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CLA Member Response to Request for CLP
Funds Is Gratifying
by Ann Beaver

First, some background. At last year’s Annual Meeting,
board members and attendees discussed the need for
additional funding if CLA was to continue its annual
treatment of curly-leaf pondweed (CLP) for more than a
year or two, after which time we would have depleted our
reserve funds. The results of the 2015 property owners’
survey showed a preference for increased voluntary
donations rather than conducting another multi-year
fundraiser.
Meeting attendees suggested the Board
propose a dollar amount Cullen Lakes property owners
should try to donate to the annual curly-leaf pondweed
(CLP) treatment.
After discussing this idea at its fall meetings, the Board
of Directors decided to ask for a $175 donation from
those who could afford it.
Board member Jack
McNamara volunteered to write a letter explaining CLA’s
finances and the funding of annual CLP treatments,
pointing out that CLA’s reserve funds for these treatments
would soon be depleted. He asked people to donate
whatever they could to the CLP fund, but to donate $175
if possible.
Jack’s letter went out in the 2016
membership mailing, which was sent in early December
so people could use their donation as a tax deduction for
2015 if they so wished.
The response to the Board’s request was overwhelming
and gratifying! Of the 300+ membership letters that were
mailed, 219 people had sent in their dues by the end of
April and 159 of those people included a donation to the
CLP fund, donations that totaled $24,232!
This is
$17,000 more than members donated for CLP last year.

This year’s CLP treatment in all three Cullen Lakes cost
$41,202 ($2,650 of which was state sales tax —
something the State Legislature should perhaps discuss,
since we’re spending private money to enhance public
resources). The DNR grants of $7,600 combined with
member donations of $24,232 for CLP treatment total
$31,832. That means we only had to use $9,370 our
reserves. Had we not had such a great response from our
members and donations had remained at the average
$6,500 during the last few years, we would have had to
draw down our reserves by over $26,000.
To all of you who contributed to the CLP fund, the CLA
Board of Directors says, “Bravo and thank you, thank
you, thank you!”

2016 CLA Annual Meeting
The 34th Annual Meeting of the Cullen Lakes
Association will be held Saturday, August 13 at
Lutheran Church of the Cross in Nisswa.
Coffee and rolls will be available and exhibits will
be ready for viewing starting at 8:30.
The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. and will feature
Carroll Henderson, head of the DNR Nongame
Wildlife Program, speaking on his loon research.
The regular business meeting will follow
Henderson’s presentation. The meeting will be over
by 11:00, leaving you the rest of the day to enjoy
lake activities and other recreation.

CLA Receives DNR Grants to Treat CLP
in the Cullen Lakes
The Cullen Lakes Association (CLA) received notice this
spring that the Association was awarded grants from the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to
help fund control of invasive curly-leaf pondweed (CLP)
in our lakes. The DNR grant will cover treatment
expenses on the three Cullen Lakes up to $7,600.
This is the eighth consecutive year that CLA has
received grant funding from the DNR. Under this year’s
program, the CLA submitted grant funding applications
and Invasive Aquatic Plant Management Permit
applications to the DNR to treat CLP on each of our
lakes. The grants we received are based on the number
of acres we intended to treat.
The actual acreage treated was determined after our
applicator surveyed the lakes after ice-out and that
information on our intent to treat was submitted to the
DNR and they agreed with our plan. We treated 26.08
acres on Lower; 18.92 acres on Middle and 44.16 acres
on Upper.
In addition to monitoring invasive plant growth, the CLA
collects water quality data each month May through
September, prepares a water quality plan for each lake
and works with the DNR to prepare Lake Vegetation
Management plans. Members of the CLA Board also
work to assess the results of each year’s treatment and
consult with our applicator and with the DNR to help
achieve improvement from year to year.

Have a Healthy Arbor
Month
The DNR campaign “Get your
daily dose of trees for a healthy
you and me” celebrated Arbor
Month (May). If you’re feeling
down or blue, a walk in the woods
may be what you need. Research shows that exposure to
forests decreases mental fatigue and lowers blood
pressure and heart rate. Trees and shrubs can cut
stressful noises by 50 percent. Trees keep the air clean
by absorbing pollutants. Trees reduce heat stroke and
heat exhaustion by lowering summer air temperatures.
Shade from trees helps limit exposure to the sun’s UV
rays, the primary cause of skin cancer. Learn more at
mndnr.gov/arbormonth.
(adapted from a Minnesota Conservation Volunteer article)

Road Clean Up Is
Canceled
MnDOT has canceled CLA’s
road clean up activities in 2016
and very possibly in 2017 due to the Highway 371 road
construction in the area.
It would simply be too
dangerous for volunteers to pick up trash in the
construction zones

2016 Membership Update
As of May 14, CLA had 227 members. Of those, 8 hold
complimentary memberships as new property owners on
the Cullen Lakes.
Of the remaining 219, 14 hold
associate memberships, meaning they are family members
of Cullen Lakes’ shoreline property owners, former
owners of Cullen Lakes’ shoaled property, or own
property in the Cullen Lakes’ watershed.
There are still 27 members from 2015 who have not
yet renewed their membership.
If you have been a
member in the past and have not yet sent in your 2016
dues but have been intending to do so, please renew your
membership at your earliest convenience by mailing your
$25 dues check (donations are also welcomed, see article
on page 3) to:
CLA Membership
P.O. Box 466
Nisswa, MN 56468
Note: If your name on this newletter’s mailing label is
highlighted in yellow, you had not paid CLA dues for
2016 as of May 23. Email recipients of the newsletter
will receive a separate email reminder.

Currents On the Cullens
New owners
James & Janell Carr, Lower Cullen (l43)
Donald Lick, Middle Cullen (M119)
Deaths
Charles Rehwaldt, Middle Cullen (M76)

2016 Spring Curly-leaf Pondweed Treatment
by Ann Beaver, AIS Committee co-chair

We applied to the DNR in mid January for an Invasive
Aquatic Plant Management Permit for each of the Cullen
Lakes. We prepared our paperwork for the DNR's AIS
management grant in late January. We submitted our
grant application electronically to the DNR the day the
grant application period opened in February. We heeded
the Boy Scout motto, “Be Prepared.” It was a good
thing, too, as the DNR closed the application period less
than a week after it opened because they had already
received the maximum number of applications they
could accept. We received the AIS management permits
from the DNR in late February. We heard from the DNR
on March 14 that we had been awarded $7,600 in grant
funds for our CLP treatments.
We completed the
remaining paperwork, getting all the necessary
signatures, and we received word from the DNR on April
13 that our grant paperwork was complete and the CLP
treatments could proceed whenever conditions were
right.
Our work was essentially done. It was now in the hands
of our contracted commercial applicator, Clarke Aquatic
Services. Clarke was on the lakes April 13 and 14 to do
the pre treatment surveys. On April 20 Clarke sent CLA
its proposed treatment polygons for each lake for our
approval. As AIS Committee co-chairs, Carol Lindahl
and I approved the proposed treatment areas, as they
were in agreement with the maps provided to the DNR
on our permit applications.
On May 3 Clarke treated 18.92 acres (19 are allowed) on
Middle Cullen and 26.08 acres (27 are allowed) on
Lower Cullen with Aquathol K, the DNR approved
chemical for CLP treatments. On May 4 Clarke treated
44.16 acres (45 are allowed) on Upper Cullen.
Clarke will conduct a post application survey later to
determine the effectiveness of the treatments as well as a
comparison of weed bed changes. This information will
be reported to CLA once it is complete and we will
report it in an upcoming newsletter and on the CLA web
site.
We know there are additional areas of CLP in the lakes
but the lake association is limited by the DNR in how
many acres may be treated each year and we try to focus
on the largest concentrations of this aquatic invasive
species. If you have a bed of CLP off your shoreline,
you have the right as an individual shoreline property
owner to obtain a permit from the DNR to have a limited
amount of aquatic vegetation treated.

The areas marked in red on the maps below are the
polygons of CLP that were treated this spring.

Lake Learning
Boats Impact the Littoral Zone

by Moriya Rufer, RMB Environmental Laboratories
Now that it's almost June, the true boating season has
begun. While you're out enjoying the lake this summer,
there are a few concepts that will help you become a
more informed boater and lake steward.
We'll start with a definition: the littoral zone. The littoral
zone is the area of the lake that is less than 15 feet deep
and where sunlight can reach the bottom. The littoral
zone is usually where you will find the majority of
aquatic plants since they need sunlight to grow. The
littoral zone is also important habitat for fish, shorebirds
and aquatic invertebrates because the plants give them
refuge from predators and there is abundant food
available.

Wanted: Fishing
Tales
We’ve all heard them
and we know some
good fishing tales
exist on the Cullen
Lakes chain.
Why
keep them to yourself?
Many readers of the
Cullen Currents would
love to hear about “the one that got away” or the one
caught by a youngster from the dock or the fish that gave
you the fight of your life or even about a peaceful early
morning or evening on the lake trying to get a bite or two.
Good fishing tales don’t have to be about big fish. And
best of all, you don’t have to give away your secret
fishing spot.
Send your fishing tales and photos (photos not
mandatory, but a picture is worth a thousand words) to
the newsletter editor and as many as possible will be
included in the summer and fall newsletters.

A Few Spring Reminders
*If you use a fire pit near the shoreline, remember to
remove the cold ashes and dump them inland to prevent
the phosphorus in the ashes from seeping or blowing into
the lake.
Generally, the greater the percent littoral area, the more
aquatic plants are in the lake. We tend to think of aquatic
plants as bad for recreation, but they are very important
to organisms living in the lake.
The littoral zone and the plants and organisms living
there are sensitive to boat use. When a boat speeds
through the littoral zone, the propeller can cause
disturbance. First, it stirs up the lake sediment, resuspending nutrients (phosphorus) into the water. These
nutrients can then feed algae and cause an algal bloom.
This stirring can also decrease the water clarity because
of additional particles suspended in the water column.
Secondly, props can cause direct damage to aquatic
plants, cutting them up. Thirdly, props and wave action
can disturb sensitive habitat for spawning fish and other
organisms.
What you can do is make sure you boat slowly through
littoral areas or avoid them entirely. Imposing a speed
limit doesn't always help because studies show that "near
plane" speed, 6-8 mph, has maximum potential for
stirring up lake sediments.

*Don’t burn your yard waste without first checking to see
if there is a burning ban in effect and getting a burning
permit (free or at minimal cost).
*Burning household waste is illegal.
chemical into the atmosphere.

It sends harmful

*If you need a refresher on boating and personal
watercraft rules, be sure to get a copy of them at an area
store or from the DNR web site.
*Four easy things to help prevent the spread of aquatic
invasive species (AIS):
#1 Leave the water at the lake. Drain water
from boat, motor, live wells and bait buckets
before leaving the lake.
#2 Clean up your rig. Remove plants, mud, and
other debris from your boat and trailer.
#3 Dry it out. Do not move docks and lifts from
one body of water to another without sufficient
time to dry. This is a good idea for boats as well.
#4 Spread the word, not the species. Unless it
came from that body of water, don’t put it in
there. This includes anything from your
aquarium.

Highway 371 Construction Project Update

information from the MnDOT web site and from articles
by Nancy Vogt in the Echo Journal
Highway 371 is open to traffic, with shoulder closures in
Nisswa and Pequot Lakes. The Paul Bunyan Trail is
open, but trail users should be alert to crews working in
the the area and to side temporary reroutes along the
existing trail.
Two major detours are in place this spring and summer.
CR 107/Wilderness Road This access to Hwy. 371 is
closed until fall. The detour uses CR 107’s north access
to Hwy. 371. Crews paved the temporary, rerouted Paul
Bunyan Trail and removed the existing trail to build a
bridge over the wetland south of Wilderness Road.
Completion of this project and the trail bridge is expected
in late August. Grading on the new Paul Bunyan Trail
alignment north of Wilderness Road to East Twin Lake is
being done, with plans to have the trail paved in June.
CR 11 The highway between Breezy Point and Pequot
Lakes will be closed to through traffic from May 20
through November. Through traffic will be detoured
along a paved frontage road and new Hwy. 371 lanes to
Derksen Road.
A temporary signal light has been
installed at the existing Hwy. 371/Derksen Road
intersection.
Other work occurring along Hwy. 371 between Nisswa
and Pequot Lakes includes preparation work to build a
bridge over the new highway at CR 168/107 (near the
Timberjack Smokehouse).
Also, crews are doing
earthwork to take a curve out of the existing highway
between East and West Twin Lakes to the Evergreen area
in Pequot Lakes, where the whole highway will shift
west.
Questions still abound over the numerous little white
flags and work occurring on the east side of Hwy. 371
just north of Nisswa at Cullen Brook. These flags mark
the spots where 30-foot PVC wick drains are being
installed. A working platform has been constructed for
wick drain placement and surcharge activities at Cullen
Brook. The environmentally friendly, geotechnical
platform project includes 1 1/2 to 3 1/2 feet of wood
chips that were placed in the wetland, then topped by
fabric and sand. In this next phase, the wick drains are
being installed. As the wood chips settle into the water
table, the surcharge placement will be periodically
repeated through May 2017, when settlement will be
complete and the compressed peat will be stable for the
roadway to be built on top of it. There are three stages of
surcharge material being placed at frequencies to be
determined by settlement data collected in the field.
While all this construction is interesting to see, for
safety’s sake motorists are asked to please not slow down
and gawk.

July 4th Boat Parades
As in years past, each Cullen
Lake will have a Fourth of
July boat parade informally
organized by its lakeshore
property owners.
Participants should gather at
the east end of their lake
shortly before 2:00 p.m. and plan on making one entire
trip around the lake.
Please send photos from your parade to the newsletter
editor to be included in the summer newsletter. Last
summer’s newsletter only included photos from the
Lower Cullen parade because the editor didn’t receive
any from the other two lakes.

Grant Money Available for Sealing Unused
Wells
from the Brainerd Dispatch

Crow Wing County was recently approved for a Legacy
Amendment grant to help landowners seal unused water
wells.
A well that is not in use can be a source of groundwater
contamination by providing a direct path for surface
water runoff, contaminated water or improperly disposed
waste to reach an uncontaminated groundwater source.
Unused larger wells can also be a safety hazard for
children and animals.
The grant program will pay for 50 percent of the cost to
properly seal the well, up to a maximum of $1,000. The
County encourages all landowners with unused wells to
apply for the grant. A state-licensed well contractor must
conduct the work. Sealing involves clearing the well of
debris and filling it with grout.
Residents may contact the Environmental Services Office
at 218-824-1125 or visit www.crowwing.us for more
information (look under Your Government>Land
S e r v i c e s > L a n d - E n v i r o n m e n t a l > Wa t e r &
We t l a n d s > G r o u n d Wa t e r > C W C We l l S e a l i n g
Application)

CULLEN LAKES ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 466
NISSWA, MN 56468
To protect, preserve, and enhance the three Cullen Lakes and
their environs in order to ensure the continued vitality of the
lakes, high quality fish and wildlife habitat, safe and healthful
family living, and the survival of these natural gifts for future
generations.

CLA BOARD 2015-2016
BEAVER, Ann (Lower Cullen)
218-568-5904
beaver@uslink.net

JOHNSON, Rich (Lower Cullen)
218-330-2655
rhdbjohnson@yahoo.com

OLIVERIUS, Debi (Middle Cullen)
952-261-7980
debioliverius@mac.com

BEILFUSS, Paul (Lower Cullen)
218-963-6028
boomer284@charter.net

KOSTREBA, Jim (Lower Cullen)
320-333-2425
jakostreba@gmail.com

OPSAHL, Denny (Upper Cullen)
651-482-1297
djopsahl@gmail.com

BOUDRYE, Charlie (Middle Cullen)
218-963-7494
eagleye@nisswa.net

LINDAHL, Carol (Lower Cullen)
651-206-1330
lindahlcarol@hotmail.com

BURRELL, Jim (Lower Cullen)
218-568-5363
cullenlake@gmail.com

MACGIBBON, John (Lower Cullen)
612-860-5864
jmacgibbon@mactek-inc.com

BYLANDER, C.B. (Upper Cullen)
218-828-4929
cb_bylander@hotmail.com

MCNAMARA, Jack (Lower Cullen)
651-307-9754
jmac237@comcast.net

HURLEY, Dan (Lower Cullen)
612-481-3766
lonegoose15@aol.com

MEIXNER, Dan (Middle Cullen)
218-568-8367
dmeixner@tds.net
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