
The First Congregational Church in Worcester 
 
Sunday Worship May 9, 2021 
 
Prelude Trumpet Voluntary ~ Clarke/arr. Bish 
 
Ringing of the Chimes 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn To God Be the Glory 
   
To God be the glory, great things he hath done: 
so loved he the world that he gave us his son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the lifegate that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory, 

great things he hath done. 

Great things he hath taught us, 
great things he hath done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son, 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, 
great things he hath done. 
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Responsive Reading Proverbs 31:10-31 
 

A capable wife who can find?  She is far more precious than jewels.  The heart of her 
husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. 

She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life.  She seeks wool and flax, 
and works with willing hands. 

She is like the ships of the merchant, she brings her food from far away.  She rises while 
it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her servant-girls. 

She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.  
She girds herself with strength, and makes her arms strong. 

She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.  Her lamp does not go out at night.  She 
puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. 

She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy.  She is 
not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household are clothed in 
crimson. 



She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple. Her husband is known 
in the city gates, taking his seat among the elders of the land. 

She makes linen garments and sells them; she supplies the merchant with sashes.  
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. 

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.  She 
looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, and he praises her:  
“Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.” 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  
Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates. 
 
Sharing of Announcements, Celebrations and Concerns 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
New Testament Reading  I John 5:1-6 
 
Giving of Our Offerings 
 
Gospel Reading John 15:9-17 
 
Meditation  
 
*Closing Hymn  Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
  

1. Blest be the tie that binds  
our hearts in Christian love;  

the fellowship of kindred minds  
is like to that above. 

 

2. Before our Father's throne  
we pour our ardent prayers;  

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,  
our comforts and our cares. 

 

3. We share our mutual woes,  
our mutual burdens bear,  

and often for each other flows  
the sympathizing tear. 

4. When we are called to part,  
it gives us inward pain;  

but we shall still be joined in heart,  
and hope to meet again. 
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Benediction 
 
Chimes 
 
Postlude Allegretto ~ Handel/arr. Bish 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Participants: 
 

Rev. Robert H. Jackson, Pastor 
Scott M. Yonker, Minister of Music 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be 

long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
Exodus 20:12 

 


