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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
The Alabama Society had a very
successful 2005 state convention in
Mobile. The Galvez chapter deserves a great deal of praise for
putting on the convention and
making it such a memorable event.
If you were unable to attend, I
hope that you will be able to join
us in Huntsville for the 2006 state
convention. This convention will be
held Feb. 17-18 at the Hilton in
downtown Huntsville.
I am honored to be chosen as
your state president for the coming year. I have thoroughly enjoyed
the various state offices that I have
held and I know this one will be no
different.
Congratulations to the full slate
of state officers chosen by you.
They are all fine gentlemen dedicated to furthering the mission of
the SAR.
This job will give me the opportunity to meet more of you at the
chapter level, which I look forward
to. All of us who get involved at
the state and national levels are
first and foremost members of
individual chapters. After all, the
chapter is where “the rubber
meets the road.”
One of my goals for this year is
to greatly increase the reach of our
Web site. We now have a rare
opportunity to do this. A new
See MESSAGE, Page 2
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Maples installed as ALSSAR
president at state convention
Approximately 125 members and guests
attended the ALSSAR state convention in
Mobile in February, including NSSAR
Treasurer General Nathan White and former
U.S. Congressman Jack Edwards.
The highlight of the convention was the
installation of 2005 ALSSAR officers at the
Saturday night banquet.
Jim Maples of the Tennessee Valley chapter
was elected president and Larry Cornwell of
the Richard Montgomery chapter was selected
as vice-president.
Other officers include Jim Alexander,
secretary; Fred Olive, treasurer; Ron Bearden,
registrar; Jim Wardlaw, genealogist; James

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

Jim Maples was installed as the 2005
See CONVENTION, Page 2 ALSSAR president in February.

Spring Board of
Managers meeting
set for May 14
The spring Board of
Managers meeting will be held
on Saturday, May 14 at the
Shelby County Historical
Museum in Columbiana.
The meeting will begin at 10
a.m., and will include scheduled
state business as well as reports
from chapter representatives.
We hope to have lunch catered.
A letter will be sent to chapter
—Photo courtesy of Jim Maples
officers and other ALSSAR
representatives in early April
Spring trustees meeting
announcing more specific
NSSAR President General Hank McCarl, center, poses details of the meeting.
You do not have to be a
with ALSSAR president Jim Maples, left, vice-president member of the Board of
Larry Cornwell at the spring trustees meeting.
Managers to attend.
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Sledge, chancellor; Bobby Joe Seales, historian; Rev. Walter
Reeder, chaplain; and Bruce Taylor, sergeant-at-arms.
Outgoing president Price Legg was nominated as national
trustee for 2005-2006 to be elected at the National Congress this
summer.
The convention at the Riverview Plaza Hotel opened on Friday
night with a reception and continued with a George Washington
Fellows breakfast, business meeting and oration contest on
Saturday morning.
There was a tour of the DAR House Saturday afternoon
sponsored by the local DAR chapters, followed by the banquet on
Saturday evening.
Edwards was the guest speaker for the George Washington
breakfast. Edwards served under five presidents and gave an
extremely interesting talk on his experiences to the approximately
50 early-risers in attendance.
The annual business meeting was conducted after a welcome by
Mobile mayor Michael Dow.
In addition to the officer, committee, and chapter reports
funding was voted for the Friends of the Library and the annual
contribution to the CAR.
Funding was also approved for the state society to purchase a
domain name and hosting space for an expanded Web site. The
nominating committee gave their slate of officers and it was
passed without objection.
State contests were also held on Saturday. In the Rumbaugh
oration contest four candidates competed: Samuel Fortenberry of
Birmingham, Phillip Johnson of Fort Payne, Joey Clark of
Montgomery and Saxon Kappenman of Enterprise.
Fortenberry was selected as the winner, Clark as the runner-up
and Johnson as the second runner-up. Fortenberrry will represent
the state in the national contest in Louisville, Kentucky in July.
The Saturday evening banquet opened with the presentation of
colors by the ALSSAR Color Guard and the invocation by
Reeder. Greetings were brought from the DAR by state regent
Jean Vaughan, from the CAR by state senior president Gary
Markham and from the NSSAR by White. The guest speaker for
the banquet was Steven E. Walker, director of historic and

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

NSSAR Treasurer General Nathan White, a dual
member with the Tennessee Valley chapter,
addresses the ALSSAR Saturday evening banquet.
downtown development, who gave an overview of business
development in downtown Mobile, including renovation and
reutilization of several historic properties.
Several compatriots were recognized for their contributions.
Those receiving awards included Kerry Barksdale, Patriot Medal;
Jim Wardlaw, Distinguished Service Medal; Emory McDonald,
Edward Blount Jr., J. Derald Morgan, Thomas Walker and Gary
Markham, Meritorious Service Medals; John Alan Kelsoe,
Andrew H. Spann and Daniel Douglas, Bronze Good Citizenship
Medals; Thelma Jean Legg, Martha Washington Medal; and Jean
Vaughan, SAR Daughters of Liberty Medal.
Also recognized during the banquet were Eagle Scout contest
winner Thomas John McCormack Jr., and Knight Essay and
Rumbaugh Orations winner Samuel Fortenberry.
Dr. Andrew Jones of Mississippi, Vice-President General for
the Southern District, installed the officers, followed by closing
remarks from Maples.

Message
(Continued from Page 1)
member of the Richard Montgomery
chapter, Ron Diamo nd, who
professionally designs Web sites, has
agreed to take on the task of completely
redoing the Alabama Society site.
I feel that the web is now one of our
most important recruiting tools. Also, I
would like to see continued growth and
vitality in our chapters.
The easiest thing to do is to start a

chapter, the hardest is to keep the
chapter growing.
Another area where we can grow is
with our color guard. The color guard is
one of the most impressive sights at the
various functions that we attend.
Your color guard can never be large
enough! If you have been thinking about
getting a uniform, then just do it and
start having fun with us.
I find that my color guard activities are
one of the most enjoyable experiences in

the SAR. Jim Alexander has agreed to
take on the job of state Color Guard
commander and I know he will do a
great job.
In closing I encourage each of you to
attend your chapter meetings if you
possibly can. Don’t wait to be given a
job, volunteer for one! Take a guest to
every meeting. Go to the state meetings.
Go to the national convention. And
finally, recruit, recruit, recruit!
—Jim Maples
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2005 ALSSAR state convention

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

2005 ALSSAR Officers

Guest speaker

Officers include, from left: President Jim Maples, Vice-President Larry
Cornwell, Secretary Jim Alexander, Registrar Ron Bearden, Genealogist
Jim Wardlaw, Historian Bobby Joe Seales, Chaplain Rev. Walter Reeder
and Sergeant-At-Arms Bruce Taylor. Not pictured are Treasurer Fred
Olive and Chancellor James Sledge.

Former U.S. Congressman
Jack Edwards, a member of the
Gen. Galvez chapter, addresses
the George Washington
Endowment Fund breakfast.

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

ALSSAR Color Guard
Members of the ALSSAR
Color Guard were on hand
for the 2005 state convention,
presenting the colors during
both the opening and closing
ceremonies of the Saturday
evening banquet.
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2005 ALSSAR state convention

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale
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Eagle Scout winner

Distinguished Service Medal

Thomas John McCormack Jr., poses with his parents and
ALSSAR members after receiving the Eagle Scout Award at the
state convention in Mobile.

Outgoing ALSSAR president Price Legg,
left, presents Jim Wardlaw with
Distinguished Service Medal.

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

DAR State Regent welcomes ALSSAR

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

Rumbaugh Orations winner

DAR State Regent Jean Vaughan was presented the Samuel Fortenberry of the Birmingham chapter won
SAR Daughters of Liberty Medal by ALSSAR the Joseph Rumbaugh Orations state competition by
president Price Legg.
beating three other contestants at the convention.
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ALSSAR, American Legion join forces with
The American Village to honor veterans
Tentatively, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. on
May 21 is blocked out for this
statewide joint effort. The
official “salute” ceremonies
would be scheduled with
various dignitaries from 11:30
a.m.-noon with a military
flyover at noon.
The ALSSAR Color Guard
would advance the colors on the
Village Green at 10 a.m. and
retire the colors at 2 p.m.
All veterans organizations
will be invited and encouraged
to attend and participate. The
Moving Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Wall would be
specifically invited.
Legionnaires will volunteer to
assist the Village staff in all
functions. Tom Walker’s staff
would cooperatively advance
“free admission tickets” for the
public for a Village donation.
We should cooperatively
identify and locate certain
Armed Forces personnel and
family members to be
specifically cited, saluted and
publicly recognized.
This is a magnificent
opportunity to advance the
ALSSAR, American Legion
and The American Village
prominently to the general
public in this patriotic Blue Star
salute to America’s service
personnel and their families.
The Village staff is willing to
apply their energies to this
salute and, in turn, would
appreciate our support of their
Independence Day program on
July 4.
For more information on the
Blue Star Salute, contact:
R. Glenn Nivens
Cahaba-Coosa chapter
P.O. Box 203
Harpersville, AL 35078
205-672-2887

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
BLUE STAR SALUTE TO AMERICA’S MILITARY AND THEIR FAMILIES
SATURDAY, MAY 21, 2005 ● 10:00 A.M.— 2:00 P.M.

THE AMERICAN VILLAGE
3727 ALABAMA HIGHWAY 119
MONTEVALLO, ALABAMA
Nationally the American Legion and the Sons of the American Revolution are partnering to
sponsor a nationwide “Blue Star Salute to America’s Military and their Families” to be held on
Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 21, 2005. In Alabama the state organizations are partnering
with The American Village and a host of veterans organizations and active military components
for what may be the largest such salute in the country. Please mark your calendar now and plan
to join Federal and State dignitaries in saluting America’s military and their family members
with a special salute to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our country.
Principal Sponsors:
Sons of the American Revolution ● Alabama Society
American Legion ● Department of Alabama
The American Village
With anticipated sponsorship and/or involvement by:
Alabama Department of Veterans Affairs
Alabama National Guard
American Legion Auxiliary
Alabama State Defense Force
Boy Scouts of America
Children of the American Revolution
Civil Air Patrol
Combat Infantry Association
Daughters of the American Revolution
Disabled American Veterans
Gold Star Mothers
Gold Star Wives
Marion Military Institute
Medal of Honor Society
Military Order of the Purple Heart
Operation Grateful Heart
POW Society
Sons of the American Legion
Tuskegee Airmen
United States Department of Veterans Affairs
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Vietnam Veterans of America
and involving
Active and Reserve components of
United States Air Force
United States Army
United States Marine Corps
United States Navy
United States Coast Guard
Active Military, Veterans and Families from all 67 Alabama Counties!

Admission free with ID to Active Military & Families, and Veterans
General public — $5 per person; children 12 and under — free
For more info — email: bluestarsalute@americanvillage.org
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Cahaba-Coosa, National Guard award
medals after man’s lifesaving action
The Cahaba-Coosa chapter
teamed up with the Alabama
Army National Guard to present
Eddie Swain with the NSSAR
Bronze Good Citizenship Medal
following his efforts to saved a
trapped woman in an automobile
accident.
The presentation was made on
Jan. 3 at the Harpersville City
Council meeting by members of
the Cahaba-Coosa chapter and
Major Bobby Jones, Rear
Detachment Commander, 278th
Chemical Battalion on behalf of
Alabama Gov. Bob Riley.
Jones presented Swain with the
Alabama National Guard’s
Distinguished Service Medal.
The citation for the awards read
as follows:
“Specialist Four Eddie L. Swain,
Alabama Army National Guard
and employee of the Harpersville
Water Department is awarded the
Bronze Good Citizenship Medal.
In recognition of him quickly and
bravely rushing to the scene of an
automobile accident, then exerting
incredible physical strength, lifted
the overturned vehicle sufficient
so that attending paramedics could
extricate the trapped injured driver
and contributed immeasurably to
saving her life.”
Signed Price L. Legg, President
ALSSAR and Bobby Joe Seales,
President, Cahaba-Coosa Chapter.
Swain was cited as a
quintessential hero having
responded instinctively to an
emergency lifesaving situation
then typically shunning any public
recognition of that deed. He began
his military service some 20 years
ago as a U.S. Marine, then served
in the Army National Guard. He is
now retired from military service.
—R. Glenn Nivens

—Photo courtesy of Glenn Nivens

Cahaba-Coosa compatriot Glenn Nivens, left, presents Eddie Swain with
NSSAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medal and certificate in January ceremony.

—Photo courtesy of Glenn Nivens

Alabama Army National Guard Major Bobby Jones presents Eddie Swain with
the guard’s Distinguished Service Medal on behalf of Alabama Gov. Bob Riley.
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Etowah compatriot speaks on importance of Kettle Creek
Dr. Arthur L. Ennis was the
featured speaker at the January
meeting of the Etowah chapter,
presenting a program on the
Battle of Kettle Creek.
The Battle of Kettle Creek
was fought near Washington,
Ga., on Feb. 14, 1779. Ennis
noted the Revolutionary War
had gone badly for the citizens
of Georgia, with Savannah and
Augusta having been captured
by the British and Loyalist, or
Tory, forces named Florida
Rangers from east Florida,
accompanied by British
regulars and Creek and
Cherokee Indian allies of the
British, had been raiding
Georgia south of the Altamaha
River. The British bragged that
they had Georgia under
control. The Patriot citizens of
Georgia disagreed.
British Col. James Boyd, with
700 Loyalist troops, was
attacked at their campground at
Kettle Creek by some 340
South Carolina and Georgia
militiamen under the command
of Col. Andrew Pickens of
South Carolina and Col. John
Dooly and Lt. Col. Elijah
—Photo courtesy of Joe Graves

Youth member
Compatriot Bruce
Taylor,left, presents a
youth member certificate
and pin to Christopher
Joseph Hendrix in a Dec.
9 meeting of the
Wiregrass chapter as
compatriot Joe E. Graves,
the youngster’s
grandfather and sponsor,
looks on. Hendrix is the
first youth member of the
Wiregrass chapter and is
a sixth-grade student in

Etowah honors
DAR member
with award

—Photo courtesy of Arthur Ennis

Kenneth Jaggears, second from left, presents Julia
Young with Martha Washington Award as DAR
Regent Ann Smith, Leon Young look on.
Clarke of Georgia.
Initially, the Patriot
militiamen were in danger of
defeat until Co. Boyd was
killed and the battle became a
rout for the Loyalists. The
hopes of the British that the
citizens of Georgia would join
the Loyalist forces and help
defeat the Patriots were dashed
by this and other defeats.

Following the presentation,
Ennis was given a certificate of
appreciation by Brig. Gen.
(Ret.) Clarence F. Rhea and
Dr. Kenneth Jaggears.
Rhea presented a supplemental
certificate to Jaggears and
membership certificates to
Edward Mason Gates Sr. and
Edward Mason Gates Jr.
—Arthur Ennis

The James Gadsden chapter
of the Daughters of the
American Revolution was
honored at their December
luncheon by the appearance of
several members of the
ALSSAR’s Etowah chapter as
well as the Gadsden Music
Club.
SAR compatriot Kenneth
Jaggears presented the Martha
Washington Award to Julia
Young for her help with the
Etowah chapter.
DAR member Libby Clay
was the featured speaker,
delivering the National Defense
Report on “What Would Patton
Say About the Present War?”
The author of the report,
Victor Davis Hanson, says that
in our present context the
famous World War II general
would advise us, in view of our
national character, to be
constantly on the advance,
seeking to surprise and storm
enemies rather than being
merely reactive.
Americans must move
quickly on Fallujah and Najaf
rather than “contain” such “nogo” zones. Syria and Iran
should be warned that their
continued sanctuary and aid to
terrorists are synonymous with
a state of war with the United
States.
Patton would advise us that
static occupation, negotiations
with undefeated insurgents and
mild rebukes with neighboring
terrorist sponsors are not only
futile but against the American
character of decisive advance
and unconditional surrender
once war is upon us.
—Arthur Ennis
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ALSSAR Color Guard travels to Georgia to
honor patriots at Battle of Kettle Creek
On Feb. 12, elements of the
ALSSAR Color Guard joined
contingents of the Georgia, Florida,
Delaware, North Carolina and South
Carolina societies’ color guards in
honoring the patriots of the Battle of
Kettle Creek, fought on Feb. 14,
1779.
This American victory in Wilkes
County, Ga., not far from the town of
Washington, temporarily halted
British advances into the back woods
of the Georgia Colony.
Representing the Alabama Society
were Glenn Nivens and Eddie
Bowling of the Cahaba-Coosa chapter
along with Andy Spann and Bruce
Taylor of the Wiregrass chapter.
The four proudly helped post the
national colors along with the
Alabama state flag at the beginning of
the afternoon ceremony celebrating
the 226th anniversary of the battle.
The daylong event started with a
film on the Battle of Kettle Creek,
followed by a walking tour of the
battle site conducted by a military
historian from Fort Gordon. Efforts
are being made to obtain copies of
this U.A. Army training film for
possible use as chapter programs
within the ALSSAR.
NSSAR Secretary-General Roland
Downing was the featured speaker at
the 90-minute afternoon program and,
under blue skies, some 60 wreaths
were placed at the base of the
battlefield monument to honor the
patriots of the battle. ALSSAR trustee
John Wallace presented a wreath on
behalf of the Alabama Society. At the
conclusion of the program, the
Alabama state flag and Color Guard
were presented a battle streamer for
participating in the program.
Plans are being developed for possible
ALSSAR Color Guard involvement and
wreath presentations at similar
programs to be held at Waxhaws in
May, Kings Mountain in October and
Cowpens in January, 2006.
—John Wallace

—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

NSSAR Secretary-General Roland Downing is flanked by ALSSAR Color
Guard members Andy Spann, left, and Bruce Taylor at Kettle Creek.

—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Good citizenship medal winner
T. Wilson Luck, left, was presented a Bronze Good Citizenship Medal at a
recent Wiregrass chapter meeting by chapter president Jim Gilmer for his
years of service as the chapter’s historian.
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Gen. Galvez chapter installs new officers for 2005
The Gen. Galvez chapter named its 2005 officers
at its January meeting during a luncheon attended
by 40 members and guests.
The new officers are Michael Glass, president;
Leroy McGaughy, vice president; and Bert
Blackmon, secretary-treasurer.
Three new members were inducted into the
chapter at the luncheon. Harold Wells, Mack
Matthews and Dr. Dale BeVier were welcomed
into the organization by outgoing president Ed
Blount Jr., who presented certificates and SAR
lapel rosettes to each new member.
Blount then reflected on the chapter’s
accomplishments over the past year.
The Gen. Galvez chapter added seven new
members in 2004; held its first Revolutionary War
soldier grave-marking ceremony of John Cox in
Clarke County; honored Revolutionary War
patriots and all military veterans on Veterans Day;
recognized and presented Junior ROTC medals to
cadets at 19 high schools in Baldwin and Mobile
counties and one Senior ROTC medal to a cadet at
the University of South Alabama; and recognized
the chapter winner of the Knight Essay contest,
Shannon Langdon, with a certificate of
appreciation and dinner for the winner and her
parents.
In addition, the chapter presented its Law
Enforcement medal and certificate of appreciation
to retired Daphne Chief of Police Joe Hall;
recognized and honored the chapter’s World War
II veterans with a dinner; and participated in the
Angel Tree project of the William F. Green
Veterans Home in Bay Minette.
Compatriot Bud McDonald also did an
outstanding job of scheduling speakers for 2004:
Christine Carminati on medieval warfare; Lyle
Meade on Hero’s of 76 Masonic SojournersHistory of the American Flag; David Blyne on the
Battle of Guilford Courthouse; Walter Reeder on
Gen. Horatio Gates; Richard Blake, vice-president
of Morgan Stanley-Dean Whitter with a stock
market overview; and Bert Blackmon, a Civil War
re-enactor.
Price Legg, a Gen. Galvez compatriot, installed
the new chapter officers in one of his final acts as
ALSSAR president.
The chapter hosted the state convention on Feb.
18-19 in Mobile, giving the Gen. Galvez chapter
an opportunity to welcome many regional and
national SAR officials to the state. The state
convention also produced winners in essay and
orations competition that will advance to the
national level this summer.
—Mike Glass

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

ALSSAR President Price Legg, in background, presents 2005
officers of the Gen. Galvez chapter, from left: president Michael
Glass, past president Judge Ed Blount, vice-president Leroy
McGaughy, secretary-treasurer Bert Blackmon and compatriot
Howard Schramm, a Board of Managers representative.

SAR executive promises quicker return
on new applications and supplementals
NSSAR Executive Director, Jim
Randall gave some very good
news regarding new applications
and supplementals to those in
attendance at the Mississippi
annual meeting.
Randall stated that the turnaround time for processing new
member applications and
supplementals has been greatly
reduced.
Randall’s goal is a turn-around
time of 30 days for both and he
stated that with the addition of

another staff person this goal is
close to being achieved.
This is really great news for all
us assisting new members with
their applications and those that
have submitted or plan to submit
supplementals.
Randall went on to praise
chapter and state registrars for
doing a good job submitting
applications that rarely need to be
sent back for any additional
information.
—Jim Maples
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Send in your chapter’s news to be included in the next newsletter
Please send in photos and information from your chapter for publication
in the next newsletter. Deadline for the next newsletter is June 15. You
can mail information to Tim Gayle, 3573 Foxhall Drive, Montgomery,
AL 36111 or send photos or stories via e-mail to timgayle@alltel.net.

General Galvez chapter honors
Frisco City police chief with award
A group of five compatriots from the
Gen. Galvez chapter in Baldwin County
recently made the trip to Frisco City for
the purpose of awarding their highest
medal.
The Heroism Medal was awarded to
Chief of Police Jim Maples for saving the
lives of citizens threatened by an armed
criminal.
In early January, the Bank of Frisco City
was robbed by two masked gunmen
shortly after noon. The tellers managed to
trip the alarm, summoning the police.
Maples, the only officer of the four-man
force on duty at the time, responded to the
call.
One of the suspects, Louis Cox, fled the
scene and was later arrested. Another,
Wallace Jackson, came out of the bank as
a woman was entering. She fled in the
opposite direction with Jackson in pursuit
when Maples arrived. Jackson responded
by emptying his gun at the police chief.
Maples, who said it was the first time he

shot anyone in more than 30 years of law
enforcement, fatally wounded Jackson
with two shots.
“I’m just glad he didn’t hurt anyone,”
Maples told the Mobile Register. “I was
waiting for clear shots, but he wasn’t.”
The Gen. Galvez chapter credited the
“professionalism and quick actions of
Chief Maples” for protecting the citizens
of the Monroe County town of 1,460 and
presented him with the medal at a town
council meeting attended by Mayor Jim
Cave, the town’s former police chief,
council members and many citizens of
Frisco City.
Maples said the shootout was emotional
but told the Register that, given the
circumstances, he wouldn’t change
anything.
“If it depended on saving innocent
people’s lives,” he said, “I’d have no
choice. That man had blood in his eyes. I
did what I had to do.”
—Mike Glass

—Photo courtesy of Stephen Rizzo

Gen. Galvez Law Enforcement
chairman Ed Blount Sr., left, with
Frisco City Police Chief Jim Maples.

