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President’s Report
Well, it has been quite a Chapter year! I won’t bore you by repeating what we all have been
through. But, it has been a lot and it continues. Despite all, we have had a great, active year. The year
passed so quickly in some respects, but more slowly in others. Thanks go to the Chapter Officers,
Chapter Committee Chairs, and involved Chapter members. We had several goals to start the year, but
the primary goal was to continue Chapter operations and the numerous programs we support. It has
been a delight for me to work with each and every one of you. I know that going forward, your support
will be given to the 2021-2022 Chapter Officers and other leaders. As we end the current Chapter year
and begin another I encourage all to support the most active and recognizable Chapter in ALSSAR.
As I write this, my last Newsletter, we are approaching our February Meeting and then our
March Meeting. We typically honor and recognize our youth in February along with holding Chapter
Officer Elections. We execute many programs, but none are more important than our youth projects. I
encourage more members to get involved with our youth activities. The Chapter is still involved in youth
programs as we approach the February Chapter meeting. Our March meeting with Officer Installations
and Awards will definitely be different this year. We will not even schedule a banquet, but will attempt
an in-person meeting. This is a change from our typical March meeting. The important thing is that
our Chapter activities and functions continue, but in a healthy environment.
Of note is the ALSSAR Annual Business Meeting and Convention at American Village,
Montevallo, on February 20th. This will be a hybrid meeting with in-person and virtual attendees via
Zoom. Each attendee must register with the form on ALSSAR’s website. This will be an important
meeting to gain insight into ALSSAR goals and objectives.
I want to acknowledge a special thanks to Beverly Thornton who donated her husband’s
Revolutionary War uniform to the Alabama Veterans Museum in Athens, AL via your Chapter. Hal
Thornton’s uniform will occupy a special place in the Museum’s Revolutionary War section with which
TVCSAR is very active in renovating and upgrading. In that regard, a team led by Jess Brown has been
active in researching the Museum’s Revolutionary War needs. They developed a list of contributions
our Chapter can make and made a request to the George Washington Endowment Fund (GWEF) to
pay for half of our costs. That request was approved thereby facilitating our impact on the Alabama
Veterans Museum. We are looking forward to the Museum opening at its new site around Memorial
Day weekend.
As we close out this Chapter year it is important to remember what we are all about. So, let’s
remind ourselves often of the Mission of the National Society Sons of the American Revolution: The
Objects of this Society are declared to be patriotic, historical, and educational; to unite and promote fellowship
among the descendants of those who sacrificed to achieve the independence of the American people, to inspire them
and the community at large with a more profound reverence for the principles of the government founded by our
forefathers; to foster true patriotism; to maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom.
And, in closing, I want to acknowledge a debt of gratitude to every one of the members and
others who attend our meetings and work regularly and assiduously to assist our Chapter in its goals.
Keep spreading our message and community focus. Encourage membership and participation wherever
you can. The Ladies Auxiliary in this Chapter has helped tremendously in making this year a success
but has been hampered by our health conditions. Also, as in any organization, there is a core group of
hard workers who always see to the best interests of the Chapter. Many have contributed for years,
serving as officers, working on or chairing committees, and generally contributing to the overall good
and wellbeing of the Tennessee Valley Chapter. I cannot thank all of you enough for your support and
for making this year such a pleasant and productive year of service as your Chapter President. I wish all
a safe and healthy 2021 and beyond. I am proud to be member of the Tennessee Valley Chapter Sons of
the American Revolution.

Ray Livingston
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TVCSAR RECEIVES GRANT FOR
VETERANS PROJECT
On January 20 TVCSAR was notified that it will be
receiving $1456 from the George Washington Endowment
Fund (GWEF). These funds are to cover a portion of the
costs for substantially upgrading the Revolutionary War
section at the Alabama Veterans Museum in Athens. Mr.
Russ DeVenney, the Chairman of the Distribution
Committee for GWEF, was instrumental in assisting the
chapter with the processing of a successful proposal. He,
along with Alabama State SAR President, David Jones who
endorsed the proposal, were complimentary of the chapter's
efforts.
This chapter project is part of a much larger initiative to
expand the veterans museum in Athens. The existing
museum will be moving into a larger facility and is receiving
$1,200,000 from the state government for renovations to an
approximately 20,000 square foot facility.
Alabama's
Children of the American Revolution is also providing
assistance for the new Revolutionary War section in the form
of expensive wooden cases.
The new Revolutionary War section will implement a
plan with five elements developed in conjunction with
museum leaders. Included are uniforms of militia and
continental regulars, flags, a reproduction of a Charleville
musket, and a 55 inch TV which will present interesting
information about America's first veterans and the war for
independence. A special feature will be a dataset being
developed and coordinated by Lynn Helms, the TVCSAR
Veteran Liaison. This dataset will permit a visitor to search
for a Patriot buried in Alabama by last name or county where
they are buried.
The scope of the plan was enhanced as a result of inkind contributions by the Alabama Flag and Banner
Company and its President, Belinda Melson-Kennedy, and
by Mrs. Beverly Thornton, widow of former TVCSAR and
ALSSAR President Hal Thornton. Compatriot Mark
Hubbs of the TVCSAR also provided some in-kind
contributions and much expertise regarding uniforms of the
period. Tom Walker and his staff, especially Ms. Nancy
Estes, also were of assistance as the chapter put together its
proposal to GWEF.
Former TVCSAR President, Jim Griffith, had the idea
to request GWEF funds. Ray Livingston, Chapter
President for 2020-21, also visited with the museum director
and toured the still-under-construction facility to better
understand what was envisioned.
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The chapter has approximately three months to
assemble the materials for the new section of the museum.
A high profile dedication of the new museum facility with
dignitaries in attendance is expected near Memorial Day
2021.

JROTC Outstanding Cadet
A ceremony to award our Chapter JROTC
Outstanding Cadet took place on February 3rd at the
Huntsville High School flag pole.
Our Chapter JROTC Outstanding Cadet for 2020 is
Cadet Megan Green. The process includes a nomination
package detailing academic achievement, military bearing,
leadership qualities, extra-curricular activities, and an
essay. The essay (500-700 words) is written on this
Lewellen
subject: How JROTC
has prepared
me toJones
be a better citizen
Jamie Stanley
of the United States of America.
Cadet Green was entered in the State JROTC
Outstanding Cadet competition where she placed second.
Congratulations Cadet Megan Green!
Shown below from left to right are Tim Green, Jennifer
Green (Cadet Megan Green’s parents), Cadet Megan
Green, Ray Livingston, Lt Col David Murphy, HHS
Senior Aerospace Science Instructor. Also in attendance was
Compatriot Dudley Burwell.
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Revolutionary Questions
1. What was the date when George Washington crossed the
Delaware River to surprise the Hessian soldiers in Trenton,
NJ?
2. How many men did George Washington have to get
across the Delaware River in order to attack the Hessian’s in
Trenton?

3. How many hours did it take to get Washington’s army
across the Delaware River?
4. There are 3 States that border New Jersey? Those states
are Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New York.
When
Washington crossed the Delaware River into New Jersey to
fight the Hessians at Trenton, what State was he leaving in
order to enter New Jersey?
5. Hessians were hired mercenaries from current day
Germany and were considered some of the finest fighters in
the world. The Hessians in Trenton were commanded by
who?
6. Only a few days after the victory at Trenton, George
Washington’s army once again fooled the enemy and were
able to win another victory at Princeton, New Jersey. Do you
know what General Washington did to fool British General
Cornwallis, thereby enabling the Colonials to win the battle of
Princeton?
7. Present with Washington’s army at Trenton were
numerous individuals who became very famous in the history
of the United States. Can you name these people?

Answers from the December Newsletter
1. Who is widely regarded as the first American killed during the
American Revolution?
The first individual killed in the American Revolution is
believed to have been a Gentleman named Crispus Attucks.
He was an individual born in Framingham, Massachusetts in
1723. He was of mixed-ethnicity, but was believed to have
been of significant Native American Heritage. In recent
years it has become commonly believed that he was also of
African descent.
Photo by Jim Maples
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2. Who fired the shot that killed the first American (Crispus
Attucks) during the American Revolution?
William Warren, a British Soldier, is believed to have fired
the shot that killed Crispus Attucks. However, there were a
total of 9 soldiers tried for murder after the Boston Massacre.
3. How many Americans were killed during the Boston Massacre?
Although Crispus Attucks was the first to be shot and die,
there were five total individuals killed on the day of the
Boston Massacre. The others, in addition to Attucks were:
Samuel Gray, James Caldwell, Samuel Maverick, and
Patrick Carr.
4. After the Boston Massacre, British Soldiers were tried for
Murder. Do you know who defended those British Soldiers?
Founding Father and Future President John Adams
successfully defended the British Soldiers.
5. Although there was no formal census in the United States prior
to 1790, do you know what the largest Cities were within the
Colonies in 1776?
Total population of the colonies was believed to be 2.5
million. Largest Cities were as follows:
Philadelphia
40,000
New York City
25,000
Boston, MA
15,000
Charleston, SC
12,000
Newport, RI
11,000
6. Did you know that the most famous spy-ring in American
History was formed during the American Revolution? Do you
know the name of this Spy-Ring?

The Culper Spy-Ring. This spy ring was created by George
Washington and Major Benjamin Tallmadge. This spy ring
was critical to winning the American Revolution and helped
General Washington learn of British Troop Movements and
plans.
7. George Washington had numerous nicknames including “Father
of the Country”, “American Fabius”, and the “American
Cincinnatus”. However, he had a code name as part of the Culper
Spy-Ring. Do you know that name?
Within the Culper Spy-Ring, George Washington was
known as “Agent 711”.
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Alabama Veterans Museum - Athens, Alabama
See the article on page 2 about the GWEF grant for the Alabama
Veterans Museum. The Tennessee Valley Chapter has a long history
with this museum and is proud to partner with them in their new
location which is just across the parking lot from the current location.
The photo at the left was taken on November 10, 2002 at the
dedication ceremony of the current location. Below is a photo of the
outside of the new location which will open later this year and will triple
the 7000 square feet of space in the current facility.

Dedication Ceremony of the Original Location

New Location in the Limestone County Event Center

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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