REVITALIZING
RECREATION FACILITIES
The townsite of Waskesiu, fondly nicknamed ‘Saskatchewan’s Playground’, is the centre for services and recreation
in Prince Albert National Park. Since the park opened in
1928, the renewal and repurposing of recreational opportunities is ongoing. In the early years, the Parks Service took
responsibility for recreation. More recently, the Waskesiu
community has become involved. The Waskesiu Foundation
is a volunteer-run, registered charity that has collected and
invested more than $2 million in recreational, social, cultural
and environmental activities in the Park since 1999.

In 2015, the Waskesiu Foundation partnered with Parks
Canada to refurbish the main beach playground, replacing the
inadequate playground for children ages 5-12 with equipment
from Park N Play, while keeping the vintage swings, teeter totters and toddler/wheelchair accessible equipment. The result
was ‘Bears on the Beach’, a hugely popular, nature-themed
play area featuring life-sized bears and a massive tree. Sixty
community volunteers assembled the 100 pole structure in
three days!

One of the Foundation’s early investments in recreation
was refurbishing Waskesiu camp kitchens for picnicking.
Day users to the Park make camp kitchens their home base
for family recreation. The Foundation managed the camp
kitchen projects in partnership with Parks Canada, leveraging
resources from both organizations to accomplish more than
either could alone.

The Foundation has also partnered with the Lobstick Golf
Club, replacing the iconic Lobstick tree on the first hole as
part of a community celebration and fundraiser in 2013. In
2014, the Lobstick Golf Club and the Foundation again partnered on, ‘Paving the Way’, which completed the paving of all
golf cart paths on the course.
The Waskesiu Community Council is an elected body that assists Prince Albert National Park in establishing practices for
the operation of Waskesiu. In 2014-2015, the Council consulted with the community and Parks Canada to create the
‘Vision 2020 and Beyond Community Action Plan’. This Vision
includes an action plan that provides direction in recreation
and other categories.
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The heart of the recreation category in the Vision document
is the Waskesiu Recreation Area Renewal. The Waskesiu
Recreation Association (WRA) is a community group that
manages the recreation grounds, mostly known for its tennis
courts and lawn bowling green. The WRA hired Stantec, as a
consultant, to develop a Master Plan for the area, which provides direction specific for the WRA to redevelop this property.
To implement the Plan’s first phase, the community responded
with over $400,000 in donations and in-kind contributions
from groups and individuals. An amazing Waskesiu and Park
themed mini-golf, named Little AL’s Mini Golf, with equipment
from COST of Wisconsin, opened July 1, 2018 on an underutilized part of the property. Players see life sized bison, elk,
bear, a tepee, the Lobstick tree, a sand castle and more on
the course. A water feature is in the shape of Lake Waskesiu
and a model of Grey Owl's cabin serves as the starter’s booth.
Other Master Plan improvements to the Recreation Area
have also been implemented. In 2016, the tennis courts
were resurfaced and pickleball lines were added, thanks to
a local family’s donation. In 2018, the Foundation purchased
and installed exceptional outdoor fitness equipment from

MoveStrong Functional Fitness. With support from the Howe
family during a weekend of well-attended events, it was
named the Gordie Howe Memorial Fitness Park, in recognition
of Gordie’s outstanding fitness and long standing connection
with Waskesiu, his favourite place on earth.

FIXED FOR
FISHING
Buddha’s Bait Shop is a local tackle and bait shop
in White Fox, Saskatchewan. Through their Fixed for
Fishing program, fisherman are encouraged to drop
off any gently used fishing gear, to be given away to
the fishermen/women of the future...our kids. They
refurbish everything that comes through the door and
hand it out to kids that otherwise may not get that
opportunity. Families can come and sign out fishing

The Foundation and the WRA will continue to implement
the Master Plan, including installation of a multi-sport court,
replacing part of the less-used lawn bowling green, addition of
a picnic shelter, improvements to pathways and benches, as
well as renovations to the recreation building. The curling rink,
which has already been repurposed as a skating rink, will be
upgraded for year round use.

equipment for their getaway and return it after they
are done, like a library system.
Buddha’s Bait Shops has given away around 2 dozen
rods and reels and have over 50 more ready to go.
They continue to encourge fishing people to donate tackle boxes, lures, fishing line, rod tips and of
course, rods and reels for the kids.
Parents need to be involved as well, by being part of
the process, and by taking your child fishing, you are
helping lay a path for our future fisherkids. Remember parents, ”Don’t let your child be the one that
got away”.
For more information, email
buddhasbaitshopwf@outlook.com.

Community support is the key to success for Waskesiu recreation. The community provides the vision, the community
donates generously and the community volunteers to renew
recreation opportunities in Saskatchewan's Playground.
Derwin Arnstead
Chair, Waskesiu Foundation
Website: www.waskesiufoundation.ca
Facebook: WaskesiuFoundation
Twitter: WaskesiuFound
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