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WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER) 
 MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY  
  
 MINUTES 

  July 16, 2014  
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River) 
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting was held at the Authority’s 
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman    Donald Niece      Absent (entered at 7:33)  
Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman 
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary         
Robert Piazza, Treasurer 
Sidney Deutsch 
Drew Kiszonak      
Everdina O’Connor 
Philip Rosenberg 
 
Also, in attendance were:  
 
Charles L. Houck, Authority Chief Financial Officer ; Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority Legal 
Counsel; Stephen Donati, P.E.., Authority Engineer; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant; and 
Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.  
 
Chairman Chamberlain led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and then read the Introductory 
Statement.       
 
MINUTES 
 
Mr. Scott moved and Ms. O’Connor seconded to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2014 
regular meeting, as presented.  The motion passed.  Roll call was as follows: 
 
Mr. Deutsch  Abstain  Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Yes   Mr. Rosenberg  Yes  
Ms. Napolitani Abstain  Mr. Scott   Yes 
Mr. Niece  Absent   Chairman Chamberlain Yes 
Ms. O’Connor  Yes 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence listed below.  Mr. Niece entered the meeting. 



 
WCMUA minutes                                                        2       July 16, 2014

1. A letter dated June 10, 2014, from Mr. Sterbenz, P.E., P.P., White Township Engineer, to 
Ms. Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant, requesting a resolution from the Authority in 
support of White’s request to amend their WQMP to include Block 21, Lot 7.03: LaTorre 
Plaza (Trinacria, LLC). 

 
2. A letter dated June 10, 2014, from Mr. Nallamothu, Project Engineer, Tomar 

Construction Services, to Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CP Engineers, following up on a 
previous letter about weather related delays. 
 

3. A letter dated June 17, 2014, from Mr. Chebra, P.E., Assistant Director, Municipal 
Finance & Construction Element, Division of Water Quality, NJDEP, to Mr. Wasser, 
Licensed Operator, approving Payment Requisition No. 1 for the Oxford WWTF 
Upgrade. 
 

4. A letter dated June 20, 2014, from Mr. Zimmer, Executive Director, NJEIT to Ms. Deyo, 
US Bank Corporate Trust Services submitting the NJEIT loan disbursement #1 for the 
Oxford WWTF Upgrade. 
 

5. A letter dated June 23, 2014, from Ms. Gosselink, Division of Coastal & Land Use 
Planning, NJDEP, to Mr. Sterbenz, White Township Engineer, in response to 
correspondence #1. 
 

6. A letter dated June 25, 2014, from Mr. Chebra, P.E., Assistant Director, Municipal 
Finance & Construction Element, Division of Water Quality, NJDEP, to Mr. Wasser, 
Licensed Operator, approving Payment Requisition No. 2 for the Oxford WWTF 
Upgrade. 
 

7. A letter dated June 25, 2014, from Mr. Mikulka, C.P.M., Senior Project Manager, CP 
Engineers, to the Delaware River Basin Commission, submitting the docket renewal 
application for the Belvidere WWTF. 
 

8. A letter dated June 27, 2014, from Mr. Zimmer, Executive Director, NJEIT to Ms. Deyo, 
US Bank Corporate Trust Services submitting the NJEIT loan disbursement #2 for the 
Oxford WWTF Upgrade. 
 

9. A letter dated June 30, 2014, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CPE to Mr. Wauhop, Authority 
Consultant enclosing a copy of Progress Payment Application No. 2, submitted by 
DeMaio Electric Company for Contract No. 13-02: Axford Avenue Pump Station Rehab. 
 

10. A letter dated July 2, 2014, from Mr. Sauder, Project Manager/Sr. Environmental 
Specialist, CP Engineers, to Mr. Sobhan, Project Engineer, Tomar Construction Services 
in response to correspondence #2. 
 

11. A letter dated July 3, 2014, from Mr. Mikulka, C.P.M., Senior Project Manager, CPE, to 
Mr. Paull, Chief, Northern Bureau of Water Compliance & Enforcement, NJDEP, 
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enclosing supplemental information to our previous Force Majeure request of 2/27/14 in 
connection with the Oxford WWTF Upgrade. 
 

12. A letter dated July 3, 2014, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CPE to Mr. Wauhop, Authority 
Consultant enclosing a copy of Progress Payment Application No. 6, submitted by Tomar 
Construction Services for Contract No. 12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade. 
 

13. A letter dated July 9, 2014, from Mr. Mikulka, C.P.M., Senior Project Manager, CPE, to 
Mr. Paull, Chief, Northern Bureau of Water Compliance & Enforcement, NJDEP, 
submitting Quarterly Progress Report #1, per the Administrative Consent Order for the 
Oxford WWTF. 

 
CFO’S REPORT 
 
Copies of the monthly financial report prepared by Mr. Houck were distributed prior to the 
meeting.  Page one of the report shows the funds held by TD Wealth Management.  They are 
holding funds in escrow for the 2003 Series Bonds, which have a call date of August 1, 2014.  
Those funds should be disbursed by the end of September.     
 
Mr. Houck explained that he is attempting to have TD Bank relieved of the responsibility of 
being the Loan Servicer for the NJEIT 2002 & 2003 loans, and have us take over the 
responsibility.  This will save the Authority over $8,000 in annual fees. 
  
The year-to-date figure for Debt Service does not include the retirement of the bonds.   
 
Retirement of the bonds will necessitate amending our FY2014 budget by the end of the year.  
Mr. Houck is waiting for Bond Counsel to submit the bill for the advertisement, notifying the 
bondholders that we are calling in and retiring the bonds.  Once he has this information, he will 
submit a proposed budget amendment for board approval. 
 
Mr. Houck stated it is that time of year to begin preparing the budget for the next fiscal year, and 
asked the commissioners if they would like him to proceed as we have in the past.  The 
consensus of the Board was in the affirmative.   
 
Mr. Houck left the meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At approximately 7:37 p.m., Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #14-29 to enter into executive 
session to discuss contractual matters.  Mr. Kiszonak seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
  
At approximated 8:08 p.m., Mr. Rosenberg moved and Mr. Scott seconded to return to open 
session.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 
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Mr. Scott moved to have Mr. Tipton send a letter to Tomar Constructions Services, spelling out 
where we are in the process and what may happen going forward.  Mr. Kiszonak seconded.  All 
in favor, motion carried.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to Tomar’s surety company.   
 
Chairman Chamberlain presented a resolution authorizing the award of a non-fair and open 
contract for professional consulting services to Billy Wauhop & Associates. 
 
Mr. Rosenberg moved to adopt Resolution #14-30, authorizing the award of a non-fair and open 
contract for professional consulting services to Billy Wauhop & Associates, LLC for $75,000.  
The term of the contract is from August 15, 2014 to August 14, 2015.  Ms. O’Connor seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
Sewer Extensions:  A request was received from Maser Consulting (corr. #1) for consent of a 
Wastewater Management Plan Amendment for the LaTorre Plaza.  Mr. Donati stated it was a 
good application and he could see no problem with it; projected wastewater is 5,000 GPD.  The 
“plaza” will consist of approximately 29,000 square feet of retail space and a 60-seat restaurant.  
Mr. Donati prepared a resolution for the Board’s consideration.   
 
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #14-31; consenting to the proposed site-specific Water 
Quality Management (WQM) Plan amendment entitled “La Torre Plaza Commercial 
Development”.  Mr. Rosenberg seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.   
 
Oxford WWTF Upgrade:  Mr. Donati displayed an updated graph of the project’s progress.    
 
Axford Avenue Pump Station Rehab:  The contractor on this project is very good.  Their work 
has been excellent.  Everything is in except for the generator, which is due around July 27.   
 
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT    
 
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting. 
 
A few weeks ago, when a bad storm passed through, three pump stations in Oxford were 
affected; the Axford Avenue Pump Station was not.  The Oxford plant had to be manually 
switched over to the emergency generator.  This situation will be investigated next Tuesday.   
 
Belvidere STP:  Mr. Wauhop displayed pictures of the new control panel installed in the service 
building.  He explained how the panel helps operations in monitoring the plant and outside 
stations.   
     
Oxford Upgrade:  Tomar had to dig down three additional feet below a slab to find a pipe, so 
there will be an upcharge.  The as-built print showed an incorrect depth.           
 
Mr. Wauhop recapped maintenance items performed during the past month at both plants. 
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Sludge Thickening:  Operators at the Belvidere facility have been working through the process 
of trying to pump sludge from the FST back up to the storage tank.  This week, they got one of 
the pumps working and pumped sludge from one of the FSTs back up to the storage tank.  
Further work is needed.        
 
Nature’s Choice:  Mr. Wauhop spoke to them about acceptance of their stormwater run-off and 
how to resolve the UV issue.  There were microscopic granules of organic material present in 
their run-off.   He will discuss this further with Mr. Donati.  
 
Next Tuesday, infrared surveys will be taken of all the MCCs (motor control centers) at both 
plants.  These surveys were offered by the JIF at no cost to the Authority from the company 
performing the surveys.  The only cost to us will be our electrician, who will already be on site 
to look at the VFDs at Belvidere and the transfer switch at Oxford.   
 
Mr. Wauhop updated the commissioners on the progress of the operators obtaining their licenses. 
  
FINANCE (TREASURER) 
 
Mr. Piazza attended the bi-monthly progress meeting last week for the Oxford WWTF Upgrade 
and reiterated statements made earlier by Mr. Wauhop. 
 
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #14-32 (Certificate No. 344: $868,298.50) be approved to pay 
all the bills from the Capital Improvements Fund.  There was a brief discussion about Tomar 
Construction Services.  Mr. Scott seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #14-33 (Certificate No. 336: $77,850.73) be approved to pay 
all bills from the Operating Fund.  Mr. Niece seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on a 
roll call vote.    
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Risk Management Services:  Mr. Rosenberg did not see any purpose in delaying the matter any 
longer.  He moved to appoint Sharon Cooper as our risk manager.   
 
Chairman Chamberlain suggested a resolution be prepared for the August meeting, with a copy 
being sent to Ms. Cooper for her review.  Mr. Rosenberg agreed with Chairman Chamberlain’s 
suggestion.  The insurance committee would also like to remain with the current JIF.  Ms. 
Kaspereen will take care of the resolution.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no new business.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 



 
WCMUA minutes                                                        6       July 16, 2014

There was no public present. 
 
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Scott moved and Ms. 
O’Connor seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  All in favor, motion carried.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:34 p.m. 
 
 
____________________                                                      
Patricia Kaspereen 
Administrative Assistant  


























	Min0714.pdf
	Resolutions 0714.pdf

