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Brunswick Hotel Burns December 11, 1911
By Dean Borghorst
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Shortly after midnight on Sunday, December 11, 1910 the alarm was sounded that
the old Brunswick Hotel was on fire. The Minneapolis hotel had stood at the corner
of Hennepin Avenue and 4th Street since 1872. The cause of the fire remained
unknown and luckily, no one was hurt. Much of the water that was sprayed on the
fire flowed into the streets turning them into a sheet of ice. Streetcar lines were held
up until the ice could be melted from the tracks.
The Minneapolis Morning Tribune of December 12, 1910 reports an interesting
incident during the firefighting:
“One Man Arrested loudly asserting that he was a sailor of the Norwegian
navy and imagining he saw the face of a woman at one of the burning
windows on the fourth floor of the hotel, a man sprang out of the crowd and
mounting one of the aerial ladders, sped up the rounds with a nimbleness not
to be equaled by the fireman, in certain proof of his ability as a sailor. He
was finally driven back by the smoke and when he reached the street was
placed under arrest by Patrolman Erickson on a charge of drunkenness.
The man gave the name of Ole Johnson.
Although steady and at home on the round of the ladder, he is said to have
been less sure of his equilibrium on the street.”
Two years later, the Andrews hotel opened on the same site.
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Meet John Cole
TCPC Board Member-at-Large
John Cole is a name often associated with articles in this newsletter but also
as a postcard dealer. John started collecting postcards as a result of an
inheritance from his grandmother in early 1970. The cards, among other
items, were of Kenyon MN, John’s hometown where he has lived his entire
life other than the four-year tour of duty during the Korean War in the US
Navy.
Since Kenyon is John’s home town, his favorite cards of are of that area, a collection of over 500 cards
including about 150 that “are generic ones that say “Greetings from Kenyon”. John got involved as a dealer
some time after he started the collection of postcards but his interests in “old stuff” includes cartoon glasses
and matchbook covers.
When not involved with postcards, John worked as a construction electrician for 40 years for a contract
company. He installed signal lights from Anoka to Stillwater to Northfield to Burnsville during those years.
While doing all that, he served as Kenyon councilman and mayor for 16 years, Goodhue County Red Cross
board member or president, 35 years as the Red Cross disaster person for his section of Goodhue County,
10 years as commissioner of a four county, and also was the chairman of the 100 year all school reunion.
John has served as a TCPC member-at-large on the board of directors ; he actively tries to get younger
people interested in postcards by often offering postcards at bargain prices. Thanks John for all you do for
TCPC and the hobby.

2008 Board of Directors and Officers
•

President: Volunteer Needed

•

Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•

Vice President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

•

Social Coordinator: Dave Halverson, 651-699-5587

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

•

•

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-4604927

•

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

•

Member-at-Large: John Cole, 507-789-6344

•

Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668

•

Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

•

Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

PAGE 2

TCPC –MAY/JUNE 2008

VOLUME XXXII NUMBER 3

Hotel continued from page 1

Postcard Delivered a few Years Late
A postcard illustrating a color drawing of a Santa Claus
and a young girl was mailed in 1914, but it’s delivery was
slower than Christmas. It arrived in northwest Kansas
recently.
The card was dated December 23, 1914, and mailed to a
lady from her cousins in Alma, Nebraska. The mystery
where it spent most of the past century is unknown.
The woman who was to receive the postcard is now
deceased but the postcard was to a sister-in-law after
apparently spending many years in Illinois.
The postcard was placed inside another envelope with
modern postage of the early postcard with the appropriate
postage included.
“ We don’t know much about it,” said the relative “but
wherever they kept it, it was in perfect shape”
(This story from the Associated Press)
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Real Photo Postcards
By John L. Cole
I like real photo postcards!
Living in the upper mid-west was a good choice as we had a lot of real photo
postcard manufacturers. The photographer for these companies would go from
town to town every couple of years photographing churches, schools, main streets
or whatever caught the photographer’s eye. It must have been his job to find a
local outlet for cards he was going to make. In my small town, the Drug Store
and Ben Franklin Variety each had a rack of real photos. The store owner would
re-order whenever he was out. Oh how I wish I had bought more cards in those days of 5 and 10 cent
postcards.
Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin were fortunate to have so many real photo manufactures over the years. One
of the real big names was the Co.-Mo. Of Minneapolis. Co.-Mo. Got its name from the first two letters of
each owners last name. Probably starting out in 1917, they operated out of 17 N 4th Street under the
ownership of Lloyd L Cook and Harris P. Montgomery (1919). In 1920 at the same address it was owned by
Adolph Pearson and Gottfried Vallede and the following year, H.P. Montgomery took over again.
Lloyd L. Cook left the business and in 1921 started a new postcard business in Wisconsin, under the name of
L.L. Cook Company. He ran the same kind of business and also went from town to town. His postcards list
Lake Mills and Milwaukee as an address for his company.
Co-Mo. moved in 1923 to 126 S. 3rd Avenue and again in 1928 to 318 2nd Avenue South. Around 1931,
William H. Becken became the owner. He stayed on Second Avenue until 1934 when Co-Mo. moved to
1024 Nicolett Avenue in Minneapolis. They offered greeting cards and photo finishing as well as real photo
postcards. I believe that the business ceased in 1940 as the Minneapolis City Directories list W. H. Becken as
a news dealer in 1941 at that same address. I have also seen Co.-Mo. Cards with a Mason City, Iowa address
but could not find information about the business in that location.
Another spin-off of the Co.-Mo. Company and a former owner of Co.-Mo. Company was Adolph G.
Pearson. In 1933, he was selling stationary and greeting cards at 4305 Bryant Avenue South in Minneapolis.
In 1941, he moved to 2014 N. 3rd Street under the name of A. Pearson and Company. He took and made real
postcards of almost all of the communities in Minnesota. We are blessed with the larger number of real photo
postcards of small towns. Adolph ran the business until 1955 when Everett W. Pearson took over. Everett
moved the A. Pearson and Company to 2724 University Avenue SE in 1966.
In 1978, Daniel E. Pearson is the owner who moved a couple of doors down the street to 2722 University
Avenue. In 1980, the A. Pearson and Company ceased operations, or at least there are no records of the
business. There is no record that Co.-Mo. sold their inventory to A. Pearson either although one ceased
business and the other started up around the same time.
To this day there are hundreds of neat real photo postcards made by these companies that surface for the
collector. Some of Pearson’s negatives were used to make framed enlarged street scenes photos of towns and
sold throughout the state. You can find them hanging in restaurants and city halls, a reminder of the great real
photo postcards of the past. ▲
See cards page 5
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Cards continued from page 4

References:
Bonnie G. Wilson, Curator
Minnesota Historical Society
Minneapolis City Directory

Don Pietz, Lois Pietz's husband, died suddenly of a heart attack on February 23. In July of 2007 he was
diagnosed with acute leukemia, but he was in remission after being selected for a cancer study
program. You probably remember him best as the quiet man who spent a lot of time playing solitaire or
watching sports in the bar. Since he and Lois were originally from Minnesota, he always cheered for the
MN teams.
Lois will no longer be selling postcards, but she would like all the MN dealers and customers to know that
she misses everyone. If you're ever in the Ames, IA area, she'd love to hear from you.
What’s New with the Website?
Recently, Shawn Hewitt decided to step down as the webmaster. For the time being, Duane Stabler has
assumed the lead while the board seeks a new webmaster. Duane has rewritten much of the website and has
added additional content that the board of directors thought would be good to include for the membership as
well as reach out to the community. If you are interested in taking on the webmaster role, contact Duane at
952-447-8654.
Thank you Shawn, for serving as the webmaster, we appreciate all you’ve done for TCPC.
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April 2008 TCPC Show and Sale - A Recap
By Dave Johnson, Show Chairman
The Spring Postcard Show was held at the Kelly Inn St. Paul on April 12th and 13th.
Attendance was very good despite some snow in the metro area and lots more in the
northern areas. Some attendees did not leave their home areas until Sunday. Nineteen
dealers displayed a wide range of postcards and prices.
Dealers include:
From Wisconsin: David Macloud, Frank & Georgianne Lindemann, Stephen Heggemeier,
Dave Carlson & Cathi Manchester
From Minnesota: Don Morgenweck, Allan Hillesheim, Joanne Jensen, Bruce & Nancy
Adomeit, Mike Hajicek, Paul Schoenecker, Chuck Clarke, Jerome Peterson, John &
Lila Cole, Audrey Annis, Charles Donley, Charles Parrish, David Halverson and Fred
Schiffman
From Iowa: William Patrick
As usual at our club shows many volunteers helped make the show fun and a success. The
TCPC Board thanks all who volunteered and helped make the show so successful.
Dianne Lamb handled distribution the Membership Rosters and recorded paid dues.
Admission table was worked by Fred Buckland, Althea Willette, Margaret Donley, Duane
Stabler, Julie Hendricksen, Carol Brekken, Stephen Benton, Dianne Lamb, Allan Calavano,
Gary Pearson, and Ellie Johnson.
Setup and Takedown: Bob Stumm, Allan
Calavano, Fred Buckland, Gary Pearson, Duane
Stabler, and Fred Eckhardt.
Publicity: Charles Parrish and Allan
Hillesheim.
Floor layout: Gary Pearson.
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim.
Support of our show and the dealers by
members that attended and the public is
greatly appreciated.
A social sponsored by the club after the show
closed Saturday gave members a chance to
visit with dealers.
The Fall Show is tentatively planned for Oct.
4th and 5th at the Bloomington Armory. Plan
to contribute a display board of your
postcards.
(photos on pages 6, 7 and 9 — taken by Duane
Stabler)
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Editor’s Challenge Results - Early Hockey Postcards
In the January/February 2008 issue of TCPC’s newsletter,
your editor challenged all of you to come up with a few
postcards that shows hockey as it might have been. Since
Minnesota is “the state of hockey”, it only seemed
appropriate that the local collectors might just have a few
good examples and sure enough, a few people did come
forward. This topic proved to be a tough one, perhaps, it’s
because hockey might not have been popular in the early
twentieth century. It may have become popular as it spread
from Canada or perhaps select parts of Europe.
Three members provided the postcards shown. The first
postcard, from Kurt Anderson, is postmarked in 1907 from
Times Square in New York. It is advertising Guinness
Foreign Stout from E & J Burke. It’s in color with the
hockey player in a red jersey.
Three real photo cards come from Allan Hillesheim. Two
feature women with hockey sticks. The first is from 1908,
the third is of the 1910 Luther Seminary Hockey club.
On the front cover, you’ll find an early St Paul Hockey
team postcard that was posted on the internet by Scott
Petterson of Jefferson, OR. Scott has agreed to let me post
the postcard.
The last postcard is from Chuck Parrish’s collection. It is a
Tuck card produced from a photograph taken in 1902.
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Show continued from page 6

Friends of the Lake County Discover Museum located at 27277 Forest Preserve Drive, Wauconda,
Illinois is again open and provides free admission for TCPC members. Simply bring along a newsletter
showing your mailing label which proves your membership and the museum will admit you as a member.
This is the museum that contains the Curt Teich Postcard Archives, a great collection that is worth the stop
when you’re in the greater Chicago area.
As of March, the LP Art is also on display and is the newest original exhibition which explores over 50
years of the greatest artwork ever displayed on the cover of a record album.
PAGE 9
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Advertising:
General advertising will appear in newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the
newsletter each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Twin Cities Largest
6th Annual Land of Lakes
Antique Postcard & Paper Show
Friday, July 25, 2008
9 AM to 6 PM
Saturday, July 26, 2008
10 AM to 5 PM

Rosemount Community Center
13885 South Robert Trail (Hwy 3)
Rosemount, Minnesota
Free Parking
Admission $4

POST CARDS WANTED
Pre-1930 Real Photo and View Cards from

(good for both days)

Minnesota Towns of:

More than 100 tables in postcards etc
Presented by Yesterday’s Mail Contact
Morgan Rogan at 860-319-4022 or email
postcardlady@comcast.net
(See July TCPC for further details)

St. Cloud—Wadena—Baetha—Hewitt
Harold Zosel
PO Box 782, St Cloud MN 56302-0782
Phone: 320-259-7049
; email: hzosel@aol.com
Xerox Preferred—Approvals Accepted
expires: January 2009

Welcome New Members:
•

•

•

•

Robin Baker
Cohasset, MN 55721
Collects: pre '60 canoes on cards; Grand Rapids,
MN; early lift bridge (when it was cable tram) in
Duluth
Harry Drager
Woodbury, MN 55125
Collects: Great Lakes steamers; Corn Palace;
farming; Indian; old Mpls.; St. Paul
Todd and Juli Scott
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Collects: holiday, artist signed, street and city
scenes
Randy & Carolyn Michaelis
LaCrescent, MN 55947
Collects: chromolithographic, holiday

•

•

•

•

•
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Lisa Berg
Minneapolis, MN 55417
Collects: Springfield, MN
Nick Linsmayer
Lake Elmo, MN 55042
Collects: MN Indians, Lake of the Woods
John Glass
1809 Franklin Ave. SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414
Collects: Europe
Nancy L. Powell & Vern Drilling
Minnetonka, MN 55345
Collects: churches, Wales
Gail Knutson
St. Paul, MN 55105
Collects: all types

TCPC –MAY/JUNE 2008

VOLUME XXXII NUMBER 3

Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Monthly Meeting Schedule

June 18, 2008

May 21, 2008

"Writing an Arcadia Postcard History
Book ... For Fun and Profit". By Alan
Bring a postcard of your “Alma
Calavano Alan has recently completed a
Mater” to the May Show-&-Tell.
Rochester book and will provide insight
This can be your Grade/ High
into writing and working with Arcadia a
School, College or University.
leading printer of books containing
Bring one or two and tell us about its historic postcards.
history.
Also, see the Perkins drawing below.

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2008
and we hope to offer programs at least once per
quarter again this year. Do
you have a suggestion for
something you’d like to
see? Or, perhaps you’d
like to offer a program
yourself (don’t be shy)?
Programs should be about
15 minutes in length and
can be about anything from
your favorite card topic or a
general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651426-3573 for further details.

Do you have a program you’d like to present? If so, contact Dave Johnson, program director or Duane
Stabler, TCPC Newsletter Editor
Join us on June 18, sign up for the drawing for a $25 gift certificate for Perkins
Restaurant. This offer is coming from Perkins.
Perkins has been serving up delicious meals and catering to the needs of
discerning customers for over forty years. With its roots tracing back to 1958
with the opening of a single Pancake House in Ohio, the Perkins Restaurant and
Bakery chain now expands beyond its breakfast heritage.
Perkins provides high quality food, sparkling restaurants,
personalized service and unsurpassed value.

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Unless otherwise noted

Got something you want to contribute? Contact:
Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted,
your dues are due! Please return the
application in this newsletter, with any
updates, and a check for $13, plus $1
for each additional name at the same
address.

We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

