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Suzanne & Sheldon Vernon

Source of stories, photos

Suzanne Vernon with Tundra.
Vernon photo

The first issue of the Seeley
Swan Pathfinder rolled off the press
on May 22, 1986. Longtime Swan
Valley residents Suzanne and Sheldon Vernon teamed up with
Michelle and Dick Potter of Seeley
Lake to create the weekly newspaper. Suzanne, who graduated with a
degree in journalism from UM, researched and wrote articles for the
newspaper until the mid-1990s.
The Vernons established their
own publishing business and printed
several regional books, including
Cabin Fever, a collection of stories
about the Seeley Lake area by the
Seeley Lake Writer’s Club. The
Vernon’s researched, wrote and
printed Seeley Swan Day Hikes.
Continued page 2
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Ed Beck Recalled Traveling in the Swan, 1917-18
In fall 1976 cousins Arne Nouseman and
Ed Beck recorded their interview discussion.
Suzanne Vernon transcribed and summarized
the discussion during her work on the Swan
Valley Oral History Project. The recording offers clues to what traveling to the Swan Valley
was like in the early 1900s.
Ed Beck’s father, Edward Axel Beck,
filed a claim in 1916 on 160 acres west of the
Swan River, north of Cold Creek. Eight other
Finlanders filed in the Swan that year, including
Jalmar Maki whose homestead adjoined the
Beck filing. In describing a first trip to the
Swan Valley in 1917, Ed said, “Maki sewed me
a pair of moccasins, out of raw deer hide, hair
off.”
The [family] returned to the Swan the following spring when Ed was eleven years old.
Ed Beck, ca. 1990s
Arne asked how long the trip took. “We had to
Vernon photo
hike all night,” Ed said. “I remember that first
time they hadda stop at Seeley Lake for two or three weeks, they couldn’t get
through the mudholes you know. And from there they went as far as Charlie
Brown’s, that would be up Rice Creek. And they stayed there. And the next,
third, move, they had a week or so to stay at Rainy Lake. By the Clearwater
River. Stayed there and they made a boat [stone boat?] to drag their wagon
over the Summit. Because there was that much snow.”
“It was that early in the spring?” Arne asked.
“Yeah, and you know what time they got back down here? There wasn’t
no road down here. ... The 17th of May,” Ed said.
“And you left when?” Arne asked.
Ed said, “I don’t know, but there was that much snow on that meadow
over there yet. And that trail ... we called it the pack trail that crossed the river
down here ... an Indian trail.”
“Surveyors had the first road, and that ended right over here,” Ed said.
“And they never built no bridges. Here there wasn’t no bridges, just a pack
trail to Swan Lake. And the homesteaders finally got tired of packing stuff on
their back. We run out of groceries down there at the old Forest Service staContinued page 2
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Beck travels cont. from p. 1

Bob Martin Recalls Traveling in the Swan, 1930s

tion. Dad and Petaja, they walked
clean down to Swan Lake. There
was a camp there, you know, the
Great Northern had a camp there.
Craney. And they sold them groceries. Old Laine and Dad, and old
Petaja, Spud Petaja. They went
down there early in the morning and
got back the next morning. They
never stopped. They had sixty
pounds of beef steak. ... The families were starving. And that’s the
way it went until finally a bunch of
them got together from Salmon Prairie. Spud and Dad went. Maki didn’t
go, he was pretty old. That camp
furnished them groceries ... and they
chopped that trail out, wide enough
for a stone boat. So they could take
the horses down, they got a team,
they’d take the horses down with
that stone boat. There was no bridges either. At High Banks [Point
Pleasant] they had to put new runners on. ... it wore them out, that
ground. Just keep putting new bottoms on. The company sold them
groceries. ... the Somers Lumber
Company, that was the Great Northern. Craney. 1917 and 1918.”

Suzanne Vernon interviewed Bob
Martin for the Swan Valley Oral
History Project. Excerpts here are
from the Montana Voices of the
Swan book and a transcript she
made of an oral recording.
Bob came to the Swan Valley in
1934 when he was 16 years old to
live with his aunt and uncle, Babe
and Eva Wilhelm. He worked as a
fire lookout, smoke chaser, packer,
Bob Martin at Swan Lake.
and trail builder. He said, “... we
Vernon photo.
had a lot of fun. Cut out all those
trails around Lindbergh Lake.
Camped at the Guard Station there at Lindbergh lake. ... Course all the dudes
around and swimming parties every night. Once in awhile they’d have a
dance up at Lindbergh Lake. Elbow Lake it was then.”
“A lot of time the road wasn’t open up to Lindbergh Lake. They’d end
up with five foot of snow up there. When the road was open they’d have a
party up there once in awhile. I can remember going up to Holland Lake with
a team and sleigh. You stayed till daylight. A lot of time you stayed and had
breakfast.”
“There were trails all over.... you’d have a foothill trail ... and all the
other trails would cross it ... would hook up.... The trails went to the lookout.
You had a trail to Summit Lake ...
you had a trail in on the south side
of Holland Lake, and the Gordon
Trail and then the trail up the canyon.... You got down ... past
Cooney, and ... down to Smith
Plans May Change due to Covid-19
Creek, ... then you got down to Lion Creek.... The trails over the top
July 3, Museum opens, 12-4pm.
all hooked up with the road in the
July 4, Celebration, Swan Valley
valley.”
Museum, 9am-2pm.
August 7, Roads & Trails Storytelling Celebration & Fundraiser,
Swan Valley Museum, 3-5pm.
August 14, Huckleberry
Festival, Table at Swan Lake Day
Use Area.
September 4, Museum Closes
(open by appointment)
September or October, School
Tours, Swan Valley Museum, date
and time TBA.
October 9-10, Tour of the Arts,
Artists show and sell their work at
the Swan Valley Museum.
October 21, Annual Meeting,
Swan Valley Museum, 1pm.
December 4, Frostbite Festival,
Neil & Dixie Meyer
Swan Valley School, 10am-3pm.

Vernons cont. from p. 1
Suzanne is a well-known historian, author, archivist, and entrepreneur. She interviewed numerous
Swan Valley residents, 1998-2007,
transcribed their stories, scanned
historical photos, and photographed
each interviewee as part of the Upper Swan Valley Oral History Project. She wrote and compiled the
stories in Montana Voices of the
Swan, published by USVHS in
2011. The volume details the lives
of the early settlers who were determined to eke out a living in this remote mountain valley.
Many of the stories and photos
in USVHS newsletters, website and
displays are from Suzanne’s work
on the Oral History Project, or from
a large collection of photos, articles,
and transcripts she compiled over
the years. We are grateful.

USVHS 2021

Events Calendar

What is it?

Collection
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Who We Are
Officers

Steve Lamar, President
(406) 754-2745
lamar@blackfoot.net
Neil Meyer, Vice Pres.
(406) 754-2265
Fern Kauffman, Secretary
Katharine Beers, Treasurer
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USVHS RAFFLE FUNDRAISER
Every little bit helps. Your support keeps the Upper Swan Valley Historical Society viable. Raffle sales help us offer programs, create exhibits and pay the many expenses, such as electricity,
maintenance, insurance, taxes and upgrades. Thank you for lending a hand by participating in
this charitable raffle.

Board of Directors
Trina Arnold
Ellie Greenough
Sharon Gressle
Helene Michael
Pat Sinz

Directors At-Large

Horton B. “Tony” Koessler
Henry Pennypacker Jr.

Program Coordinator,
Newsletter Editor

#1

Mark Katrein photo, Alpen Glow on
Holland Peak, on stretched canvas,
unframed. Donated by Mark Katrein. Value
$125. Red ticket.

#2

Lynne Perry painting, donated by
Lynne Perry, Value $300. Blue ticket.

Anne Dahl

Website Editor

Susan Novosel

Archivist

Fern Kauffman

Digital Archivist
Jenny Kauffman

For more information
contact any of the Society’s
officers or directors or write:

Upper Swan Valley
Historical Society
PO Box 1128
Condon, MT 59826

News & Notes is created and
distributed by the Upper
Swan Valley Historical
Society. Become a member,
donor, or volunteer.
USVHS welcomes all
volunteers! If you would
like to volunteer contact
President Steve Lamar,
754-2745, or Colleen Kesterson, 754-2377. Your support is greatly appreciated!

#3

Braided rug, handcrafted by
Dar Kearney. Donated by Steve
and Sharon Lamar. Est. value $35.
Yellow ticket.

#4

Load of gravel. Delivery included within a
25 mile radius of mile-marker 37, Highway
83. Value $220. Donated by Matthew Brothers
Construction. Green ticket.

Ticket Prices: $5 each or 4 for $15

An unlimited number of tickets will be sold. The drawing will be at the USVHS Annual Meeting October 21. Winners need not be present to win. Raffle proceeds support the Upper Swan
Valley Historical Society, Inc.
Tickets available at the Swan Valley Museum
and in the USVHS August newsletter, or call 406-754-2238.

You can help
Fundraising for heat pump underway

The USVHS is raising funds for the new heat pump #2, installed May 27 in the
south room of the Swan Valley Museum.
The heat pump (#1) in the north room has significantly reduced energy costs since
2019. The heat pumps maintain a steady temperature that protects the valuable artifacts
and exhibits at the museum.
The fundraising goal for the south room heat pump is $4600. Donations are welcome.
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Roads & Trails Storytelling Fundraiser Gallery

Top: Leita Anderson, Swan Valley Museum entrance.
Middle: Gene Miller, roads & trails interpretive display,
Dennis Jette, Neil Meyer.
Bottom: Salish Kootenai College Professor Tim Ryan and
audience.

Recipe
Montana Wild
By Marian Seaman, originally by John Stump
From the Huck Book

4 Parts vodka
3 Parts huckleberries, uncooked, uncrushed
2 Parts sugar

Salish Kootenai Youth Crew Tour
A youth crew of high school and Salish Kootenai
College students toured the Swan Valley Museum July 7
with Steve Lamar. The group spent two weeks doing trail
work and other projects with the Flathead National Forest
in the Swan Valley.
The Salish Kootenai students have a keen interest in
the stories of their elders, Steve said. Culture and Language Professor Tim Ryan led the group. The crew stayed
at the Condon Work Center while in the valley.

You can vary the amount of berries and sugar according to taste.
Combine ingredients in a glass gallon jar. Shake periodically until the sugar dissolves. Then let stand for 3
months. The berries make a great ice cream topping.
Enjoy!
John Stump had a place at Lindbergh Lake.
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July 4 Gallery

Swan Valley Museum
Summer Schedule

Open July 3 - September 4,
Friday & Saturday, 12pm - 4pm
Or year-round by appointment
Schedule may change due to Covid-19.
info@SwanValleyHistoricalSociety
www.SwanValleyHistoricalSociety.org
Call Steve Lamar or Fern Kauffman for appointments ,
or to inquire about accessibility.

Top l.-r.: USVHS parade float, Holmes family members.
Center l.-r.: Crowd in front of Swan Valley Museum, Sue Cushman,
child and dog at the Whalen Cabin.
Bottom: Grand Marshal Valli Bigley in jeep with Dixie Meyer.

406) 754-2745 or (406) 754-2238.
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USVHS Priorities
The USVHS priorities are the preservation and promotion
of the cultural heritage of the Swan Valley. As such our
focus is on:
• Discovering and assembling records of historical work.
• Providing educational outreach and research opportunities.
• Preserving historical artifacts and sites of significance.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recent
Accomplishments

U.S.F.S Tack & Hay Shed. (2020)
Holmes Family Tree. (2020)
New security system for the Museum & Heritage site
with more cameras and remote access.
Ben Holland Family Tree.
Heat pump #2 in south room.
Spit-rail cedar fence at museum.
July 4 Celebration at museum.
Salish-Kootenai student tour at the museum.
Roads & Trails Storytelling fundraiser at the museum.

Upcoming and
Continuing Projects

Digital research workstation for museum visitors to access homestead records & other historical information.
Digital archive system.
Oral History Project Phase II.
Outdoor power source for summer events at the museum.
Voices of the Swan Book 2.
Heat Pump #2 fundraising.
Swan Valley & Salmon Prairie school tour, date tbd.
Tour of the Arts October 9-10 at the museum.
Annual meeting, October 21.
Frostbite Festival, December 4.

How You Can Help see page 7.

Thank You Volunteers &
All Who Have Donated
Historical Items
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In Memory of
Ron Hummel
Ona Lake
Pamela Peabody
Tony Quadros
Alan”Pete” Taylor
Jim Wolvington

What is it?
Answer
We don’t know what it is.
Do you? Please let us know
if you do.
Longtime Swan Valley resident Ona Lake lived to age
106. She enjoyed hiking, snowmobiling and her many
friends. Ona passed away in July this year. She will be
missed.

Neil & Dixie Meyer
Collection

Support the discovery, collection, interpretation and preservation of local historic and cultural resources.
We thank you, and future generations will thank you, too!!
The Upper Swan Valley Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt non-profit corporation. Federal Tax ID #77-0666044.
Contributions are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. Contributions will be acknowledged by letter.
Please make all checks payable to: Upper Swan Valley Historical Society, Inc., POB 1128, Condon, MT 59826
Name:_________________________________________________

MULTI-YEAR PLEDGE: 3 YEAR_________ 5 YEAR________

Address________________________________________________

Total pledge amount $________ Amt paid now $___________

City___________________________St._______Zip____________

Choose payment schedule: Annual:___ Quarterly:___ Monthly:____

Tel._______________________Email________________________
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: July 1—June 30

Undesignated contribution or pledge: ____

Individual: $25___ Family $35___ Business: $100___

Contribution or pledge designated for: _________________________

CONTRIBUTIONS: Amount—$_______________
Memorial:___ In honor of:___

SIGNATURE_________________________ Date:_______________

Name:__________________________________________________

How Can You Help? Keeping the Swan Valley Museum open requires a team of dedicated volunteers, inspired members and
consistent financial support in order to have a viable operation and be able to pay the many expenses such as electricity, heat,
insurance, taxes, maintenance and upgrades. To this end we are actively growing our membership and inviting new donors along
on our exciting journey. As the saying goes “many hands make light work” and this endeavor is no different. We invite you to
begin, or continue, your support of the USVHS through membership, volunteering or donations (one time, monthly, yearly or
lifetime options). We are proud to call Swan Valley our home and look forward to preserving our rich history! Thank you for
making a difference! Please contact Steve Lamar, President at (406) 754-2745 or info@SwanValleyHistoricalSociety.org.
We thank you for your generous support.
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Driver Walter Haasch 1925, original Swan Valley highway
at Smith Creek. Haasch collection.

Inside:
Memories of Early Day Travel:
Ed Beck
Bob Martin
July 4 and Roads & Trails photos.
Bringing electricity to Swan Valley late 1950's.
Jette/Deegan collection

The USVHS is funded in part by coal severance taxes paid based upon coal mined in
Montana and deposited in Montana’s Cultural
and Aesthetic Projects Trust Fund.
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