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Memories of the TCPC Fall 2016 Postcard & Paper Show
By Duane Stabler
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These photos were taken early on Saturday, November 12th showing a number of the tables with the
dealers and the many cards that were available at the show. Later that day, the crowds grew and the
armory was a busy place yet had ample room so it never felt too crowded. Thanks to all the volunteers for
making it possible and to all the patrons who came to look and purchased from the great selection.
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by The Bailey’s

Olvera Street

Olvera Street, known as “the birthplace
of Los Angeles,” is a Mexican Marketplace that recreates a romantic “Old Los
Angeles” with a block-long narrow,
tree-shaded, brick-lined market with old
structures, painted stalls, street vendors,
cafes, restaurants and gift shops. It is an
alleyway in the "birthplace of Los
Angeles." Established in 1858, it's one of
the oldest streets in the city, and one of
the shortest at just under .10 miles.
Once called Vine or Wine Street because
of the vineyards that flourished along the
way, Olvera Street was renamed in 1877
for Judge Agostin Olvera. Historic Avila
House, the oldest existing residence in
Los Angeles, stands midway along the
cobblestone street.

It was built in 1818 for Don Francisco Avila, a prosperous
rancher who became mayor of La Reina de Los Angeles in
1810. This adobe dwelling was taken over briefly by Gen.
John C. Fremont as seat of the new government when the
Yankees conquered California in 1846.
Its original walls were over 3 feet thick. Beams of cottonwood
trees from the banks of the Los Angeles River were placed to
support the ceiling. Dried chunks of tar from the La Brea pits
waterproofed the flat roof. The house is furnished as it would
have been in the 1840s, reflecting Mexican colonial tastes
with handsome, massive furnishings.
Also of interest is Our Queen of Angels, the oldest church in
Los Angeles, completed in the 1820s. It functioned as a social
and religious center.
Ironically, as Los Angeles prospered and expanded, its
historic birthplace suffered oblivion and decay. By the
beginning of the 20th century, Olvera Street had degenerated
into a grimy alley, its buildings crumbling in a sorry state of
neglect, with the Avila House scheduled for demolition.
Largely through the efforts of Christine Sterling, who had
lived in the venerable adobe building, a revitalization project
was begun. Numerous influential leaders contributed money
and support, and the chief of police donated the labor of a
prison gang to grade and brick the street.
Olvera continued on page 9
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Postcards and the State Fair

By Duane Stabler with photos by Jane Lee
Congratulations all Minnesota State Fair Postcard Board ribbon winners. Here you’ll see
their names and photos of the some of the
boards. Thanks Jane Lee for the photos.

Fair continued on page 4
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Show continued from page 1
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River Road in Minneapolis
By Dean Borghorst

These postcards show a winding stretch of
East River Parkway in Minneapolis. You
can see the buildings of downtown across
the river in the distance. The University of
Minnesota medical complex is shown all
along the road.
The earlies postcard labeled “Sunset from
Prospect Park” has an undivided back. It is
published by the Rotograph Company,
New York. At the time of that postcard the
University of Minnesota had not yet spread
to this section of the River Road.
In the later cards you can see the Foshay
Tower and other buildings downtown. The
Elliot Memorial Hospital building to the
right in the cards was replaced by a giant U
of M Hospital building in 1986.
While there have been many changes over
the years, the S-curve of the River road
remains unchanged.

Don’t forget to check your label
- if your dues are expired you’ll
need to get your payment sent
to our membership chairperson
promptly.

Please plan to attend the
monthly
meetings where
you’ll find frequent auctions
and dealers with postcards for
sale but also you’ll have opportunities to learn more about this
terrific hobby.
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Barn Raising, a Community Affair
By Duane Stabler

Where I grew up the concept of community went well beyond what we could consider community
today. It was something that stemmed back to pioneer times. These people were often settling far away
from family and friends so as they came together, strong bonds were formed as a community was born.
One of the things that has always fascinated me were barn raisings. I remember hearing stories about
how everyone would come together to help build or repair a barn for families in the community. To me
it sounded like it would be such a wonderful feeling to work together with your neighbors to help build
something they needed. It stood as a sign of accomplishment that had to make these pioneers proud of
what they did.
Since the cost of building a barn would be more than these early settlers could afford, they had to rely
on the help of neighbors. Many didn’t have the money nor were there companies such as we have today
that sold their services to build whatever is needed.
In researching I found out that in many communities it was expected for all able-bodied men to help if
there was a barn raising. If they didn’t, they might be considered un-neighborly. They simply wouldn’t
fit into the community.

It is also worth noting that this work wasn’t simply for men. Women and children would also
participate in other ways. Women would cook and prepare food for the hungry men when they
stopped, just long enough, to have lunch. Children were taught to help out in various ways and when
old enough would participate with the adults. It wasn’t unusual for a teenaged boy to be up in the
rafters along with the men swinging a hammer.
I can imagine these times as bringing a community even closer, the women working together to prepare
meals, and the men working side by side to build the barn for someone who needed it. The barn was
one of the most important buildings on these homesteads so having a structure built was crucial. It was
an important part of the livelihood of the farm itself.
Churches would sometimes be built for a community in the same manner. When growing up I knew of
a rural church that had been built by my great grandfather, grandfather and others within the
church community. Rocks were picked from the
fields and used for filler with the concrete that was
mixed by hand and used for the foundation.
Neighbors worked together to cut the wood and
plane it for use. Everything was made on the site.
Women, children and those perhaps too old to
climb a roof would go around and gather used
nails, hammering them straight to be used again.
Today that church is long gone but served that
rural community up until economic conditions
leading up to the depression of the 1930’s forced it
to be closed.
Note that in this photo there is only a windmill and a few
small buildings and farm equipment.
Barn continued on page 7
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Although I was too young to experience this kind of barn raising firsthand, I did grow up in
a time when my father purchased a barn from an abandoned homestead. We dismantled
that barn, board by board, transported it to our farm where I recall spending many hours
pulling nails. Oh, that was a task pulling those bent nails from the wood. I know my parents did much more than I did and
yes, we straightened the nails and reused them on a later project. It was a
way to save money and when we had
all that wood cleaned of nails it was
ready to be used to build a large machine shed that would have easily held
six cars. It was used to house our
tractors, pickup and even the family
car. Not unlike those barn raisings,
my dad’s brothers, his father-in-law
and even my mother’s cousin came to
build it. I didn’t get to participate as I
was in school but I remember returning home each day and saw the progress and the hard work. I recall thinking Five days from the original October 19th photo
how wonderful it would be if I could stay the first level of the barn is in place.
home and help to build that building.
How long did it take to raise such a
barn? Well, it all depended on the
help but below you will find a series
of photo postcards that were taken
from October 14, 1914 when there is
no barn in the scene and you’ll see
the progress of the building as well
as the crew posing in the October
27th photo postcard. By November
6, 1914 the barn is complete including the cupolas on the roof.

Two days later, the rafters are cut and up on the
barn.

Barn continued on page 8
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Two more days and the roof boards
are now placed over the rafters.

The following day, the roof boards
are nearly complete and the crew of
neighbors pose for the camera.

This photo image shows finishing the
barn ends getting ready for the shingles.

Less than one week later the barn is finished and both cupolas are installed. It’s hard to say if the
barn has paint by this time but it certainly is ready for a good coat of red paint.
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Olvera continued from page 2
On Easter Sunday, April 20, 1930,
Olvera Street officially opened "to
preserve and present the customs, trades
and traditions of early California."
Visitors from around the world stroll
around the marketplace smelling the ever
-present taquitos and tacos at the outdoor
cafes, listening to the strolling mariachi
music, and watching Aztecs and
Mexican folkloric dancers. They also
offer handcrafted items such as pottery,
belts, wallets, purses, leather, pinatas and
Mexican folk art.
There are no cars allowed on Olvera
Street, it is for walking only. When we
first moved to Los Angeles, we both
worked downtown. Olvera Street was the
place for Mexican food at lunch. They
had the best taquitos along with fresh
guacamole sauce. It was there where I
was taught to eat corn tortillas hot with
butter on them, much like lefse.
Mexicans would make the corn tortillas in
front of you, patting them between their
hands to the right thinness. In California,
you would seldom use flour tortillas. The
corn varieties were readily available and
you would steam them at home and serve
with butter. Yum! Just thinking about
them makes us hungry but in stores today,
they all seem to push the flour tortillas.
Olvera Street continues to be a major
tourist stop attracting as many as two
million visitors per year.
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Advertising:

General advertising will appear in the newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Upcoming Programs
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details

TCPC News
I have resigned as the editor of TCPC’s
newsletter. This issue marks the 67th issue
over the last 11+ years and it’s time for
someone else to step up to this position. The
resignation is effective as of this issue of
TCPC to be published by me.
Doing this task has not always been easy as
it impacts what free time I have and has
caused me to put some other important
issues on the back burner for too long.
I must say that the work is interesting. I’ve
learned a lot about postcards and have
enjoyed what I’ve done. Why else would I
have done it for so many years!

Check your label: Does it indicate your membership
renewal is due? If so, please send in your payment to
Dianne Lamb, membership chair for continued newsletters and membership privileges.

I’ll continue to be active in the group.
Perhaps, I’ll do a little more writing as I’ve
been doing and what you see in this issue.

January meeting (1/18/2017): The 17th is Ben
Franklin’s birthday - do you have any patriotic cards
honoring our USA patriots? This is a show and tell bring them for discussion.

If you are interested but have questions
about the position and what it takes, you can
contact me about it. …….Duane

February meeting (2/15/2017): Today is the day
after Valentines Day. Bring your favorite Valentine
and your Valentine’s card.

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application

Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Upcoming Meetings and Events

All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Welcome New Members





Dusty Paquin Waverly MN Collects golf and country club postcards
Blaze Lanoue Burnsville MN Collects James Colby RPPC, Marshfield WI RPPCs and WI RPPCs
Kelly Tubbs Chisago City MN Collects RPPC with drummers and musicians

TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2017

Mark Your Calendar with these dates
Meeting Schedule for 2016/17

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst. Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor :
Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Rosemary Palmer, 612-308-6474
Member-at-Large: Jane Lee, 952-567-3713
Member-at-Large: Vacant

Jan 18 | Feb 15| Mar 15
Apr 19 | May 17 | Jun 21
Jul 19 | Aug 16 | Sept 20
Oct 18 | Nov 15 | Dec 20

Board Meeting Schedule for 2016/17
Jan 4 | Mar 1 | May3
Jul5 | Sept 6 | Nov 1

Wanted: Upcoming Programs
Have a program you’d like to do for the group? It
only needs to be 10 to 15 minutes long.
Programs can be about anything from your
favorite card topic or a general postcard topic.

Support TCPC—participate in the shows, and
monthly meetings. Consider participating on the board
and consider providing articles to the editor. Don’t
expect a handful of members do all the work. Doing so
will threaten the livelihood of the club.

Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further
details.

Looking for collectables and postcards??? Don’t know
where to look?? Go to the Twin City Post Card Club
website—find a listing of known markets in the region.

Check the TCPC website for Shows that have come
to the attention of the editor. It will be updated as
more information becomes available. We can’t
guarantee that postcards will be at the show but that’s
part of the hunt for that special postcard.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!

T C P C – J AN / F E B 2 0 1 7

We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8: 15 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: destabler@mediacombb.net

