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Room for One More?



Older Major Trauma has a similar injury severity and

distribution of injury to younger people, however :

1.People are less likely to be transferred 

to specialist care

2.They have longer times to intervention 

and investigation

3.They will have less involvement of 

senior medical staff

TARN England & Wales – Major Trauma in Older People (2017)
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Midlands Silver Trauma Group  2017– Trauma Team Activations For Age and ISS Distribution



Implications?



Data from Steve Littleson, Midlands’ Tri-Networks Data Analyst

Consultant < 5mins 

ISS 15

MTC 1

MTC 2

MTC 3

↓ £729,000

↓ £637,500

↓ £906,000



Solution?



All Older People with Falls 

and Injury go to an MTC?



PRE-HOSPITAL TRAINING

ED TRIAGE

TRIAGE SYSTEM





Emerg Med J 2016; 33(6): 381-5

Older Patients with 

traumatic brain injury 

present with a higher GCS 

score than younger 

patients for a given 

severity of injury

Kehoe A, Smith JE, Boumara O et al

GCS



J Trauma 2010; 69(4): 813-20

Normal presenting vital signs are 

unreliable in geriatric blunt trauma 

victims
Heffernan DS, Thakkar RK, Monaghan SF

Scand J Trauma Resus Emerg Med 2013; 21: 7

A retrospective analysis of geriatric 

trauma patients: venous lactate is 

a better predictor of mortality than 

traditional vital signs
Salottolo KM, Mains CW, Offner PJ
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Limitations

• Reliant on pre-hospital teams calling 
the trauma desk and not just applying 
the existing tool

• Initial recognition of trauma in older 
people – injury vs. illness

• Acceptance of alerts by overcrowded 
EDs



“Pre-hospital triage status is not recorded in many older 

patients, possibly because pre-hospital providers do not 

always consider major trauma as a potential diagnosis”

TARN, Major Trauma in Older People 2017



Next Steps.....

• Review impact

• Training......
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