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W\ A Region of Packard Automobile Classics, Inc.

W\ dba The Packard Club
W c/o Comerstone Registration, Ltd.
- P.O Box 1715
Maple Grove, Mn.55311-6715
4 Phone: 763-420-7829
* Email: pac@cornerstone.com
W\ URL: httpz//www.packardclub.org

W\ MasterCard & VISA accepted for National Dues
b N

Packards Virginia
Dues are due in January of each year:

New members who join after September
1st

are credited for the following year.

Membership in our National Club is re-
quired.
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Director
Tim English
Timothy.j.english@gmail.com

Treasurer
Hal Hermann

Hal.hermann@verizon.net

Membership
Tom Brooks

Ta-ccbrooks@att.net

Packards Virginia

Events Coordinator
Scott Leaf

leafdds@aol.com

Webmaster
Robert Scott

rscott77x@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Rod Hobbs

packardv8@hotmail.com
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Packards Virginia was chartered in

1976 by

Doug Hayes and Bob Robb and
friends.

This is our 44th year of continu-

ous operation.
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15 15 1S S

OO OO OO O O O O

The Packard Virginian is the offi-

PAC National Trustees ;‘:‘Z

Hal Hermann

4128 Lenox Drive
Fairfax, VA 22032-1111
703-978-8690

hal.hermann@verizon.net

Paul Delaney.

6401 16" Street
Alexandria, VA 22307
703-768-0367

custom8coupe@aol.com

Bob Robb

11226 Fanwood Ct.
Henrico, Va., 23233
804-270-7760
Bob_robb@hotmail.com

Sue Johnson

1217 Harding Lane
Silver Spring. MD 20905
301-384-4433

billnsuer@aol.com

Bill Johnson

1217 Harding Lane
Silver Spring. MD 20905
301-384-4433

billnsuer@aol.com
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2020 Old Car Calendar
Courtesy of Dwight Heinmuller, Feb 2020

JWP

Tentatively scheduled events

Call ahead before attending

Mar
25-28 Valley Forge, PA 75th CCCA Annual Meeting

Apr
3-5 Salado, TX 43 rd Annual Texas Packard Meet
11 Adamstown, PA Keystone Packards Annual Kick-Off Banquet, Weavers
18  Baltimore, MD MAP at the B&O Railroad Museum CANCELLED
19 Landenberg, PA AACA Brandywine Region
26--May 1 Maryville, TN 39th VMCCA Chrome Glidden Tour

May
5-14 Montreal-Buffalo CCCA CARavan
8 Winchester, VA 62nd AACA Apple Blossom Meet, Shenandoah Region
8-9 Frederick, MD 25th Packard Swap Meet, CANCELLED!
13-16 Maryland Eastern Shore AACA Eastern Divisional Eastern Shore Region, to 1995
15-16 Dunkirk, NY 52nd AACA Swap Meet, Chautauqua Lake Region

23 Wash, D.C. Packards Virginia Hillwood Estate, Museum and Gardens

Tours of both the mansion and gardens are available and lunch can be purchased on site at the Cafe. We need
to be at the entrance by 10 am , parking has been arranged. Updates to follow mid to late April.

Jun --

6 Burtkittsville, Md Orphan Car Tour Burkittsville to Bluemont, WVA

Stops include a car collection, gist mill, & late afternoon dinner. More information will be forthcoming as
plans are finalized. | can coordinate for our members or reach out to John Battle at 540-364-1770.
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2020 OId Car Calendar
Courtesy of Dwight Heinmuller, Feb 2020

continued

6 Hershey, PA Elegance at Hershey “On hiatus for 2020”

712 Davis, WV AACA Sentimental Tour, Mountain State
Classics Region, 1928-1958

13 York Springs, PA AACA Auto &amp; Truck Show, Gettysburg
Region

419 Fremont, OH VMCCA One &amp; Two Cylinder Tour

21 Chantilly, VA 47th Sully Plantation Car Show

20 Richmond, VA 51st AACA Car Show &amp; Swap Meet,
Richmond Region

22-27 Albany, NY Professional Car Society International Meet

24-27 Beckley, WV AACA Eastern Spring National, White Water
Region

9-Jul 4 Rohnert Park, CA 55th Packard Club National Meet

Jul

11 Lutherville, MD AACA at the Fire Museum of Maryland, Ches
apeake Region

19-24 Lock Haven / Wellsboro, PA AACA Reliability Tour, thru 1915

23-25 Allentown, PA AACA Grand National

31-Aug 2 Macungie, PA 57th Das Awkscht Fescht, AACA Ontelaunee
Region

Aug 5-8 Chattanooga, TN 56th Studebaker Drivers Club International Meet

16 Pebble Beach, CA 70th Concours d’Elegance

22-23 Geneva, Switzerland CCCA Tour

23 Baltimore, MD AACA at the Baltimore Museum of Industry,
Chesa peake Region

29 Boyertown, PA 55th Duryea Day, Boyertown Museum of Historic
Vehicles
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2020 OId Car Calendar
Courtesy of Dwight Heinmuller, Feb 2020

continued
Sep
11-13 Malvern, PA 24th Radnor Hunt Concours d’Elegance
13-18 Saratoga Springs, NY75th VMCCA Revival Glidden Tour®, thru 1942 (the
Glidden Tour sponsorship alternates yearly between AACA, AAA and VMCCA)
19 Alexandria Va. Annual Packard's VA - Lyceum Orphan Car Show
Oct
7-10 Hershey, PA 66th AACA Eastern Division National Fall Meet
17 Rockville, MD 59th Antique &amp; Classic Car Show
22-24 TBA 63rd Old Dominion Packard Club Fall Meet
Nov
TBD Emmitsburg, MD 55 th MAP Year End Banquet, Carriage
House Inn
Upperco, MD Annual Banquet, AACA Chesapeake Region at Friendly
Farm
Dec
6 Alexandria, Va. Gadsbys Tavern, end of year dinner.

Back by popular demand we will gather here again for great food, drinks, and con
versations
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29th Orphan Car Tour Scheduled for June, 2020

Dozens of antique cars will take to the road on Saturday, June 6, as
the 29th Orphan Car Tour gets underway. This year’s route runs from Bur-
kittsville, Md. to Bluemont, Virginia, where participants will enjoy a late-
afternoon dinner together. Along the way, drivers will pause to see several
attractions including a car collection, an antique grist mill, and an auto res-
toration shop.

For years the Orphan Tour has provided owners of antique

"orphan" (discontinued make) vehicles the opportunity for a leisurely after-
noon cruise over scenic, mostly-rural roads, traveling at their own pace.
The Tour takes place in a different location each year around the greater
Washington-Baltimore region. Cars manufactured as early as 1912 have
been driven, and over sixty cars have participated on some Tours. Orphan
nameplates glimpsed on a typical Tour can be as familiar as Pontiac, Mer-
cury and Plymouth, and as obscure as Flanders, Hupmobile and Moline-
Knight. The Tour is open to all “orphans” which are at least 25 years old.

Details for this year’s event are being finalized, and a flyer with com-
plete information is scheduled for March. Updates will be published at the
Tour’s website, http://www.orphancartour.org/. Further information is avail-
able from Jon Battle at (540) 364-1770, or via e-mail at tourdirec-
tor@orphancartour.org.

The Tour's six sponsors -- all local chapters or regions of national
clubs -- are the Chesapeake Bay Chapter of the H-E-T Club, the DeSoto
Owners Club of Maryland, the Keystone Region Chapter of the Studebaker
Driver's Club (SDC), Mid-Atlantic Packards (a region of The Packard Club),
The Potomac Region of the SDC, and The Potomac Ramblers (an affiliate
of the AMO and AMCRC clubs).
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PRESS RELEASE: 2020 ORPHAN CAR TOUR
3-15-2020 -- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.

For questions contact Jon Battle, detailed@verizon.net, tel. 540-364-1770
Plans finalized for 29th Orphan Car Tour

The 2020 Orphan Car Tour will get underway on the morning of Saturday, June 6 in Burkittsville,
Maryland. From there, participants will drive their cars along a 60-mile route over mostly-rural roads
to Bluemont, Virginia, following printed directions and proceeding at their own pace.

Along the way, drivers and their passengers will have the opportunity to stop and visit a private col-
lection of 25 cars (1908-1970), an operating grist mill, the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, an
antique auto repair and restoration shop, and several other places of interest. Upon arrival at
Bluemont, participants will enjoy a buffet dinner. The Tour’s nickname this year is “A River Runs
Through It", because of the route’s several river crossings.

This is the 29th running of the Orphan Tour, an event designed to encourage the driving enjoyment
of antique “orphan” (discontinued-make) vehicles which are at least 25 years old. Each Tour takes
place in a different location in the greater Washington-Baltimore area, usually rural, and whose low-
speed roads are old-car friendly. Over the years “orphaned” nameplates spotted on the Tour have
ranged from the familiar (Pontiac, Mercury) to the obscure (Moline-Knight, Hupmobile), and cars da-
ting back to 1912 have been driven.

The Tour's six sponsors -- all local chapters or regions of national “orphan” car clubs -- are the
Chesapeake Bay Chapter of the H-E-T Club, the DeSoto Owners Club of Maryland, the Keystone
Region Chapter of the Studebaker Driver's Club (SDC), MidAtlantic Packards (a region of The Pack-
ard Club), The Potomac Region of the SDC, and The Potomac Ramblers (an affiliate of the AMO
and AMCRC clubs).

Further details, a flyer and tour updates are available on the Tour’s website at:

http://www.orphancartour.org/ .

In the unlikely event of cancellation of the meal and/or driving tour due to the coronavirus, those who
have pre-registered will be notified and pre-payments will be refunded.

Further information is available from Jon Battle at (540) 364-1770, or via e-mail at tourdirec-
tor@orphancartour.org.
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29th Annual Orphan Car* Tour
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Mid - Atlantic Packards and

Packards Virginia

Invite you to join us for our
25th Annual

M.
0 U ) B\ Ll Post #11,
WP Taney Ave., Frederick, Marylans: 2"702.

The meet hotel is the Best Western Historic Frederick, 429 Prospect Blvd.
Frederick, MD 21701 (301) 695-6200. Mention “"The Packard Club"” before
April 10 for a special rate, double or king $89, breakfast included.

Dinner reservations will be made daily for our group.

On Friday night at 8PM, there will be a PAC Board Meeting at the legion
hall. All members are welcome to attend.

F or additional information contact
Ross Miller at:
speedwellgarageb7i@gmail.com
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Mid-Atlantic Packards & Packards Virginia
25" Annual All PACKARD INDOOR SWAP MEET & CAR SHOW
MAY 8 & 9, 2020

The 2020 ALL PACKARD Gathering will be held at the Francis Scott Key American Legion

Post, 1450 Taney Avenue, Frederick, Maryland 21702. The swap meet hall is climate con-

trolled.

Our host hotel is “Best Western Historic Frederick”, see hotel reservation information below.
Vendor Registration

Name

Address

City State Zip

Email Phone Mobile

Swap Meet Spaces: previous years $60 each, now only $40

Vending Space - indoor size 10’ x 8’ deep HowMany?  @$%$40 each

=%

Vending Space — l outdoor parking space
How Many? ___ (@%30each=

S

Tables, size 30 inches x 8 feet How Many? @$10 each=$%

Chairs How Many? @$%$3 each =$

NOTE: Late registration, at the door, add $10 to the normal costs above

Please make your check made payable to: “Mid-Atlantic Packards”
Please mail this form with your payment to: Packards Virginia — P.O. Box 4012
Falls Church, VA 22044-0012

Load in time: Thursday, May 7™ until 5 pm.
Flea Market & Car Show: open to the public Friday 8 am to 5 pm & Saturday 8 am to 1 pm
Tear down time: Sat. afternoon. NOTE — ALL VENDORS MUST BE OUT BY SATURDAY
NIGHT
Dinner reservations will be determined daily,

Thursday - Gladchuk Bros Restaurant at 6 pm

Friday - Dutch’s Daughter at 5:30 pm

Make your hotel reservations directly with “Best Western Historic Frederick” 301-695-6200

420 Prospect Blvd. Frederick, MD 21701. Mention “The Packard Club” to receive the special
rate of $89.00 per dbl. or king plus tax, Breakfast is included. Reservation deadline is April
10™.

Any questions call or email Ross Miller 410-357-4561, speedwellgarage57@gmail.com
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2020
Antique
Automobile Show

o The show is Qe ' r ved git estored

antigue ou !5 qiid uid%r._‘.'}lmel rods and modi-
fied vehicles The Fredericksburg Region re-
serves the rigQe refuse entry fo any vehicles not preserved in
the interast arine hobby.

« Membership in the AACA is NOT required to show vehicles.

« First 175 cors ragisterad ond on the field will receive o Meet
Plogue.

& No refonds will be issved.

* Mo For Sale signs in the show areo.
o Troiler Parking will be provider

* A fully charged and UL approved fire extinguisher is
mandatory ond must be deorly disployed in order to
odmit vehicles fo the show aren.

« Judging and & wards:

» Vehicles musi be driven on the field by 11-00 AW in order to
be judged ond remain unfil 3PM. Cor and owner must be
F'rﬂesent to receive awards. Lwords will be given oui of 3

« Judges meefing 11:30 AM of Show Central

1st, 2nd ond Jrd place trophies will be aworded in each dass.

Trophies will be awarded for best GM, Ford, Chrysler ond
Independent cars.

Chief Judge’s decisions on the owards are final.

& Trunks must be opened and hoods must be roised.

» Convertible tops must be vp and window glass must
be roised.

Packards Virginia
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Production Cars
Production Cars
Production Cars
Production Cars
Production Cars
Production Cars
Production Cars
Production Cors

1. Production Cars

1?

2. Thunderbirds
13.
4.
15.
i6.
17.
18.
19.

Mustongs

Corveftes
Commercial ' ehicles
Motorcycles Scooters
fritish Cars
Mercedes-fenz
(ther Foreign Mokes
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1946-195

1954-1936
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1957-1961
1962-1964
1965-1967

1948
1971
1940
1955
1944
1953
thru
thru
thru
thru
thru

1970
1979
1995
1957
1995
1995
1995
1995
1993
1595
1995

Mew this Year: Kids' Pedal Cor Display (Coll Show Choirman for Detoils)

2020 - Show Activities

Soturday Foshion Presentafion: We encourage you fo come to our

show dressed in ottire oppropriate fo the vintage of your cor. A fash-
ion disploy / show with speciol recognition of oll participonts will toke
place during our frophy oward ceremony at 3 p.m. For odditional

information please call the Meet Chairman.
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Fredericksburg car show entry forms

Show Entry Form

Moke Poyment to:
Historic Fredericksburg Region AACA_ Inc. by 420 /2020

Return Show Registration to:
J. Gordon Brown, &105 Potrician Ci.
Fredericksburg, WA 22407

Class Make Medel ear Body Style EEE

ALL PRE-REGISTEREL

w dont
ir part to

Packards Virginia
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)

Email address

]

Sagnature

* All registrants mus? sign this registration form.  Sig atune waives
any kabdity of the Hestonc Fredencksburg Region. &) LA, Inc. . the
Caty of Fredencksburg and any assodiated organizabions for any
injury 1o you, your party, of damage %o of koss of property while
engaged in or traveling from the event

DIRECT QUESTIONS TO:
d. Gorden Brown—Meet Chairman
(703) 725-7948
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National Meet at Rohnert Park, California
June 28-July 4, 2020

Host Hotel Information:

DoubleTree by Hilton Sonoma Wine Country

1 DoubleTree Drive

Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Call 707-584-5466

Mention: Packard Meet 2020 for room rate of $176/night.

Reserve on line: https://tinvurl.com/PackardMeet2020

Arriving: Fly into San Francisco (SFO), Oakland (OAK), Sacramento (SMF) or Santa
Rosa (STS)Airport.

Shuttle service from SFO and OAK is available. More information coming on Shuttle
service.

Schedule of Events

Sunday: Early Bird Events
Monday:  Napa Valley Drive Tour
Tuesday:  San Francisco Sightseeing
Wednesday: Sonoma Valley Drive Tour
Thursday: National Judging Day
Friday: Pacific Coast Drive Tour
All Week:  Giant Swap Meet

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE....
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Concerned about the virus? So are we.

The 2020 National Meet has been in preparation for years and until we know more, the meet planning committee
is continuing to plan for what will be a very special event. We will be monitoring the situation over the next couple of
months and if circumstances force us to cancel the meet due to health and safety concerns, all registrants will receive
full refunds. Some events have limited availability so if you wish to register, go ahead and do so without the fear of losing
your registration money.

Flight Information

Arriving Fly into San Francisco (SF0), Oakland (OAK), Sacramento
(SMF) or Santa Rosa (STS) Airport.

Shuttle service from SFO and OAK is available. More information coming on Shuttle
service.

2020 Packard National Meet Frequently
Asked Questions

Where is Rohnert Park?
Located about 1 hour north of San Francisco or Oakland.

What are the meal descriptions at the final banquet?
Chicken: toasted pecan crusted organic chicken breast with apricot glaze

Beef: Grilled New York strip with brandy mushroom demi

Fish: Grilled swordfish with smoked paprika buerre blanc

Vegan/Vegetarian: Sesame soy tofu stir fry with ginger, scallion & spinach over
brown rice Salad and Desert too.

Is the hotel "pet friendly?"
Yes, the hotel is pet friendly.

Is the hotel smoke free?
Yes, the hotel is totally non-smoking.
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Where do | park my Packard?
We will have a designated area of the hotel parking lot which is for Packard Parking Only. We

will have volunteers from the club out with the cars from 11pm -6am keeping an eye on them.

What happens at the Monday Welcome Reception?
Come mix and mingle with your fellow Packard enthusiasts at the BBQ-themed dinner recep-

tion that kicks off our National Meet consisting of the following:
Spring mixed salad, potato salad, corn cobettes (1/2 ear), baked Mac and Cheese, Chicken,
Pork Ribs, fresh cornbread with whipped honey butter, strawberry shortcake, no-host bar.

What Airports are near Rohnert Park?
San Francisco (SFO) approximately 61 miles.

Oakland (OAK) approximately 61 miles.
Sacramento (SMF) approximately 93 miles.

Is there a shuttle from the airports to the DoubleTree Hotel?
Yes, Airport Express Incorporated. Visit their website: www.airportexpressinc.com or call them

at 707-837-8700. More than 10 shuttles scheduled daily from both SFO and OAK. Published
price in February 2020 is $38 per adult.

Is it possible to take the train to Rohnert Park?

Our research has shown that you'd take a train to the Martinez station and a bus from Mar-
tinez to Rohnert Park. The bus stop in Rohnert is at:

Sonoma County Transit bus stop in front of Chipotle Restaurant.

6335 Commerce Blvd

Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Can | go on the Monday tour without signing up for the Castillo de Amorosa?

You are welcome to participate on the driving tour, and you are welcome to stop at the Cas-
tillo de Amorosa, but without a ticket you won't be able to join us for the pre-arranged tour of
the castle and the exclusive wine tasting. In addition to the Castillo de Amorosa winery there
are many other world-class wineries which line the route of the Monday drive tour. You are
welcome to visit as many, or as few, wineries as you would like.

Where can | find the judging classes?
December 2019 CNB or January 2020 CNB or packardclub.org, scroll down to "judging."

What are the hours for the swap meet?
7am — 6 pm. Monday — Thursday; 7am — noon. Friday
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Can | park my trailer at the hotel?

The hotel does not allow any trailers to be parked in the hotel parking lot. We have arranged
for offsite, secure parking for trailers about one mile from the hotel. Please contact Tom
Beidleman (925-719-0152, tmbeidelman@earthlink.net) and he will ensure that you have
parking for your trailer.

Is the Meet Shirt a t-shirt or a Polo shirt?
Polo shirt. Please specify men's or women's shirt.

What options do | have for breakfast, lunch and dinner if | don't want to eat at the hotel?
The Meet Book includes a list of moderately priced restaurants and coffee shops that are lo-
cated near the hotel.

Where are gas stations?
This will be listed in the Meet Booklet.

Where is coffee?
This will be listed in the Meet Booklet.

Where are the auto parts stores?
This will be listed in the Meet Booklet.

Where is a tire repair store?
This will be listed in the Meet Booklet.

Who could receive my car if | shipped it early?
Call the meet Chair Jeff Mihaly (510-501-0415) who can help coordinate a drop-off place and

someone to receive it. Cars will be stored in the private yard of a local member. Make sure
that your cover is in the trunk.

If I have items | wish to sell at the meet, where can | ship it to?

Ron Carpenter
20 Los Ranchitos
Alamo, CA 94507
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Thinking ahead to PAC Wisconsin in 2021...

PROPOSED WISCONSIN PACKARD CLUB 2021 PAC NATIONAL SCHEDULE:
THE WEEK AT A GLANCE:

Sunday, June 13, 2021

EVENING: Tailgate cookout — Host Hotel

Milwaukee brats, burgers, fixings, cheese curds, and
frozen custard for dessert.

Sheraton Milwaukee Brookfield Hotel

Monday, June 14, 2021
DAY: Bus trip to Experimental Aircraft Association “One of the most extensive aviation attractions in
the world” including vintage, historical, and modern planes, virtual cockpit tours, lunch.

NIGHT: Dinner on your own.

Tuesday, June 15, 2021

DAY: Self-driving tour with stops at the Wisconsin Automotive Museum in Hartford, Widmer’s
Cheese

Factory in Theresa, and the Holy Hill Basilica in Hubertus. Lunch on your own.

NIGHT: Dinner on your own.

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

DAY: Meetings of Judges; PAC Board; Membership; Directors’ Lunch; Editors; Roster Keepers;
PMCF Board. Relax or enjoy self-driven trips in-between meetings (Harley Davidson Museum, Dis-
coveryWorld, Milwaukee Art Museum, Chudnow Museum, Zoo etc.).
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Wednesday, June 16, 2021 continued

Lunch on your own.

NIGHT: Vintage fashion and talent show at night at host hotel.
Presentation/lecture to follow?

Dinner on your own.

Thursday, June 17, 2021

DAY: Show at Brookfield municipal green space (5-mile route from hotel). Bad weather alternate:
host hotel parking lot.

NIGHT: Bus trip for Dinner to the Prestash’s “BBQ and Blues Night,” with

live music and viewing of three private car collections.

Friday, June 18, 2021

DAY: Bus trip to Lake Geneva - board the Grand Belle, an enclosed, climate controlled replica turn-
of-the-century steamer, for a 2 - 1/4 hour guided boat tour of the mansions that make up the
“‘Newport of the West.” Includes lunch.

NIGHT: Awards dinner at night at the host hotel.

Saturday, June 19, 2021
MORNING: Farewell Breakfast at the host hotel.
Visitors’ information provided for those wishing to arrive early or stay the weekend (Wisconsin Dells,

Door County, House on the Rock, etc.)
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Cars for sale

Packard Cars for sale

From
Bob Powell
Contact Bob at
riplkp@comcast.net

1955 400
31,000 miles

$22,500

$12,500

new tires, original interior; one repaint

1956 Patrician

Original interior; partial repaint

Packards Virginia
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1936 Packard 120

FOR SALE 1936 Packard 120B Sedan: Original condition. Lots of recent improvements in-
cluding wide whites, electric fuel pump, rebuilt carb, new wiring harness. Ready for next phase of a
distinguished career that includes several 30’s movies. Reluctantly, after 35 years, | find that | am
unable to spend enough time to justify keeping her going, so looking for a new home. No reasona-
ble offer refused. Transportation included (703) 370-7281 mccarthy3912@aol.com (Alexandria,

Va.)
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COUNTRY OF MANUFACTURE FOR
AUTOMOBILES &aior

Reprinted from Niagara Packards

Sometime when you are cleaning your windshield and look through the newly cleaned glass, you may notice
the 17-digit code that is unique to your vehicle. Below is a breakdown of the digits. In 1954 and before, au-
tomakers were using a vehicle identification number (VIN) for each vehicle they produced but there was no
standard format and VINs varied considerably between manufacturers. Under standards set by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), every car and light truck model year 1981 or later has a
unique 17-digit VIN in a fixed format.

Why was this standardization necessary? It was done to ensure that no car was ever mistaken for another.
The 17 digits in a car’s VIN reveal specific information, including the vehicle’s year, make, model, country of
origin, assembly plant and more, as below.

Value Icountry
Linited States
Canada
Meaxico

Japan

Koraa

LUK

France, Spain
Switzerland
Eermany
Sweden/Finland
Italy

—
s
h

M-S 0 J

Vehicle
Region/Maker GVWR

Country Model  Engine Year
Sequential Number

| Position THGCM82633A004352 |

WM L'
D5 checkpigt  V®

Plant

World Manufacturer identifier
Wehick kdentification — first character is the model
Wehicle Desoription — dentifees attributes | | yeas code, the second is the plant cade, and the last
such a5 model. body fyle, angine, i sin are the weguential producton num bes

Country of Origin — First digit above (1). There are further classifications i.e. 1A Year of Manufac-
ture — Runs consecutively A —Z (No | or O) (2018 — J, 2019 — K, etc.)
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TECHNICAL UPDATE
POT METAL—OH, NO!
BY BOB MCCOY
Reprinted from the PIOUS PELICAN

Early pot metal can be a real problem and difficult to get right. Starting with a bad part can lead to a
lot of money and poor results.

Pot metal fails over time the older it gets, especially if it is kept in less than ideal storage conditions.
Why? Pot metal is a zinc die casting material often believed to be melted in a “pot” and poured into a mold,
however it really is more complicated than that. In the 1920’s, there were no standards for zinc materials,
and trace amounts of impurities like lead, cadmium, and iron got into the zinc resulting in porous metal.

Here’s the good news: After 1935, there were better standards for the metal and parts improved. So,
what are the stages of a bad part?

The first stage of failure is swelling and warping: knobs don’t rotate, pieces don’t fit together perfect-
ly, etc. The second stage is noticeable as plating chips and parts crack or even break. If this is the case with a
part that you have, my advice is to look for a replacement in better condition or a reproduction. Trying to
repair your part will only be throwing good money away. Parts showing the first stages can often successful-
ly be plated and seem to hold up well. | have door handles on my 1926 Buick which have been re-plated for
20 years with no problems. On the other hand, parts in the more advanced stages of failure may show bub-
bles under re-plating in as little as a week. This is because of the porous nature of the metal after being
soaked in a chemical tank before the final plating metal is applied.

If you have no alternative but to continue using your failing part, try using well-know plater but be
aware that you may end up with mixed results.

So, what can you do? Your best bet is to find a better part that was maybe made at a different plant,
manufactured with better metal or stored in good conditions for years The Internet is quite adept at helping
you find that gently used or NOS needle in the haystack. Next, if the problem is common enough, you may
find that he part has been reproduced. Reproduction parts usually work fine, and many are indistinguishable
from the true original. A third alternative is to get the part recast in brass and plated or to get it cast in
stainless steel. Remember that any part recast from your original will be slightly smaller due to shrinkage.

One final comment. Don’t try to save every pot metal part you finds! Let some be thrown away. Im-
purities in pot metal can cause pits, chips and bubbles, but sometimes it can be repaired and re-plated.
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Miscellaneous stuff

Reprinted from
THE BOULEVARD NEWS
Volume 23 Number 2
March/April 2020

A guy in a taxi wanted to speak to the driver, so he leaned for-
ward and tapped him on the shoulder. The driver screamed and
yanked the wheel, jumping the curb and hitting a lamppost. The
startled passenger said, "l didn’t mean to frighten you. | just
wanted to ask you something.” The taxi driver replied, “It’s not
your fault sit. It’s my first day as a cab driver. I've been driving a
hearse for 25 years.”

Stromberg

The name “Stromberg” has gotten a lot of traction as hot
rodding’s most famous carburetor, the 1930's -era EE series
- better known as the “97" - has once again become a hot
commodity. In fact, it's even back in production.

At Goldberg, renamed Stromberg Motor Devices circa 1909.
Stromberg and old friend Carlson brought much needed
capital to the designs of John Goldberg. A large factory was

erected in Chicago and the company’s one-a-day produc-
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tion of carburetors for automobiles, motor boats and aircraft,
was soon increased to one a minute.

Stromberg’s carburetor operation would prove just as
successful as his telephone and time-clock efforts. The car-
buretor company was purchased by Bendix Aviation in
1929, shortly after the death of Carlson. Stromberg himself
died in 1913, one day short of his 52" birthday. The original
Stromberg carburetor company would produce its last units
for US consumption in 1974, but the name and the famous
97 design live on with the revived Stromberg Carburetor
company of Suffolk, England.

On another note:
When the Bell telephone patents expired in 1893-94, Stromberg and

another Swedish ex-Bell employee named Andrew Carlson joined together
to form the firm of Stromberg-Carlson, producing telephones for
companies outside of the Bell System. One of the biggest customers of
Stromberg-Carlson was the Rochester, NY, telephone company and in
1905 a group of Rochester investors purchased the concern, leaving
Stromberg & Carlson wealthy men. They would later expand into radio and

photograph production, including car radios.
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CAR CENTER

OF FREDERICKSBURG, INC.

* Restorations » Storage
s Service » Sales

BiLL GRANT
Shop Manager

3591 Lee Hill Drive
Fredericksburg, VA 22408

Phone: (540) 370-4474
Toll-free: (888) 370-4474

{email) info@classiccarcenter.net
www.classiccarcenter.net

About Us

The Classic Car Center is owned, operated and staffed by individuals who both love and drive col-
lector, classic and antique cars and motorcycles. They share with our customers the passion for
having a well-cared-for vehicle that looks and runs as intended when first built. Our business phi-
losophy is that the proper care for the vehicles entrusted to us—whether for storage, service or
sale—is paramount, whether the car is of Pebble Beach quality, a weekend-show vehicle or a daily
driver. We couple that care with service expertise, timely delivery and reasonable rates in an envi-
ronment where we always take the time to fully interact with our customers to better understand
their needs and expectations.

Our shop manager, Bill Grant, has been servicing and repairing classic cars for over 20 years. He
blends the expertise that he brings to our shop with the understanding he developed as a
successful driver on the sports car racing circuit. His mantra is that no job leaves our shop

without it meeting both his highest professional standards as well as our customer’s

expectations. Each member of his staff shares the same allegiance to that set of standards.
Please stop by to see our facility, meet our staff and enjoy—along with us—the many fine vehicles

that are in our care. And please bring by your classic so we might enjoy that as well.
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* Restorations

* Storage
* Service
OF FREDERICKSBURG, INC. ° Sales
3591 Lee Hill Drive Phone: (540) 370-4474
Fredericksburg, VA 22408 Fax: (540) 374-9371

(email) info(@classiccarcenter.net
www.classiccarcenter.net

Join us on the Last
Saturday of each month

April through October
8:00-10:00AM

April 25, May 30, June 27, July 25,
August 29, September 26 & October 31

In our parking lot at:

CAR CENTER

OF FREDERICKSBURG, INC.

3591 Lee Hill Drive ¢ Fredericksburg, VA 22408
(540) 370-4474 « www.classiccarcenter.net

Storage ¢ Service * Sales * Restorations
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NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
APRIL SWAP MEET/CAR CORRAL

As all of us attempt to understand and react to the chal-
lenges of the Coronavirus (COVID-19), the agreed-upon
watchword is: caution, particularly in public gather-

ings. As of this writing, the Governor of Virginia has
banned gatherings of more than 10 people while the Cen-
ters for Disease Control (CDC) is also recommending a
10-person limit.

Previously scheduled for Saturday, April 18, 2020, the
attendance at our annual Swap Meet and Car Corral
has traditionally attracted more than 1,000 car enthusi-
asts. While events will dictate whether a re-scheduling is
possible, right now our conclusion is that the April gather-

ing must be—and is—cancelled.

For now the Classic Car Center’s hours of operation
will remain as they have been: Monday-Friday from
9AM-5PM and Saturdays from 10AM to 4PM. We en-
courage you to schedule a time to bring your vehicles in
for sale, service and/or repairs by calling 540-370-

4474, Our staff will continue to provide the high level of
courtesy and expertise which you have come to expect of
us while maintaining your safety by controlling the num-
ber of people here at any one time.
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PAC Region Websites

Arl(-La-Tex Pacl(arcls. www.arklatexpackards.com

Blue Ridge Packards www.blueridgepackards.org
Club Packard Iberica www.Packardclub.es

Earle C. Anthony, Packard Motor Car Club https:/ /www.ecapackard.com
Florida Packard Club http://clubs.hemmings.com/floridapackardclub/

Intermountain Packards www.angelfire.com/ id/ 1pac

Keystone Packards www.keystonepacl{ards.org

Lone Star packards www.lonestarpackards.com/

Mid Atlantic Packards www.midatlanticpackards.org

Mississippi Valley Packards www.mvphelm.org

Niagara Packards www.pocketprompter.com/np

Nordic Packard Owners Club www.npoc.nu

North Atlantic Packards www.napackards.org

Packard Automobile Club of Australia www.packardaustralia.com

Packard Automobile Club of Great Britain http://home.clara.net/andrewb/
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PAC Region Websites

Packard Automobielclub Nederland www.spcn.nl
Packard club of India packardclubofindia@gmail.com
Packard Truck Organization www.packardclub.org/html/Packard Truck Org

Packards of Chicagoland www.chicagopackard.org/

Packards Virginia www.packardsva.org

San Diego http://www.packardclubsandiego.org

Silver Circle Packards http://webpages.charter.net/scpackard/

Wisconsin Packard Club http://wiscPackards.100webcustomers.com
The Packard Club Www.packardclub.org

Packard Parts & Service

Kanter Auto www.kanter.com/ packarcl/

Max Merritt Auto  www.maxmerrittauto.com

Dwight Heinmuller www.packardparts.org

TUSCOI‘I pacl{ard www.packardpartsonline.com
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www.packardsva.org

%\’; Packards Virginia dues are payable on January 1 annually.
¢ Membership in Packard Automobile Classics is a require-
ment for joining our region. www.packardclub.org.

Our dues are $5 for email delivery of your newsletter.

Please make your check payable to
Packards Virginia

and mail to:

Packards Virginia,
P.O. Box 4012,
Falls Church, VA. 22044

Your prompt attention to this payment is most appreciated.
Thank you.

irginia
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Packards Virginia
P.O. Box 4012
Falls Church Va., 22044

Membership Application/Renewal

Membership requirements: Active membership in The Packard Club (www.packardclub.org) is the
only prerequisite for joining Packards Virginia. Regional dues are $5 annually.

Make your check payable to Packards Virginia and mail to: Packards Virginia, P.O. Box 4012, Falls
Church, Va., 22044 Renewals are due on January 1 of each year.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Email: Phone:

The Packard Club Membership Number:

Packards owned:

1. Year Model Body Type
2. Year Model Body Type
3. Year Model Body Type
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From the Detroit Public Library

National Automotive History Collection

Packard Co. file photograph of eight 1937 Packard nine-tenths left side view. Inscribed on photo back: "Packard
twelve, fifteenth series, model 1507, 12-cylinder, 175-horsepower, 139.25-inch wheelbase, 5/7-person all weather
cabriolet."

All vintage pictures in the Packard Virginian are from the
Detroit Public Library

National Automotive History Collection
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