CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
October 4 : 8:30 an 11 am - Worship Services
Anointment and Communion
Bells play at both Services
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
October 5 : 7:30 pm: Pastor’s Bible Study
Disciples Path
October 6: 7 pm: Pastor’s Bible Study
Soul Searching
October 7: 7 pm: Missions Committee
October 8: 1 pm: Lay Leadership Committee
6:30 pm: Trustees Meeting
October 9 &10: Gerarde/Smith Wedding
5:30 pm: Rehearsal
1 pm: Wedding, Dinner to follow
October 10: 9:30 am: UMW Meeting
October 11: 8:30 an 11 am - Worship Services
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
12:15 pm: Church Council Vote, Rm 23
October 12: 7:30 pm: Pastor’s Bible Study
Disciples Path
October 13: 7:30 pm: Pastor’s Bible Study
Soul Searching
October 14: 6:30 pm: SPCR Meeting
7 pm: Health Ministry Training
October 15: 1 pm: Lay Leadership Committee
October 18: 8:30 an 11 am - Worship Services
Praise Choir Leads Worship
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
October 19: 7:30 pm: Pastor’s Bible Study
Disciples Path
October 20: 7:30 pm: Pastor’s Bible Study
Soul Searching
October 21: 7 pm: Church Council Meeting
October 23 &24: Medina/Van Wie Wedding
6 pm: Rehearsal
2 pm: Wedding
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Busy Isn’t Always Best
I’m a list-maker. I start each day with a list of what I
want, or need, to get done that day. As I do some
of the items, I usually think of more things and add
them to the list. If I do things that weren’t on the
list, I add them, after the fact. Everything I accomplish, I mark off my list. My personal goal is to accomplish at least ten (10) things each day.
I have other lists too: Books I want to read and
those I have read; craft projects to do and ones
completed; big items around the house that one
day may even make it to a “daily” list and get done.
Oh, and I keep my lists in notebooks that I save….
I thought these lists proved my value as a human
being. At least to myself, if not to others.
A few weeks ago, during Pastor Bob’s sermon
based on the book Soul Keeping by John Ortberg, a
quote he read from the author really touched me.
“The most important thing about who you are is not
what you’ve achieved but the person you’ve become.”
After hearing that, I started to re-think my lists. Its
good to be busy, but what if my whole day isn’t filled
with busy-ness. After what I heard, I think I need to
take time to think, evaluate and let my soul grow.
I’m going to add some down-time to each day. It
may go on a list, at least at first, to help me remember, but I think it will be good for my soul. Suzi Rosendahl
Holy Communion:

October 25 - 8:30 an 11 am - Worship Services
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
7 pm: Church Charge Conference
At Lake City UMC

Holy Communion will be celebrated on October 4 th this month.
We will receive the sacrament by Intinction. This is World
Communion Sunday.

October 26: 7:30 pm: Pastor’s Bible Study
Disciples Path

will be offered on October 4th. After both services, we will have
a brief prayer and healing service for anyone desiring prayers
and anointing for themselves or for others.

Prayer and Anointing:
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Did you watch any of the coverage of Pope Francis’ visit to the
United States? We did in our household. It was mesmerizing. He was
mesmerizing. There is something about this man. People from all
walks of life, from all religious backgrounds and people without any
faith at all were listening to him. Television commentators were analyzing his every word and gesture. And the Christian faith was in the
news, a lot, this past week, and in a very positive light this time.
I’m certainly not about to convert to Catholicism; I was a baptized a Methodist as an infant and grew
up in our beloved church. I went to a United Methodist College and seminary and I have dedicated the last
thirty years of my life to the ordained ministry in our beloved church. I’m not going anywhere. I love being a
United Methodist.
But there is something very winsome, attractive, becoming about this Pope. He’s different. Things I
think about Pope Francis:
I admire his humility. He rides in a Fiat and not in a limousine. He lives in a guest house in Rome,
and not in the papal mansion. He’s comfortable among the rich and powerful of Washington as well as the
poor who live in shelters or the criminal doing time in jail. He carries himself with humility; he speaks with
humility.
I admire his Gospel emphasis of putting love into action; that really resonates with this United Methodist preacher. While not minimizing doctrine, Pope Francis puts his emphasis on following Jesus. I admire
that he seeks to find common ground with other people, inviting people to find God on their own terms and
not insisting that they be perfectly in sync with official doctrines.
I admire that he consistently reaches out “to the least of these.” Instead of attending a Congressional luncheon, he ate lunch at a Washington soup kitchen. I like his sense of humor. He’s a real human being
that people can relate to. Sounds like incarnational theology to me.
I admire how he speaks to power – in Congress, at the UN. He is respectful. He’s not preachy, but
he lays it on the line. No one political party can claim him for their own. He brought a hush over our elected
officials, who most often can’t keep quiet and the words out of their mouths have become so divisive in our
time. The pope awed them with his presence and his words.
Again, I’m not going to convert to another religion. But I do believe the pope has given us a witness
of what it means to be Christian in today’s world. And there is much there to admire. He reminds me of Jesus. And shouldn’t that be the witness of all Christians? May it be so in each of our lives. Amen? Amen!
I’ll look for you on Sunday morning.

~ Love in Christ, Pastor Bob
Church Conference:
The United Methodist Book of Discipline requires an annual meeting between a local congregation and it district superintendent for a review of ministry in that setting. This year’s conference is being held with several
other churches at Lake City UMC on Sunday, October 25th at 7:00 pm. Church Council is expected to attend
and all members of the congregation are invited to attend. We will elect our lay servant-leaders for the
coming year, set salaries for pastor and staff and hear exciting reports from each church about disciplemaking and ministry in their setting.
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Nominations Committee to begin
work soon.

Christian Love and Sympathy to Margueritta and Richard Estes and their family and friends on the death of her
mother, Nancy Held who died September 18th. Funeral
services were held at St. Patrick’s Church.

Church Conference is October 25th
this year. The Lay Leadership Committee is meeting to complete their
annual ministry of assessing leadership needs and ministry gifts and
graces. Please be in prayer if called
to serve in a leadership capacity or
to serve on a ministry team or committee. May God raise up the spiritual leadership we need for such a
time as this.

Christian Love and Sympathy to the family of Wesley
Wayne Smith who went home to be with the Lord September 14th. May God’s love bring peace and comfort to his
wife Carol, to his sister Jerry Thompson and to all of his
family and friends.
Christian Love and Sympathy to the family of Walter W.
Wimmer who passed away on September 1st. May God’s
peace be with his family and friends.

Preschool News
School is back in session! We have had a great start to the new school year. It's so wonderful
to see all the student's smiling faces! They are having fun with plenty of back to school and fall
activities as well as meeting new friends and teachers. Our Mommy and Me program will be
starting on October 13th. If you know anyone who may be interested in this program, please let
them know they can call the preschool for more information - 833-5787. Also, the preschool is
selling Save Around coupon books for $20 and Country Fair coupon booklets for $5. If you are
interested, you may call and leave a message. Thank you! Have an outstanding October!
Don’t forget to “fall back” on November 1st.
Daylight Saving Time (DST) is the practice of
advancing clocks so that there is more daylight
in the afternoon hours. It is not observed in Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, or Arizona.

Sunday school
"Come feel the Excitement!" Join us Sundays at 9:45 am, ages pre school to adult.
Visitors welcome! Feel, experience, and
learn how the love of Jesus Christ fits into
our daily lives.

The Person in the Pew

Attendance:

This person in our congregation
has escaped death many times in
the form of a sinking ship, collapsed
bridge, and bullets in both Mexico
and the Middle East. On a quieter
note, he has shared cheese and
crackers with Margaret Truman at a
UN function in New York. He has
written a book about his adventures.

The average worship attendance during the month of
September was 162.
The average worship attendance for the year is 156.

Do you know who this person
is?
Last Month’s answer: Jennifer Johnson

A funeral service is being held in a chuch for a woman
who has just passed away. At the end of the service, the pallbearers carrying the casket accidentally bump into a wall jarring
the casket. They hear a faint moan. They open the casket and
find that the women is actually alive. She lives for 10 more years
and then dies. A ceremony is again held at the same church and
at the end the pallbearers are again carrying the casket out. As
they are walking, the husband calls out, "Watch out for the wall!"
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Closure Series

Not only is October the time to acknowledge and
honor our Pastor, but the Staff and Parish Relations Committee has decided to extend an additional token of gratitude to our staff this
month! Our Lakewood family could not enjoy
our worship and fellowship home as it is without
the hard work of our dedicated staff members. You see their names each week on the
back of the bulletin, but perhaps October is the
time to share a word of appreciation for all of
their behind the scenes efforts. Breakfast will be
offered to our beloved staff between services on
Sunday, October 18th.

This informative series combines educational
tools, advocacy and outreach wit the goal of
stimulating conversations, creating awareness
and redefining quality of care of individuals at
the end-of-life.
October 13th, 11;30 - 1:30 pm
Hospice/Palliative Care / What to ask your
healthcare provider / Grief and Mourning
October 27th, 11:30 - 1:30 pm
Religious & Cultural Traditions at End-of-Life
November 10th
Long distance care giving
At Brevillier Village
See Pastor Bob for details

Health Kits for the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR)
The Missions Committee at Lakewood would like to assemble health kits
for UMCOR at the beginning of November. Health kits provide basic necessities to people who have been forced to leave their homes because
of human conflict or natural disaster. Health kits are also used as learning tools in personal hygiene, literacy, nutrition, and cooking classes.
Your help would be greatly appreciated. You can help by donating funds
to purchase health kit supplies. Donations may be placed in the offering
plate or sent to the church office earmarked “health kits”. You can also help by donating any of the following
items that make up a health kit:
1 hand towel 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches; (Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels not acceptable.)
1 washcloth
1 comb (Comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 6 inches long; No pocket combs or picks)
Rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with a minimum of 6 inches of teeth.
1 metal nail file or nail clippers (No emery boards)
1 bath-size soap (3 oz. and larger sizes only; no Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content; Do not re
move from original packaging.)
1 toothbrush (Adult size only - Do not remove from original packaging.)
6 adhesive bandages (¾ inch to 1 inch-size; Common household Band-Aids)

New Exhibit at the Gannon University Nash Library: Deadly Medicine: Creating the Master Race
A provocative exhibition exploring the Nazi regimes “science of race” and its implications for medical
ethics and social responsibility today, on display until October 25th.

****Please Sign the pew pads. It assists the Pastor.****
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Houston Health Forum. Western PA United Methodists engaged in health ministries were
in Houston, Texas from Sept. 8-10 to learn about a new congregational health initiative
called "Healthy Congregations, Healthy Communities."
The initiative is being launched in a joint effort by the denomination’s General Board of
Global Ministries, the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits, and Wesley Theological Seminary. The summit is hosted and co-sponsored by Houston Methodist and St.
Paul’s United Methodist Church.
“I consider our opportunities in health ministry one of our expanding fields of mission, said
Global Ministries top executive Thomas Kemper. “We ask God to give us the energy and
wisdom for this work of healing and wholeness in the world.”
The health summit is designed to highlight congregational and annual conference work in
health ministry, covering topics including community outreach, congregational health ministries, hospital-based community engagement, health and wholeness, academia, and spiritual healing ministries. The summit will also feature work across general agencies that
supports healthy clergy, congregations, and communities. Barb Lewis, chair of the
WPAUMC Health as Wholeness (HAW) team arranged a display showcasing the various
workshops and trainings the team offers as well as the information on the Conference website at wpaumc.org/healthaswholeness. She also highlighted the Erie UM Alliance's partnership providing health care for homeless people.
The Methodist heritage is rooted in a strong concern for health, which is reflected in the
current United Methodist commitment to “abundant health for all” in communities throughout the world. John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, compiled the best available medical information of the day, which every Methodist preacher was expected to carry while
making rounds. The Healthy Congregations, Healthy Communities summit extends that
tradition in the 21st century, providing current information and guidance to improve health
for U.S. United Methodist congregations to use in their own ministries.
Representatives from 29 annual conferences attended the summit.
Health Ministry Update.
Our newly formed Health Ministry Team has been meeting to learn more about how to
grow this vital ministry in our congregation. Led by our very own Barb Lewis, participants
from other local churches learned ways we can better meet the needs of our congregation
and share our resources and facilities to promote health and wholeness. Jesus said, “I
have come that you may have life and have it abundantly”. John 10:10. Our goal is to help
each of us take the steps needed to experience this abundant life.
If you would like to become a part of this growing ministry, please join us at our next meeting on October 28 at 7:00pm. If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact
Maria Spicher at mspicher@roadrunner.com.
Volunteers Needed to Grocery Shop
Meals on Wheels-Erie needs volunteer grocery shoppers. Must be over 21, have a valid
driver’s license, your own vehicle and be detail oriented. Some math skills are required.
Shop alone or team up with a friend, using a list prepared by our agency, and then deliver
the groceries to their home. For more information call 452-6930.
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SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s
sermons
are
posted
on
our
web
site
(www.lakewooderie.org). Go to the home page and
click on the “About” button and a menu will drop down.
Locate the link “Sermons” and click on it and a list of
sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or the
sermon title you are interested in, click on it and the
sermon will appear. You can read it on line or print it
out if you still enjoy holding paper in your hand when
you read, or if you’d like to share it with someone else.
God bless!

September Sermons :
Sept - 6

“Fences, Visible and Invisible ”

Sharing Christ’s Love
Through Knitting
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be meeting October 5th and Oct 19th at Bev Shrum's house at
1:00 pm. We would love to have new people involved. Yarn, needles, hooks and patterns are
provided. Thank you to the people who donate
yarn and money to buy yarn so we can continue
this ministry.

Sept 13 - “Soul Keeping ”
Sept 20 - “The Struggle of the Soul ”
Sept 27 - “What the Soul Needs”

The Christian Flag
The Christian flag is one of the oldest unchanged flags in the world.
It was conceived at Brighton Chapel, Coney Island, New York, Sunday, September 26, 1897, and was presented in its present form
the following Sunday by its originator. Call it chance, or providence,
serendipity, or the plan of God, on that day, the Christian flag was
born.
The "Christian Flag" is a flag designed to represent all of Christianity, but flown mainly
by Protestant churches in North America, Africa, and Latin America. It is the only free flag in the
world, different from every other flag, religious or secular, ancient or modern. It is uncontrolled, independent, and universal. Unlike all national flags and all denominational flags of various churches,
it has no earthly bonds or allegiances. Christ and Christ alone is its Master.
The white on the flag represents purity and peace. The blue stands for faithfulness, truth, and
sincerity. Red, of course, is the color of sacrifice, in this case calling to mind the blood shed by
Christ on Calvary, represented by the cross. This flag stands in its own right, shines by its own spiritual light, true, free, untrammeled, uncompromised. It belongs only to Christ and the Cross which
symbol it bears.

Financial News:
Autumn brings cool temperatures, beautiful color and church planning for the upcoming year. Members of the Finance committee will soon meet to discuss and finalize the church budget for 2016.
The budget is compromised of administrative and pastoral salaries, building and property expenses
and stewardship funding among other items. The focus of the committee is to size the budget in a
responsible manner that will allow the church to meet its projected salary, building and administrative expenses. A successful budget also allows the church to more easily satisfy its mission of helping people discover and know Jesus.
Thank you for your continued giving. As of this letter, Lakewood is on track to achieve the
budget that was set for 2015. Thank you, again, for your continued faithfulness to your church.
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October Birthdays
BELKNAP, Rae Lynn
HEIGES, Bonnie
MEDINA, Lisa
ROWLEY, Douglas
GIERACH, Charles
BENNETT, Danielle
WISNIEWSKI, Alexis
ROEMER Jr., John,
HOUSTON, Matthew
NAGLE, Cassie
ELLSWORTH, Gerald
GREEN JR., Stan
LIGHT III, James
BRIGGS, Nancy
SIDMAN, Violet
KOT, John
SWEARINGEN, Cindy
BROWN, Daniel
GODFREY, Eileen
LASHER, Russell
HARTMANN, Ashley
PATTERSON, Aaron
DUNMIRE, Alyssa
FLICK, Patricia
REHDER, Max
OLSON, Christian
HOFFER, Dominic
SMITH, William
GARNON, David
STOLL, Jeffrey
CONWAY, Amanda
CONWAY, Michael
DAY, Berry
HOFFER, Susan
REINKE, Alana

2-Oct
2-Oct
2-Oct
3-Oct
5-Oct
6-Oct
7-Oct
8-Oct
9-Oct
9-Oct
10-Oct
10-Oct
10-Oct
13-Oct
14-Oct
16-Oct
17-Oct
18-Oct
18-Oct
18-Oct
20-Oct
20-Oct
21-Oct
22-Oct
22-Oct
23-Oct
24-Oct
25-Oct
28-Oct
29-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct

Psalm 91:11
The LORD will command his angels to take good care of you.
World Communion Sunday
October 4, 2015
Communion is one of the sacraments of The United Methodist Church. This sacrament is often called the Lord's Supper. Eucharist, from the Greek word for thanksgiving, has
been yet another traditional name for the sacrament. It recalls the Last Supper of Jesus with the disciples. It is a celebration and remembrance of God's grace and mercy in Jesus, of the resurrection of Christ, and of Christ's continuing
presence with us.
Holy Communion is regarded by Protestants as a sacrament. That is, it’s an act of worship ordained by Christ and is
a means of grace. This does not mean that we become any
more worthy of God’s grace by taking part in Communion.
Rather, we open ourselves to the divine love that’s already
there; we become more ready to receive that love and to respond to it.
We use common, physical gifts of the earth, bread and
wine — though in United Methodist churches we prefer unfermented grape juice. All Christians are welcome at our table,
whatever their denomination. Holy Communion is a family
meal, and all Christians are members of Christ’s family.
Therefore, in each congregation, when we receive the bread
and cup, we join with millions of brothers and sisters across
the ages and around the world.
Holy Communion (or the Lord’s Supper) is a mystery too
deep for words. Its meaning will vary for each of us and from
one time to another. But three essential meanings are caught
up in this proclamation in our Communion service: “Christ
has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again”
From The United Methodist Member’s Handbook, Revised and Expanded by George E.
Koehler (Discipleship Resources, 2006).

EPILOGUE OCTOBER LUNCHEON

On Wednesday, October 21, 2015 the Epilogue (meaning the rest of the story) Group for widows
and widowers will meet at Smuggler’s Wharf for lunch at 11:45 am. Those who wish to carpool
can meet at Church at 11:15 a.m. This is a great time for fellowship, sharing and laughter and all
widowed persons of Lakewood are invited to join this group of spirit-lifting people. (P.S. There is a
buy one get one free coupon on page 11 of the September 17, 2015 Showcase in the newspaper!!!)
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From Margueritta and Richard Estes and Family
Thanks so much for the Love, prayers, cards and food from Lakewood family on the passing of
Margueritta Estes’ mom, Nan Held. We are so very blessed to have such a caring and loving
congregation.

Lakewood Youth Group
Youth Group is meeting this Sunday at noon at church to finalize the October schedule.
Check the bulletin as it becomes available.
th

All youth in 6 grade thru 12th grade are welcome to join us any time! If you have any
questions, please call Margueritta or Richard Estes at 882-6992.
United Methodist Women
Our monthly business meeting was held on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015. Future activities include:
Election Day Bake Sale on Tuesday, Nov. 3rd; Advent by Candlelight program at the church on
Tuesday, Dec. 1st. We will be providing dinner at Church of the Covenant on Saturday, November
14th in the evening as that church serves as the overflow shelter for the homeless and on January
31, 2016 for the Sunday Supper program. Many women are helping with the “birthday bag” program to ensure the children in families who utilize the West Millcreek Food Pantry can enjoy a cake
on their birthdays. Bev Shrum is stepping down as head of UMW. She will continue on as treasurer. Thanks Bev for your 8 years in charge of this group.
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