
Coitgrc of the iiifteb €tite
IThi]it1tOH, Ot 20510

August 1. 2013

I he I I Gilt able G inn M eC’art In
Ad mini strato

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue. N.\\’.
Washington. DC 20460

I )ear A dnii n i st rator M cC au Ii>

C’ leaning up the Ailed I) sposal Site in Kalamazoo, Ni ichigan is among the most important

cliv ironniental reniediat ion projects iii tue state Mayor I ‘obby I lopewel I has indicated to us that the

city’s goal is to acli ievc total removal o I the PCI3 contain i iutecl waste and we urge the I iviroiiineuital

Protect ion Agency (EPA) to adopt a ci eanup remedy I hat achieves that goni We understand tile

EI’A’s initial view is thata”c up and contain remedy liar (lie Allied site is the proper long—term

solution. We do not share that view for following reasons.

11w Superllind law states a clear prelerence mr the selection ol remedial actions that involve

ieriiiaileili removal, and thus the I I ),,\ should sti-ongi v consider th 5 remedy, especial lv given the site

is located in the middle oI’a residential neighborhood and puhlic heElIthi concerns need to be

thoroughly taken into consideration. With respect to costs. it is our hope that tile EPA will critically

eval mite total pro] ect costs, Inc I ud i ilg long—term motlitoi’i ng costs, as well as the long—term economic

advantages to tile U rca that total ‘c ill oval o l’fe rs. coin pa red to the ‘‘cal, and contain’’ option. 13 y

assessing 11w total costs. ptalent removal would, it seems to us. most likely prove to be the most

cost—ellective solution. We also ask that (lie EPA examine the city’s poion that the up—trotH costs of

total rcnioal may be signitic;uitl> lower than the EPA’s preliminary estimate. ‘[he cost oF total

i’cmoviil spread over tile life of the project nould Ile more illiardable in >‘our budget. We believe

that the EPA’s analysis sliotild seek the best overall value I’or a cleanup reined’ and rake into account

the Kalamazoo coininuilitys legitimate need to redevelop the site.

In addition, we hope that tIle Allied Disposal Site will he placed on the priority list br

Iluiding 110111 the Superfund account.

Finally, alter cleanup is achieved, we ask that the EPA provide the city with a ‘‘conibort/status

letter’’ with respect to enviroiunentai liabilities for the Allied site to help enable successlul

redeveloptncnt of the site. I )oing so would, once restored, help pitt this prope’t back to productive

reuse, generating revenues and eeononi ie bene fits liar the city.

‘[hank you tor your eouisidcratioui of these requests.

Fred I. Jpton
cm 11cr of Congress

Sincerely.

Levii
United States Senator

Debbie Stabenos\
U iii ted States Xci iat



Conrc5s of flit Unitcb &‘tntc,
Q1aslnitgtoit, OC 20510

August I. 2013

I he Ili no able l3obbv J I lo peveI I
Mayor
City of Kalamazoo
241 West South Street
K a I aflia/.oo ‘vii 49007—47%

I)ear N Iaor I iopcwei I:

1 hank you or writing to us about the Allied Disposal site and the linal
remediation plan which is currently under consideration by the EPA. Enclosed please
[intl a cop> ol our letter 10 the EPA Administrator.

With respect to your request to change the boundaries of (lie Kalamazoo
River/Portage Creek Area ol Concern (A DC). the I PA in lbrmed us that such a change
would he initiated by the state with a formal request horn the state to the EPA. In
reviewing such a request, we svere told that the EPA would consider whether the area to

be inc I tided in the AUC causes or contributes to the henelic ial use ml pai rments within the

AOC and whether there is a regulator> mechanism already in place to address the area.

Secondly, your letter also urges (he selection ola specific company as the sole
soil rce contractor. Under federal rules, the I PA m ust award contracts of Ui is nature
through a competitive bidding process.

We remain committed with you to doinu all we can to ensure that the final
remediat ion plan protects t lie health and sa let> of t lie Kalamazoo comm tin it>, and toward
that efibri. we il] eontinuc to cncotirac the EPA to lul1 consider the total removal

olitioll.

Since re lv,

& Carl 1ev iii Debbie Staheilow I red I. pton

nitcd States Senator Lnited States Senator Member ol’ Congress

lie I )S Lire


