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From the Editor by John R. Cochran
Spruce Park residents have much to be thankful for in these uncertain times. There is a sense of
community here, we know our neighbors and our neighborhood is walkable: with open front yards and
mature landscaping. The greenness of our neighborhood reduces stress and cools our homes.
The March edition of the Neighborhood News was ready for print – when the world changed; and caughtup in that change was the closure of our printer. For that reason, some articles prepared in January and
February are only now being printed. Also, Elizabeth Reed deserves a big “thank you” for her editing.

City’s Homeless Shelter and Our Neighborhood
Jail and emergency rooms are often the only options available to the APD when assisting homelessness
people in our community. To greatly improve that assistance, the City plans to use the $14 M of dedicated
bond money to build a “Gateway Center” which will serve as a gateway for the homeless to receive
support from the community. The City identified three possible locations for the Gateway Center,
including one near University Boulevard, adjacent to the UNM Cancer Center.
The City did not contact the Spruce Park Neighborhood Association (SPNA) or the SPN residents for input
on where the shelter would be located. Because of the potential impacts to our neighborhood, the SPNA
invited City officials to a February 24th meeting to discuss the Gateway Center. At that meeting, City
official stated that the City had already made a decision and that the Gateway Center would build on the
UNM location, a short walk from our Neighborhood, if UNM will donate the land to the City. Later, Mayor
Keller held a press conference at the UNM location, making the same commitment.
The Board of the SPNA then held an emergency meeting with residents on March 4th. Many informative
comments were made at the meetings of February 24th and March 4th; including:
The proposed UNM location will be 1/3 of a mile from the edge of the SPN; a short walk
Scaled for 300 beds, the Center will be large, considering there are 330 single-family homes in the SPN
Having the Gateway Center at the UNM location will reduce our quality of life and property values.
At the March 4th meeting, the majority of the SPNA Board members supported the motion to send a letter
of opposition to the UNM Regents and City officials. A minority supported use of the UNM location. The
letter was transmitted. Ultimately, the Regents/UNM decided not to donate the land to the City and the
Gateway Center will not be located near Spruce Park. Unfortunately, this is a clear example of the City not
involving our neighborhood, in a decision that would have dramatically affected our neighborhood.

Takeaway: We cannot depend on the City to protect our interests – we must as a
neighborhood be vigilant. This is especially important, because our neighborhood has
become an island, in a sea of titans with their own interests1.

1

These titans include: City, Presbyterian Hospital, UNM & Maestas Development Group (https://mdgrealestate.com/projects/)
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Why Do So Many Realtors Choose to Live in Spruce Park?
Five working or retired realtors call Spruce Park their home. With roughly 330 single-family homes in our
neighborhood, there should be, statistically1, one realtor living here – but there are five. Why do so many
realtors choose to live and retire to Spruce Park? Read on; as three of our realtors are interviewed:
How long have you lived in Spruce Park?
Jan Davis: 26 years, Joe Szklarz: 20 years, Lisa Parker: 27 years
Why do you choose to live in Spruce Park?
Jan: We moved here from Netherwood Park because we loved the street (Las Lomas) with the eclectic old
homes and street trees. We enjoy being close to UNM, and we love the sense of community here.
Joe: I enjoy living here because of the diverse and custom architecture, the “green belt” with mature trees
and lawns, and the proximity to three hospitals, UNM, the interstate and downtown.
Lisa: I love living in Spruce Park because Spruce Park is a neighborhood of neighbors and friends with a strong
sense of community. The people make this neighborhood special, but it is the beautiful tree lined streets and
interesting historic architecture that make our neighborhood desirable. Additionally, we have easy access to
Nob Hill, three hospitals, downtown and the interstate.

How do property values in Spruce Park compare to those in surrounding neighborhoods?
Joe: The property values, in dollars per square foot of home, are higher here than in any surrounding
neighborhood. This is in part due to the historic feel of the neighborhood – not necessarily because the homes
have historic plaques, but it is the old-style feel, the mid-western feel, that is attractive to buyers.
Lisa: Spruce Park is a special neighborhood and upon entering it people are captivated by the shady tree-lined
streets, interesting vintage architecture along with the charm of the neighborhood. Buyers see and feel this;
they are consequently willing to pay a premium to have it – it is an intrinsic value.

Do you see any storm clouds on the horizon?
Lisa: Spruce Park is a wonderful neighborhood, but vulnerable, and there are several challenges we must
address. I am saddened that more people are not taking advantage of the City’s tree planting program; trees
and green yards are a large part of the ambiance Spruce Park offers. Finally, because of our proximity to UNM
there has been a slow and steady loss of owner-occupied homes affecting the historic character of Spruce Park
and the sense of neighborhood community.
Jan: We worry about the increasing intensity of the land uses around the neighborhood; with houses on
Mulberry being replaced by large buildings and the expansion of UNM. We fought UNM’s plan to build a very
large parking garage at Las Lomas and we were successful. Inside the neighborhood, we see some uses that
are not appropriate in a single-family neighborhood.
Joe: I worry about the continued loss of trees and green yards. The neighborhood should remain intact, with
more intense land uses at the boundaries.

High Property Values = Location + Street Trees + Historic Homes
1

A. Number of real estate brokers and sales agents in US (2018): 470,000 (https://www.bls.gov/ooh/sales/real-estate-brokersand-sales-agents.htm), B. Number people in civilian labor force (2019): 165 M (https://data.bls.gov/timeseries/LNS11000000),
C. Employment to working-age population ratio (2019): 61% (https://data.bls.gov/timeseries/LNS12300000).
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Community Garden, Status and Farewell?
Article and photos by Margaret Ménache
For over a decade, residents of Spruce Park neighborhood have
used the Community Garden to grow their own food - lettuces,
arugula, spinach, tomatoes, peppers, sweet potatoes, blue
potatoes, and state fair-sized giant pumpkins. Growing your own
food is a tangible benefit, and there are many less tangible benefits
of a community garden: the experience of growing what you eat,
and enjoying social and work time together.

The community garden with its
welcoming entrance was a familiar
sight to people walking along Cedar
Street from 2009 until 2018.

The Community Garden has been a point of pride to our
neighborhood, since it was founded in 2009 by John Egbert and
Diane Glenn, on land generously shared by Julie Bohan. It was the
icing on the cake for people living in the neighborhood. Support for
the garden was most recently made visible by the gracious

donation from the Spruce Park Neighborhood Association that
provided partial funding for the mural that graces the garden
walls. A number of neighbors also generously contributed to
that effort.
After we left our long-time first home on Cedar Street in
December 2017 we counted ourselves lucky to have a new
home in the backyard between two houses on Roma that was
being used with a long-term lease by a third party; it was a
sweetheart deal for the garden. Alas, all things change, and in
November 2019, the owner of the two properties sold them to
two different owners, who understandably have different
plans for their backyards.

The garden mural is a set of seven panels
painted by UNM art students with public
art experience.

Is there even a "next" for the Community Garden? It's hard to say. The
tangible, the economic return, on the property from a neighborhood garden
is essentially nothing and even a parking
lot for UNM students has a greater
tangible return.

Companion planting with
marigolds can help reduce pest
insects while looking beautiful
and cheerful, and attracting
pollinators at the same time.
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That said, does anyone have a sunny
parcel of land, to make available to the
community, for the tangible and the
intangible benefits of a community
garden?
Luckily for us, the Peach
Beetles always spared our
plums.
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Urban Forester’s Advice for Spruce Park Residents Interview of Joran Viers1
Thank you for the opportunity to share my advice with your residents. I enjoy my job as Albuquerque’s Urban
Forester and working to improve the livability of our parks and other green spaces.

Has the City/County perspective on water usage changed?
Yes, today’s focus is on wise water use and livable neighborhoods, rather than a single emphasis on ever-lower
water use. As examples, the City has initiated the ABQ Neighborwoods program to help restore our City’s
urban canopy2 and the ABC Water Utility Authority now offers Treebates for tree planting and maintenance.3

What are three pieces of advice you would like to give our residents?
First, I would like to remind your residents of how lucky they are to live in an older neighborhood with mature
trees and landscaping. Trees cool our homes and yards and studies have shown that trees can increase
property values by up to 10%. Now to your question; I would recommend that residents:
1. Water your existing trees; they are a gift to you from earlier generations
2. Plant the next generation of trees; because many of your trees are past their prime
3. Avoid using rock and gravel as groundcover; these create a “heat island” in your yard.

1. Water Your Existing Trees
Many of the trees in your area are native to areas with 35 - 50 inches of precipitation each year. We receive
less than 10 inches each year, and supplemental watering is necessary for our trees to thrive.
In watering, two things are important: one is the “water footprint” (how broadly and deeply we apply water)
and the other is how often we water. Most tree roots grow out beyond the tree’s own canopy, and are largely
found within two feet of the surface. Watering should be focused on the zone just inside and just outside the
edges of the outermost limbs. Determining how much water to apply to reach two feet deep is more complex.
Short of a lengthy explanation about soil types, rate of infiltration, rate of application … what I would
recommend is to water your trees every other week while the leaves are on, and once a month during
dormancy. This can be done with your yard sprinklers (maybe 1+ hours), or a fan-type hose sprinkler (maybe 12 hours per spot to cover outermost canopy), or with a soaker hose in a big squiggly loop and run overnight.

2. Plant the Next Generation of Trees
Many of the most majestic trees in your neighborhood are over 75 years old and it is time to plant the next
generation of trees. The ABCWUA has a list of trees that require low to medium amounts of water.4 Some of
the trees that I prefer are the Chinese Pistachio, the Lacebark Elm and the Burr Oak. I understand that in your
neighborhood, Jim Lasché can help with the details for planting new trees (jimlasche@gmail.com).

3. Avoid Using Rock and Gravel as Groundcover
Rock and gravel mulches convert the sun’s energy into heat, creating a heat island in your yard and
contributing to the City’s heat island. Organic mulches are cooling and mimic the natural forest floor, and a
grass lawn cools your yard, while converting the sun’s energy, water and carbon dioxide into oxygen.
1

City Forester, CABQ Parks and Recreation; Board Certified Master Arborist (ISA #RMBM 7080)
NEIGHBORWOODS https://www.cabq.gov/council/albuquerque-neighborwoods
3
ABCWUA REBATES https://www.abcwua.org/treebates.aspx
4
RECOMMENDED TREES https://www.abcwua.org/uploads/files/Treebate_Poster_print2.pdf
2
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Chocolate Chip Cookie House (aka the Frog House)
Peter and Zita are famous for
brightening-up their yard for
Halloween and Christmas and even
St. Patrick’s Day. What you may not
know, is that their yard art was
sculpted in their own images, by a
sculptor in Atlanta Georgia who
specializes in whimsical frogs. The
sculptures graced their front yard in
San Antonio and were moved here 8
years ago when Peter and Zita move
here. When moving back to
Albuquerque from Texas, they were
specifically seeking a Pueblo Revival
style of home and that is how they
ended-up in the Spruce Park
Neighborhood.
The backstory: Zita developed a liking for frogs while living in Australia and watching frogs climb up the
screen door to eat insects. A truck, in the likeness of Mater, the old tow truck in the movie “Cars” sits in
the driveway. The backstory: Zita learned to drive in a truck that was almost identical to this truck. When
you see them out walking their dogs, say “hi,” and “thanks for brightening-up the neighborhood.”

About the Cover by Katrina Crater
This stately Siberian elm has stood sentinel over one of the oldest homes in the Spruce Park
neighborhood for nearly 100 years, providing not only cooling shade and habitat for urban wildlife, but
also a symbol of the importance of an urban forest in a symbiotic relationship between the tree, the
undergrowth, and even the residents and visitors to the neighborhood. The tree, a species resistant to
draught and Dutch elm disease, provides a wide canopy arching over Las Lomas and provides a dappling
of light in "a brotherhood of venerable trees" (Wordsworth) to the sculptures of Vincente Guadiana, while
sharing the glory of its utility and beauty with a brother, an even larger Siberian elm located at the back of
the property.
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At the Top of Lists We'd Rather Not Be On1
Once again, the City of Albuquerque finds itself at the top of lists that we’d rather not be on. One of these is
the list of cities with the greatest heat island effect. For those unfamiliar with that term, it refers to what
happens when a city’s hardscape (concrete, asphalt, buildings, etc.) absorb the energy of sunlight and convert
that into heat energy. The temperature in urban cores is often a few, to several, degrees hotter than
surrounding suburban and semi-rural areas. Las Vegas, Nevada takes first on this list.
We are also sitting in second place on the list of large cities with the greatest rate of tree canopy loss. We
apparently rank second behind hurricane-ravaged New Orleans. But a hurricane hasn’t caused our canopy loss.

Some Culprits
What do those lists have in common, and what can we hopefully learn from them? The reasons for urban heat
island effect and canopy loss are complex and intertwined, and there is no one single cause, but they have a
few culprits in common. These culprits probably account for a fair portion of both issues, and yet, it’s
something we do on purpose. A lack of supplemental watering and the use of rock and gravel mulches (ground
cover) often go hand-in-hand to injure or kill mature trees.

Trees Improve Quality of Life, But Need Supplemental Water
Volumes of research and anecdotal evidence point to the urban forest (the trees growing in all parts of the
city) as one key piece of any “quality of life” measure:
Trees increase property values
Trees use carbon dioxide (a greenhouse gas), sunlight and water to produce oxygen
Trees are pleasing to the eye and they lower stress levels
Trees cool landscapes and homes, while encouraging pedestrian traffic.
But – and here’s the rub – trees need supplemental water. As a homeowner, you are trying to balance
seemingly irreconcilable issues. We live in a desert where precipitation is scarce, and we want to preserve our
trees, which are big plants that need lots of water. Let me introduce smart water use. Smart use of water is
the key to growing trees without breaking the bank or draining the aquifer. Sometimes, smart use means more
use. What do I mean by “more use”? Let us step back a minute, to my sentence above: big plants that use a lot
of water. If we under-water our trees, they don’t grow well and may even die. A big dead tree doesn’t give us
those benefits, and so all the water we used getting the tree to a mature size is lost, wasted.

The Importance of Organic Mulch or a Grass Lawn
Back to the use of rock mulches. In a natural forest, you won’t see a bunch of gravel and rock on the
ground. Research has shown tree growth is strongest when the soil surface is covered with organic mulches,
like chipped-up trees. As this stuff slowly decomposes, it creates soil conditions that really support tree root
growth. In older neighborhoods like Spruce Park Neighborhood, all of the mature trees were watered through
grass lawns, which provide many of the benefits of organic mulch. By Comparison, rock mulches reflect some
of the suns energy back on the trees and the home, while the remainder of the suns energy is absorbed and
converted to heat energy, thus compounding the problem of the lack of supplemental water.

1

Written by John R. Cochran, based largely on an article by Joran Viers in https://www.cabq.gov/council/find-yourcouncilor/district-2/news/tilting-at-windmills
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Remnants of the Thatched Roof

Craftsman cut, steamed, bent and installed green cedar shingles to simulate a thatched roof
on this English Cottage house built in 1929. Diamond paned windows, a Tudor-style
chimney, and an arched door complete the theme. The cedar shingles graced the home
through 1980 (photo above), after which asphalt shingles were installed over the cedar. The
90-year old shingles were still in excellent condition when removed in January of 2020.
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The Observant Neighbor (and watching out for each other) by Tom Welker
The Spruce Park neighborhood has appealed to me ever since I parked here while attending UNM in the
60s. In 1985 I bought a home here, where I’ve lived ever since. I have always enjoyed the unique and
historic homes and large trees, especially along Las Lomas. When I adopted a dog over 22 years ago and
began regular daily walks my appreciation of the neighborhood increased several fold. The walk slows
down considerably when my dog stops to check the pee-mail of other dogs, leaving me to admire the
homes and landscapes. I have met so many neighbors this way that I otherwise probably would not have,
and occasionally will notice something unusual or out of place during my walks; an unattended garden
hose with water running down the gutter, a person needing a helping hand, and on a few occasions
seeing someone who is obviously casing a home for a possible break-in.
Last November while returning from our afternoon walk I noticed my next door neighbor’s newspaper
was still on her lawn and her drapes were closed. I phoned her but received no answer, and the answering
machine did not kick in. I called her neighbor on the opposite side to see if she was aware why, and she
wasn’t, so we agreed to enter the house. The lady was sitting on the floor in obvious distress with the
phone strewn on the floor and disconnected. She had probably been there over 18 hours. An ambulance
was called, and after a few weeks in the hospital and rehab she is now back to her usual busy life. The
moral of this story is to be aware of your neighbor’s routines and in this way, we can watch out for each
other.

Helicopter Overflights Disrupting Your Sleep? by David Keating
Have you been awakened in the middle of the night by helicopter overflight? Multiple times in one
evening? A majority of our Spruce Park neighbors are disturbed by this air traffic.
The four hospitals at our borders each use air ambulances. Our proximity to I-40, UNM and downtown is a
lure for news and tourism helicopters. Police and military copters cross our air space.
Unfortunately this traffic is increasing, and some operators violate height restrictions or set up circular
flight patterns that persist for 30 minutes or more. This may rattle windows, shake fixtures and wake you
in the middle of the night.
In the 1990s several Albuquerque neighborhoods had informal compacts with the air services to limit
residential overflight. When possible, the operators agreed to fly in channels over major thoroughfares
such as Lomas and Central. The shift may sound insignificant, but there is a marked difference between a
helicopter directly overhead and one that is a thousand feet away. What can you do?
Call the Albuquerque flight tracking and noise complaint hotline at 505 842 2007
Register your concern with the Mayor's office https://www.cabq.gov/mayor/contact-us/email-themayor and our Councilor Isaac Benton at ibenton@cabq.gov
Tell them you support new agreements with the air service operators or that you would support a
resolution before the City Council to limit residential overflight in non-emergency situations. Please copy

your Street Representative (see the last page of this Newsletter).
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History Corner
Did you know that Spruce Park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places
worthy of preservation? https://npgallery.nps.gov/AssetDetail/NRIS/82003317
Additionally, the State of New Mexico has identified Spruce Park and Sigma Chi Road
as Historic Districts – which brings State recognition and also pays for one-half of
approved preservation work through the historic tax credit program.

At the request of UNM’s President
Zimmerman, young professor
Moyer, with his wife and 2
daughters, moved from Missouri to
New Mexico in 1935 to teach at
UNM. They brought only their
clothes and their radio. Five years
after arriving, Professor Moyer had
a new home build for his family

Their new home, on newly-platted Sigma Chi Road, was fittingly of Streamline Moderne architectural style
with corner steel casement windows and a cantilevered front porch. In 1938 the Spruce Park Neighborhood
expanded northward with Sigma Chi Road, and the Moyer home was one of the half-dozen homes built on
Sigma Chi Road before WW II. It is difficult to imagine that Sigma Chi Road was once on the edge of the City’s
expansion northward. The Moyer home, at 1619 Sigma Chi Road, remains architecturally intact and
contributes to the Sigma Chi Road Historic District.
At 1619 Sigma
Road,
Marjorie
MoyerChi
is one
ofthe
theexterior is still original.
two young women in the top
photo from 1940. On the right is
a 1950’s photo of her on the
front porch of the family home.
In her half-century of living on
Sigma Chi Road, Marjorie saw
many changes. As an example,
University Blvd was originally a
dirt trail, leading to the arroyo
where we now find Lomas Road.
The camera angle is different,
but the final picture is of
Marjorie on her porch in 2002.
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Round Robin is Changing Nests by Nancy Kilpatrick and Elizabeth Reed
When I initiated the Round Robins in the summer of 2015, it was a bit self-serving, as I wanted to get to
know more neighbors. After 30+ years in the neighborhood I felt like I didn’t know very many people – I
had no dog to walk in the park, a walled front courtyard and no kids in the school system. So, let’s have
neighborhood parties to get to know each other!
I feel like it has been a simple, yet overwhelming success in building relationships and community in
Spruce Park. Many of you have responded to the format and participated as both hosts and guests. My
very rough data shows over 40 events and 640 participants since August 2015.
As I leave the nest and pass the round robin to Elizabeth Reed, my hope
is that you continue to support her and the occasional events – I believe
our strength as a stable neighborhood relies on us knowing one another.
My husband and I are so happy to be living in Spruce Park now. We’ve
had our eye on the neighborhood for many years, thinking that we’d like
to move here when the kids flew the nest. We lived in the far north
valley for 30+ years, where we were very active in the Western Meadows
and Alameda North Valley neighborhood associations.
Spruce Park is a wonderful place to live, raise a family and enjoy the conveniences of town life, and Tom
and I are looking forward to getting to know more of you as time goes on. When the world goes back to
normal, we hope to see you at a Round Robin!

Tree Planted Remembering Sarah Moody by Fredi Ziter
Many of you know that last November we lost our beloved neighbor, Sarah
Moody. To honor her memory, a tree was planted in the park in her name.
Throughout her many years in Spruce Park she was a constant presence in
neighborhood affairs, and many of us came to know Sarah not only as a
neighbor, but as a dear friend. Sarah grew up in Alabama and retained the
essential mannerisms and soft vowels of the South. Sarah transplanted
herself to New Mexico in 1979 and she was a mainstay in this neighborhood
since the early 90s.
Sarah had a deep love of all living things from grass and trees to birds, dogs
and babies. She made her exquisite back yard into a pollinator-friendly zone
while at the same time substantially reducing through landscaping the
amount of grass in the yard.
She used to say she moved to Spruce Park for the trees and to the house on
Sycamore for its glorious yard. If it was a warm spring day, you knew where
you could find her. Sarah’s striking, lifelong physical beauty was matched in
equal measure by her beautiful spirit. Her absence will continue to be
deeply felt for many years.
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Events Calendar, Past and Future
Event

Date

Time & Location

Board Meetings

Suspended, typically 2nd
Wednesday of month

Typically 7:00 PM in Central
United Methodist Church

Annual Spring Fling & Easter Egg
Hunt

Canceled, typically in
early April

In the Park

Annual Spruce Park Neighborhood
Association Meeting
National Night Out

Canceled,
typically in May
Canceled, typically in
early August
Canceled, typically in
September

In the Park

Annual Halloween Parade

TBD, typically
October 31

In the Park

Annual Neighborhood Cleanup

TBD, typically
in November

Begins in the Park

Annual Fall Potluck

In the Park
In the Park

Street Representatives and Officers
Street

Representative

Roma East
Ash
Cedar/Mulberry
Las Lomas East
Las Lomas
West/ Encino
Maple
Marquette
Ridge
Roma West
Sigma Chi East
Sigma Chi West
Spruce
Sycamore

Bart Chimenti (acting)
David Keating
vacant
Lew Suber
John Cochran - Newsletter
Lynn Defrees
Allen Parkman - Vice-Pres.
Peter Swift
Mieka Ritsema
Greg Peevy
vacant
James Tolbert - Treasurer
Nikhil Lucas-Kamat

Address

Phone

Email

433 Ash

(505) 842-5611

dnkeating@comcast.net

160 Las Lomas
1300 Las Lomas

(505) 247-2032
(505) 841-1528

lewsuber@comcast.net
jrcochr@gmail.com

434 Maple
1416 Marquette
613 Ridge
1121 Roma
1403 Sigma Chi

(505) 842-8521
(505) 242-1919
(505) 843-6448
(505) 228-2330
(505) 730-9627

ldefrees613@gmail.com
parkman@unm.edu
pnswift@comcast.net
mieka_ritsema@yahoo.com
grpeevy@msn.com

424 Spruce
610 Sycamore

(505) 620-1448
(505) 872-8099

jamestolbert81@gmail.com
nikhilkm@yahoo.com

Spruce Park Neighborhood Website
The web site www.spruceparkneighborhood.com is the place to go to find information on our
neighborhood. The website provides details about upcoming events, copies of recent Newsletters (in
color), contact information for the street representatives and some information on the historic
significance of the Neighborhood.
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