HOLY COMMUNION
Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 26, 2025 8:00 am and 10:30 am

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention.
People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is
another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are

fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory
of God.

SILENT PRAYER
PRELUDE:
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE)
Stand

HYMN: Thy Strong Word
Printed on the next page.
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Thy Strong Word

— 31 3

5 Give us lips to sing thy glory,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,
alleluias without end!

Text and arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A735208.
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6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

P} Inthe name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Pl Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Pl Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Kneel/Stand
P Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
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P} In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand
GREETING

P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P} Letus pray.
Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach
with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit, that we, too, may
bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim
liberty to the captive; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Sit
Later service only:
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Sit

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the
law of Moses to them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their
sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of the
LORD is your strength.”

A reading from Nehemiah.

' All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate.
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD
had given to Israel. * Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This
was on the first day of the seventh month. ° He read from it facing the square
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men
and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people
were attentive to the book of the law. > And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all
the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the
people stood up. ° Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people
answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. ® So they read from the book,
from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people
understood the reading.

’ And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD
your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the
words of the law. '’ Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink
sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for
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this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your
strength.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Later service only:
PSALM 19 (The congregation’s verses are in bold face type.)
" The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,
and the firmament ! shows his handiwork.
> One day tells its tale | to another,
and one night imparts knowledge ! to another.
? Although they have no | words or language,
and their voices ! are not heard,
* their sound has gone out in- ! to all lands,
and their message to the ends ! of the world.
?In the deep has he set a pavilion ! for the sun;
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a
champion to | run its course.
°TIt goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the
end of | it again;
nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.
"The law of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom ! to the innocent.
“ The statutes of the LORD are just and re- ! joice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes.
’ The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous ! altogether.
'"More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.
' By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.
'“Who can tell how often | he offends?
Cleanse me from my ! secret faults.
¥ Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion ! over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense.
'“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable !
in your sight,
O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how
intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in
Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today.

A reading from First Corinthians.

"“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. '* For in the one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all
made to drink of one Spirit.

"“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. ' If the foot
would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not
make it any less a part of the body. '° And if the ear would say, “Because I am not
an eye, [ do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the
body. " If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? '* But as it is, God
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. '’ If all were a
single member, where would the body be? *’ As it is, there are many members, yet
one body. *' The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” ** On the contrary, the members of the
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, ** and those members of the body
that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; ** whereas our more respectable members
do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the
inferior member, ** that there may be no dissension within the body, but the
members may have the same care for one another. “° If one member suffers, all
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

*"Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. ** And God
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership,
various kinds of tongues. *’ Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do
all work miracles? * Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do
all interpret? *'* But strive for the greater gifts.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The congregation sings the Acclamation.
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The choir sings the Verse.
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The Spirit of the Lord has anointed me to bring good news ! to the poor,
and to proclaim release | to the captives.

The congregation repeats the Acclamation.
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GOSPEL Luke 4:14-21
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth.
In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission.

P} The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

"“Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report
about him spread through all the surrounding country. '° He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

'“When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, '’ and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written:

'8 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
" to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
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Y And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. *' Then he began to say to them, “Today
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Pl The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON Pastor Weleck

Stand

Later service only:

HYMN OF THE DAY: Let Streams of Living Justice
Printed on the next page.
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Let Streams of Living Justice
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your  truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.
Text © 1989 by William Whitla. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A735208. All rights reserved.
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Stand

The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times.
APOSTLES CREED
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly
baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our
growth in grace.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase
of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and
among peoples.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of
war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit,
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts...
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and
especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Pl Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

Pl The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Worshippers do not greet one another. The service continues with the Offertory.
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR
The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.

OFFERTORY
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks:
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE:
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unending hymn:

The assembly sings the SANCTUS:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... Here the minister continues with
the preface for the day, concluding: ...we praise your name and join their
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The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther
himself composed specifically for this purpose.
P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED,
OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS;
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING:
TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY = BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU.
DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS,

AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING:

THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY = BLOOD,

SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN.
DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.

LORD’S PRAYER
P}  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
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Sit
COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
and each person may respond
% Amen.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing

to come forward for a blessing.

Music during Communion:
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI
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grant us your peace. A - men.
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Later service only:
ANTHEM: Arise, Shine, for Your Light Has Come A. Pote
c. 1989 Coronet Press All Rights Reserved

Stand

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

Pl The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.

In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING (BENEDICTION)
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The Lord look upon you with favor and +give you peace.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN: Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Printed on the next page.

Third Sunday after Epiphany Page 19



Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tongues to sing my great Re-deem-er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He speaks, and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a-broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum -ble poor be - lieve.
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

OFFERING
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.

POSTLUDE:
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License # SAS017622.

Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain.

+ + -k

The Christmas Cycle celebrates the events surrounding Christ’s coming — the
prophecies, his birth, his manifestation (epiphany) to the Gentiles, and his baptism
— through the Advent season, the Christmas season, and the Epiphany season.

On Sundays for which the color is green, it is appropriate to omit either the
Kyrie or the Hymn of Praise, reserving both together for festival seasons.

The liturgical color green, symbolic of growth, is used for the season after
Epiphany and after Pentecost.
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Alison Fishell Secretary alisonfishell@gmail.com
Jeannie Funk General Treasurer jeanniefunk@gmail.com
Sherry Jessee Trust Fund Treasurer dsajessee@hotmail.com
John Kochel Parish Life John.kochel@thrivent.com
Karl Stefan Mutual Ministry kssurf(@verizon.net
Chilly Lyaro Christian Education chillylyaro@yahoo.com
Brian O’Hara Outreach Brian.ohara24(@gmail.com
Shane Elison Christian Education Selison76(@gmail.com
Jennifer Wentworth Old Church Committee jawentw(@aol.com
Matthew Vera Cemetery Committee Matthew vera@verizon.net

Third Sunday after Epiphany

Page 21




Worship Assistants
Ushers: Scott Halteman, Pat O’Hara, Ed Funk, and Dick Allebach

Elevator Attendant: Mike Taylor
Lectors: Lessons: Karl Stefan  Prayers: Sonya Sowards

Communion Assistant: Sherry Jessee

Acolyte: Kaden Menendez Crucifer: Summer Allen

Altar Guild: Becky Quirk

Offering Tabulation: Jennifer Wentworth, Brian O’Hara, and Chilly Lyaro
Video Streaming: Jim Lien and Chilly Lyaro

The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by Richard and Dot
Opperman in memory of loved ones.

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Jeffery and Janet Saylor
Rhoads in loving memory of niece Corey Reiter.

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. John Schatz,
Jr. in thanks for blessings received.

Sanctuary Candle Sponsors Needed: Please consider sponsoring a sanctuary candle
on one of the dates below. February 16 or 23, March 16%, April 27", May 4" or
25" Weekly sponsorships are $6 and can be given in honor or memory of friends
or loved ones. Contact Charlotte Wentworth at caw226(@aol.com.

(ymee-um OCCERING
SINNER . (Yf

gﬁ;—“—ﬁh — M

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 08|
8:00 PIM - 7:00 PM (il
A PASTA BUFFET DINNER WITHSOUP, SALADSERUIT; HOME-MADET DfSSF.RTS N

Proceeds Bencfit Augustus ILutheran Chureh Soup Kitehen Outreach, '

L4 JM' H\ |
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SECOND & FOURTH.MONDAY
OF EVERY MONTH 4T 700 T

* % * ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND* *4
FOR MORE INFO: Jandlmtufﬂc \crlzm“nct

Women of & ELC
earts & Hands Committee

o D O T

7/ OF EVERY MONTH AT 9:30 A

v e %JLJLARI WIBLCOMIETO ATTIEND & & &
JBjandms kil @y
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A member of Women of the ELCA

FOURTH TUESDAY
OF EVERY MONTH

AT 7:00 PM

e W\],LLARI WE'L@@)MI T, TTEN DELL

A g st s WELCA T rkey S pper

All that’s missing is UI

This annual fundraiser helps support medical missionaries Dr. Stephen
and Jodi Swanson working to save infants and children at the Arusha
Lutheran Medical Center in Tanzania.

YOUR help 1s needed!

*Food Prep *Set-up/Clean up *Food Service *Craft Fair
* Parking and SO MUCH MORE
Mark your calendars now and plan to help on Saturday April 26th

The Turkey Dinner Committee would greatly appreciate early commitments by the end of January
to facilitate the evaluation of the feasibility for this year’s fundraiser. If you are able to provide an
early commitment, please reach out to Nancy Loughery (nancvlougherv63(@gmail.com) or Dale
O’Hara (charadvd(@aol.com)

We can’t do it without U !
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