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THE MITCHELL CORN PALACE
– THE STORY AND THE POSTCARDS
By Harry Drager
My interest in collecting postcards in general was foreshadowed years ago when I visited Mitchell, S. D.
during a family trip to the Black Hills. We stopped in Mitchell - it was a nice place to spend the night
being about halfway to the Black Hills from the Twin Cities. Of course, we had to visit the World
Famous Corn Palace. We went in and I looked at the displays showing the old images (some not truly
vintage). I thought at the time that it would be quite a collection to have the original images showing the
history of this Midwestern icon. Years later, I starting collecting postcards and began looking for images
of the Corn Palace and have for over 6 years now. These days, I seek out the real photo postcards almost
exclusively, but am
interested in any rarer
novelty postcard as well.
The idea for a corn or grain
palace did not originate in
Mitchell. The first corn
palace was built in Sioux
City, Iowa in 1887 and a new
corn palace was done there
every year for 4 consecutive
years (until 1891). These
structures were used for only
a month, with a new one to
be built for the following
year." The structure built
in this last year was very
large with an archway in the
middle that autos and
trolleys could pass under.
Also, a neighboring town of
Mitchell— Plankinton, S. D.
- built a “grain palace” in
1891. These corn/grain
palaces pre-dated the first
Mitchell Corn Palace of
1892. The first Mitchell
Corn Palace opened on
September 28, 1892 and had
a footprint of only 60 by
100 feet. The structure was
made out of wood and had a
dirt floor. It had a tower in
the center of the building
with turrets on the corners and edges. The turrets on this building were relatively narrow in comparison
to what was to come in the later buildings – postcards from this earliest period are distinguished by these
narrow turrets. This corn palace was enlarged with a 42 by 100 foot addition in 1893.
Corn Palace continued on page 2
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Corn Palace continued from page 1
The Panic of 1893 and drought conditions shut down further exhibitions at any site until the second version of the Mitchell Corn
Palace in 1900. In 1901, the exhibition was not held, but the years of 1902, 1903 and 1904 each had exhibitions in the original
building. The printed card “A Remembrance of the Corn Belt Exposition – 1909” shows these buildings with the exception of the
1900 structure (an apparent omission of the publisher, L.E. Stair). The real photo “Mitchell Corn Palace – 04” is a rare real photo
postcard of this original building. Despite the cancellation on the front of the card, I prize this card as I have never seen another
real photo postcard of the original building. Note: I’m sure the Mitchell Area Historical Society has a lot more!
In 1905, this original building was torn down
to be replaced by a somewhat larger structure
(125 by 142 feet) that was built in only 55
days. This was part of an unsuccessful plan by
the city officials of Mitchell to have their city
replace the city of Pierre as the state capital of
South Dakota. This second version of the Corn
Palace is distinguished in photos by its
geometric patterns and the thicker towers that
are crowned with Moorish domes. In 1907 and
later years, the corner tower was embellished
with a distinctive drawing or symbol which
helps to easily identify the year of the building.
This building lasted until 1919 and was
redecorated every year. There are two
examples shown of this building – one has the
geometric pattern only (1905) and the other has
the good luck sign on the corner (1907).
The Corn Palace Festival was held in a tent in
1920 as the old building had been torn down and the new building was not yet finished. In 1921, the new building was completed
and is the current building in use today. Past buildings were more completely covered with grains and corn. This new building had
panels in which a year’s theme was laid out in murals. In 1937, an important addition of Russian-style onion domes and Moorish
minarets gave the building the appearance that you see today (this harkened back to the two earlier buildings). It is interesting to
note that the murals were painted in 1943 because the corn was needed for the war effort and in 2006, a new mural was not created
because of drought. [Details on construction of the murals: Mural designs are done by an artist (there have been three principle
artists since 1948), the designs are enlarged to make large corn-by-number drawings tacked up on tar paper, ears of corn are sliced
in half lengthwise with a power saw,
trimmed if necessary and nailed in place
with two-inch finish nails. A local farmer
plants 40 to 50 acres with various varieties
of seed to produce thirteen colors of corn.
The murals found in the interior of the
building are changed out about every 10
years.]
Corn Palace continued on page 3

Do you have a program you’d
like to present? If so, contact
Dave Johnson, program
chairperson.
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Corn Palace continued from page 2
Yearly festivals in which special entertainment was brought in began in 1892 with the Phinney Iowa State Band and still continues
today. Some of the more notable entertainers in the past century were William Jennings Bryan (great orator and presidential
candidate in 1896, 1900 and 1908) in 1900, John Phillip Sousa (some say “the first American pop superstar”) in 1904 and 1907,
Jimmy Dorsey (1938), Tommy Dorsey (1947), Lawrence Welk (1948, 1954, 1962, 1963 and 1969), Guy Lombardo (1952), Duke
Ellington (1953), Jimmy Dean (1960), Andy Williams (1964), Jack Benny (1967), Roy Rogers & Dale Evans (1974), Bob Hope
(1976). In 1908, Bryan (Dem.) and William Howard Taft (Rep.) both campaigned as presidential candidates at the Corn Palace as
well. Bryan was from Nebraska and gave 500 speeches in 1896 – he believed in the wisdom of the common man so it is no
surprise that he would have shown up at the Corn Palace as he must have reveled in his appearance with the people of South
Dakota.
While the Corn Palace has been located at the same site
and is virtually the same building since 1921, the country
has gone through two World Wars and has seen a lot of
other changes in that time. In the postcards, these changes
are reflected in the themes seen on the Corn Palace panels
as well as changes seen in the dress of the people,
automobiles and advertising that are part of these views –
the views become a pictorial history of the Midwest. I
have about 115 postcards of the Mitchell Corn Palace and
most are real photo. I have kept many of the printed
postcards that I picked up when I first started collecting
and have them alongside the real photo for comparison. I
also collect the linen cards, but these are fairly common. I
do not collect the chromes – I drew the line at linens and
the latest photos.
Notes on the major publishers of real photo postcards of
the Corn Palace: Stair seems to be the earliest publisher
and I have quite a few cards done by Stair including
two great early real photo multi-views (see example).
Hersey published at least as early as 1915 and did photo
postcards all the way into the 1950’s (these postcards
often have the date in the title and the labeling is very
neat and detailed). The L. A. Co. did some publishing
of the corn palace in the mid 1920’s and these are
typically dated (note the crowd scene example with the
Corn Palace in the background). In the 1940’s, Dan
Grigg Enterprises put out a lot of real photo postcards
and these are some of the ugliest cards in my Corn
Palace collection as the publisher labeled these cards
sloppily and extensively on the front (these cards are
the most common real photo postcards of the Corn
Palace – see example).
After years of collecting, I am still missing several
years of the Corn Palace despite looking at eBay nearly
every day. Either there are some very rare years or they were not made (I need to visit the Mitchell Area Historical Society)! I
have not picked up another missing year since July 2012. Let me know if you have some old real photo Mitchell Corn Palace
postcards – I would love to look! Also, if you have an interest in the Corn Palace or have additional information (or corrections to
this article), let me know. I am in the club directory.
A great resource for the postcard collector of the Mitchell Corn Palace is Jan Cherney’s “Mitchell’s Corn Palace” which was
published in 2004 by Arcadia Publishing. This book is invaluable for the collector in identifying the year of the corn palace
building as most of them are not clearly dated. There are photos of Corn Palace for every year in this book. This resource was also
used in preparing this article as were other articles found on the internet.

PAGE 3

T C P C – M AY / J U N 2 0 1 4

VOLUME XXXVIII NUMBER 3

A Stroll Through The Hamline-Midway Neighborhood
by Steve & Nancy Bailey
The founder of the Krank Company, Alfred J. Krank, was born near New Ulm, Minnesota in 1866. He came to St. Paul in 1877 and
lived here until his death in 1928. After graduating from high school, Krank became an apprentice for the St. Paul cutlery firm of
Christian Franke and Herman Schnell. In 1885 he attempted to establish his own cutlery firm, but was unsuccessful and returned to
Herman Schnell’s firm in 1886. Krank soon became Schnell’s partner, and in 1903 he took over the business, renaming it Alfred J.
Krank, Incorporated. Krank expanded the business to become a wholesale and retail supplier of barber shop and beauty parlor
furniture and products. Krank’s firm was located at 132-142 East Sixth Street in downtown St. Paul.
Within a few years after
he acquired the business,
Krank and noted chemist
Dr. N. Lehman developed
a remedy to treat a skin
problem from which
Krank suffered (the
specific nature of his
problem is unknown).
Krank was so pleased with
the product that he
supplied it to his friends.
Its popularity convinced
Krank to manufacture it
and similar beauty and
health care items so in
1910 he formed the A. J.
Krank Manufacturing
Company and began to
make cosmetics, creams
and shampoos. By the
mid-1920’s the Krank
Company had over 220
employees, and their
products were sold
throughout the world with
wholesale branches in England, France, Spain, Mexico, and India.
In 1925 the company began plans for a new factory in the Midway area, following the
precedent established by many St. Paul firms in the opening decades of the 20th century.
These firms moved from downtown St. Paul to the rapidly expanding Hamline Midway
area because of its strategic location halfway between St. Paul and Minneapolis. The
Krank Company erected an elegant and richly adorned but functional building that was
to be used for manufacturing as well as for sales purposes. Construction of the Krank
building began in April, 1926, and was completed by late August, the same year. The
building cost approximately $150,000 to construct, was designed by Toltz, King and
Day, and was built by Pike and Cook Company.
The building is architecturally significant as one of the finest industrial buildings
constructed in St. Paul in the 1920’s, as one of the most sophisticated industrial buildings
on University Avenue in St. Paul’s Midway District, and as one of the finest examples of
the use of architectural terra cotta in the city.
Hamline continued on page 5
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Hamline continued from page 4
Also designed by Toltz, King and Day is the Hamm Building. It is faced entirely in
terra cotta, and has panels with urns which bear a resemblance to those on the
Krank Building, though most of the ornamentation on the former is more strictly
classical and more stylized than on the Krank Building which was built seven years
after the Hamm Building was completed.
One of the assets of Krank’s new location was its proximity to major transportation
lines, both for the employees and for shipping and receiving purposes. The
company was located on the University Avenue “interurban” streetcar line. The
new site was conveniently situated near the tracks of the Minnesota Transfer
Railway and the building was designed with its own railroad spur which ran to a
loading dock on the east side of the building.
Members of the architectural and engineering firm that designed the Krank
Building remember Mr. Krank as a jovial man who had a zest for living. Two of
his passions were tennis and driving about town at high speeds. Unfortunately, the
latter sport brought him to an untimely end. Only two years after the Krank
Building was completed, on September 26, 1928, Alfred Krank was killed when his
car crashed into a trolley car near Lake Minnetonka. His son Walter took over the
business until 1930 when William and Albert Washburn became the new
president and vice-president of the company. They continued to operate the Krank
factory at 1885 W. University Avenue until 1941 when it was combined with the
newly formed Washburn Lab, Inc., a cosmetics factory with headquarters in the
Rossmor Building at 500 N. Robert Street in downtown St. Paul. This firm was
bought out by Bristol—Meyers in 1971.
After the Washburns moved their company to 500 N. Robert Street, several
different tenants occupied the Krank Building including Northwest Orient Airlines,
Control Data, and the St. Paul Open School. In 1982 the building was called
Hammond Building, and it was the home of a number of small retail businesses,
1944 Ad
including the Hammond Trophy company and the owners of the building, the
Palen—Kimball Company, undertook an extensive renovation of the building to bring it back to its original splendor as one of
the architectural gems of University Avenue.
The A. J. Krank Manufacturing
Company Building is located
directly opposite the former
Porky’s—a 1950’s example of
roadside architecture which was
the last drive—in on University
Avenue, and opposite Lake Iris
Park, the heart of the Lake Iris
Park neighborhood. Unlike most
of the buildings on University
Avenue, the building is set back
approximately seventy—five feet
from the street. This feature
enhances its appearance by setting
it apart from others on the street
and by providing one of the few
substantial green spaces in front of
a commercial building on all of
University Avenue.
Hamline continued on page 7
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Summer 2014

12th Annual Land of Lakes
Antique Postcard & Paper Show
Friday, July 25th
9am to 6pm
th
Saturday, July 25 9am to 4pm
Eagan Community Center
1501 Central Parkway
Eagan, Minnesota
The Twin Cities’ Largest Show of its kind
Featuring Top Dealers from all over the U.S.A.
Presented by Yesterday’s Mail
Morgan Hassenmayer postcardlady@comcast.net 860-319-4022
Plenty of Free Parking & On-site Food Available
Easy access from Interstates 35 & 94
Near Minneapolis/St. Paul Int’l Airport
$4 Admission --- Good for Both Days
Free Appraisals
Don’t Miss the Upper Midwest’s Most Exciting Summer Show
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Hamline continued from page 5
Immediately west of the Krank Building is the five story, former Mutual Service Insurance building at 1919 University, constructed
in 1959. This tall building has no setback and thus provides the Krank Building’s front lawn with a sense of enclosure, and gives it
an illusion of shelter from the traffic of busy University Avenue. There is a narrow alley between the two buildings that leads to a
parking lot. Behind the parking lot are the Minnesota Transfer Railway Company’s tracks that are no longer in use and even though
they have been covered over with blacktop, parts of them still show through.
The three story building is 160’ long and 80’ wide. It is faced in dark brown and red brick and brightly colored architectural terra
cotta. Almost all of the terra cotta work on the main facade depicts urns and vases of flowers, which was probably a symbolic
reference to the Krank Company’s involvement in the cosmetics industry. The main facade is eight bays wide, and its design is
basically symmetrical. Dividing the bays are brick piers which extend to the top of the facade. The two piers at the corners of the
main facade are wider than those in the middle. They project slightly, and are capped by tall, thin rectangular terra cotta panels
depicting urns filled with roses.
Within each bay there is a tripartite
grouping of rectangular “steel
factory sash” which have 14” x 20”
lights, and which have one wide
expanse of glass in the center
flanked by thin panels of glass. The
larger, middle expanses of glass
have central panes that swing out
from the base to provide ventilation.
The windows are divided by brick
piers which extend from the base to
below the cornice level. They are
capped by thin cream colored terra
cotta bands, and are topped by
diaper patterned brickwork at the
cornice level. This arrangement of
brick piers and vertically aligned
large window openings adds a
vertical emphasis which contrasts
with the horizontal massing of the building, and which gives the building an Art Deco flavor.
The second bay on the main facade contains the main entrance to
the building; while the corresponding bay on the east end of this
facade was designed as a display case for the Krank Company’s
products, and now serves as a window. It is almost identical to
the bay which contains the entrance. The first story of each of
these bays projects slightly and has buff colored cut stone pilasters
and lintels adorned with green and yellow architectural terra cotta.
The pilasters and lintels frame the entrance and display area
openings, and are affixed to brick piers. The pilasters have
decorative terra cotta capitals and bases which depict sheaves of
grain. The lintels are adorned with central cut stone panels flanked
by green and yellow figures which depict mermen with bands of
molding of palms. The main entrance is recessed and is framed by
a band of rope molding. The brick piers to which the pilasters
and lintels are affixed extend several feet above each lintel and are
crowned with terra cotta caps which support freestanding, round
cream colored terra cotta bowls of green, yellow, lavender, and
pink terra cotta roses which form spheres.
Hamline continued on page 9
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nd

23 Annual

Cambridge Antique Fair
cambridgeantiquefair.com

August 2nd and 3rd
Saturday, August 2
Sunday, August 3

8 AM to 5 PM
9 AM to 4 PM

Isanti County Fairgrounds
CAMBRIDGE, MN
1 Mile East of Highway 65 on Highway 95
Just 40 Miles Due North of the Twin Cities.
12 miles west of I-35W and Tanger Outlet Mall on Highway 95
Questions, please call 763-434-6664



300 Dealer Booths Inside and Outdoors
All Kinds of Antiques and Collectables

August 2 - 3 , 2014
Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM
Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM
Admission $6.00 Good Both Days
Children under 12 years old are free
Clip and bring this ad for a $1.00 discount off each
ticket purchased. (Coupon good for one admission)
Metro Promotions, Inc
Kermit & Jeanie Wellman Kerstin Quigley
PO Box 219 Cedar, MN 55011

kwel16421@aol.com or 763-434-6664
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Hamline continued from page 7
Between the first and second stories on the main facade are alternating thin and wide
terra cotta spandrels; the thin ones each being adorned with a tall cream colored urn with
floral garlands draped around it, and the wide panels each being decorated with two such
urns, with a cream and peach colored grid pattern in the background, and with a floral
garland draped between them.
Though the architectural terra cotta is the main decorative feature of the exterior design,
the building also has some brick patterning. At the cornice level there is a wide band of
polychromatic diaper brickwork. The windows have soldier course lintels and header
sills, and there is a soldier course at the base of the building. The remaining brickwork on
the main facade is laid in stretcher bond with 3/8” mortar joints. The side and rear walls
of the building were not intended to be seen from the street, and are strictly functional in
design. There is an entrance on the west side wall, several doors on the rear wall, and a
loading dock on the east side wall.
The architect’s drawings indicate that originally the first floor contained Mr. Krank’s
office, a display area for the company’s products, a general office, a warehouse, the
shipping room and other ancillary functions. The second floor of the building was the
main factory space. It also contained, according to the architectural plans, “Miss Hunt’s
office and waiting room”. There was a balcony which cut through the middle of this floor
and the third floor, and which was illuminated by a skylight. The third floor contained
more warehouse space, the kitchen and the lunchroom, a laboratory, grinding and honing
rooms, and a “consultation room.” The basement of the building was used for storage, and
also contained the company’s box factory, boiler room, and a package chute which led
from the Minnesota Transfer Railway tracks and loading dock on the east side of the
building. The drawings for the Krank Building show more restrooms and coatrooms for
“girls” than for “men”, suggesting that the company employed more female than male
workers. The exterior of the building is remarkably intact. The architectural terra cotta
and most of the brickwork is in good condition. Originally there were two tall cast iron
lamps with 10” glass domes which flanked the entrance. There were also glazed steel
panels between the second and third story windows which suggested that the windows
continued all the way from the second through the third story level, without a break for
the floors.
These panels have since
been removed and the
area has been covered
with concrete. The
original front door has
been replaced, and a
brick base has been
added below the display
case (it was originally as
tall as the doorway on
the opposite side of the
facade). This building is
known today as Iris Park
Place and continues to
be an architectural gem
of the Hamline Midway
neighborhood.
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TCPC News
Advertising:
General advertising will appear in the newsletters. Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter each year.
Send your ad (and payment if required) to the newsletter
editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

VOLUME XXXVIII NUMBER 3

POSTCARDS WANTED:
RPPC’s from this series:
Blue Mounds State Park, Luverne, Minnesota
Series 899-8928 (Examples shown below)
Numbers 8911, 8913, 8914, 8915, 8917, 8918,
8920, 8921, 8922, and 8926
Contact Paul Ebert at pdebert@charter.net

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Programs
May 21: Program to feature postcard display boards by member Charles Parrish Over many years Chuck has been the major contributor to postcard board displays our club features at the
Bloomington Armory shows. He has created a number of display boards approaching 50. He has enjoyed
the results so much he hasn't dismantled any of them. At the May club meeting he will bring a selection of
them and explain his motivation putting them together.
Most of our members have never assembled a board displaying part of their collection. I encourage
collectors to consider the fun and value of seeing your cards in a special way by doing this. It also provides
an outreach to both club members and the public when your collection interests are shown at our
shows. Boards brought to the show can be judged or not as you choose. Advice and help in
assembling displays is available. Gary Pearson has always taken the responsibility to register postcard
boards brought to the show and also handles the overall display setup and takedown.

June 18: Father’s Day is on the 15th –bring your favorite Father’s Day Card to share
WELCOME NEW MEMBER(S):


TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2014

Sue Anderson
Port Wing, WI
collects: older to vintage Duluth, Ashland, flowers,



Brian Hedeman
Eagan, MN
collects: Northeast Iowa

Mark Your Calendar with these dates
Meeting Schedule for 2014
May 21 | June 18
July 16 | August 20 | September 17
October 15 | November 19 | December 17
Board Meeting Schedule for 2014
July 2 | September 3 | November 5

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VPO Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hilesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor & Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Paul Scheuer, 651-335-9722
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Member-at-Large: Julie Henricksen, 763-767-8365
Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Dave Johnson is looking for a volunteer to assist in
preparing for the spring TCPC show. This takes some
planning and effort to organize—please consider volunteering.

Check the TCPC website for Shows that have come to the attention of the editor. It will
be updated as more information becomes available. We can’t guarantee that postcards will be
at the show but that’s part of the hunt for that special postcard.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

