+ VIGIL OF EASTER +
APRIL 4, 2026

Worship Notes
Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book lays out the Easter Vigil in six parts: the

Service of Light, the Service of Readings, the Service of Holy Baptism, the
Service of Prayer, the Service of the Word, and the Service of the Sacrament.
Each part has its own integrity and contributes to the progression of the
whole. The Service of Light, in which the paschal candle is consecrated for
use and lighted as a sign of the Lord’s resurrection, may take place at a
bonfire outside the church building. To accentuate the continuity of this night
with the Passion of our Lord, the gathering may occur where the
congregation assembled for the procession with palms on Passion Sunday.
After the consecration of the paschal candle, the people follow it into the
church, as Israel followed the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by
night in the exodus from Egypt.

The Service of Light crescendos in the chanting of the Exsultet (which
ideally is sung rather than spoken). This beautiful proclamation of the paschal
mystery sets the tone of the entire Easter Vigil, celebrating the fulfillment of
the Old Testament exodus in the resurrection of the Christ. It rings out in the
night in much the same way that the candles break into the darkness with
their shimmering light. There is the tension of waiting, a pregnant expectation
of that which has already been accomplished but has yet to be openly
announced. It is no secret that Christ has risen from the dead—no more so
now than on Ash Wednesday or at any other time throughout Lent. Yet the
Church on earth lives in, with, and under the cross of Christ; thus, she

experiences the now-and-not-yet aspect of the resurrection in the Word of the
Lord.

Although the handheld candles of the congregation should be carefully extinguished
at the end of the Exsultet, the Service of Readings should proceed in semidarkness
with only as much light as necessary for the reading of the Holy Scriptures and for
the prayers and canticles of the people. The readings are the distinctive and
definitive heart of the Easter Vigil. They set forth a series of Old Testament
prophecies and types of the Christ, of His cross and resurrection, and of the
Church’s participation in His dying and rising again.
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Whether or not there are catechumens to be baptized at the Easter

Vigil, the Service of Baptism follows the Service of Readings as a return to
the death and resurrection of repentance and faith that all the baptized share
with Christ by the washing of water with His Word and Spirit. Here is the
crossing of the Red Sea with the One who is greater than Moses; this already
anticipates the crossing of the Jordan with the New Testament Joshua (Jesus,
the Christ).

This returning to the significance of Holy Baptism through contrition,
repentance, and faith in the forgiveness of sins is to be the daily and lifelong
discipline of every Christian. It is here embraced at the very heart of the
Easter Vigil, in remembrance and celebration of the cross and resurrection of
Christ. It is not meant to replace the daily taking up of the cross to follow
Jesus as His disciples, but it is observed in service and support of that
Christian faith and life. This is the fulfillment of Lent and the rebirth of an
Easter life.

It 1s in that newness of life in Christ that the Church proceeds with the Divine
Service that throughout the year constitutes her weekly proclamation of His
death and celebration of His resurrection. The Divine Service of the Easter
Vigil is somewhat simpler than the usual Sunday observance, yet it is not as
full and festive as the chief Divine Service on Easter Sunday will be. The
same basic movement takes place: from the Word of the Gospel to the Word
made flesh in Holy Communion, received in faith and with thanksgiving. In
this case, the Prayer of the Church (in the Litany of the Resurrection)
precedes the basic pattern of the Word preached and the Sacrament
administered, which serves to further heighten the unity of the Holy Gospel
and Holy Communion.

Indeed, the Service of the Word at the Easter Vigil is as much or more a part
of the entire Eucharistic Rite rather than a separate component. In contrast to
the deliberate and steady pacing of the Readings, the Service of the Word
proceeds forward swiftly. Ideally, this would occur around midnight, as there
1s now a striking transition from darkness to light, from the sobriety of Holy
Week to the sights and sounds and celebration of the Easter feast. That is
signaled by the Easter acclamation: “Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen
indeed! Alleluia!” The altar candles are now lighted from the paschal candle,
the lights in the church are turned on, bells are rung, the organ opens in
jubilation, the Gloria in Excelsis is sung, and the Lord’s altar is prepared for
the Sacrament (there is no offering or offertory in the usual manner).
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The proclamation of the Easter Gospel testifies that the Jesus who died and
was buried is not only no longer in the tomb, but has been raised bodily from
the dead. And now the crucified and risen One appears among His own. It is
by and with His Gospel Word and Holy Sacrament that Christ abides among
the people of this congregation in this time and place. The preaching of this
Gospel should be straightforward and direct, brief and to the point. All of
Holy Week and the entire Easter Vigil have been an extended

proclamation and catechesis of the Word, the Law and the Gospel, to
repentant faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

HOLY SATURDAY / VIGIL OF EASTER: Our journey following

Jesus to the cross has ended. Christ’s work on the cross is finished. On this
Holy Saturday, we wait, watch, and pray. Our attention this evening is
focused on Jesus’ burial and coming resurrection. We watch as Nicodemus
and Joseph of Arimathea bury Jesus in a new tomb. We see that Jesus’ words
spoken to Nicodemus in John 3 are bearing fruit. Nicodemus has followed
Jesus and is born again from above as a new creation. On this Easter Vigil,
we remember our Baptism, and we remember when we were born again by
water and the Spirit and made to be Christ’s new creation.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Invitation

Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over
from death to life, we are gathered here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of
the Lord in which, by hearing His Word and celebrating His Sacraments, we share
in His victory over death.

Collect

Let us pray.

O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of Your
faithful people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we implore You, this new flame
and those who keep this joyful Easter festival that, burning with desire for life with
You, we may be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no
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end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The pastor traces the cross on the candle while saying:

Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and the ending,
and then traces the Greek letters Alpha and Omega on the candle while saying:
the Alpha and the Omega.

He traces the year on the candle, saying:

His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and forever.

He puts the five wax nails into the candle, saying:

By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen.

Then, lighting the candle from the newly kindled fire, he says:

May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness
of our hearts and minds.

Collect

Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing that all
who in true faith share this night in joyful celebration of the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ from the dead may be filled with Your heavenly benediction.
Once we were in darkness, but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.

All light their candles from the paschal candle and then follow the candle bearer in
procession into the darkened church.
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At the entrance of the nave, the bearer of the paschal candle stops and says.

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

When the candle bearer reaches the middle of the nave, he says for the second time:

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

When the candle bearer arrives at the front, he turns to face the congregation.

After all have reached their places, the candle bearer lifts the candle high and says
the third time:

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

After the candle bearer places the paschal candle in its place, the service continues
with the Easter Proclamation (Exsultet).
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All may extinguish their candles at this time. The paschal candle remains lit
throughout the service. A few lights in the nave may be turned on.
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Please be seated.
+ SERVICE OF READINGS +

Introduction to Readings

[P) In this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by
His resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for
He truly keeps His Word. The sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who have
sat in darkness and in the shadow of death.

The Creation Genesis 1:1-2:3

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Let us pray.

Almighty God, through Your Word and Spirit You most wonderfully created all
things, and through the Word made flesh You brought new life to fallen humanity.
Grant that in Your mercy we may be conformed to the image of Him who shares
fully in our humanity, even Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

®

The Flood Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18, 9:8-13

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Let us pray. O Lord, You kill and You raise to life; You brought the flood upon a
wicked and perverse generation, and yet You saved faithful Noah and his family in
the ark. Keep us in safety in the ark of Christ’s body, the Church, that Your mercy
may come to its fullness and Your salvation be preached to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea Exodus 14:10-15:1

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Let us pray.

O God, You once delivered Your people Israel from bondage under Pharaoh and
led them by a pillar of cloud and fire through the sea to safety. Grant that we may so
follow Christ that through the waters of Baptism we may daily die and rise with
Him and walk in safety through the wilderness of this life until we see Your
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Salvation Offered Freely to All Isaiah 55:1-11

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, by Your Word You created and sustain all things, and by Your
Spirit You renew Your creation. Grant now the water of life to all who thirst for
You that they may bring forth abundant fruit in Your glorious kingdom; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

The Gathering of God’s People Zephaniah 3:12-20

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Let us pray.

Look in mercy, O Lord, upon Your faithful people, and by Word and Spirit bring to
completion that good work which You have begun in us. Gather in Your people that
all the world may see and know that what has been cast down is raised up and what
has grown old is made new, until the work You have begun in us is brought to its
joyful fulfillment in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879
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+ SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM +

Baptismal Address

On this holiest of nights, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls His
death and burial, rejoicing with great joy in the Gospel of His glorious and mighty
resurrection from the dead. The apostle Paul says:

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death,
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
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too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a death
like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. We know
that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has
died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with Him. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never
die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death He died He died to
sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Flood Prayer

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the
unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You
preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-
hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through
the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism.
Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
Y ou sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing
away of sin.

We pray that You would behold us all according to Your boundless mercy and bless
us with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in us,
which has been inherited from Adam and which we ourselves have committed
since, would be drowned and die. Grant that we be kept safe and secure in the holy
ark of the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and
serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with
all believers in Your promise, we would be declared worthy of eternal life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Renunciation
[P) Do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.

[P) Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, I renounce them.

[P] Do you renounce all his ways?
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Yes, I renounce them.

Profession of Faith
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son?

Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

Blessing
The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you
with His grace to life ~I« everlasting.

Amen.
The Peace
Peace *I+ be with you.
Amen.
+ SERVICE OF PRAYER +
Litany of the Resurrection

O Lord,
have mercy.

O Christ,
have mercy.

O Lord,
have mercy.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
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hear us.

Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification,
have mercy on us.

Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be crucified and on the
third day rise again,”
have mercy on us.

Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought life and
immortality to light,
have mercy on us.

Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women,
have mercy on us.

Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her,
have mercy on us.

Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and made Yourself
known to them in the Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread,
have mercy on us.

Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and Your Spirit,
have mercy on us.

Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas that he too might
believe,
have mercy on us.

Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing a miraculous
catch of fish,
have mercy on us.

Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to James and to all
the apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus road,
have mercy on us.

Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and
teaching them,
have mercy on us.
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By Your glorious resurrection from the dead,
good Lord, deliver us.

By Your victory over sin and death,
good Lord, deliver us.

By the majesty of Your risen body,
good Lord, deliver us.

We poor sinners implore You
to hear us, Lord Jesus.

That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in the freedom of
Your forgiveness,
grant us, good Lord.

That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly things, serving
others as we have been served by You,
grant us, good Lord.

That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens of the heavenly
Jerusalem, together with all the saints,
grant us, good Lord.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Lord,
have mercy.

O Christ,
have mercy.

O Lord,
have mercy. Amen.
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

Easter Acclamation
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The altar candles may now be lit from the paschal candle. Lights in the church are

turned on, and the altar may be prepared for the Sacrament while the congregation

sings the Hymn of Praise.

This Is the Feast (Setting One) LSB 155
A u Refrain
H' AN
EES el =
Y T &
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
() 4 .
& |
e | e O
LI .
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
f)
>
R ———_—s
Q) g [ [ [ S - r
1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb who was slain has be -
) #
#
Q) N ¢ S ——— =
blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain

[17]




(P)

(P)

® =

Final Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le- lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.
Salutation
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Collect of the Day
Let us pray.

O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s
resurrection. Preserve in us the spirit of adoption which You have given so that,
made alive in body and soul, we may serve You purely; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Holy Gospel Mark 16:1-8
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James
and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. ?And very early on
the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. *And they
were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance
of the tomb?” *And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it
was very large. >And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right
side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. ®And he said to them, “Do not
be alarmed. You seck Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not
here. See the place where they laid him. "But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he
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is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8And
they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized
them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sermon ~ ‘This Is The Night’
Service of the Sacrament LSB 194

Preface LSB 194
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Proper Preface (Full)

(P)

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You
on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins
of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His
rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with
Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a-oth;
f)
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho-san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Lord’s Praver LSB 196
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P) Our Father who art in heav - en, hal - low - ed be Thy name,
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Thy king - dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
h |
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18 in  heav - en; give us this day our dai - ly bread;
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and forgive us our tres - pass - es as we forgive those who
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)
tres - pass a - gainst  us; and lead us not in - to
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—@b—o o ol p. o - oo
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temp - ta -  tion, but deliver us from e - vil
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - er A - men.
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The W(;)rds of Our Lord LSB 197
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P} Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be - trayed, took bread,
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I*bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.
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This do in re-mem - brance of Me.” In the same way al - so
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He took the cup after sup-per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB 197
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®) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 198
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O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak - est a-way the sin of the
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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© tak -est a-way the sin (Ehe world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
0 e —— .
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world, grant us Thy peace. A men.

Please be seated.
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Distribution Hymn ‘He’s Risen, He’s Risen’ LSB 480
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1 He’s ris - en, He’s ris - en, Christ Je - sus, the Lord;
2 The foe was tri - um - phant when on Cal - va - ry
3 But short was their tri - umph; the Sav - ior a - rose,
4 O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
A5 Then sing your ho - san - nas and raise your glad voice;
ﬁﬂ ! /—\' I
2! P P [ I I
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He o - pened death’s pris - on, thein - car - nate, true Word.
The Lord of cre - a - tion was nailed to  the tree.
And death, hell, and Sa - tan He van - quished, His foes.
Christ rose, and now o - pen is fair E - den’s door.
Pro - claim the  blest tid - ings that all may re - joice.
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Break forth, hosts of heav - en, in ju - bi- lant song
In Sa - tan’s do-main did the hosts shout and jeer,
The con - quer - ing Lord lifts His ban - ner on high;
For all our trans-gres - sions His blood does a - tone;
Laud, hon - or, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
A 2 i =
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And earth, sea, and moun - tain their prais - es pro - long.
For Je - sus was slain, whom the e - vil ones fear
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nev - er-more die.
Re - deemed and for - giv - en, we now are His own.
With Fa - ther and Spir - it He ev - er shall reign.

Text: C. F. W. Walther, 1811-87, abr.; tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867—1941, alt.

Tune: C. F. W. Walther, 1811-87

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879
Tune: Public domain
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Post Communion Collect
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P} Let us pray. O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten
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Son to the death of the cross and by His glorious resurrection delivered
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us from the power of theen - ¢ - my. Grant that all our sin may be
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drowned through daily repentance  and that day by day we may arise to
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live before You in righteousness and purity for - ev - er;  through Je - sus
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Christ, our Lord, = who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
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one God, now and for -ev - er.
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A - men.
Benedicamus
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction
o
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I« give you peace.
H 4 & N
A
H— S
) S~—— e
A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Closing Hymn ‘Go to Dark Gethsemane’ LSB 436
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1 Go to dark Geth - sem - a - ne, All who feel the
2 Fol - low to the  judg - ment hall, View the Lord of
3 Cal - v’ry’s mourn - ful moun - tain climb;  There, a - dor - ing
4 Ear - ly has - ten to the tomb Where they laid His
= |
b ] | |
)
tempt - er’'s pow’r; Your Re - deem -er’s con - flict see,
life ar- raigned; Oh, the worm-wood and the gall!
at His feet, Mark that mir - a - cle of time,
breath -less clay; All 1S sol - 1 - tude and gloom.
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Watch with Him one bit - ter hour; Turn not from His
Oh, the pangs His soul sus-tained! Shun not suf - f’ring,
God’s own sac I fice com-plete. “It 1s  fin - ished!”
Who has tak - en Him a - way? Christ i1s ris’n! He
) |
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griefs a - way; Learn from Je sus Christ to pray.
shame, or Learn from Him to bear the cross.
hear Him cry; Learn from Je sus Christ to die.
meets  our eyes. Sav - 1or, teach us SO to rise.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820-1901
Text and tune: Public domain
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