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Bells

https://youtu.be/-6qZ9A6GFik

Announcements

Rev. Rosemary

The worship ministry discussed some changes to the bulletin. The Gloria Patri reflects one change to
the word “world” which is closer to the original meaning. Both science and scripture acknowledge that
the world is not eternal, but God’s sovereignty is. The new word ‘reign’ reflects that thought. You
may use whichever term you prefer.
Also the Doxology was discussed. Some folks prefer the traditional wording, others like the more
contemporary version. Please use the doxology you prefer, or another one that reflects your
spirituality.
Prelude

“Lord, I Want to be a Christian”
Traditional spiritual arr. by John Carter.
https://youtu.be/Lg3FVKnn9bw

Call to Worship

Gwen & Rosemary

One: Come, let us worship the eternal One, the everlasting God!
Let us rejoice in the Almighty, who formed all creation.
All: How good it is to sing of God’s power.
How uplifting is God’s wisdom and understanding.
One: God rules all time and space, yet cares for each of us.
God blesses all those who trust in him.
All: From God come life and health and peace.
God lifts up the broken, strengthens the weary and frees the oppressed.
One: Extol your God with deep thanksgiving.
Serve your God with full devotion.
All: With grateful hearts we will hear God’s message.
With open spirits we will follow God’s way.
Hymn

We Sing Your Mighty Power, O God
https://youtu.be/NI1aL8uAZCk
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Gathering
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Gathering Prayer

Gwen

Great God of power and grace, we praise you today for your goodness and faithfulness to us.
We come today seeking your wisdom and strength. Bound to this world, we often find
ourselves lost and weary. We need the healing only you can give – for our bodies, our minds,
our spirits, for individuals and for community. We need your guidance and your vision, that
we may live according to your purpose and for your glory. May the good news find root
among us and inspire us in service, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
Gloria Patri

https://youtu.be/OLz3R1hnUjs

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture Readings
Old Testament

Isaiah 40:21-31

Gwen

21 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22 
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in;
23 
who brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.
24 
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
25 
To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One.
26 
Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these?
He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.
27 
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LO
 RD, and my right is disregarded by my God”?
28 
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LO
 RD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
29 
He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.
30 
Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted;
31 
but those who wait for the LO
 RD shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
New Testament

Mark 1:29-39

29 

As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. 30
 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 31
 He
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.
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32 

That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 33
 And the
whole city was gathered around the door. 34
 And he cured many who were sick with various diseases,
and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.
35 

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he
prayed. 36
 And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37
 When they found him, they said to him,
38 
“Everyone is searching for you.”  He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39
 And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.
Special Music

Sermon

“Standing on the Promises,”
R. Kelso Carter. Arr. Nathan J. Arnold
https://youtu.be/GwcaTsbrq64
“A Day in the Life of…”

In the past few weeks several people have mentioned to me just how tough it has been living with
Covid. We are closing in on one year of restrictions and accommodations, and everyone, whether their
workload has increased, or they are home-bound, all recognize just how drained they feel. I get it, I
really do. So, when I turned to the gospel lesson this week all I could say was ‘Really! You’ve got to
be kidding.’ All I could identify with was the feeling of exhaustion stirred by this text.
We enter Peter’s house in Capernaum and the first thing we hear is that his mother-in-law is laid out in
bed. Had she overdone it like so many women do? But like a good pastor Jesus visits her sick bed and
takes her by the hand. And she is healed! So, what does she do? She goes right back to ‘making
supper’ and serving Peter and his friends. No rest for the weary, eigh!
Then we see the locals crowding the door, filling the house with their needs and wants. Hours before
they had heard Jesus’ message and seen Jesus heal, of all things, a demon-possessed man. And if he
could do that – “well”; and the word spread like wildfire. “Jesus, I have a bad tooth”, “Jesus, my kids
have the runs”. “Jesus, it's worse than that – my mother is crazed, literally. Please, please help”.
It was exhausting, grueling work – hearing all the pleas, caring for all the losses, bearing all the
sorrows, answering all the fears. I’m tired just thinking about it; and I have nothing to gripe about in
this little corner of Northfield. Who am I to say I’m exhausted? Yet I am. Church - and Covid. Home
and family - and Covid. Society and politics - and Covid. The world - and Covid. [Lord, I am so tired].
How do you find restoration in all this? How can the restorer be restored? Is it any wonder Jesus slips
away after such a demanding evening and a short sleepless night to find a deserted corner of Galilee
where he could just be alone and breathe? Don’t we all want to do that? I would love a vacation – to
vacate – but I can’t right now – after all – Covid. But Jesus sneaks away – to breathe, to throttle back,
to relax – and most importantly to pray.
Jesus slipped away from the demands to simply rest in God. Did he pray for the ill and disturbed? Did
he pray for Peter’s family? Did he pray for himself? We don’t know (thank God), we just know he
prayed. Maybe he even meditated.
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Whatever, however, he spent time with God – he did it. And it seemed to give him something of what
he needed, because when his disciples come hunting for him (maybe like a pack of wolves) he was
ready. “Everybody is looking for you, everybody wants you to…” And Jesus flatly said, “No. Not
here, not now.” Jesus said “I’m moving on, I’m following God’s dream. That’s why I came, that’s why
I’m here”.
Maybe in those wee hours before dawn Jesus had a chance to reflect on his life. Maybe he remembered
the stories Mary told of his birth. Maybe he re-lived the calling of his baptism and the precious words
‘you are my beloved Son’. Maybe he recalled the challenge of Satan’s temptation in the wilderness –
especially the razzle-dazzle of the world’s acclaim. Maybe he remembered the message that stood at
the core of all he hoped to do – ‘the kingdom of God has drawn near’. And maybe it gave him renewed
vision and a fresh energy, because he told his clamoring disciples ‘let’s go beyond this town and
preach the gospel to all’.
Maybe today – as we spent ‘a day in the life of Jesus’ we too can acknowledge all that has been
happening in us and around us. Maybe like Peter’s mother-in-law we need Jesus’ touch, maybe we
need to be raised up and restored. Maybe then we can take a fresh step as we ‘do our part’, even
making food for some hungry souls. Maybe we need healing, or know those who need healing, and we
come in hope and trepidation. Maybe we feel the press of caring and the wearing burden of service in
what seems an unending stream of needs. Maybe we have been slogging through long evenings and
sleepless nights.
And maybe – if we are wise – we will not just come to Jesus with the cry ‘everybody wants... I want’.
Maybe we will be wise enough to follow him to a deserted place, a quiet place of peace and hope.
Maybe, like him, we will seek God’s face, lay down our burdens, and listen to that still, small voice
who first called our name.
Amen.
*Hymn

Come and Find the Quiet Center
https://youtu.be/ffoG1oKlpbk
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Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please contact pastor Rosemary
or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Holy and gracious God, we thank you for the gift of your grace and favor to us. We thank you for
Jesus Christ, who faithfully followed your will and accomplished your salvation. And we thank you
for your Spirit, who forms us as your people and leads us in your purposes. And so we come to you
today, seeking your presence, your power and your grace.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. May our spirits seek your presence and our
hearts find rest in your love. Lead us into fresh insight for our mission, and renewed strength for
our labors. May all we do be a true expression of your kingdom.
We pray also for all who carry the burden of leadership among us. Grant them strength and wisdom
for the work before them, and a clear vision that will seek your blessing for all the world. And we
seek your mercy for all who are in need today. May the burdened know your peace, the weary find
your strength, and the discouraged gain your hope. Grant also your healing to the ill, your comfort
to the mourning, and your aid to the poor. We ask your help for… and we thank you for …. And
lead us, who have known your abundant favor, to share the riches of goodness and grace to all who
are in need. We praise you, Wondrous God, for your faithfulness and care, your power and
purposes, through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

https://youtu.be/lAivVHv_mbc

Offering
We who have known the healing touch of Christ are entrusted with the message of grace. We who
have received the great blessing of God are directed to establish his kingdom of justice and peace.
In our giving we support the ministries close at hand and those far from our lives. Let us consecrate
our gifts in the power of faith.
Thank you, God, for the depth of your mercy and grace that reaches us with healing and help when
we need it most. Thank you for the call which leads us from our needs to serve and minister to
others who long for your care. Here we dedicate our offerings and our lives that they may fulfill
your holy purpose. Amen.
Doxology

https://youtu.be/5I7PEGUPAXQ

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all the Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
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Communion
Hymn

As Your Family, Lord (tune kum ba yah)
https://youtu.be/2q_VDQClbKo

Invitation
Great Thanksgiving
Consecration and Service
Prayer of Gratitude
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Hymn

Lord Whose Love Through Humble Service
https://youtu.be/lHjGut23ys0
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Common Commission
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Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the fainthearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Benediction
Go now into the world
And may Jesus himself and God our Father, who reached out in love
and surprised you with gifts of unending help and confidence,
put a fresh heart in you, invigorate your work, and enliven your speech.
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 MSG
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“Give Me Jesus”
Traditional spiritual arr. by Mark Hayes.
https://youtu.be/ndC0dnDo1Ec

Music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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