
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

March 11, 2024
The meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. (1800) by Commissioner Hudson.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 8th, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. (1830).  Present were Commissioner Hudson, Commissioner Pidduck, Commissioner Anderson (Zoom), Chief Berg and Secretary Berg. Firefighters Phill Zimmerman, Chuck Royal, Mark Redis (Zoom) and community members Cindy McKeon and Mark Reilly (Zoom) were also present.  
Public Comment: Firefighter Chuck Royal read a statement about his thoughts on Commissioner Anderson’s statement at the last meeting about firefighter low morale, which he believes is great.  In his statement he also spoke about being disappointed that the commissioners lowered the levy rate for the upcoming ballot because by not passing the levy in 2019, that has cost the taxpayers an additional $350,000 due to the fact that a new engine costs that much more.  He appreciated the overview last month that past commissioners Dean Shelton and Brian McMahan gave.  He suggested the board look at creating a 10-year plan.  He also stated you can’t put a price on a life.  Commissioner Anderson did respond to firefighter Royal with a clarification about his previous statement.
Mark Reilly also commented that he has heartburn about the levy because he thinks it should be a bond not a levy to purchase a new engine.

Consent Agenda:

Commissioner Anderson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Commissioner Pidduck seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
*  February 12th Meeting Minutes

*  Accounts Payable Check #’s 4440-4465 in the amount of $29,969.60
*  Payroll Check #’s 4436-4439 and EFTPS in the amount of $3,090.84
Correspondence:  N/A
Old Business:  

SOG 202 – Chief Berg advised the commissioners that he changed the requirements for SOG 202.  The training requirement to remain in good standing is still 50% but the call requirement was changed to 20%.  Our requirement of 50% of calls is too great now that we have over 300 calls a year.  Commissioner Pidduck made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Anderson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Calendar Review – 

March 23rd – Pancake Feed

April 6th – Tax Assessor Visit

April 23rd – Election Day

Hydrants – Chief Berg has been in communication with PUD but is wanting to meet with the fire marshal before he sets up a time do to go meet with them in person.
Call Report – Secretary Berg gave an update on the call volume.  We have responded to 71 calls so far this year.
New Business:  
FEMA Grant – Secretary Berg submitted a grant for radios via the AFG grant last week.  

Chief’s Report:   
· Chief Berg ordered ten sets of gear.  Five sets are structural and five sets are lightweight.  The less expensive lightweight sets will be for the firefighters that stay external.
· Chief Berg needs to purchase new hose.  Some has been destroyed and some lengths are outdated.

· BC Klinefelter ordered new wildland gear through the DNR grant.

· EVAP certifications are completed.

· Several trucks have broken gauges.  Our mechanic Paul is working to replace them.

· Chief Berg asked Commissioner Pidduck if she would be willing to help create a decon SOG/checklist for our department.  She will get a copy of Shoreline’s SOG.  
· The DNR is worried about wildfires in our area this year.  Chief Berg is glad to have the helicopter here again this year.  He would like to create an evacuation plan.  He has one for the residents in the beaver pond area but would like one for the rest of Big Lake.

· The DNR is going to be hosting a class for firefighters on April 16th.

· There were 9 individuals that did the LLS Stairclimb yesterday from Big Lake.  They placed 132nd out of approximately 1,500 firefighters.  

Assistant Chief/Battalion Chief Report: BC Klinefelter was out of town.
Executive Session:  N/A
Good of the Order:  N/A
Meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m. (1851)
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Herold Hudson, Commissioner Chair


