Christ Lutheran Community Church
Seventh Sunday of Easter - May 24, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEMES OF THE DAY
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the
disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church
around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for
their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions,
we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we
go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends
for the whole human family.

THE GATHERING
Gather in prayer and prepare to receive God’s Word.
WELCOME
PRELUDE
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life,
you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth.
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.
Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow.
Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you.
You are the fountain of resurrection.
Praise to you for your saving waters:
Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your
well.
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing
rock.
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will
never be thirsty again.
Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word
that saves us in this sacrament.
Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all
creation.

Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears.
Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us.
Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
with the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us
and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each
other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn
into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD
We several scriptures each Sunday. The Old Testament parallels the
themes of the Gospel reading. The New Testament is chosen from the
earliest letters of the church.
FIRST LESSON: Acts 1:6-14
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the
outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s
conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he
promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.
A reading from the book of Acts:
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is
not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the
city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of
James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others.
Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience
disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen
and guide us.
A reading from the first letter of Peter:
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also
be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the

Spirit of God, is resting on you.
5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he
may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares
for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in
all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL John 17:1-11
Please Stand. By tradition, we stand during the readings of the Gospels,
remembering that they speak of Christ, who is the center of our faith.

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father,
asking that those who continue his work in this world will live in unity.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1After

Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the
Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life,

that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me
to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I
had in your presence before the world existed.
6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that
you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are
yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in
them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and
I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Having heard the news of God’s liberating power, we ask for God’s
salvation for all the world.
Nettie, Darryl, Eveline, Gladys, Bill, Pat, Bruce, Ella, Louise, Barbara,
Andrea, Carrie, Howard, Richard, George, Drew, Michael, Val, Ken, Bill,
Victor, Ludlow, Mary Ellen, the Harrison family, Rene, Rachel, Carolyn,
Shirese, Tony, the Clark family.
PEACE
We share Christ’s peace with each other.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
The ministries of this congregation rely on the gifts God bestows upon us
through our members and friends. Contributions can be made through
our website, www.ChristUD.org, by mailing in your gift, or by initiating a
transfer through your bank.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light
we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the
world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.
And now we pray as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SENDING
Having been fed by the life-giving Word of God, we are sent into the world
to be the hands and feet of Christ, continuing his ministry of healing,
forgiveness, liberation, and reconciliation.
ANNOUNCMENTS
BLESSING
After receiving God’s blessing, all reply: Amen!

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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