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BUS STOP ADS - Now that more folks are feeling better

about getting out, we wanted to spread the news about
our services, especially to those who are unaware of what
we do and so desperately need us.
We have placed an ad at 4 bus stops throughout our service area which
have display cases. You will be able to see them for the next 3 months.
STREET BANNER - NESA signed up to have

our street banner displayed at 8 intersections in hopes of enticing others to volunteer. Keep a look out for it from now until
the end of the year.

Strengthening our Impact
From our Executive Director

Due to everyone’s diligence
in following safety guidelines, COVID-19 infections in San Antonio are down. Great job, everyone!!
During the past year, our staff
went into high gear to make sure
that safety measures were in place,
ensuring everyone’s health as best
we could. Some volunteers even
chose to pause their volunteer activities, and we totally understood.
In April 2020, not only did our
rides resume, but the requests for
our Telephone Reassurance calls
increased, and we were happy to
oblige, helping those who were isolated still feel connected to society.
When other ride providers suspended their own services (with

some still being closed), NESA was
inundated with even more requests
for rides. It was our NESA drivers
who stepped up to the challenge.
Our volunteers are incredible! They
are truly selfless and dedicated.
Nothing would have been possible
without them.
Since January, NESA has also
been providing rides to COVID vaccines and tests. Our special thanks
to the drivers who stepped up and
gave their all!!
We’ll soon welcome office volunteers back and have in-person Board
meetings...so long ZOOM!
For now, we will continue to wear
masks on assignments until otherwise noted. We will keep you posted.
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Office Closings
Independence Day 7/5
Labor Day 9/6
Thanksgiving 11/25-26
Christmas Dec 24-Jan1

Chuckles
Q: Why should you stand
in the corner if you get
cold? A: It's always 90 degrees.
I was in the emergency
room when a young male
nurse came in to ask routine medical questions.
Nurse: Have you ever had a
hysterectomy?
Me: Yes.
Nurse: When?
Me: 2011.
Nurse: Do you think you
could be pregnant?
Me: Do you think this is the
right career for you?

How do you make a pirate
furious? Take away the p.
A man goes to the doctor,
concerned about his wife's
hearing. The doctor says,
"Stand behind her and say
something and tell me how
close you are when she
hears you." The man goes
home, sees his wife in the
kitchen, cutting carrots on
the countertop. About 15
feet away he says, "Honey,
what's for dinner?" Nothing. He gets halfway to her
and repeats the same
question. Nothing. Very
concerned, he gets right
behind her and asks again
"What's for dinner?" She
turns around and says "For
the THIRD time, beef stew!"
Source: www.rd.com

SPOTLIGHT ON CLIENT
L A I S C O S TA
If you look at a prism, at first it may
seem unassuming, until you hold it up
to light...then, oh my, how spectacular
it is!! That describes Lais Costa. Lais
was a secretary for an engineering firm
in Brazil. Although her first language is
Portuguese, her correspondence included French and English, and she
even sent Telex in Japanese!
Her husband was from New Jersey,
and after they met, they moved to various locations in the U.S. following his
career path. Her stepchildren and son
are central to her conversation, as she
speaks of family unity and acceptance.
Her words of wisdom include: “love
them the way they are; sit together and

have coffee and cake; and walking and
praying are helpful.”
Lais can entertain you with playing the
piano and percussion instruments. She
will even demonstrate her Samba moves!
Lais is a savvy businesswoman and has an
accredited day care in her home. Her life
experiences and talents are instilled in the
children under her care. Her son is a detective for SAPD, and she is a proud
grandma to two beautiful grandboys.
Lais says NESA is her second family.
“The volunteers are nice...they open
doors and sit with you. This type of care
is hard to find because people are so
busy. I’m thankful for NESA.”

Letters of Appreciation
NESA, through the goodness of our volunteers, has been able to continue enriching the lives of older adults in our community ...and we are
very proud of this! We receive many letters of appreciation each
month...here are just a few of them:
“NESA was a big help to me and deserves
so much more for your services.”
J

“My driver was the most wonderful man
God made!”
S

“An excellent driver and a big help.”

H

“...she was a very kind and genuine person. So glad to have her as a driver when
needed.”
R
“The staff is so kind...I do not forget kindness. Please take good care of yourself.”
P
“Thanks for taking me to get a vaccine
and waiting with me.”
L

“I love the services provided by NESA.
After I moved here it was by the grace
of God that another person told me
about NESA. Every time I called NESA,
the volunteers would show up on time
and get me to my doctors on time. Each
one is loving, caring, and has a beautiful
smile. I can’t say enough about the services. NESA has truly been a blessing to
me. Thank you! “
E
“NESA’s assistance is always appreciated.”
R
“My shopper was really sweet and
kind.”
M

GOODWILL Gift Cards
Our thanks to The Junior League of San Antonio who
partnered with Goodwill Industries of San Antonio to provide NESA with 30 gift cards to our lowest-income clients. They were very much appreciated and well-used!!

T he I n d e p e n d e n t C o n n e c t i o n
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VO LUN TE E RS
January

Linn Danielski

February

John Mayes

March

Lisa Willbanks

April

Marvin Boroski

May

Cyndi Levesque

OF THE

MONTH!
WELCOME:

SPOTLIGHT ON VOLUNTEER
G A RY H U NT
Our volunteers are some of the nicest folks you’ll ever meet, and NESA
Volunteer, Gary Hunt, is no exception!
Originally from Illinois, Gary and his
wife, Sue, settled in good ‘ole San Antonio in 1987, and have called it home
ever since.
Gary and Sue have been married
for 51 years and have 2 grandsons
here in San Antonio. Retired from a
career in Property & Casualty Insurance, Gary and Sue are on a quest to
visit all the national parks in the
USA...so very interesting and inspiring!

When asked what
brought him to NESA, Gary said not
only did he want to give back to the
community, but he remembers his
mother and mother-in-law being in a
situation where they no longer drove
and had to rely on others, which
proved to be tough at times. He
wants to do all he can to help those
who need us the most, and his current situation allows him to do just
that!
Gary has been an adamant supporter and volunteer for 5 years. Our
sincere thanks to you, Gary!

NESA Offers So Much to Older Adults
NESA offers more than just rides. We walk beside clients
and offer an arm for balance, walk them inside buildings,
help find the doctor office and sign in, and engage in conversation, which reduces isolation.
We not only increase a person’s access to healthcare and
nutrition, all of our services improve quality of life.
Since 1984, we have helped over 7,000 seniors!

Angela Abbott
Katherine Baine
Mitch Beito
Tricia Christensen
Michael Collins
Reagan Loria
Richard Martinez
Steven Olson
Pamela Sommer
Paul Ziese

We are always in need
of volunteers. God has
given all of us so many
talents. Think about
how you can give back
to others what God has
bestowed on you.
A kind word, a gentle
touch, and an open
heart go a long way to
comforting those in
need. A few hours a
week or a month would
make a big difference.

An exercise for people
who want to start slow:
Begin with a five-pound
potato bag in each hand.
Extend your arms
straight out from your
sides, hold them there
for a full minute, and
then relax. After a few
weeks, move up to tenpound potato bags. Then
try 50-pound potato
bags, and eventually get
to where you can lift a
100-pound potato bag in
each hand and hold your
arms straight for more
than a full minute. Once
you feel confident at that
level, put a potato in
each bag. -Beverly Gross
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Pennies for
Grandma!!!

Reaching out to
neighbors in need,
NESA volunteers
perform simple acts of
kindness during the
course of any ordinary
day.

For 2 months, beginning September 1 through October 31, we will be
collecting change. We’ll place buckets at our partner congregations and
here in our office for whenever you stop by.

Clients—if you need us to stop by and pick up
your change, give us a call.

Jan—May 2021
Volunteer Service Hours

In November, we’ll select the winning congregation and winning individual and present them with a certificate, and bragging rights!!

Rides to Doctor:
1545 hours
1030 1-way trips
Grocery Shopping:
543 hours
362 1-way trips
Telephone Reassurance:
209 hours
290 calls
Handy Helpers:
178 hours
214 1-way trips
Board Meetings:
68 hours

Our biggest fundraiser is The Big Give SA.
On Sept 23, you can help by donating in
various ways:

The Big Give SA

Sept 23

1. Mail in your donation to us
2. Use your credit card on the Big Give
website by selecting NESA at:
https://www.thebiggivesa.org/organizat
ions/northeast-senior-assistance
3. Go to www.neseniorassistance.org and
click on Paypal
4. Drop by our office and make your donation in person!!

0 1-way trips
Other Services:

NESA’s “Other” Services

132 hours

Don’t forget, since 1984, NESA’s services have included the following:

172 1-way trips
Total Hours:
2685
Total Round Trips: 889
Total 1-way Trips: 1778

Thank You
Volunteers!
You’re the
Best!!!!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Referral Service -providing numbers to other service agencies you might need.
Grocery Shopping
Minor Home Repairs - Handy Helper services
Pharmacy Runs
Socialization Events
Senior Santa
Food Bank phone numbers and pick-ups - new this year
Trips to DPS to get an ID - new this year
NESA’s mission is to actively reflect God’s love by providing transportation and other
services to enhance the quality of life and independence for seniors.
Find us on Facebook! Just type in: Northeast Senior Assistance
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DONATIONS ARE GRATEFULLY RECEIVED
Guardian Angels
2021
These angels donated $100
or more during 2021

Bev Adkins
Rena Albert
Dolly Baker
Dominique Barbier
Kathy Beer
Eve Birnkammer
Aida Brett
Barbara Dehle
Stephanie DeLorenzo
Nancy Frase
Ella Gordon
Peg Gorton
Henry & Selma Hadigian
Margaret Hager
Gary Hunt
Mary Kemble
Peggy Korge
Olive Lyde
Shelley Lykke
Tom Mathieu
Alicia Moreno
Norma Palumbo
Ellen Pfeiffer
Suzette Price
Lydia Ramirez
G. Schwarz
Rodolfo & Rose Torres
Juanita Trono
Linda Turner
Steve Vacek
Dan Vogel
Randy & Martha Waters
Shirley Watts
Bob Zapata
Paul Ziese
Other Supporters
*AACOG/Alamo Regional
Transit
*Baptist Health Foundation
*Benevity/USAA
*Christ Episcopal Church
*Christ Lutheran Church
*Community Bible Church
*Hasenbeck Charitable Trust
*ITN America
*Junior League of San Antonio
*MacArthur Park Lutheran

*Mays Family Foundation
*Morningside Ministries
*Network for Good
*Phillips 66
*San Antonio Area Foundation
*St. Luke’s Lutheran Health
Ministries
*United Way of San Antonio
*Women of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church/Green Door Thrift
Store

Honorariums

In Memoriam
Carmel Baumann
Lorene Beatty
June Bolt
JoAnne Bricker
Rosemary Costilla
Esther Detmer
Dora Hawkins
Robert Neely
Esperanza Ortiz

Sue Bain in honor of driver
Velma Hinojosa
Rhea Clouse in honor of driver Velma Hinojosa and shopper Suzette Price
Stephanie DeLorenzo in honor of drivers John Mayes, Lisa
Willbanks, Bob Zapata
Peg Gorton in honor of NESA
Volunteers and Staff
Henry Hadigian in honor of
driver Bob Zapata

Memorial Donations
Margaret Hager in memory of

former client Margaret Cook
Betty Vacek in memory of
Walt Hailey
Joan Walker in memory of her
husband, CH Conrad Walker,
Ret.

NESA is registered on the
Amazon Smile Foundation
website.
When you order, instead of
logging into Amazon.com,
log into
http://smile.amazon.com
and designate NESA as
your charitable organization.
Amazon donates 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to NESA.
Nothing comes out of your
pocket!

We never make it
mandatory that the clients we serve donate to
NESA, but to those that
can, we are most grateful.
We are especially reaching out to those who receive our services regularly but who have never
donated. We appreciate
anything you can give,
whether it be monthly or
on a schedule of your
choice.
Remember, your donation helps keep our doors
open so we can continue
to serve you and others.

In lieu of flowers,
perhaps you can request
that donations be made to
“Northeast Senior Assistance.”
Be careful not to say “NESA”
because other organizations
have the same acronym.
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N E SA S t af f
Pat Ogle
Executive Director

Nancy Frase
Volunteer Coordinator

Jessica Molina
Program Assistant

Darla Alston
Outreach Nurse

NESA

2903 Nacogdoches Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78217

210-967-6372

JUNE
6/1
6/3
6/6
6/6
6/8
6/9
6/13
6/19
6/21
6/22
6/26
6/28
6/30
JULY
7/2
7/5
7/7
7/7
7/11
7/12
7/12
7/12
7/12
7/13
7/14
7/17
7/18
7/18
7/18

Margaret Carol
Helen Anderson
Jean Applegate
Ursula Ross
Aronette Bacon
Richard Martinez
Mariel Rowland
Lula Kirksey
Helen Campos
Zachary Burleson
Richard Irons
Diana McKowen
Angela Abbott
Holly Zeidler
Norman Graham
Lynn Valo
Thomas Vinson
Rhea Clouse
Martin Flannery
John Juarez
Peggy Korge
Pamela Pattie
Linn Danielski
Doris Sklencar
Maribeth Drake
Barbara Johanningmeier
Jo Ann Leifeste
Teresa Maldonado

7/20
7/23
7/25
7/31
7/31
7/31
AUGUST
8/2
8/2
8/3
8/6
8/13
8/15
8/16
8/19
8/23
8/23
8/24
8/24
8/24
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/28
8/28
8/29
8/29
8/30
8/31

Paul Ziese
Frederick Jamison
Gertrude Carter
Teresa Berg
Joan Courtney
Carolyn Rawlings
Richard Courtemanche
Bob Zapata
Gary Hunt
Yvonne Crawford
Marylyn Croman
Rhejeanne Neeley
Steven Muegge
Robert Kinsey
Salvador Campos
James Palmer
Marion Branch
Elnora Jefferson
Debby Gil
Betty Lewis
Robert Lozano
Robert Greene
Larry Johnson
Sallie Scott
Willie Herron
Molly Schmidt
Erlinda Hamilton
Gary Anderson

8/31
Deena Bird
8/31
Judy Ellsworth
8/31
Henry Hadigian
SEPTEMBER
9/3
Loris Freed
9/6
L.C. Courtney
9/6
John Mayes
9/8
Sue Sherman
9/9
John Dimler
9/9
Selma Hadigian
9/9
Jessica Molina
9/9
Betty Vacek
9/10
Lisa Lozano
9/14
Mary Kemble
9/14
Edward Luebken
9/15

Jesse Arredondo

9/17
9/19

Pamela Sommer
Virginia Ashby

9/19

Mollie Gates

9/20

Minnie Givens

9/21

Doris M. Lothrop

9/26
9/26

Bill Clyde
Evangeline Juarez

9/28

Guadalupe Casados

9/28

Velia Ruiz

9/29
9/30

Faye Manger
LeAnne Smith

