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TWO

MILLION
REASONS TO

We launched a new
website in 2016 at
waskesiufoundation.
ca. It is mobile friendly
and has much more
content than our previous
site.

WASKESIU

On the HOME page, four
feature articles change
throughout the year.
These articles are current,
topical, and easy to find.
The ABOUT US section
contains our history, our
objects and purposes,
biographies of Board Members, policies, financial statements,
and links to our community partners. You can also download
or view our brochures here.
In the DONATE section, you can make online donations, learn
about our Endowment Fund, Planned Giving, Gifts in Kind,
Donor Recognition and find information on tax credits.
The PROJECTS section displays information on our completed,
current, and future projects.
In the NEWS section, you can read and sign up for newsletters,
eNews, and link to our Twitter account and Facebook page.
Follow our tweets or join our Facebook page and you will
be informed throughout the year about the Foundation’s
activities and other Waskesiu happenings.
The EVENTS section is where you will find information on our
annual Donor Recognition and Fundraising Dinner, as well as
a listing of other local events of interest maintained by the
Waskesiu Chamber of Commerce.
The GALLERIES section hosts photos of our projects and
events.
Looking for something else? Try the SEARCH function at the
bottom of any page.
You can email us via an electronic contact form or look up our
mailing address on the CONTACT tab.
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New camp kitchen at Narrows

Thanks a Million – Twice!
Changing of the Guard
With gratitude, we accepted the resignations of two volunteer
Board Members this summer. Jake Burlet had been a Board
Member since 2013. Randy Kershaw retired after many years of
service, including a time as Chair and Executive Director. Thanks to
both Jake and Randy for their contributions to our organization.
We are delighted to welcome Charmaine Wintermute to our
Board. Charmaine has enjoyed Waskesiu summers since 1998,
volunteered for the Bears on the Beach playground project, and
helped with the annual Foundation dinners. Charmaine has been
a human resource professional in Saskatoon for seventeen years
and was a sessional lecturer at the University of Saskatchewan for
eight years. She has experience on many Boards and is currently a
member of the United Way’s Women Leading the Way Committee
as well as the Professional Development Committee for the
Saskatchewan Association of Human Resource Professionals.
2016-2017 Foundation Volunteer Board of Directors
Chair		
Past Chair
Treasurer

Derwin Arnstead, Regina
Jim Kerby, Saskatoon
Greg Thorimbert, Saskatoon

Directors
Gord Bueckert, Waskesiu
Grit McCreath, Calgary
Myrna Nagy, Prince Albert
Anil Pandila, Prince Albert
Gord Thompson, Prince Albert Charmaine Wintermute, Saskatoon
Recording Secretary - Chris Arnstead, Regina
Administrator - Raylene Kershaw, Saskatoon

Because you donate, the Waskesiu experience continues to be
enhanced. Your cumulative donations since 1999 have now
reached $2 million! Thank you for your generosity and community
spirit. That makes two million reasons to love Waskesiu. You
have provided Waskesiu with a memorial bench program, a
network of new and refurbished camp kitchens, the Bears on
the Beach playground, upgrades to Terrace Gardens and the
Community Hall, a museum replica camp kitchen, walking trails,
tennis courts, signage and much more. Your donations have also
supported events like the Lakeside Music Festival, Reel Rave Film
Festival, and Crown the King Open Water Swim. See what else
your donations have accomplished by browsing our completed
projects on waskesiufoundation.ca.
In 2016, the Gordon Rawlinson family’s donation refurbished
the tennis courts including two pickle ball courts. The Roy family
sponsored a new camp kitchen on drier ground at the Narrows
day use area in memory of their son, brother, and uncle, Chris. The
Jones and Davidson families funded upgrading the picnic shelter
at the Point View day use area to a full-sized camp kitchen in
memory of their parents, Vic and Pearl Davidson. The Foundation
installed five new whisper quiet ceiling fans in the Community
Hall. Donations to the Paving the Way campaign completed the
surfacing of cart paths on the Waskesiu Golf Course in 2016.
The opportunities for more enhancements continue. Donations
are welcome for the Waskesiu Recreation Area Renewal project
and for growing our Endowment Fund. Please consider a gift
before the end of December to receive a tax credit on your 2016
income taxes. To see the amount of credit you can receive for a
donation, use the Canada Revenue Agency calculator.

A Proud Partnership and a
Special Visit
An article written by Graham MacDonald, a retired Parks
Canada historian, praises the successful partnership between
the Waskesiu Foundation and Parks Canada along with other
community groups. He emphasizes that community support,
creative vision, and generous donors allow the Foundation to
enhance the Waskesiu experience in synergy with Parks Canada.
Daniel Watson, CEO of Parks Canada, at the invitation of the
Waskesiu Community Council visited Prince Albert National
Park in August 2016. We were proud to show him what the
Waskesiu Foundation has accomplished through the support
of donors like you. We suggested our successful partnership
could be duplicated in other National Parks. Community leaders
representing local organizations all met with Mr. Watson to
discuss local strengths and areas for improvement.

(L to R) Daniel Watson, CEO of Parks Canada, with Derwin Arnstead,
Chair of the Waskesiu Foundation and Jim Kerby, Chair of the
Waskesiu Community Council at Bears on the Beach playground.  

Waskesiu Recreation Area
Renewal Project

What’s next in the project’s phased
approach?

receipt for the full value of the securities. It is a win-win for you
and the Waskesiu Foundation.

The Waskesiu Foundation is working collaboratively with the
Waskesiu Recreation Association, the Waskesiu Chamber of
Commerce, and Parks Canada Agency on this exciting, multiyear project. The Waskesiu Recreation Area Renewal project
is endorsed by the Waskesiu Community Council, and was
identified by the community as a key project within Waskesiu’s
“Vision 2020 and Beyond” Community Action Plan.

• Work with professional landscape architects to finalize
the recreation area “Master Plan” and share it with the
community
• Install the new “community message centre” sign at the
corner of Montreal Drive and Waskesiu Drive

Our dinner sponsors showed a record level of support this
year. They contributed to the expenses of the dinner and provided
items for the live and silent auctions. Please thank and support
them. You and your business could receive valuable recognition
while supporting our community as part of the 2017 sponsorship
program. Contact us for information about this opportunity.

The Waskesiu Recreation Association is a volunteer driven,
non-profit organization responsible for recreation facilities,
recreation activities, and equipment rentals. The Association
will assist in the prominent events that have made Waskesiu a
destination for many.  

• Continue fundraising!

Because recreation facilities are one of the cornerstones
of the Waskesiu experience, the objectives of the Waskesiu
Recreation Area Renewal project are:

Short Term:
• Creating a “Master Plan” for the area around the tennis
courts which includes:
• proper landscaping of the area; and
• identifying new activities and related facilities for the area,
with possibilities such as beach volleyball courts,
basketball courts, bocce ball, badminton, fitness/yoga,
tetherball, etc.
• Refurbishing and relocating the dilapidated multi-use sport
court
• Installing a new 18 hole mini-golf course that reflects the
unique character of Waskesiu and Prince Albert National Park
• Installing a “community message centre” sign at the corner
of Montreal Drive and Waskesiu Drive to better promote
Waskesiu’s community events, recreation facilities, and
programs
• Refurbishing the existing tennis courts [Completed in
2016]
• Converting two tennis courts for multi-use as both tennis and
pickle ball courts [Completed in 2016]
• Refurbishing the horseshoe pits and shuffleboard area

Mid to longer-term:
• Replacing/installing benches around the recreation grounds
• Installing a toddler play structure
• Repairing and renovating the existing recreation building
(located near the tennis courts)
• Repairing and upgrading the Paul Horne arena for year
round use

• Complete the design for the 18 hole mini-golf course,
and identify options for the design and fabrication of
the Waskesiu and Prince Albert National Park thematic
installations

Mini-golf
The mini-golf course design will reflect the natural, historical and
cultural themes, and iconic treasures we know and love within
Waskesiu and Prince Albert National Park. Imagine a first hole with
a recognizable Lobstick  tree in the middle!  Or navigate your ball
around a family of loons,
a rail cart, or recreated
natural challenges like the
Waskesiu River riffle, King
Island, Height of Land,
beaches and beaver dams.
This is definitely not going
to be an astro turf and
windmill course!   Just like
we made our playground
the envy of communities
across Canada, we will do
the same with this mini-golf
course.
Mini-golf example

Financial
Thanks to community support, financial commitments totalling
nearly $400,000 for the Waskesiu Recreation Area Renewal
project have already been sourced from Parks Canada
Agency, the Waskesiu Foundation and major donors. A grant
application was made under the Canada 150 Community
Infrastructure Program and, at time of writing this Newsletter,
the grant funding decision is still pending. Regardless, more
donations are needed.
When the mini-golf course is operational, revenues from
the green fees will be allocated to the Waskesiu Foundation
($50,000 over time) and towards improving Waskesiu’s
recreation programs/facilities (including the Waskesiu
Recreation Association’s short-term and mid-term objectives
on the previous page).

What can you do?
We sincerely thank those who
have already made donations.
If you haven’t pitched in yet,
you too can donate by going to waskesiufoundation.ca.
Click on the “Donate Now” button and specify the donation
as “Waskesiu Recreation Renewal”. Donors contributing $25
or more will receive a charitable donation receipt from the
Waskesiu Foundation.

Mark July 8 on your calendars for our 2017 dinner. For returning
guests, we are delighted to have your continuing support. If you
have not attended a dinner before, our directors would love to
meet you and introduce you to other guests at the premiere event
of the Waskesiu summer season!  

Successful Twilight Paddling
Thank you Waskesiu
for making the annual
Donor Recognition and
Fundraising
Dinner
on July 9, 2016
such a success!
Inspired by the theme
Twilight
Paddling,
the Community Hall
was decorated with paddles, canoes, and twilight colours. Those
who attended were treated to an outstanding dinner catered
by the Hawood Inn. Guest singer, Nancy Hagen, concluded her
performance with The Song of Waskesiu, written circa 1932.
People purchased many treasures from the silent and live
auctions, including a camping trip to Kingsmere, a helicopter ride,
zip lining, quality paintings and photographs, a kayak, as well as
handcrafted paddles, paddling lessons, and a weekend at the lake
package. Vic Lemieux’s ‘Bears on the Beach’ handcrafted stained
glass was a very popular live auction item. Cheryl Tuck Tallon of
the Black Spruce Gallery painted a work especially for the dinner,
talked to the gathering, and congratulated the proud new owners
on their special purchase.
The net proceeds from the 2016 dinner and auctions seeded
our recently introduced Endowment Fund. Endowment funds
remain forever intact, earning investment income that the Waskesiu
Foundation can then “invest” in Waskesiu. By attending the 2016
dinner and by bidding in the auctions, you benefited Waskesiu for
generations to come! We encourage you to make an additional
cash gift to our Endowment Fund. Alternatively, did you know that
you can make in-kind donations of marketable securities such
as stocks or mutual funds to the Waskesiu Foundation? You can
do it without triggering capital gains tax and still receive a tax

Planning Your Support
The Waskesiu Foundation has a planned giving program to
facilitate donations arranged now for completion in the future.
This is a convenient way for you to leave a Planned Gift as a
bequest in your Will. The Waskesiu Foundation will issue a tax
receipt to your estate after the gift has been received. Consider
one of the several options to do this: leaving a portion of your
estate, bequesting securities, life insurance, RRSP or RRIF gifts.
Certified Financial Planners recommend that you regularly
update your Will. When you do, please think about the valuable
work you can do through the Waskesiu Foundation, and consider
contributing to the future of our special community.
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(L to R) Daniel Watson, CEO of Parks Canada, with Derwin Arnstead,
Chair of the Waskesiu Foundation and Jim Kerby, Chair of the
Waskesiu Community Council at Bears on the Beach playground.  

