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2021
Liberation Singles Open

The Liberation Singles Open 2021 was our 10th Anniversary another well attended event this month in glorious sunshine.
Defending champion Matt Pinel got off to a good start with a 13 – 4 win over Daniel Villalard and did last years Runner Up Toby Northern who won 13 – 1 against Branden De La Haye, this was the same score for Ross Payne over Paul Waters.
Some close matches as Alan Lahiffe only just beat Mo De Gruchy 13 -11 and the tournament’s first ever winner Chris Romeril won a tough match 13 – 11 against David Ibitson but the closest one went all the way to overtime as Geofffroy Buffetrille just managed to take to win 12 – 11 on the last end.

Jean Stewart beat Andrew Limbrick 13 – 9 and last years 4th place finisher James Rondel beat Alice Ibitson.

Round 2 saw Toby in devastating form has he beat last years quarter finalist Keith Boleat 13 – 4.  Alan Lahiffe had the comeback of the tournament losing 12 – 2 came back to win 13 – 12 against none other than Andrew Bellamy-Burt.

Jean Stewart could not make it two in a row as Matt Buesnel proved too good.  Geoffroy Buffetrille was also too good for Chris Romeril and James Rondel won convincingly 13 – 3 against Brian Harris.

Several players making it two wins, with Neil Selby beating Brigitte Ibitson, Alex Stewart beating Matt Scholefield and Matt Pinel beating Ross Payne to name a few.  Callum Stewart got his first win just making over the line against Kevin Daly 13 – 12.

Laurent Pellaton handed out the first certificate of the day to James Villalard in Round 2 but suffered that same fate losing 13 – 0 to Matt Buesnel who was in devastating form with Laurent suffering from a few nerves.
Paul Bell made it back-to-back wins with a 13 – 7 one over Brian Harris as did Andrew Limbrick over Tim Jackson and Callum Stewart over Matt Hutchings.  James Villalard recovered to get his second win by just beating Branden 13-12.
Geoffroy made it three wins from three with a good win over James Rondel.  Matt Pinel only lost one point to Alex Stewart and Alan Lahiffe beat Paul Waters.  Toby came back well against Neil with the match tied at 12-12 Neil had an unfortunate bounce resulting in a win for Toby who made it three from three.
Round 4 saw Matt Buesnel continue some amazing form handing Toby a heavy defeat 13 – 4 and Alan Lahiffe handed the defending champion Matt Pinel a 13 – 2 defeat.

Andrew Limbrick made it three straight wins to move into contention beating Geoffroy 13 – 6 and Ross Payne handed James Villalard another 13 – 0 defeat to also move onto three wins.

Callum Stewart won big over Neil Selby 13 – 4 for three straight wins and move into contention as did Matt Scholefield who had a great game against Andrew Bellamy-Burt winning 13 – 4.  David Ibitson also made it three straight wins with victory over Alex Stewart 13 – 8.

Well Matt Buesnel could not make it 5 from 5 as he lost an awfully close match 13 – 11 to Alan Lahiffe who finished top with 5 wins from 5 and meant Matt finished 2nd.

Matt Pinel’s 13 – 3 win over James Rondel gave him third place.  A 13 – 10 win for Geoffroy over Callum gave him 4th place with Callum ending on three wins in 15th place.  Andrew Limbrick made it through for the second successive year with four straight wins this time against Matt Scholefield who finished in 17th with three wins.  Laurent match against David Ibitson meant he finished 6th with David another player on three wins missing out in 11th.

Ross saved four game points against Toby to just make it over the line 13 – 12 and take 7th place with last years runner up Toby agonisingly finishing 9th despite a much better points difference than James Rondel who finished 8th by 1 BHN point over several players all who had better points difference.

[image: image2.png]8.{2140 James Rondel Liberation 3 15| 32 | 5045
9.{2161 Toby Northern Liberation 3 4| 32 | 5542
10.{2143 Jean Stewart Liberation 3 14| 32 | 5846
11.{2138 David Ibitson Liberation 3 | 32 | 5747
12.|2129 Andrew Bellamy-Burt | Liberation 3 1| 32 | 5548





Three wins also for Keith Boleat who beat Neil Selby 13 – 0 in the final Round.
Final Rankings

[image: image3.png]Rank Name Club Score | BHN | Games || Points

1.12126 Alan Lahiffe Carrefour 5 14 50 65:45

2. 2150 Matt Buesnel Liberation 4 16 41 63:33

3.|2151 Matt Pinel Liberation 4 16 41 54:28

4.1 2139 Geoffroy Buffetrille | Liberation 4 15 41 57:47

512130 Andrew Limbrick Liberation 4 14 41 61:41

6. (2148 Laurent Pellaton Liberation 4 13 41 52:38

7.|2159 Ross Payne Liberation 4 12 41 59:35

8. 2140 James Rondel Liberation 3 15 32 50:45

9.(2161 Toby Northern Liberation 3 14 32 5542
10.|2143 Jean Stewart Liberation 3 14 32 58:46
11.|2138 David Ibitson Liberation 3 14 32 57:47
12.|2129 Andrew Bellamy-Burt | Liberation 3 14 32 5548
13.| 2127 Alex Stewart Liberation 3 14 32 48:50
14.| 2144 Keith Boleat Carrefour 3 13 32 52:40
15.12134 Callum Stewart Liberation 3 13 32 56:50
16.| 2160 Tim, Jackson Liberation 3 13 32 56:52
17.| 2152 Matt Scholefield Carrefour 3 12 32 55:45
18.| 2157 Paul Bell Liberation 3 10 32 58:43
19.|2156 Neil Selby Liberation 2 14 23 41:57
20.| 2141 James, Villalard Liberation 2 14 23 33:61
21.| 2128 Alice Ibitson Liberation 2 13 23 49:52
22.| 2136 Chris Romeril Jersey PC 2 13 2:3 45:56
23.|2132 Brian Harris Liberation 2 12 2:3 A7:48
24.| 2154 Mo De Gruchy Liberation 2 " 23 50:50
25.| 2135 Cassie Stewart Liberation 2 " 23 48:49
26.| 2146 Kevin, Daly Carrefour 2 10 23 58:61
27.|2153 Matthew Hutchings | Liberation 2 10 2:3 45:48
28.| 2133 Brigitte Ibitson Liberation 2 10 23 48:55
29.| 2145 Keith Pinel Liberation 2 7 23 52:43
30. 2158 Paul Waters Carrefour 1 15 1:4 28:61
31.(2149 Lorna Limbrick Liberation 1 14 1:4 37:62
32.|2131 Branden, De La Haye | Liberation 1 12 14 44:64
33. | 2142 Janet, Gallichan Independant 1 12 14 38:59
34.| 2137 Daniel, Villalard Liberation 1 9 14 40:57
35_ 2155 Natasha, Romeril Liberation 1 8 14 4559
36. | 2147 Kim, Gallichan Liberation 0 9 05 23:65





So, the Quarter Final Line up was as follows:

	Ranked
	Quarter Finals
	Ranked

	1st
	Alan Lahiffe
	
	v
	
	James Rondel
	8th

	2nd
	Matt Buesnel
	
	v
	
	Ross Payne
	7th

	3rd
	                        Matt Pinel
	
	v
	
	Laurent Pellaton
	6th

	4th
	Geoffroy Buffetrille
	
	v
	
	Andrew Limbrick
	5th


So, the top ranked player, Alan Lahiffe was aiming to avoid the dreaded curse of being the number one, but it was never looking likely that he would lose to James as he ran out 13 – 3 winner.  Matt Buesnel took advantage against Ross who could not compete with Matt’s placing.  Matt Pinel’s shooting gave him the win over Laurent 13 – 5 and Andrew Limbrick beat Geoffroy for the second time in the tournament.
	Ranked
	Semi Finals
	Ranked

	1st
	Alan Lahiffe
	
	v
	
	Andrew Limbrick
	5th

	3rd
	Matt Pinel
	
	v
	
	Matt Buesnel
	2nd


The rankings did not matter in the semi-finals though as Andrew Limbrick hit top gear winning easily against Alan Lahiffe 13 -1.     In a repeat of last years semi-finals Matt Pinel took on Matt Buesnel who’s placing again was the difference despite some exceptional shooting from Matt Pinel he failed in his bid to retain the title with a 13 -11 result to Matt Buesnel.
The final saw Matt Buesnel take a 7 – 0 lead and in fact had chances at 5 – 0 up to take three points on each of the next two ends but shoes to place instead of shooting and only picked up 1 point on each.  This must have given Andrew some hope as he then fought back to 7 – 7 but Matt’s composure shone through as he finished with a 13 – 8 title triumph and became only the second player to win it more than once after first lifting it in 2016.
Third place went to Alan Lahiffe with a 13 – 7 win over Matt Pinel.

Huge thank you to all those who took part, but this could not happen without the Liberations committee making it all possible, and some extra helpers, well done everyone.

Pictured, Winner Matt Buesnel
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Club email address
-
liberationpc@gmail.com
Club Website

-
www.liberationpetanque.co.uk
Kind Regards

Toby Northern

Chairman

Liberation Petanque Club
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