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4™ Sunday in Lent
March 10, 2024

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is
the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live.
In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so
that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross
in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for
restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

Welcome to Worship at Bethany!

Please fill out a blue communication card if you are: visiting; have prayer requests;
have contact information changes or other information for the office. (Cards are
available on the bookcase inside the sanctuary door or ask an usher.) Please place
it in the offering plate at the time of the offering. If you have no congregational
home in this area, we invite you to consider Bethany!

The “Kids’ Korner” is our current alternative to a nursery. This section of the
narthex is set up for kids to stay quietly occupied under their parent’s (or another
adult’s) supervision. There is a speaker to hear the service. Children aged 2
through 6" grade are invited to attend Sunday school immediately following the
Children’s Message — they will return in time for communion.

The Order of Service — The bulletin is all-inclusive. The readings and hymns
are included in the order they occur in the service.

Music Permissions — Liturgical music is from Setting 8 of Evangelical Lutheran
Worship and is reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License # SAS103348. Hymns are reprinted with permission under One
License #A-711823 unless otherwise noted.

Cover Image — Sundays and Seasons Image

Readings for 5" Sunday in Lent, March 17, 2024
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 51:1-12

Hebrews 5:5-10

John 12:20-33



WELCOME/QUIET TIME TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP
You are invited to stand as you are able

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
We turn and face our sisters and brothers across the center aisle.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Piano side
| confess to God Almighty,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | have sinned by my own fault
In thought, word, and deed.
| pray God Almighty
to have mercy on me,
forgive me all my sins,
and bring me to everlasting life.

Font side
Almighty and merciful God
grant you healing, pardon, and
forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.

Font side
| confess to God Almighty,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | have sinned by my own fault
In thought, word, and deed.
| pray God Almighty
to have mercy on me,
forgive me all my sins,
and bring me to everlasting life.

Piano side
Almighty and merciful God
grant you healing, pardon, and
forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335
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till my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



ELW Setting 8
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world
and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all
our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

You may be seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
DISMISSAL OF CHILDREN TO SUNDAY SCHOOL

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9
“From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around

the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. °The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest
this miserable food.” 5Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people,
and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. "The people came to Moses
and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to
the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the

people. 8And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a
pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So Moses made a
serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone,

that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 107:1-3,17-22
!Give thanks to the LorbD, for the LORD is good,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LoORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
3gathering them in from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
"Some were fools and took rebellious paths;
through their sins they were afflicted.
¥They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.
¥Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD
and you delivered them from their distress.
20¥ou sent forth your word and healed them
and rescued them from the grave.
?ILet them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.
?’Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.

SECOND READING Ephesians 2:1-10

LYou were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 2All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and
senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. “But God,
who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us ®even when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace
you have been saved—>®and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, ’so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God—°not the result of works, so that no one may boast. °For we are
what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Let Your Steadfast Love ELW Setting 8
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The holy gospel according to John, the third chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:14-21
[Jesus said:] *“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, '°that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

1“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. 8Those who believe in him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already,
because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. °And this is
the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness
rather than light because their deeds were evil. 2°For all who do evil hate the light
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those
who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

You may be seated.
SERMON



You are invited to stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY What Wondrous Love Is This ELW 666
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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You may be seated for the prayers.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.

PRAYER SONG The Spirit Intercedes for Us ELW 180

0 4
I~ ' | ] ‘
o1 oo ; e . o .
J o — ! .
The Spir - it in - ter - cedes for us with
End
9 #IJ. I 1 I | I—
@ s — — Y R— 1 [ - p—
& & I N | I I
—~ -  — ﬁ—o‘—.‘ o ©
J . \\_//
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Text and music: Romans 8:26, adapt. Larry Olson
Text and music © 1989 Dakota Road Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our
hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you.

And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with those around us. You may be seated.

OFFERING / ANNOUNCEMENTS

You are invited to stand as you are able for the offertory hymn (next page).
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OFFERTORY HYMN Create in Me a Clean Heart
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Jesus, you are the bread of life

and the host of this meal.

Bless these gifts that we have gathered
that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food

but with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

COMMUNION

Be seated until ushers direct you to the altar. All are welcome at Holy Communion. The
Lord invites us to come. If you would like a gluten-free option, hold up your index finger
when the pastor serves the bread. Red wine is available from the outer part of the
communion tray. White grape juice is available in the center of the communion tray.
Come and be filled with God'’s grace!

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW Setting 8
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continued on next page
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COMMUNION HYMN  This is the Body of Christ IONA COMMUNITY
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COMMUNION HYMN  Amazing Grace ELW 779
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safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
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sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

You are invited to stand as you are able

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God,

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.

As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,
now make us one loaf to feed the world;
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

Amen.




BLESSING
Beloved,

we are God’s own people,

holy, washed, renewed.

God bless you and keep you,

shower you with mercy,
fill you with courage,
and +F give you peace.
Amen.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share your bread.
Thanks be to God.
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