
1 

 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 

Sunday, September 14, 2025 CLC 8am & 10am 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW 533) 

The time of gathering song may be brief or extended, and may include 

one or more of the following: hymns, psalms; a Kyrie; a canticle of 

praise. 

1 Open now thy gates of beauty, 

Zion, let me enter there, 

where my soul in joyful duty 

waits for God who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, 

filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

2 Gracious God, I come before thee; 

come thou also unto me; 

where we find thee and adore thee, 

there a heav'n on earth must be. 

To my heart, oh, enter thou, 

let it be thy temple now! 

 

3 Here thy praise is gladly chanted, 

here thy seed is duly sown; 

let my soul, where it is planted, 

bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

so that all I hear may be 

fruitful unto life in me. 
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4 Thou my faith increase and quicken, 

let me keep thy gift divine; 

howsoe'er temptations thicken, 

may thy word still o'er me shine 

as my guiding star through life, 

as my comfort in all strife. 

 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, 

let thy will be done indeed; 

may I undisturbed draw near thee 

while thou dost thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; 

here is balm for all our woes. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 



5 

 

 
Reprinted under One License #725244-A 



6 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 

yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving 

care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all 

things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a 

golden calf to worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator 

between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the 

Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. 

A reading from Exodus. 
 

7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you 

brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have 

been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have 

cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and 

sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you 

up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen 

this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone so that my 

wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I 

will make a great nation.” 

  11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why 

does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of 
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the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why 

should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them 

out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of 

the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not 

bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 

your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, 

‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this 

land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall 

inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster 

that he planned to bring on his people. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 51:1-10 

 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3 For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your 

judgment.  

 5 Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 9 Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 
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 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because 

they contain advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here 

the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as 

evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the 

grace of God. 

A reading from 1 Timothy. 
 

12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 

because he considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 
13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 

violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 

unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full 

acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 

whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so 

that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 

patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for 

eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, 

be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 

 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10 

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost 

being found and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find 

sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings 

joy in heaven. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 

[Jesus.] 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 

“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred 

sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when 

he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he 

comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, 

there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, 

does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she 

finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and 

neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 

lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 

God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Loves Me! (ELW 595) 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

1 Jesus loves me! this I know, 

for the Bible tells me so; 

little ones to him belong, 

they are weak, but he is strong. 

 

Refrain 

Yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

yes, Jesus loves me, 

the Bible tells me so. 

 

2 Jesus loves me! he who died 

heaven's gates to open wide; 

he will wash away my sin, 

let his little child come in. Refrain 

 

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay 

close beside me all the way; 

when at last I come to die, 

he will take me home on high. Refrain 
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APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF HEALING 

Liturgy of Healing 

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar 

words.  

Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing 

and wholeness in the name of the triune God.  

Those who wish to receive laying on of hands and anointing approach. 

The minister lays both hands on each person's head and blesses them. 

The minister may also anoint the person's forehead with oil, making the 

sign of the cross.  

Name ___________________, in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the 

healing power of the Spirit. Amen.  
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Receive this oil as a sign of forgiveness and healing in Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands, and the 

presiding minister continues.  

Let us pray. Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, 

grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. When they 

are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when 

dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure them of the support of 

your holy people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the 

times when we have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your 

gospel of love. Empower us to live as a community of mercy. E ka 

Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and 

harmed this earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for 

all you have made, and grant us wisdom and strength to take action 

toward restoring your creation to its fullness. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. 

Instruct them to make just decisions that serve the common good. Make 

them instruments of your mercy in the world, working to heal divisions 

and promote peace. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 
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Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and 

peace to those who are sick, grieving, or in pain, especially all those 

whom we name in our hearts and whose names we now speak aloud .... 

Give us compassionate hearts to accompany those who are hurting and 

courage to work for justice and mercy. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. 

Supply us with humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one 

another and generosity to extend mercy when we have been wronged. E 

ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Birthdays: Otto, Ritter & Leif  Baptisms: Meadow 
 

Church: Lihue Lutheran Church, Pastor David Hendrickson 

 

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. 

Console those who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. E ka 

Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE AND ALOHA 

Aloha nui e ‘oukou.  

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku  

e mau ana me ‘oukou  

apau loa.  

Friends and neighbors, sisters and brothers, the peace of Christ be with 

you always.  

And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 

of those in need. Mahalo nui loa to everyone for your offerings.  

You may drop your offering in the wooden plates on the way in or out of 

worship. You can also send checks via USPS mail or go to our 

“Donate” button at www.clcmililani.org and make your offering via 

Tithe.ly.  Mahalo to Thrivent members making offerings via Simply 

Giving. 

 

OFFERING SONG 
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

As the table is prepared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.  

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

A brief silence 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open 

your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may 

come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152) 
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The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are you, Great Lover of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him and his cruciform way of life 

should not perish, 

but taste here and now of your eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus, whom we 

acclaim as the Crucified Christ. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

          And the heart of our community of faith, 

that we may receive our Lord Jesus with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

E komo mai, e kipa mai. 

Come, all is ready. You are welcome. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG - THE QUEEN'S PRAYER 

O kou aloha no A ia I ka lani  

A o kou oia io He hemolele hoi. Amene. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

As the table is cleared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.  

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

A brief silence 

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the 

body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in 

need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSINGS 

Go with God, behind and before you,  

With Christ's cross ☩ on your forehead,  

and  

The gentle breath of the Holy Spirit to keep you in faith.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543) 

1 "Go, my children, with my blessing, 

never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, 

you are my own. 

In my love's baptismal river 

I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing, 

you are my own." 
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2 "Go, my children, sins forgiven, 

at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, 

what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son's story, 

here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, 

at peace and pure." 

 

3 "Go, my children, fed and nourished, 

closer to me. 

Grow in love and love by serving, 

joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit's power filled you, 

here my tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, 

joyful and free." 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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