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1/09/2021 God’s Law, Sin and Grace

Romans 6 - King James Version (KJV)
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer therein? 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have
been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing
this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should
not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more
dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.
11
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord. 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 13 Neither
yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that
are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 14 For sin shall not have
dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 15 What then? shall we sin, because we are
not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?
17
But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
19
I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to
righteousness unto holiness. 20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21 What
fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 22 But now
being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

My Comments: drh
According to 1 John 3, to sin is to transgress the law, for sin is the transgression of the law. A believer who truly
accepts the doctrine and way of Yahshua Christ and loves God is no longer under the law because God’s laws are now
written in their heart, (Jeremiah 31: 33 & Hebrews 10: 16-22) meaning they love God’s law and they have freely chosen to
sacrifice their own way (v.6 our old man is crucified with Him) and become one with God’s way of eternal life. In effect,
they have become one with the lawgiver. That person is no longer ruled by sin. If we truly repent (turn away from a
sinful life) and believe Yahshua was crucified and raised from the dead by the power of God, we will be forgiven of all
our confessed sins (1 John 5: 4-5), as defined by the laws of God which were previously contrary to our nature and
condemned us, before being blotted out by His crucifixion, thus taking away that condemnation by His forgiveness so we
can be born again spiritually with a heart that is in one accord with God’s eternal law. Grace is His forgiveness for sins
we have committed and repented of when we believe in the Gospel of the Kingdom and Yahshua, the Son of the Living
God. Receiving God’s grace and turning from sin, we are then able to receive God’s Holy Spirit and His free gift of
eternal life through His Son. To continue sinning will earn us the wages of sin which is death of our spirit, the second
death. (Revelation 21: 8)

1/02/21 The Good

Shepherd

Psalm 23 King James Version (KJV)
23 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD forever.

A shepherd’s reading of the Twenty Third Psalm
We are as sheep of the herd belonging to our God with His son Yahshua (Jesus) as our shepherd. Occasionally
a herd of sheep needs to be led into far off pastures to graze and be exercised before being brought back to the
safety and comfort of their home. Only a good qualified shepherd can take them out and bring them all back
safely and satisfied. ”And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant
David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd.” Ezekiel 34: 23

I am as a sheep belonging to Yahweh with His son, Yahshua who is my shepherd. He will
provide all of my needs. He takes me to beautiful green pastures where I can be fed and rest
in peacefulness and comfort. He leads me away from dangerous rushing waters to the safe
and calm streams where I am refreshed and restored with its cool and clear water. He always
leads me along the safe and right paths for the sake of His name as the Good Shepherd.
Even though I walk through the valley where the death of innocents throws its eerie shadow
over the land, I will not fear any of its evils because Yahshua is here with me. His rod of
strength and staff of guidance give me comfort and peace. He calmly sets up a place close by
me in this dangerous valley for His afternoon meal while wolves and other predators who
want to destroy me and consume my flesh look down upon me with selfish desire from the
surrounding hills.
After the long hot day’s journey, He will lead me back home and through the gate where He
will pour cool oil upon my head and give me refreshing water from His overflowing cup that
quenches my thirst completely. I know that the goodness of this day will continue for the rest
of my life because of His love and mercy and I choose to live in God’s household forever.
David Hughes (inspired by the book “The song of our Syrian” guest by William Allen Knight)

12/26/2020 Old and New Wine
Luke 5: 33-39 kjv (parallel verses Matt. 9: 14-17 & Mark 2: 16-22)
33

And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John fast often, and make prayers, and likewise the
disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and drink? 34 And he said unto them, Can ye make the
children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? 35 But the days will come, when
the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days. 36 And he spake
also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then
both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old.
37
And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be
spilled, and the bottles shall perish. 38 But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are
preserved. 39 No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is
better.
My Comments: drh
This teaching from Jesus was a result of some observers (John’s disciples in Matt.9:14) noticing Jesus’
disciples did not follow certain stringent customs and rules of the Pharisees also followed by John the
Baptist’s disciples. In particular, their ascetic lifestyle, practice of fasting and praying publicly was
insinuated to be necessary for Jesus’ disciples as well as John’s disciples. Jewish fasting was practiced
as mourning for sins, or sincere regret and making amends for wrongdoing by denying self. Jesus
made the point that being with the bridegroom (of His church) before the wedding was not an
appropriate time to mourn or in this case to fast. Jesus also pointed out that fasting was not wrong
because His disciples would fast when He was gone from their physical presence. The question they
asked was valid considering the Pharisees and even John’s disciples did not recognize Jesus as the
Messiah at that time. John appeared to need more convincing when he asked through his disciples
from prison “Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?” Matthew 11:3 Strong’s
Concordance shows the Greek word translated bottles in KJV should be leather bottles or wineskins.
New wineskins (usually goat skins) were flexible and old used wineskins were stretched out and
brittle. Since new wine was not yet completely fermented, it would release gases causing new
wineskins to stretch and old wineskins to burst. A similar example of how a new unshrunk piece of
cloth being used to repair a tear on an old already washed and shrunk garment would cause the
garment to tear again when washed and dried. The new wine represents Jesus’ new teaching
regarding the Jewish religion and their ways of keeping the Old Covenant “handwriting of ordinances”
and worshipping God. His teaching allowed healing and doing acts of goodness on the Sabbath. He
was also lenient on the washing of hands. Jesus’ authority to forgive sins or transgressions of the law
was a particularly important new teaching that the Pharisees would not accept because they did not
believe He was the Son of God. If the Jews accepted Jesus’ new ideas and new approach to their
religion but tried to hold on to and incorporate them into the old ideas and traditions of men taught by
the Pharisees, they would be harmed or damaged spiritually even to the point of destruction. A good
analogy of this would be in a Jewish marriage where one of the two spouses is converted to
Christianity and the other remains devoted to the Pharisees’ teachings. The result would be a difficult
marriage at minimum and possibly the complete destruction of the marriage. Add children to the
analogy and the difficulties would be even worse. In verse 39 Jesus shows that John’s disciples at
that time and the Pharisees did not fast because they still believed the “old wine” of their traditions
and doctrines was better.

12/19/2020 The True Church
Revelation 3: 7-11 kjv
7

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true,
he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man
openeth; 8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 9 Behold, I will make
them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make
them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 10 Because thou hast
kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast
which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.
My Comments: drh
Jesus here is speaking to a church that is in the future from the time it was written down by John from
his vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ. The church in Philadelphia at the time of John’s vision is
used as an example to describe and speak to this future church. Christ declares His own
righteousness in God’s sight and that He is true and that He holds the key of David meaning He fulfills
the promise made to King David that his throne would last forever and He (Christ) has authority to
rule on that throne over the kingdom of God from the New Jerusalem. He opens and shuts doors for
whoever He chooses that no man is able to change or interfere with. Yahshua approves of the works
done by the people in this church and opens a door for them. They are small in number but have
kept God’s word and have spoken God’s truth boldly in Yahshua’s name without fear. This church was
persecuted and slandered by those professing to be Jews (the people of God) in the first century AD
and will be by them and also false (Babylonian) Christians until the tribulation, but eventually God will
set this Philadelphia church in high authority over them when they will come to know God’s love for
them. The people of this church will be kept from the temptation of Satan’s great deception to
worship him during the world’s tribulation at the end of the age because they kept the word of His
patience. “To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal
life.” ( Romans 2:7). However, they must continue in their good works and faithfulness until Christ
comes to avoid losing their crown of eternal life.

12/12/2020 HIDDEN SINS OF THE MIND OR IMAGINATION
Matthew 5: 17-30
17

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled. 19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say unto you, That
except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 21 Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou
shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22 But I say unto you, That
whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and
whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say,
Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go
thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 25 Agree with thine
adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to
the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 26 Verily I say unto
thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. 27 Ye have
heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28 But I say unto you, That
whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his
heart. 29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee
that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 30 And if
thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy
members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.
18

Re: Matt. 5: 22

Raca, (Smith’s Bible Dictionary)
A term of reproach derived from the Chaldee reka , worthless. ("Raca denotes a certain looseness of life and manners,
while fool, in the same passage, means a downright wicked and reprobate person.") “The fool hath said in his heart, there
is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.” Psalm 14:1

My Comments: drh
Yahshua greatly emphasized that He did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it. Matt. 5: 17 “For all
the prophets and the law prophesied until John.” Matt. 11: 13 He also pointed out that to even sin in
your mind or with your imagination was still wrong and against God. The scribes and Pharisees were
hypocrites and Yahshua pointed out their hidden (mental) sins. In Matthew 23: 27 He said “ Woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.” Yahshua also
declared that if our righteousness was no better than them, we would not enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. Other sins of the mind Christ pointed out were imagined hatred for someone without cause
and imagining adultery. These may be hard sayings but anyone who desires to be a true Christian
must repent and turn away from all sins, hidden (mental) and in the flesh. All sin leads to death of the
spirit called the second death.

Use the helmet of salvation to protect your mind from sin. Combat those thoughts with ones like “Yahshua laid
down His life for us and was crucified but was raised from death in accordance with God’s plan so that we
could be saved from the penalty of sin which is eternal death of the spirit.” Or Psalm 119:37 “Turn away mine
eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way.” Or 119:35, “Make me to go in the path of thy
commandments for therein do I delight”. Or 119:36 “Incline my heart unto thy testimonies and not to
covetousness”. We will not be saved if we choose to continue in our sins knowingly. Always be aware that
your heart (spirit) controls your body and your mind (imagination) so let God’s spirit guide your spirit rather
than letting desires of the flesh control them. God’s Holy Spirit will not lead you into sin.
Regarding Matt. 5: 29-30:
Yahshua is speaking figuratively in saying pluck out your right eye or cut off your right hand if their sins are
offensive to you as a Christian. This extreme exaggeration is for shock value to make us understand and
remember the seriousness of the results of sin, even if it is in the mind only. For the heart (spirit) of a person is
what decides to sin or be righteous according to God’s word. Obviously, to only do away with the right
members of the body still leaves the left members to sin according to what the heart (spirit) chooses. So we can
be sure that these verses are using the common technique of hyperbole which is exaggerating for effect.
Notice also how God showed Ezekiel the sins of mental imagery being committed by people of Judah before the
destruction of the temple and Babylonian captivity.
Ezekiel 8: 7-14
7

And he brought me to the door of the court; and when I looked, behold a hole in the wall. 8 Then
said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door.
9
And he said unto me, go in, and behold the wicked abominations that they do here. 10 So I went in
and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the
house of Israel, portrayed upon the wall round about. 11 And there stood before them seventy men of
the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with
every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up. 12 Then said he unto me, Son
of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the
chambers of his imagery? for they say, the LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth. 13 He
said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they do. 14 Then
he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD's house which was toward the north; and, behold,
there sat women weeping for Tammuz.

12/05/2020

Spiritual Circumcision & Christ’s Victory Over Death

Colossians 2: 8-17 King James Version
8

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily. 10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 11 In whom also
ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 13 And you, being
dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having
forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having spoiled
principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 16 Let no man
therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the
sabbath days: 17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.
DRH Comments:
Be careful not to follow after men who are puffed up with their worldly philosophical writings and discourse
and promote manmade traditions but ignore God the creator and the gospel message of Christ in whose
physical body God lived. In Christ we become complete, receiving the circumcision of God’s spirit, believing
that He is the Son of God and turning away from all sin instigated by our flesh. Though we were under penalty
of death due to our sins, we are raised with Him to eternal life through God’s plan of salvation through the
which is belief in Christ, repentance, forgiveness, and baptism. If we truly repent (turn away from a sinful life)
and believe Yahshua was crucified and raised from the dead by the power of God, we will be forgiven of all our
confessed sins as defined by the laws of God, that were previously contrary to our nature and condemned us,
before being blotted out by His crucifixion, thus taking away (nailing it to His cross) that condemnation of
written law by His forgiveness so we can be born again spiritually with a heart and nature that is in one accord
with God’s eternal law. Christ’s crucifixion also defeated the unseen controlling evil spirits and exposed their
evil intentions against mankind. Since the evil powers have been exposed to us now, we should not let any of
their followers judge us regarding foods, holy days and sabbath days for not submitting to their manmade
traditions and harsh hypocritical ways that make void the commandments of God. The annual feasts with
their sabbath days represent different aspects of God’s plan of salvation through His son, Yahshua Christ. If
the disciples had not been keeping Pentecost (Fifty Days) where Yahshua previously told them to, they would
not have been there to receive God’s Holy Spirit. Passover reflected Yahshua’s crucifixion and death until he
fulfilled it. Passover is now kept in remembrance of His crucifixion and death to atone for our sins. Other holy
days are depictions of things to come that Christ will accomplish until all is accomplished.
3

Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. Romans 3: 31

11/28/2020

For those doing battle in the spiritual world

Ephesians 6:11-17 King James Version
11

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13 Wherefore take unto you the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
14
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, taking
the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:
DRH Comments:
Gird your loins with truth. Prepare yourself for spiritual warfare by seeking biblical, spiritual truth and remember
Yahshua said “You shall know the truth and the truth will set you free”.
Having the breastplate of righteousness. Protect your heart by constantly choosing the right ways according to God’s
word.
Shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace. Be ready to walk in God’s ways and according to His Spirit
by growing in understanding of the Gospel of Christ which brings us peace so you can share it when needed.
Above all taking the shield of faith. Recall the promises of God and the promises of His protection for those who love
Him and believe those promises as David did when he went up against Goliath.
Take the helmet of salvation. Guard the thoughts of your mind by focusing on God’s plan of salvation from sin and
death through believing in your heart that Jesus Christ is the living Son of God and turning away from all sin.
Take the sword of the Spirit. The word of God will consume and defeat all His enemies. Let God’s Spirit to speak
through you.

11/21/2020 For those who

mourn the fallen condition of this world.

James. 4:7-12 kjv
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he
will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 9 Be afflicted,
and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 10 Humble
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that
speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou
judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to
destroy: who art thou that judgest another?
DRH Comments:
These verses refer to being repentant from sin and refraining from frivolous worldly laughter and joy such as
laughter from comedy or ridiculing, and joy from winning something, personal accomplishments or receiving
awards, money or gifts, etc. not our joy of salvation through Christ.
Psalm 51: 8-12
8
Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.
9
Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
11
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
12
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

