COVID-19 Does Not Have to
Mean Indefinite Detention

Many Criminal Defendants are Sitting in Jails Awaiting
Their Literal Day in Court—With No End in Sight

T

By Adalgiza A. Núñez
he COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the New Jersey Judiciary from
top to bottom, but few were more affected than criminal defendants under pretrial detention. After the initial rise of cases in New
Jersey, the courts shut down in-person proceedings including grand
and petit jury selection. This created a disruption in criminal cases
and greatly contributed to increasing the backlog of criminal post-
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indictment cases by 82.8% and criminal/quasi-criminal matters by 2323.8% from
June 2019 to June 2020.1 This backlog has left many in jail who would have otherwise resolved their cases and been either released or sentenced, as is evident by the
49.7% drop in criminal post-indictment resolutions in trial courts from July 2020 to
January 2021. Criminal defendants are sitting in county jails awaiting their literal
day in court with no end in sight. The judiciary finds itself between a rock and a
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