

Arif) had visited Mishra Sir and spent more than an hour, Sir had un-
dergone brain surgery as there was a clot in brain...he is presently getting
post surgery treatment at JIVA Rehabilitation centre @ Khajaguda.

He is in good conscious but taking time to recover

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

HYDERABAD Mayor Gadwal
Vijayvalaxmi along with 40
GHMC corporators met Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Aditvanath in Lucknow on
Monday.

Sources said 45 corporators
are on a study tour to Indore
and Lucknow Municipal Cor-
porations to study best practic-
es being implemented in those
cities.

While interacting with the
UP CM, the mayor spoke about
different programmes being
implemented by GHMC, includ-
ing sanitation, urban biodiver-
sity, greenery, CRMP, SNDP and
SRDP.

Telangana State Congress

g Party Irrigation, Civil
Supplies Minister Captain
Nalamada Uttam Kumar
Reddy’s father Nalamada Pu-
rushottam Reddy’s physical
injury, Ex Minister Harish
Rao and BRS party MLAs
Sabita Indra Reddy, Padi
Kaushik Reddy, Dr. Sanjay,
Vivek, Rajyasabha MP Vad-
diraju Ravichandra garu and
BRS senior leader Dr. Errolla
Srinivasu garu, Vijay Kumar

The Lucknow Municipal
Commissioner also highlighted
the programmes implemented
in Lucknow through a Power-
Point presentation.

Earlier, the corporators vis-
ited the Lucknow Smart City
office and inspected the activi-
ties conducted in three com-
mand centres.

They observed that door-to-
door garbage collection was be-
ing undertaken by battery-pow-
ered autorickshaws and the
movement of the three-wheel-
ers was monitored from the
system control room so that
they could go on the scheduled
routes, as per the scheduled
time in each colony.

If the three-wheelers do not
move, the command control

) L
Nawab Mir Hamid Ali Khan, Fareed Uddin Sabiri (Hyderabad House

Schaumburg Chicago)

HYDRAA OFFICERS FEAR KARMA

n a city where demoli-

tion drives have become
a daily routine with
HYDRAA making waves,
the Revanth Reddy gov-
ernment, in its all-new bid
to clear encroachments on
lakes and nalas, has grant-
ed the agency legal sancti-
ty and special powers,
somewhat like giving the
entity a  “superhero
licence”. As part of this,
the government has sanc-
tioned 169 posts for
HYDRAA, ranging from
additional commissioners
to a mini-army of consta-
bles, fire officers and engi-
neers. On paper, it looks
like HYDRAA is all set to
rock. But the real drama
is happening behind the
seenes., It seems that while
the public has been busy
watching bulldozers plow

through homes, lakes and
i].]'l?l']l!]'lﬁ, s0me govern ment
officials are making their
own daring escape plans.
Rumour has it that a dep-
utation to HYDRAA is
now a fate worse than
being buried under one of
those soon-to-be-demol-
ished illegal construc-
tions. Whispers in the
corridors of power
say that HYDRAA-
bound officials are
running to everyone
with clout — from the
Chief Minister to
Congress MLAs plead-
ing not to be dispatched to
the  ever-controversial
agencyv. Apparently, it's
not the dust and debris
theyv're afraid of, but the
mounting pressure, public
ire and viral videos fea-
turing heartbroken home-

PAGE 35
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OWNEers cursing the demo-
lition sguads with divine
retribution. Some officials
headed for HYDRAA are
terrified that they might
face divine justice after
being cursed by middle-
class and poor families
whose homes have to be
torn down. One insider
claimed, “When vyou
have a dozen people
Ccrying on camera,
saving that God
will punish you
and your family, it
kind of gets to vou.”
For those hoping to spend
their tenure filing paper-
work or sipping tea in
quiet government offices,
HYDRAA seems more like
an unwanted reality TV
show assignment—with a
starring role as Public
Enemy No. 1.

garu, Rangineni Abhilash Rao garu laid garland to their dead bodies and expressed their
deepest condolences to their family.

Mayor meets Yogi, shares GHMC drives

Mayor Gadwal Vijayalaxmi and corporators with Yogi Adityanath in Lucknow

SI9Yd AYIYHIAAH

centre sends the relevant su-
pervisor there and alerts them
through a walkie-talkie. It has
been observed that people col-
lect garbage in autorickshaws

from door-to-door instead of
throwing it on the roads and
the agency concerned is edu-
cating the citizens to segregate
wet and dry garbage.
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On the lighter side....

“Don’t be afraid of the dog,” said the lady to Little Johnny,
who was delivering her groceries.

“You know the old proverb, ‘A barking dog never bites?™

“Yes,” replied Little Johnny. “You know the proverb. I
know the proverb. But does your dog know the proverb?”

Why did the superhero flush the toilet?

Because it was their doo-dy!

As the storm raged, the captain realized his ship was sink-
ing fast. He called out, “Anyone here know how to pray?”

One man stepped forward. “Aye, Captain, I know how to
pray.

“Good, said the captain, “you pray while the rest of us put
on our life jackets - we're one short”

A man had just got his car stuck in a during a drive in the
country and he needed help getting it out. So he walked
until he found a farm and asked the farmer for help. The
farmer agrees to help the guy out. So he takes a horse out
of the stable and leads him to the car. The farmer then ties
a harness around the horse and the other end to the car.

The farmer yells, “Pull, Sandy!”

The horse just stands there.

The farmer yells, “Come on now, pull Twister!”
The horse once again just stands there.

Finally the farmer yells, “Ok dangit, PULL RANGER!
You're just standing there!”

Finally the horse springs forward and with all the strength
Ee has he pulls the car out of the ditch and onto the road-

|

www.Asia Times.US

N M

side.

The man thanks the farmer many times, but before leav-
ing the farmer why he yelled out names of horses that
weren't there.

The farmer just smiles and replies, “Oh, you see Ranger
there is completely blind and a lazy horse. He wasn't going
to pull if he thought he was the only one trying”

The test I gave my math class covered everything wed
studied all year -- fractions, percentages and portions of
whole units.

But maybe I could have explained things better. To the
question “What portion of a foot is six inches?”

One student answered, “The toes?”

What branch of the military accepts newborns?

The infantry.

I adopted a 9 month old female Chihuahua; after a two
week struggle for dominance she won leaving me some-
what perplexed.

After going over the training events step by step an
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epiphany graced me with a large dose of reality.

“If one wishes to train a dog he must first be smarter than
the dog”

When I look at chocolate, I hear two voices in my head.
The first one says, “You need to eat the chocolate”

The second one says, “You heard. Eat the chocolate”

I asked my wife when her birthday was.
She said March Ist.

So I walked around the room and asked again.

Her: Could you loan me ten dollars please?
Him: What did you say?

Her (a bit louder): Could you loan me twenty dollars
please?

Him: I thought you asked for ten!

You know that you're a really boring person when some-
one steals your identity and then tries to give it back.

Why was a new born puppy mad at his mother?

He felt that she gave him a licking for no reason.

Little Johnny: “Having a farm is really hard work”

Billy: “It’s an ant farm Johnny, all you have to do is super-
vise”

Where do you find lost silverware?

Answer: At the fork in the road.
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