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PESC XML Postsecondary Transcript Released as Community Standard 
 
July 9, 2004 (Washington DC) ~ The Board of Directors and Steering Committee of the Postsecondary 
Electronic Standards Council (PESC) are pleased to announce the release of the XML Postsecondary 
Transcript version 1.0 as a community standard available at http://www.pesc.org/info/approved-
standards.asp.  This effort marks a significant milestone and achievement for the higher education 
community and for PESC.  Begun in May of 2000 with the publication of an educational white paper on a 
new technology called eXtensible Mark-Up Language (XML), community leaders have worked hard to bring 
XML from a cutting edge technology to daily operations within education.   
 
Dave Moldoff, Senior Vice President of Solutions Architecture and Infrastructure at Sungard SCT and PESC 
Board Member comments that “the overarching goal is not to just put out standards, but to put out standards 
that organizations like Sungard SCT will actually use – and we are.”  He adds, “We must continue to work 
with and through the community so that we can all move forward together, in an organized manner.” 
 
“The XML Postsecondary Transcript, like the EDI version, facilitates the fast, efficient and accurate 
exchange of information among postsecondary institutions,” states Bob Morley, Associate Registrar at the 
University of Southern California and Board Member of both PESC and the American Association of 
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO).  “EDI had long ago demonstrated the value of a 
standardized electronic data exchange.   The XML Postsecondary Transcript offers a new companion 
resource which capitalizes upon the adoption of new technology and methods in postsecondary institutions, 
and offers institutions more options for the standardized electronic exchange of information.  The ‘hoped-for’ 
result will be a much more robust exchange of information among postsecondary institutions, both large and 
small.” 
 
“In California’s Community College System, we’re implementing the XML Postsecondary Transcript.  It will 
save us time and most importantly resources and money.  We are looking for one way to process transcripts 
and this will be it,” adds Catherine McKenzie, project coordinator for the Chancellor’s Office. 
 
As PESC’s mission is to promote the establishment and adoption of standards to improve institutional 
performance, lower costs, improve service, and attain system interoperability, standards approved by PESC 
Members and released to the education community are available free of charge to the public.  Already in the 
works are development efforts by the National Student Clearinghouse to add supporting transactions for 
requesting and acknowledging the Transcript; and Mapping Your Future is looking to develop XML 
transactions to support the reporting on students who have completed loan counseling sessions. 
 
For anyone looking to communicate their specific use and adoption of the XML Postsecondary Transcript, 
please contact Michael Sessa or Ane Johnson directly at Sessa@PESC.org 202-293-7383 or 
Johnson@PESC.org 202-263-0296 respectively.  For more information on PESC or the XML Postsecondary 
Transcript, please visit www.PESC.org. 

 
Established in 1997 and located in Washington, D.C., the Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council (PESC) is a non-profit, 
community-based, umbrella association of colleges and universities; professional and commercial organizations; data, software and 
service providers; and state and federal government agencies.  PESC’s mission is to lead the establishment and adoption of data 
exchange standards in education.  The goals of the mission are to enable the improvement of institutional performance and foster 
collaboration across educational communities in order to lower costs, improve service, and attain system interoperability. 
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